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INTRODUCTION. 


IF  a  concatenation  of  events  centered  in  one 
great  action,  events  which  gave  birth  to  the  pre- 
fent  commercial  fyftem  of  the  world ;  if  thefe  be 
of  the  firft  importance  in  the  civil  hiftory  of  man- 
kind, the  Lufiad,  of  all  other  poems,  challenges 
the  attention  of  the  philofopher,  the  politician, 
and  the  gentleman. 

In  contradiftinction  to  the  Iliad  and  Eneid, 
the  Paradife  Loft  has  been  called  the  epic  poem 
of  religion.  In  the  fame  manner  may  the  Lufiad 
be  named  the  epic  poem  of  commerce.  The  hap- 
py completion  of  the  moft  important  defigns  of 
Henry  Duke  of  Vifco,  Prince  of  Portugal,  to 
whom  Europe  owes  both  Gama  and  Columbus, 
both  the  eaftern  and  the  weftern  worlds,  confti- 
tutes  the  fubject  of  that  celebrated  epic  poem, 
(known  hitherto  in  England  aim  oft  only  by 
name)  which  is  now  offered  to  the  Englifh 
reader.  But  before  we  proceed  to  the  hiftorical 
introduction  neceffary  to  elucidate  a  poem  found- 
ed on  fuch  an  important  period  of  hiftory,  fome 
attention  is  due  to  the  opinion  of  thofe  theorifts 
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in  political  philofophy,  who  lament  that  either 
India  was  ever  difcovered,  and  who  aflert  that 
the  increafe  of  trade  is  big  with  the  real  mifery 
of  mankind,  and  that  commerce  is  only  the  pa- 
rent of  degeneracy,  and  the  nurfe  of  every  vice. 

Much  indeed  may  be  urged  on  this  fide  of  the 
queftion,  but  much  alfo  may  be  urged  againft 
every  inflitution  relative  to  man.  Imperfection, 
if  not  neceffary  to  humanity,  is  at  leaft  the  cer- 
tain attendant  on  every  thing  human.  Though 
fome  part  of  the  traffic  with  many  countries  re- 
femble  Solomon's  importation  of  apes  and  pea- 
cocks ;  though  the  fuperfluities  of  life,  the  bau- 
bles of  the  opulent,  and  even  the  luxuries  which 
enervate  the  irrefolute  and  adminifter  difeafe,  are 
introduced  by  the  intercourfe  of  navigation;  the 
extent  of  the  benefits  which  attend  it,  are  to  be 
confidered,  ere  the  man  of  cool  reafon  will  ven- 
ture to  pronounce  that  the  world  is  injured,  and 
rendered  lefs  virtuous  and  lefs  happy  by  the  in- 
creafe of  commerce. 

If  a  view  of  the  ftate  of  mankind,  where  com- 
merce opens  no  intercourfe  between  nation  and 
nation,  be  neglected,  unjuft  conclufions  will  cer- 
tainly follow.  Where  the  ftate  of  barbarians, 
and  of  countries  under  the  different  degrees  of 
civilization,  are  candidly  weighed,  we  may  rea- 
fonably  expect  a  juft  decifion.  As  evidently  as 
the  appointment  of  nature  gives  pafture  to  the 
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herds,  fo  evidently  is  man  born  for  fociety.  As 
every  other  animal  is  in  its  natural  ftate  when  in 
the  iituation  which  its  inftinct  requires;  fo  man, 
when  his  reafon  is  cultivated,  is  then,  and  only 
then,  in  the  ftate  proper  to  his  nature.  The  life 
of  the  naked  favage,  who  feeds  on  acorns  and 
fleeps  like  a  beaft  in  his  den,  is  commonly  called 
the  natural  ftate  of  man ;  but  if  there  be  any  pro- 
priety in  this  aflertion,  his  rational  faculties  com- 
pofe  no  part  of  his  nature,  and  were  given  not 
to  be  ufed.  If  the  favage  therefore  live  in  a  ftate 
contrary  to  the  appointment  of  nature,  it  muft 
follow  that  he  is  not  fo  happy  as  nature  intended 
him  to  be.  And  a  view  of  his  true  character  will 
confirm  this  conclufion.  The  reveries,  the  fairy 
dreams  of  a  Roufleau,  may  figure  the  paradifiacal 
life  of  a  Hottentot,  but  it  is  only  in  fuch  dreams 
that  the  fuperior  happinefs  of  the  barbarian  ex- 
ifts.  The  favage,  it  is  true,  is  reluctant  to  leave 
his  manner  of  life;  but  unlefs  we  allow  that  he 
is  a  proper  judge  of  the  modes  of  living,  his  at- 
tachment only  exemplifies  the  amazing  power  of 
habit  in  reconciling  the  human  breaft  to  the 
moft  uncomfortable  fituations.  If  the  intercourfe 
of  mankind  in  fome  inftances  be  introductive  of 
vice,  the  want  of  it  as  certainly  excludes  the  ex- 
ertion of  the  nobleft  virtues ;  and  if  the  feeds  of 
virtue  are  indeed  in  the  heart,  they  often  lie 
dormant,  and  even  unknown  to  the  favage  pof- 
a  2  feffor. 
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fefior.  The  moft  beautiful  defcription  of  a  tribe 
of  favages,  which  we  may  be  affured  is  from  real 
life,  occurs  in  thefe  words.  And  the  five  fpies  of 
Dan  "  came  to  Laifh,  and  faw  the  people  that  were 
there,  how  they  dwelt  carelefs  after  the- manner  of  the 
Zidonians,  quiet  and  fecure,  and  there  was  no  magif- 
trate  in  the  land  that  might  put  them  to  fhame  in  any 

thing And  the  fpies  faid   to  their  brethren, 

Arife,  that  we  may  go  up  againji  them ;  for  we 
have  feen  the  land,  and  behold  it  is  very  good 
and  they  came  unto  Laifh,  unto  a  people  that  were 
quiet  and  fecure,  and  they  fmote  them  with  the 
edge  of  the  fword,  and  burnt  the  city  with  fire ; 
and  there  was  no  deliverer,  becaufe  it  was  far  from 

Zidon,  and  they  had  no  bufinefs  with  any  man" 

However  the  happy  fimplicity  of  this  fociety  may 
pleafe  the  man  of  fine  imagination,  the  true  phi- 
lofopher  will  view  the  men  of  Laifh  with  other 
eyes.  However  virtuous  he  may  fuppofe  one 
generation,  it  requires  an  alteration  of  human 
nature,  to  preferve  the  children  of  the  next  in 
the  fame  generous  eftrangement  from  the  felfifh 
paffions,  from  thofe  paffions  which  are  the  parents 
of  the  acts  of  injuftice.  When  his  wants  are 
eafily  fupplied,  the  manners  of  the  favage  will  be 
fimple,  and  often  humane,  for  the  human  heart 
is  not  vicious  without  objects  of  temptation.  But 
thefe  will  foon  occur ;  he  that  gathers  the  great  eft 
tjuantity  of  fruit  will  be  envied  by  the  lefs  induf- 

trious : 
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trious  :  The  uninformed  mind  feems  infenfible  of 
the  idea  of  the  right  of  pofteffion  which  the  labour 
of  acquirement  gives.  When  want  is  prefling,  and 
the  fupply  at  hand,  the  only  conhderation  with 
fuch  minds  is  the  danger  of  feizing  it;  and  where 
there  is  no  ?nagijirate  to  put  to  jhame  in  any  thing, 
depredation  will  foon  difplay  all  its  horrors.  Let 
it  be  even  admitted  that  the  innocence  of  the  men 
of  Laifh  could  fecure  them  from  the  confequences 
of  their  own  unreftrained  defires ;  could  even 
this  impoflibility  be  furmounted,  ftill  they  are  a 
wretched  prey  to  the  firft  invaders  ;  and  becaufe 
they  have  no  bufinefs  with  any  man,  they  will 
find  no  deliverer.  While  human  nature  is  the 
fame,  the  fate  of  Laifh  will  always  be  the  fate  of 
the  weak  and  defencelefs ;  and  thus  the  mod 
amiable  defcription  of  favage  life,  raifes  in  our 
minds  the  ftrongeft  imagery  of  the  mifery  and 
impoflible  continuance  of  fuch  a  ftate.  But 
if  the  view  of  thefe  innocent  people  terminate  in 
horror,  with  what  contemplation  mall  we  behold 
the  wilds  of  Africa  and  America  ?  The  tribes  of 
America,  it  is  true,  have  degrees  of  policy  greatly 
iuperior  to  any  thing  underftood  by  the  men  of 
Laifh.  Great  matters  of  martial  oratory,  their 
popular  affemblies  are  fchools  open  to  all  their 
youth.  In  thefe  they  not  only  learn  the  hiftory 
of  their  nation,  and  what  they  have  to  fear  from 
the  ftrength  and  defigns  of  their  enemies,  but 

they 
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they  alfo  imbibe  the  moft  ardent  fpirit  of  war. 
The  arts  of  ftratagem  are  their  ftudy,  and  the 
moll  athletic  exercifes  of  the  field  their  employ- 
ment and  delight.  And  what  is  their  greateft 
praife,  they  have  magiftrates  to  put  to  foame.  They 
inflict  no  corporeal  punifhment  on  their  country- 
men, it  is  true,  but  a  reprimand  from  an  elder, 
delivered  in  the  affembly,  is  efteemed  by  them  a 
deeper  degradation,  and  feverer  punifhment, 
than  any  of  thofe,  too  often  moft  impolitically 
adopted  by  civilized  nations.  Yet  though  pof- 
feffed  of  this  advantage,  an  advantage  impoflible 
to  exift  in  a  large  commercial  empire,  and  though 
mailers  of  great  martial  policy,  their  condition, 
upon  the  whole,  is  big  with  the  mod  ftriking  de- 
monftration  of  the  mifery  and  unnatural  ftate 
of  fuch  very  imperfect  civilization.  Multiply,  and 
replcnijh  the  earth,  is  an  injunction  of  the  heft  poli- 
tical philofophy  ever  given  to  man.  Nature  has 
appointed  man  to  cultivate  the  earth,  to  increafe 
in  number  by  the  food  which  its  culture  gives, 
and  by  this  increafe  of  brethren  to  remove  fome, 
and  to  mitigate  all  the  natural  miferies  of  human 
life.  But  in  direct  oppofition  to  this  is  the  politi- 
cal ftate  of  the  wild  Americans.  Their  lands,  lux- 
uriant in  climate,  are  often  defolate  waftes,  where 
thoufands  of  miles  hardly  fupport  a  few  hundreds 
of  favage  hunters.  Attachment  to  their  own 
tribe  conftitutes  their  higheft  idea  of  virtue  ;  but 

this 
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this  virtue  includes  the  moll  brutal  depravity, 
makes  them  efteem  the  man  of  every  other  tribe 
as  an  enemy,  as  one  with  whom  nature  had  placed 
them  in  a  ftate  of  war,  and  had  commanded  to 
deftroy*.  And  to  this  principle,  their  cufloms 
and  ideas  of  honour  ferve  as  rituals  and  minifters. 
The  cruelties  praclifed  by  the  American  favages 
on  their  prifoners  of  war  (and  war  is  their  chief 
employment)  convey  every  idea  expreffed  by  the 
word  diabolical,  and  give  a  moll  mocking  view 
of   the   degradation   of  human   nature  f .      But 

what 

*  This  ferocity  of  favage  manners  affords  a  philofophical  ac- 
count how  the  mofl  diftant  and  inholpitable  climes  were  firft  peo- 
pled. When  a  Romulus  erects  a  monarchy  and  makes  war  on 
his  neighbours,  fome  naturally  fly  to  the  wilds.  As  their  families 
increafe,  the  ftronger  commit  depredations  on  the  weaker  ;  and 
thus  from  generation  to  generation,  they  who  either  dread  juil 
punifhment  or  unjuil  oppreflion,  fly  farther  and  farther  in  fearch 
of  that  protection  which  is  only  to  be  found  in  civilized  fociety. 

f  Unlefs  when  compelled  by  European  troops,  the  exchange 
of  prifoners  is  never  practifed  by  the  American  favages. — Some- 
times, when  a  favage  lofes  a  fon  in  war,  he  adopts  one  of  the 
captives  in  his  ftead  ;  but  this  feldom  occurs  ;  for  the  death  of 
the  prifoner  feems  to  give  them  much  more  fatisfaclion.  The 
victim  is  tied  to  a  tree,  his  teeth  and  nails  are  drawn,  burning 
wood  is  held  to  every  tender  pait,  his  roafted  Angers  are  put  into 
the  bowl  of  a  pipe  and  fmoaked  by  the  favages  ;  his  tormentors 
with  horrid  howls  dance  round  him,  wounding  him  at  every  turn 
with  their  poignards  ;  his  eyes  are  at  lafl  thrulf.  out,  and  he  is 
let  loofe  to  ftagger  about  as  his  torture  impels  him.     As  foon  as 

he 
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what  peculiarly  completes  the  character  of  the 
favage  is  his  horrible  fuperftition.  In  the  moll 
diftant  nations  the  favage  is  in  this  the  fame.  The 
terror  of  evil  fpirits  continually  haunts  him  ; 
his  God  is  beheld  as  a  relentlefs  tyrant, 
and  is  worfhipped  often  with  cruel  rites,  always 
with  a  heart  full  of  horror  and  fear.  In  all  the 
numerous  accounts  of  favage  worfhip,  one  trace 
of  filial  dependence  is  not  to  be  found.  The  very 
reverfe  of  that  happy  idea  is  the  hell  of  the  igno- 
rant mind.  Nor  is  this  barbarifm  confined  alone 
to  thofe  ignorant  tribes,  whom  we  call  favages. 
The  vulgar  of  every  country  pofTefs  it  in  certain 
degrees,  proportionated  to  their  opportunities  of 
converfation  with  the  more  enlightened.  All  the 
virtues  and  charities,  which  either  dignify  human 
nature  or  render  it  amiable,  are  cultivated  and 
called  forth  into  action  by  fociety.  The  favage 
life  on  the  contrary,  if  we  may  be  allowed  the 
expreffion,  inftindively  narrows  the  mind  ;  and 
thus,    by  the  exclufion  of  the   nobler  feelings, 

prepares 

he  expires,  his  diflfevered  limbs  are  boiled  in  the  war-kettle,  and 
devoured  by  his  executioners.  And  fuch  is  the  power  of  cultom 
and  the  ideas  of  honour,  that  the  unhappy  fufferer  under  all  this 
torment  betrays  no  fign  of  fear  or  grief.  On  the  contrary  he  up- 
braids his  executioners  with  their  ignorance  of  the  art  of  torment- 
ing, and  boafts  how  many  of  their  kindred  had  found  their  grave 
in  his  belly,  whom  he  had  put  to  death  in  a  much  feverer  man- 
ner. 
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prepares  it,  as  a  foil,  ready  for  every  vice.  Sor- 
did difpofition  and  bafe  ferocity,  together  with 
the  moft  unhappy  fuperftition,  are  every  where 
the  proportionate  attendants  of  ignorance  and  fe- 
vere  want.  And  ignorance  and  want  are  only 
removed  by  intercourfe  and  the  offices  of  fociety. 
So  felf-evident  are  thefe  pofitions,  that  it  requires 
an  apology  for  infifting  upon  them  ;  but  the  apo- 
logy is  at  hand.  He  who  has  read  knows  how 
many  eminent  writers  *,  and  he  who  has  con- 

verfed 


*  The  author  of  that  voluminous  work,  Hijloire  Philofophlquc 
Iff  Politique  des  Etabliffemens  iff  du  Commerce  des  Europeens  dans 
les  deux  Indes,  is  one  of  the  many  who  afTert  that  the  favage  is 
happier  than  the  civil  life.  His  reafons  are  thus  abridged  :  The 
favage  has  no  care  or  fear  for  the  future,  his  hunting  and  fifhing 
give  him  a  certain  fubfiftence.  He  fleeps  found,  and  knows  not 
the  difeafes  of  cities.  He  cannot  want  what  he  does  not  defire, 
nor  defire  that  which  he  does  not  know,  and  vexation  or  grief  do 
not  enter  his  foul.  He  is  not  under  the  control  of  a  fuperior  in 
his  aclions  ;  in  a  word,  fays  our  author,  the  favage  only  fuffers 
the  evils  of  nature 

If  the  civilized,  he  adds,  enjoy  the  elegancies  of  life,  have  bet- 
ter food,  and  are  more  comfortably  defended  againft  the  change 
of  feafons,  it  is  ufe  which  makes  thefe  things  neceffary,  and  they 
are  purchafed  by  the  painful  labours  of  the  multitude  who  are  the 
bafis  of  fociety.  To  what  outrages  is  not  the  man  of  civil  life  ex- 
pofed  ;  if  he  has  property,  it  is  in  danger  ;  and  government  or  au- 
thority is,  according  to  this  author,  the  greateft  of  all  evils.  If 
there  is  a  famine  in  the  north  of  America,  the  favage,  led  by  the 

wiud 
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vcrfed  knows  how  many  refpectable  names,  con- 
nect the  idea  of  innocence  and  happinefs  with  the 
life  of  the  favage  and  the  unimproved  ruftic.     To 

fix 

wind  and  the  fun,  can  go  to  a  better  clime  ;  but  in  the  horrors  of 
famine,  war,  or  peftilcnce,  the  ports  and  barriers  of  polifhed  flares 
place  the  fubjecls  in  a  prifon,  where  they  muft  perifh — //  rejlerolt 
enrore — There  ftill  remains  an  infinite  difference  between  the  lot 
of  the  civilized  and  the  favage  ;  a  difference,  toute  entiere,  all  en- 
tirely to  the  difadvantage  of  fociety,  that  injuftice  which  reigns  in 
the  inequality  of  fortunes  and  conditions.  "  In  fine,  fays  he,  as 
the  wifh  for  independence  is  one  of  the  firft  inftincts  of  man,  he 
who  can  join  to  the  poffeffion  of  this  primitive  right,  the  moral  fe- 
curity  of  a  fubfiftence,  (which  we  were  juft  told  the  favage  could 
do)  is  incomparably  more  happy  than  the  rich  man  furrounded 
with  laws,  fuperiors,  prejudices,  and  fafhions,  which  endanger 
his  liberty." — 

Such  are  the  fentiments  of  Abbe  Haynal,  a  writer  whofe  fpirited 
manner,  and  interefting  fubject,  have  acquired  him  many  readers. 
As  he  is  not  fingular  in  his  eftimate  of  favage  happinefs,  his  ar- 
guments merit  examination.  And  a  view  of  the  full  tendency  of 
his  affertions  will  fufficiently  refute  his  conclufions.  Nothing  can 
be  more  evident,  than  that  if  habit  deftroy  the  relifh  of  the  ele- 
gancies of-life,  habit  alfo  will  deftroy  the  pleafure  of  hunting  and 
fifhing,  when  thefe  are  the  fole  bufinefs  of  the  favage.  If  the 
favage  has  no  care  and  no  fuperior,  thefe  very  circumftances  na- 
turally brutalize  his  mind,  and  render  him  vicious,  fierce,  and 
felfifh.  Nor  is  he  fo  free  from  care,  as  fome  philofophers  on  their 
couches  of  down  are  apt  to  dream.  Becaufe  hunting  and  fifhing 
feem  pleafant  to  us,  are  they  alfo  a  pleafure  to  the  wretch  who  in 
all  feafons  muft  follow  them  for  his  daily  fuftenance  ?  You  may  as 
well  maintain  that  a  poftilion,  jaded  with  fatigue,   and  fhivering 

with 
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fix  the  character  of  the  favage  is  therefore  necef- 
fary,  ere  we  examine  the  affertion,  that  "  it  had 
been  happy  for  both  the  old  and  the  new  worlds, 

if 


v  ith  wet  and  cold,  is  extremely  happy,  becaufe  gentlemen  ride 
on  horfeback  for  their  pleafure  That  we  cannot  want  what  we 
do  not  defire,  nor  defire  what  we  do  not  know,  are  juft  pofitions  ; 
but  does  it  follow,  that  fuch  a  itate  is  happier  than  that  which 
brings  the  wifhes  and  cares  of  civil  life  ?  By  no  means  :  For  ac- 
cording to  this  argument,  infenfibility,  and  happinefs  proceed  in 
the  fame  gradation,  and  of  confequence  an  oyfter  *  is  the  happi- 
eft  of  all  animals.  The  advantages  afcribed  to  the  favage  over 
the  civilized  life,  in  the  time  of  war  and  famine,  in  the  equality, 
of  rank,  and  fecurity  of  liberty,  offer  an  outrage  to  common 
fenfe,  and  are  ftriking  inftances  that  no  paradox  is  too  grofs  for 
the  reveries  of  modern  philofophy.  This  author  quite  forgets 
what  dangers  the  favages  are  every  where  expofed  to  ;  how  their 
lands,  if  of  any  value,  are  fure  to  be  feized  by  their  more  pow- 
erful neighbours,  and  millions  of  their  perfons  enflaved  by  the 
more  polilhed  ftates.  He  quite  forgets  the  infinite  dijlance  between 
the  rejourns  of  the  focial  and  favage  life  ;  between  the  com- 
forts adminiftered  by  fociety  to  infirmity  and  old  age,  and  the 
miferable  ftate  of  the  favage  when  he  can  no  longer  purfue  his 
hunting  and  fifhing.  He  alfo  quite  forgets  the  infinite  difference 
between  the  difcourfe  of  the  favage  hut,  and  the  carta  deorum, 
the  friendlhip  and  converfation  of  refined  and  elevated  under- 
ftandings.  But  to  philofophize  is  the  contagion  which  infefte 
the  efpr its  forts  of  the  continent  ;  and  under  the  mania  of  this  dif- 
eafe,  there  is  no  wonder  that  common  fenfe  is  fo  often  crucified. 
It  is  only  the  reputation  of  thofe  who  fupport  fome  opinions  that 

will 

*  And  our  author  in  reality  goes  as  far,  "  Temoin  cet  Eeoffbit, — Witneis  that 
"  Scotch;-.-;    .  a'u.j  being  left  alone  on  the  ille  of  Fernandez,   was 

"  only 


xii  INTRODUCTION. 

if  the  Eaft  and  Weft-Indies  had  never  been  difco- 
vered."  The  bloodflied  and  the  attendant  mife- 
ries  which  the  unparalleled  rapine  and  cruelties  of 

the 

will  apologife  for  the  labour  of  refuting  them.  We  may  therefore, 
it  is  hoped,  be  forgiven,  if,  en  bagatelle,  we  fmile  at  the  triumph 
of  our  author,  who  thus  funis  up  his  arguments :  "  Apr -es  tout ', 
"  un  mot  pent  terminer  ce  grand  proces — After  all,  one  word  will 
**  decide  this  grand  difpute,  fo  ftrongly  canvaffed  among  philofo- 
"  phers  :  Demand  of  the  man  of  civil  life,  if  he  is  happy  ? 
°  Demand  of  the  favage  if  he  is  miferable  ?  If  both  anfwer, 
"  No,  the  difpute  is  determined."  By  no  means  ;  for  the  beaft 
that  is  contented  to  wallow  in  the  mire,  is  by  this  argument  in  a 
happier  ftate  than  the  man  who  has  one  wifh  to  fatisfy,  however 
reafonably  he  may  hope  to  do  it  by  his  induftry  and  virtue. 


"  only  unhappy  while  his  memoty  remained;  but  when  his  natural  wants 
,s  fo  engrofied  him  that  he  forgot  his  country,  his  language,  his  name,  and 
"  even  the  articulation  of  words,  this  European,  at  the  end  of  four  years, 
*'  found  himfelf  eafed  of  the  burden  of  focial  life,  in  having  the  happinefs 
"  to  lofe  the  ufe  of  reflection,  of  thofe  thoughts  which  led  him  back  to  the 
"  part,  or  taught  him  to  dread  the  future."  But  this  is  as  erroneous  in  fact, 
as  fuch  happinefs  is  falfe  in  philofophy.  Alexander  Selkirk  fell  into  no 
fuch  Hate  of  happy  idiotifm.  By  his  own  account  he  acquired  Indeed  the 
greateft  tranquillity  of  mind,  which  arofe  from  religious  fubmiiTion  to  his 
fate.  He  had  with  him  a  bible,  fome  books  of  mathematics  and  practical 
divinity;  the  daily  perufal  of  which  both  fortified  his  patience  and  amufed 
his  tedious  hours.  And  he  profefTed  that  he  feared  he  would  never  again 
befo  good  a  chrilfian.  In  his  domellic  ceconomy  he  fhewed  every  exertion 
of  an  intelligent  mind.  When  Capt.  Rogers  found  him  in  1709,  the  ac- 
counts which  he  gave  of  the  fptings  and  vegetables  of  the  ifland,  were  of 
the  greateft  fervice  to  the  fhip's  company.  And  the  captain  found  him  fo 
able  a  failor,  that  he  immediately  made  him  mate  of  his  (hip.  Having  feen 
Capt.  Rogers's  veflel  at  fea,  he  made  a  fire  in  the  night,  in  confequence  of 
which  a  boat  was  fent  to  examine  the  fhorc.  He  faid  he  had  feen  fome 
Spaniards  at  different  times  land  on  the  ifland,  but  he  had  always  fled  from 
them,  judging  they  would  certainly  put  him  to  death,  in  order  to  prevent 
any  account  which  he  might  be  able  to  give  of  the  South  Seas.  This  is  not 
the  rcafoning  of  the  man  who  has  forgotten  his  name  and  his  country. 
And  even  his  amufements  difcover  humour,  and  a  mind  by  no  means  wrapt 
up  in  dull  or  favage  tranquillity.  He  had  taught  a  number  of  his  tame 
coats  and  cats  to  dance  on  their  hinder  legs;  and  he  himfelf  fung,  and  danc- 
ed along  with  them.     This  he  exhibited  to  Capt.  Rogers  and  his  company. 

The 
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the  Spaniards  fpread  over  the  new  world,  indeed 
difgrace  human  nature.  The  great  and  flourifli- 
ing  empires  of  Mexico  and  Peru,  fteeped  in  the 
blood  of  forty  millions  of  their  fons,  prelent  a 
melancholy  profpect  which  muft  excite  the  in- 
dignation of  every  good  heart.  Yet  fuch  defla- 
tion is  not  the  certain  confequence  of  difcovery. 
And  even  mould  we  allow  that  the  depravity  of 
human  nature  is  fo  great,  that  the  avarice  of  the 
merchant  and  rapacity  of  the  foldier  will  over- 
whelm with  mifery  every  new difcovered  country, 
ftill  are  there  other,  more  comprehenfive  views, 
to  betaken,  ere  we  decide  againft  the  intercourfe 
introduced  by  navigation.  When  we  weigh  the 
happinefs  of  Europe  in  the  fcale  of  political  phi- 
lofophy,  we  are  not  to  confine  our  eye  to  the 
dreadful  ravages  of  Attila  the  Hun,  or  of  Alaric 
the  Goth.  If  the  waters  of  a  ftagnated  lake  are 
difturbed  by  the  fpade  when  led  into  new  chan- 
nels, we  ought  not  to  inveigh  againft  the  altera- 
tion becaufe  the  waters  are  fouled  at  the  firft ; 

we 


The  captain  indeed  fays  he  feemed  to  have  forgotten  part  of  his  language, 
as  he  fpoke  his  words  by  halves.  But  let  it  be  remembered,  that  Selkirk 
■was  born  in  a  county  of  Scotland  where  the  vulgar  lay,  fat  ir  yee  deein,  and 
far  ir  ya  gazun,  in  place  of  ivhat  are  you  doing,  and  lubere  are  you  vointr.  Sel- 
kirk, it  is  true,  had  been  fome  little  while  on  board  Dampier's  inip,  but 
not  to  mention  what  little  improvement  of  his  fpeech  might  from  thence 
be  received,  ceitain  it  is  that  diiufe  of  the  acquired  tongue,  as  well  as  fud- 
den  paffion,  will  recall  the  native  dialed. — It  is  no  wonder,  therefore,  that 
an  Englilhman  fhould  think  he  fpoke  his  words  by  halves.  Selkirk  had  not 
been  full  four  years  on  the  I.land  of  Fernandez,  and  on  his  return  to  Eng- 
land, the  narrative  which  he  gave  of  his  fufFerings  afforded  the  hint  of  Robin  - 
fon  Crufoe. 


xiv  INTRODUCTION. 

we  are  to  wait  to  fee  the  ftreamlets  refine 
and  fpread  beauty  and  utility  through  a  thou- 
fand  vales  which  they  never  vifited  before. 
Such  were  the  conquefts  of  Alexander ;  tempo- 
rary evils,  but  civilization  and  happinefs  follow- 
ed in  the  bloody  track.  And  though  difgraced 
with  every  barbarity,  happinefs  has  alfo  followed 
the  conquefts  of  the  Spaniards  in  the  other  hemif- 
phere.  Though  the  villainy  of  the  Jefuits  de- 
feated their  fchemes  of  civilization  in  many  coun- 
tries, the  labours  of  that  fociety  have  been  crown- 
ed with  a  fuccefs  in  Paraguay  and  in  Canada, 
which  reflects  upon  their  induftry  the  greatefl 
honour.  The  cuftoms  and  cruelties  of  many 
American  tribes  ftill  difgrace  human  nature  ;  but 
in  Paraguay  and  Canada  the  natives  have  been 
brought  to  relifh  the  bleflings  of  fociety  and  the 
arts  of  virtuous  and  civil  life.  If  Mexico  is  not 
fo  populous  as  it  once  was,  neither  is  it  fo  barba- 
rous ;  the  fhrieks  of  the  human  victim  do  not  now 
refound  from  temple  to  temple  ;  nor  does  the  hu- 
man heart,  held  up  reeking  to  the  Sun,  imprecate 
the  vengeance   of  heaven  on  the  guilty  empire*. 

And, 

*  The  innocent  fimplicity  of  the  Americans  in  their  confe- 
rences with  the  Spaniards,  and  the  dreadful  cruelties  they  fuffered, 
divert  our  view  from  their  complete  character.  But  almoft  every 
thing  was  horrid  in  their  civil  cuftoms  and  religious  rites.  In 
fome  tribes,  to  cohabit  with  their  mothers,  fifters,  and  daughters, 
was  efteemed  the  means  of  domeftic  peace.     In  others,  catamites 

were 
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And,   however  impolitically  defpotic  the  Spanifti 
governments  may  be,  ftill  do  thefe  colonies  enjoy 
the  opportunities  of  improvement,  which  in  eve- 
ry 

were  maintained  in  every  village  ;  thefe  went  from  houfe  to  houfe 
as  they  pleafed,  and  it  was  unlawful  to  refufe  them  what  victuals 
they  chufed.  In  every  tribe  the  captives  taken  in  war  were  mur- 
dered with  the  moft  wanton  cruelty,  and  afterwards  devoured 
by  the  victors.  Their  religious  rites  were,  if  poflible,  ftill  more 
horrid.  The  abominations  of  ancient  Moloch  were  here  outnum- 
bered ;  children,  virgins,  flaves,  and  captives,  bled  on  different 
altars,  to  appeafe  their  various  gods.  If  there  was  a  fcarcity 
of  human  victims,  the  priefts  announced  that  the  gods  were  dying 
of  thirft  for  human  blood.  And  to  prevent  a  threatened  famine 
the  kings  of  Mexico  were  obliged  to  make  war  on  the  neighbour- 
ing ftates,  to  fupply  the  altars.  The  prifoners  of  either  fide  died 
by  the  hands  of  the  prieft.  But  the  number  of  the  Mexican  fa- 
crifices  fo  greatly  exceeded  thofe  of  other  nations,  that  the  Thf- 
calans,  who  were  hunted  down  for  this  purpofe,  readily  joined 
Cortez  with  about  200,000  men,  and  fired  by  the  moft 
fixed  hatred,  enabled  him  to  make  one  great  facrifice  of  the  Mex- 
ican nation.  Without  the  afliftance  of  thefe  potent  auxiliaries 
Cortez  never  could  have  conquered  Mexico.  And  thus  the  bar- 
barous cruelty  of  the  Mexicans  was  the  real  caufe  of  their  very 
fignal  deftruction.  As  the  horrid  fcenes  of  Gladiators  amufed 
ancient  Rome,  fo  their  more  horrid  facrifices  feem  to  have  formed 
the  chief  entertainment  of  Mexico.  At  the  dedication  of  the 
temple  of  Vitzuliputzli,  A.  D.  i486,  64,080  human  victims 
were  facrificed  in  four  days.  And,  according  to  the  beft  accounts, 
their  annual  facrifices  required  feveral  thoufands.  The  fkulls  of 
the  victims  fometimes  were  hung  on  firings  which  reached  from 
tree  to  tree  around  their  temples,  and  fometimes  were  built  up  in 
towers  and  cemented  with  lime.  In  fome  of  thefe  towers  An- 
drew 
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ry  age  arife  from  the  knowledge  of  commerce 
and  of  letters  ;  opportunities  which  were  never 
enjoyed  under  the  dominion  of  Montezuma  and 
Atabalipa.  But  if  from  Spanifh,  we  turn  our 
eyes  to  Britifh  America,  what  a  glorious  profpecl: ! 
Here  formerly  on  the  wild  lawn,  perhaps  twice 
in  the  year,  a  few  favage  hunters  kindled  their 
evening  fire,  kindled  it  more  to  protect  them 
from  evil  fpirits  and  beafts  of  prey,  than  from 

the 

drew  de  Tapia  one  day  counted  *  136,000  fkulls.     When   the 

Spaniards  gave  to  the  Mexicans  a  pompous  difplay  of  the  great- 

nefs  of  their  monarch  Charles  V.  Montezuma's  orators  in  return 

boafted  of  the  power  of  their  emperor,  and  enumerated  among  the 

proofs  of  it,  the  great  number  of  his  human  facrifices.     He  could 

eafily  conquer  that  great  people,  the  Tlafcalans,  they  faid,  but 

he  chufes  to  preferve  them  to  fupply  his  altars.     During  the  war 

with  the  Spaniards  they  increafed  their  ufual  facrifices,   till  priefl 

and  people  were  tired  of  their  bloody  religion.  Frequent  embaflies 

from  different  tribes  complained  to  Cortez  that  they  were  weary 

of  their  rites,  and  intreated   him  to  teach  them   his  law.     And 

though  the  Peruvians,  it  is  faid,  were  more  polifhed,  and  did  not 

facrifice  quite  fo  many  as  the  Mexicans,  yet  200  children  was  the 

ufual  hecatomb  for  the  health  of  the  Ynca,  and  a  much  larger  one 

of  all  ranks  honoured  his  obfequies.     The  method  of  facrificing 

was  thus  :   Six  priefts  laid  the  victim  on  an  altar,  which  was  narrow 

at  top,  when  five  bending  him  acrofs,  the  fixth  cut  up  his  ftomach 

with  a  (harp  flint,  and  while  he  held  up  the  heart  reeking  to  the 

fun,  the  others  tumbled  the  carcafe  down  a  flight  of  flairs  near  the 

altar,    and  immediately  proceeded  to   the  next  facrifice.      See 

Acofta,   Gomara,  Careri,  the  Letters  of  Cortez  to  Charles  V. 

&c.  &c. 

*  By  multiplying  the  numbers,  no  doubt,  of  the  horizontal  and  perpen- 
dicular rows  into  each  other. 
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the  cold ;  and  with  their  feet  pointed  to  it,  flept 
on  the  ground.  Here  now  population  fpreads 
her  thoufands,  and  fociety  appears  in  all  its  blef- 
fings  of  mutual  *  help,  and  the  mutual  lights  of 
intellectual  improvement.  "  What  work  of  art, 
"  or  power,  or  public  utility,  has  ever  equalled 
"  the  glory  of  having  peopled  a  continent,  with- 
"  out  guilt  or  bloodfhed,  with  a  multitude  of  free 
"  and  happy  common-wealths,  to  have  given 
"  them  the  beft  arts  of  life  and  government I" 
To  have  given  a  favage  continent  an  image  of  the 
Britifh  conltitution  is  indeed  the  greateft  glory  of 
the  Britifh  crown,  "  a  greater  than  any  other 
"  nation  ever  acquired ;"  and  from  the  confe- 
quences  of  the  genius  of  Henry  Duke  of  Vifeo, 
did  the  Britifh  American  empire  arife,  an  empire 
which,  unlefs  retarded  by  the  illiberal  and  inhu- 
man fpirit  of  religious  fanaticifm,  will  in  a  few 
centuries,  perhaps,   be  the  glory  of  the  world. 

Stubborn  indeed  muft  be  the  Theorift,  who 
will  deny  the  improvement,  virtue,  and  happi- 
nefs,  which  in  the  remit,  the  voyage  of  Colum- 
bus has  fpread  over  the  Weflern  World.  The 
happinefs  which  Europe  and  Afia  have  received 
from  the  intercourfe  with  each  other,  cannot  hi- 
Vol.  I.  b  therto, 

*  This  was  written  ere  the  commencement  of  the  unhappy 
civil  war  in  America.  And  under  the  influence  of  the  fpirit  of 
the  Britiih  conllitution,  that  country  may  perhaps  again  deferve 
♦■his  character. 
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therto,  it  muft  be  owned,  be  compared  either' 
with  the  pofleflion  of  it,  or  the  four'ce  of  its  in- 
crease eftabliflied  in  America.  Yet  let  the  man- 
of  the  moll  melancholy  views  eftimate  all  the 
wars  and  depredations  which  are  charged  upon 
the  Portuguefe  and  other  European  nations,  ftill 
will  the  Eaftern  World  appear  confiderably  ad- 
vantaged by  the  voyage  of  Gama.  If  feas  of 
blood  have  been  fhed  by  the  Portuguefe,  nothing 
new  was  introduced  into  India,  War  and  depre- 
dation were  no  unheard  of  {transfers  on  the  banks 

o 

of  the  Ganges  ;  nor  could  the  nature  of  the  civi! 
eftablifhments  of  the  eaftern  nations  fecure  a  lad- 
ing peace.  The  ambition  of  their  native  princes 
was  only  diverted  into  new  channels ;  into  chan- 
nels, which  in  the  natural  courfe  of  human  af- 
fairs, will  certainly  lead  to  permanent  govern- 
ments, eftablifhed  on  improved  laws  and  juft  do- 
minion. Yet  even'  ere  fuch  governments  are 
formed,  is  Afia  no  lofer  by  the  arrival  of  Euro- 
peans. The  horrid  maffacres  and  unbounded  ra- 
pine which,  according  to  their  own  annals,  fol- 
lowed the  victories  of  their  Afian  conquerors, 
were  never  equalled  by  the  worft  of  their  Euro- 
pean vanquifhers.  Nor  is  the  eftablifhment  of 
improved  governments  in  the  eaft  the  dream  of 
theory.  The  fuperiority  of  the  civil  and  milita- 
ry arts  of  the  Britim,  notwithstanding  the  hate- 
ful character  of  fome  individuals,  is  at  this  day 
beheld  in  India  with  all  the  aftonifhment  of  admi- 
ration ; 
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ration  ;  and  admiration  is  always  followed,  though 
often  with  retarded  fteps,  by  the  ftrong  defire  of 
fimilar  improvement.  Long  after  the  fall  of  the 
Roman  empire,  the  Roman  laws  were  adopted 
by  nations  which  ancient  Rome  efteemed  as  bar- 
barous. And  thus,  in  the  courfe  of  ages,  the  Bri- 
tilh  laws,  according  to  every  teft  of  probability, 
will,  in  India,  have  a  moft  important  effect,  will 
fulfil  the  prophecy  of  Camoens,  and  transfer  to 
the  Britifh  the  high  compliment  he  pays  to  his 
countrymen  -, 

Beneath  their  fway  majeftic,  wife,  and  mild, 

Proud  of  her  victor's  laws,  thrice  happier  India  fmiled. 

In  former  ages,  and  within  thefe  few  years, 
the  fertile  empire  of  India  has  exhibited  every 
i'cene  of  human  mifery,  under  the  undiftinguifh- 
ing  ravages  of  their  Mohammedan  and  native 
princes  ;  ravages  only  equalled  in  European  hif- 
tory  by  thofe  committed  under  Attila,  furnamed 
the  fcouro:e  of  God,  and  the  deftrover  of  nations. 
The  ideas  of  patriotifm  and  of  honour  were  fel- 
dom  known  in  the  cabinets  of  the  eafteni  princes 
till  the  arrival  of  the  Europeans.  Every  fpecies 
of  afTaffination  was  the  policy  of  their  courts,  and 
every  act  of  unreftrained  rapine  and  madacre  fol- 
lowed the  path  of  victory.  But  fome  of  the  Por- 
tuguefe  governors,  and  many  of  the  Englifh  offi- 

-  .  have  taught  them,  that  humanity  to  the 
b  2  conquered 
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conquered  is  the  beft,  the  trueft  policy.  The  bru^ 
tal  ferocity  of  their  own  conquerors  is  now  the 
object  of  their  greateft  dread  ;  and  the  fuperiority 
ot  the  Britifh  in  war  has  convinced  their  *  princes, 
that  an  alliance  with  the  Biitifh  is  the  fureft  gua- 
rantee of  their  national  peace  and  profperity. 
While  the  Englifh  Eaft  India  Company  are  poffef- 
fed  of  their  prefect  greatnefs,  it  is  in  their  power 
to  diiTufe  over  the  Eaft  every  blefling  v  >ws 

from  the  wifeft  and  moft  humane  policy.  Long 
ere  the  Europeans  arrived,  a  failure  of  the  crop 
of  rice,  the  principal  food  of  India,  has  fpread 
the  devailations  of  famine  over  the  populous  plains 
of  Bengal.  And  never,  from  the  feven  years 
famine  of  ancient  Egypt  to  the  prefent  day,  was 
there  a  natural  fcarcity  in  any  country  which  did 
not  enrich  the  proprietors  of  the  granaries.  The 
Mohammedan  princes  and  Moorifh  traders  have 
often  added  all  the  horrors  of  an  artificial  to  a 
natural  famine.  But  however  fome  Portuguefe 
or  other  governors  may  ftand  accufed,  much 
was  left  for  the  humanity  of  the  more  exalted  po- 
licy of  an  Albuquerque  or  a  Caftro.  And  under 
fuch  European  governors  as  thefe,  the  diftrefTes 
of  the  Eaft  have  often  been  alleviated  by  a  gene- 
rofity  of  conduct,  and  a  train  of  refources  for- 
merly 

'  lammed  All  Khan,  Nabob  of  the  Carnatic,  declared,  "  I  met  the 
'■:  Britifli  with  that  freedom  of  opennefs  which  they  love,  and  I  efteem  it 
"  my    hon<  ;•',  to  be   the  ally  of  fuch  a  nation   of 
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merly  unknown  in  Afia.  Abfurd  and  impractica- 
ble were  that  fcheme,  which  would  introduce  the 
Britifli  laws  into  India,  without  the  deepeft  re- 
gard to  the  manners  and  circum fiances  peculiar 
to  the  people.  But  that  fpirit  of  liberty  upon 
which  they  are  founded,  and  that  fecurity  of 
property  which  is  their  leading  principle,  muft, 
in  time,  have  a  wide  and  ftupendous  effect.  The 
abject  fpirit  of  Afiatic  fubmiflion  will  be  taught 
to  fee,  and  to  claim  thofe  rights  of  nature,  of 
which  the  difpirited  and  paffive  Gentoos  could, 
till  lately,  hardly  form  an  idea.  From  this,  as 
naturally  as  the  noon  fucceeds  the  dawn,  muft  the 
other  bleffings  of  civilization  arife.  For  though 
the  four  great  tribes  of  India,  are  almoft  inacceffible 
to  the  introduction  of  other  manners  and  of  other 
literature  than  their  own,  happily  there  is  in  hu- 
man nature  a  propeniity  to  change.  Nor  may 
the  political  philofopher  be  deemed  an  enthufiaft, 
who  would  boldly  prophefy,  that  unlcfs  the  Britifli 
be  driven  from  India,  the  general  fuperiority 
which  they  bear,  will,  ere  many  generations  mail 
have  paflfed,  induce  the  molt  intelligent  of  India 
to  break  the  fhackles  of  their  abfurd  fuperflitions, 
and  lead  them  to  partake  of  thole  advantages 
which  arife  from  the  free  fcope  and  due  cultiva- 
tion of  the  rational  powers.  In  almoft  every  in- 
flance  {  the  Indian  inllitutions  are  not  contrary 

to 

\  Every  man  muft  follow  his  father's  tiade,  and  mnf!  marry  a  daughter 
oftlie  fame  occupation.    Innumerable  ai  rbaibarousi   I 

pf  genius  and 
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to  the  feelings  and  wifhes  of  nature.  And  igno- 
rance and  bigotry,  their  two  chief  pillars,  can 
never  fecure  unalterable  duration  *.  We  have 
certain  proof,  that  the  horrid  cuftom  of  burn- 
ing the  wives  along  with  the  body  of  the  deceafed 
hufband,  has  continued  for  upwards  of  1500 
years  ;  we  are  alfo  certain,  that  within  thefe 
twenty  years  it  has  begun  to  fall  into  difufe.  To- 
gether with  the  alteration  of  this  mod  (Inking 
feature  of  Indian  manners,  other  affimilations  to 
European  fentiments  have  already  taken  place  f. 
Nor  can  the  obftinacy  even  of  the  conceited 
Chinefe  always  refill  the  defire  of  imitating  the 
Europeans,  a  people  who  in  arts  and  in  arms  are 
fo  greatly  fuperior  to  themfelves.  The  ufe  of 
the  twenty-four  letters,  by  which  we  can  exprefs 
every  language,  appeared  at  firfl  as  miraculous 
to  the  Chinefe.  Prejudice  cannot  always  deprive 
that  people,  who  are  not  deficient  in  felfifh  cun- 
ning, of  the  eafe  and  expedition  of  an  alphabet ; 
and  it  is  eafy  to  forefee,  that,  in  the  courfe  of  a 
few  centuries,  fome  alphabet  will  certainly  take 
place  of  the  60,000  arbitrary  marks,  which  now 
render  the  cultivation  of  the  Chinefe  literature 
not  only  a  labour  of  the  utmofl  difficulty,  but 

even 

*  The  impoffibility  of  alteration  in  the  religion  of  the  Bramins,  is  an 
sfkrtion  againft  fa<frs.  The  high  antiquity  and  unadulterated  famencfs  of 
their  religion,  are  impofitions  on  Europe.  For  a  clear  demonstration  of 
this,  fee  the  Enquiry,  &c.  at  the  end  of  the  VHth  Lufiad. 

f  See  the  above  Enquiry,  &c. 
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even  the  attainment  of  it,  impoflible  beyond  a 
very  limited  degree.  And  from  the  introduction 
of  an  alphabet,  what  improvements  may  not  be 
expected  from  the  laborious  induftry  of  the 
Chinefe  !  Though  moft  obftinately  attached  to 
their  old  cuftoms,  yet  there  is  a  tide  in  the  man- 
ners of  nations  which  is  fudden  and  rapid,  and 
which  acts  with  a  kind  of  inftinctive  fury  againfl: 
ancient  prejudice  and  abfurdity.  It  was  that 
nation  of  merchants,  the  Phoenicians,  which  dif- 
fufed  the  ufe  of  letters  through  the  ancient,  and 
Commerce  will  undoubtedly  difFufe  the  fame  blef- 
iings  through  the  modern  world. 

To  this  view  of  the  political  happinefs,  which  is 
fure  to  be  introduced  in  proportion  to  civiliza- 
tion, let  the  Divine  add,  what  may  be  reafonably 
expected,  from  fuch  opportunity  of  the  increafe  of 
Religion.  A  factory  of  merchants,  indeed,  has 
ieldom  been  found  to  be  the  fchool  of  piety  ;  yet 
when  the  general  manners  of  a  people  become 
aflimilated  to  thofe  of  a  more  rational  worfhip, 
fomething  more  than  ever  was  produced  by  an  in- 
fant miffion,  or  the  neighbourhood  of  an  infant 
colony,  may  then  be  reafonably  expected,  and 
even  foretold. 

In  eftimating  the  political  happinefs  of  a  people, 
nothing  is  of  greater  importance  than  their  capa- 
city of,  and  tendency  to,  improvement.     A 
lead  lake,  to  continue  our  former  allufion,  will 

remain 
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remain  in  the  fame  ftate  for  ages  and  ages,  fo 
would  the  bigotry  and  fuperftitions  of  the  Eaft 
continue  the  fame.  But  if  the  lake  is  begun  to 
be  opened  into  a  thoufand  rivulets,  who  knows 
over  what  unnumbered  fields,  barren  before,  they 
may  diffufe  the  bleflings  of  fertility,  and  turn  a 
dreary  wildernefs   into   a   land    of  fociety   and 

joy- 
In  contrail  to  this,  let  the  Golden  Coaft  and 

other  immenfe  regions  of  Africa  be  contem- 
plated : 

Afric  behold  ;  alas,  what  altered  view  ! 
Her  lands  uncultivated,  and  her  fons  untrue  ; 
Ungraced  with  all  that  fweetens  human  life, 
Savage  and  fierce  they  roam  in  brutal  ftrife  ; 
Eager  they  grafp  the  gifts  which  culture  yields, 
Yet  naked  roam  their  own  negle&ed  fields  .... 
Unnumber'd  tribes  as  bcftial  grazers  ftray, 
By  laws  unform'd,  unform'd  by  Reafon's  fway. 
Far  inward  ftretch  the  mournful  fteril  dales, 
Where  on  the  parcht  hill-fide  pale  famine  wails. 

Lusiad  X. 

Let  us  view  what  millions  of  thefe  unhappy  fa- 
vages  are  dragged  from  their  native  fields,  and  cut 
off  for  ever  from  all  hopes  and  the  rights  to  which 
human  birth  entitled  them.  And  who  would  hefi- 
tate  to  pronounce  that  negro  the  greateft  of  patri- 
ots, who,  by  teaching  his  countrymen  the  arts  of 
fociety,  mould  teach  them  to  defend  themfelves  in 
the  pofieflion  of  their  fields,  their  families,  and 
their  own  perfonal  liberties  ? 

Evident 
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Evident  however  as  it  is,  that  the  voyages  of 
Gama  and  Columbus  have  already  carried  a  fupe- 
rior  degree  of  happinefs,  and  the  promife  of  in- 
finitely more,  to  the  Eaftern  and  Weftern 
Worlds ;  yet  the  advantages  derived  from  the 
difcovery  of  thefe  regions  to  Europe  may  perhaps 
be  denied.  But  let  us  view  what  Europe  was, 
ere  the  genius  of  Don  Henry  gave  birth  to  the 
fpirit  of  modern  difcovery. 

Several  ages  before  this  period  the  feudal  fyf- 
tem  had  degenerated  into  the  mod  abfolute  ty- 
ranny. The  barons  exercifed  the  moft  defpotic 
authority  over  their  vaffals,  and  every  fcheme  of 
public  utility  was  rendered  impracticable  by  their 
continual  petty  wars  with  each  other ;  and  to 
which  they  led  their  dependents  as  dogs  to  the 
chace.  Unable  to  read,  or  to  write  his  own 
name,  the  chieftain  was  entirely  pofTefled  by  the 
moft  romantic  opinion  of  military  glory,  and  the 
long  of  his  domeftic  minftrel  conftituted  his 
higheft  idea  of  fame.  The  claffics  flept  on  the 
ihelves  of  the  monafteries,  their  dark,  but  happy 
afylum ;  while  the  life  of  the  monks  refembled 
that  of  the  fattened  beeves  which  loaded  their  ta- 
bles. Real  abilities  were  indeed  pofTeiTed  by  a 
Duns  Scotus,  and  a  few  others ;  but  thefe  were 
loft  in  the  inoft  trifling  fubtleties  of  a  fophiftry, 
which  they  dignified  with  the  name  of  cafuiftical 
divinity.     Whether  Adam  and  Eve  were  created 

with 
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with  navels,  and  how  many  thoufand  angels 
might  at  the  fame  inftant  dance  upon  the  point  of 
the  fineil  needle  without  joftling  one  another, 
were  two  of  the  feveral  topics  of  like  importance 
which  excited  the  acumen  and  engaged  the  con- 
troverfies  of  the  learned.  While  every  branch  of 
philofophical,  of  rational  inveftigation,  was  thus 
unpurfued  and  unknown,  commerce,  incompati- 
ble in  itfelf  with  the  feodal  fyftem,  was  equally 
neglected  and  unimproved.  Where  the  mind  is 
enlarged  and  enlightened  by  learning,  plans  of 
commerce  will  rife  into  action  ;  and  thefe,  in  re- 
turn, will,  from  every  part  of  the  world,  bring 
new  acquirements  to  philofophy  and  fcience. 
The  birth  of  learning  and  commerce  may  be  dif- 
ferent, but  their  growth  is  mutual  and  depend- 
ent upon  each  other.  They  not  only  affift  each 
other,  but  the  fame  enlargement  of  mind  which 
is  neceffary  for  the  perfection  in  the  one,  is  alfo 
necelTary  for  perfection  in  the  other  ;  and  the 
fame  caufes  impede,  and  are  alike  deftructive  of 
both.  The  intercourse  of  mankind  is  the  pa- 
rent of  each.  According  to  the  confinement 
or  extent  of  intercourfe,  barbarity  or  civilization 
proportionably  prevail.  In  the  dark  monkifh 
asres,  the  intercourfe  of  the  learned  was  as  much 
impeded  and  confined  as  that  of  the  merchant 
A  few  unwieldy  veffels  coafted  the  mores  of 
Europe  ;  and  mendicant  friars  and  ignorant  pil- 
grims 
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grims  carried  a  miferable  account  of  what  was 
pafling  in  the  world  from  monaftery  to  monafte- 
ry. What  Doctor  had  laft  difputcd  on  the  Peri- 
patetic philofophy  at  fome  univerfity,  or  what 
new  herefy  had  laft  appeared,  not  only  comprifed 
the  whole  of  their  literary  intelligence,  but  was 
delivered  with  little  accuracy,  and  received  with 
as  little  attention.  While  this  thick  cloud  of 
mental  darknefs  overfpread  the  weftern  worlds 
was  Don  Henry  prince  of  Portugal  born,  born  to 
fet  mankind  free  from  the  feodal  fyftem,  and  to 
give  to  the  whole  world  every  advantage,  every 
light  that  may  poffibly  be  diffufed  by  the  inter= 
courfe  of  unlimited  commerce  : 

For  then  from  ancient  gloom  emerg'd 

The  rifing  world  of  Trade  :  the  Genius,  then, 

Of  Navigation,  that  in  hopeiefs  doth 

Had  dumber' d  on  the  vaft  Atlantic  deep 

For  idle  ages,  ftarting,  heard  at  laft: 

The  Lufitanian  Prince,  who,  heaven-inlpir'd 

To  love  of  ufeful  glory  rous'd  mankiud, 

And  in  unbounded  Commerce  mixt  the  world. 

Thom. 

In  contraft  to  the  melancholy  view  of  human 
nature,  funk  into  barbarifm  and  benighted  with 
ignorance,  let  the  prefent  ftate  of  Europe  be  im- 
partially eftimated.  Yet  though  the  great  m- 
creafe  of  opulence  and  learning  cannot  be  denied, 
there  are  fome  who  aflert,  that  virtue  and  happi- 
nefs  have  as  greatly  declined.  And  the  immenfe 
overflow  of  riches,  from  the  eaft  in  particular, 

has 
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has  been  pronounced  big  with  deftruction  to  the 
Britifh  empire.  Every  thing  human,  it  is  true, 
has  its  dark  as  well  as  its  bright  fide  ;  but  let  thefe 
popular  complaints  be  examined,  and  it  will  be 
found,  that  modern  Europe,  and  the  Britifh  em- 
pire in  a  very  particular  manner,  have  received 
the  greateft  and  moft  folid  advantages  from  the 
modern  enlarged  fyftem  of  commerce.  The  ma- 
gic of  the  old  romances,  which  could  make  the 
moft  withered,  deformed,  hag,  appear  as  the  moft 
beautiful  virgin,  is  every  day  verified  in  popular 
declamation.  Ancient  days  are  there  painted  in 
the  moft  amiable  fimplicity,  and  the  modern  in 
the  moft  odious  colours.  Yet  what  man  of  for- 
tune in  England  now  lives  in  that  ftupendous 
grofs  luxury,  which  every  day  was  exhibited 
in  the  Gothic  caftles  of  the  old  chieftains !  Four 
or  five  hundred  knights  and  fquires  in  the  domef- 
tic  retinue  of  a  warlike  Earl  was  not  uncommon, 
nor  was  the  pomp  of  embroidery  inferior  to  the 
profufe  wafte  of  their  tables  ;  in  both  inftances  un- 
equalled by  all  the  mad  excefTes  of  the  prefent 
age. 

While  the  Baron  thus  lived  in  all  the  wild 
glare  of  Gothic  luxury,  agriculture  was  almoft 
totally  neglected,  and  his  meaner  vaffals  fared  har- 
der, infinitely  lefs  comfortably,  than  the  meaneft 
induftrious  labourers  of  England  do  now.  Where 
the  lands  are  uncultivated,  the  peafants,  ill- 
cloathed,  ill-lodged,   and  poorly  fed,  pafs  their 

miferable 
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miferable  days  in  floth  and  filth,  totally  ignorant 
of  every  advantage,  of  every  comfort  which  na- 
ture lays  at  their  feet,  He  who  paffes  from  the 
trading  towns  and  cultured  fields  of  England,  to 
thofe  remote  villages  of  Scotland  or  Ireland,  which 
claim  this  defcription,  is  aftonifhed  at  the  com- 
parative wretchednefs  of  their  deftitute  inhabi- 
tants ;  but  few  confider,  that  thefe  villages  only 
exhibit  a  view  of  what  Europe  was,  ere  the  fpirit 
of  commerce  diffufed  the  blelfings  which  naturally 
flow  from  her  improvements.  In  the  Hebrides 
the  failure  of  a  harveft  almoft  depopulates  an 
ifland.  Having  little  or  no  traffic  to  purchafe 
grain,  numbers  of  the  young  and  hale  betake 
themfelves  to  the  continent  in  queft  of  employ- 
ment and  food,  leaving  a  few  lefs  adventurous 
behind,  to  beget  a  new  race,  the  heirs  of  the 
fame  fortune.  Yet,  from  the  fame  caufe,  from 
the  want  of  traffic,  the  kingdom  of  England  has 
often  felt  more  dreadful  effects  than  thefe.  Even 
in  the  days  when  her  Henries  and  Edwards 
plumed  themfelves  with  the  trophies  of  France, 
how  often  has  famine  fpread  all  her  horrors  over 
city  and  village  ?  Our  modern  hiftories  neglect 
this  characteriltical  feature  of  ancient  days  ;  but 
the  rude  chronicles  of  thefe  ages  inform  us,  that 
three  or  four  times,  in  almoft  every  reign  of  con- 
tinuance, was  England  thus  vifited.  The  failure 
of  one  crop  was  then  feverely  felt,  and  two  bad 
harvefts  together  were  almoft  infupportable.    But 

Commerce 
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Commerce  has  now  opened  another  fcene,  has 
armed  government  with  the  happieft  power  that 
can  be  exerted  by  the  rulers  of  a  nation  ;  the 
power  to  prevent  every  *  extremity  which  may 
poflibly  arife  from  bad  harvefts ;  extremities, 
which,  in  foreign  ages,  were  efteemed  more 
dreadful  vifitations  of  the  wrath  of  heaven,  than 
the  peftilence  itfelf.  Yet  modern  London  is  not 
fo  certainly  defended  againft  the  latter,  its  anti- 
ent  vifitor  in  almoft  every  reign,  as  the  Common- 
wealth by  the  means  of  commerce,  under  a  juft 
and  humane  government,  is  fecured  againft  the 
ravages  of  the  former.  If,  from  thefe  great  out- 
lines of  the  happinefs  enjoyed  by  a  commercial 
over  an  uncommercial  nation,  we  turn  our  eyes 
to  the  manners,  the  advantages  will  be  found 
no  lefs  in  favour  of  the  civilized. 

Whoever  is  inclined  to  declaim  on  the  vices  of 
the  prefent  age,  let  him  read,  and  be  convinced, 
that  the  Gothic  ages  were  lefs  virtuous.  If  the 
fpirit  of  chivalry  prevented  effeminacy,  it  was 
the  fofler-father  of  a  ferocity  of  manners,  now 
happily  unknown.  Rapacity,  avarice,  and  effe- 
minacy are  the  vices  afcribed  to  the  increafe  of 
commerce  ;  and  in  fome  degree,  it  muft  be  con- 
feffed,  they  follow  her  fleps.  Yet  infinitely  more 
dreadful,  as  every  palatinate  in  Europe  often  felt, 

were 

*  Extremity;  for  it  were  both  highly  nnjuft  and  impolitic  in  Govern- 
merit,  to  allow  importation  in  fuch  a  degree  as  might  be  deftru&ive  of 
domeftic  agriculture,  even  when  there  is  a  real  failure  of  the  harveft. 
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were  the  effects  of  the  two  firft  under  the  feodal 
Lords,  than  poffibly  can  be  experienced  under  any 
fyftem  of  trade.  The  virtues  and  vices  of  hu- 
man nature  are  the  fame  in  every  age  :  they  only 
receive  different  modifications,  and  lie  dormant 
or  are  awaked  into  action  under  different  circum- 
ftances.  The  feodal  Lord  had  it  infinitely  more 
in  his  power  to  be  rapacious  than  the  merchant* 
And  whatever  avarice  may  attend  the  trader,  his 
intercourfe  with  the  reft  of  mankind  lifts  him 
greatly  above  that  brutifh  ferocity  which  actu- 
ates the  favage,  often  the  ruftic,  and  in  general 
characterifes  the  ignorant  part  of  mankind.  The 
abolition  of  the  feodal  fyftem,  a  fyftem  of  abfo- 
lute  flavery,  and  that  equality  of  mankind  which 
affords  the  protection  of  property,  and  every 
other  incitement  to  induftry,  are  the  glorious 
gifts  which  the  fpirit  of  commerce,  called  forth 
by  prince  Henry  of  Portugal,  has  beftowed  upon 
Europe  in  general ;  and,  as  if  directed  by  the 
manes  of  his  mother,  a  daughter  of  England, 
upon  the  Britifh  empire  in  particular.  In  the 
vice  of  effeminacy  alone,  perhaps,  do  we  exceed 
our  anceftors :  yet  even  here  we  have  infinitely 
the  advantage  over  them.  The  brutal  ferocitv 
of  former  ages  is  now  loft,  and  the  general  mind 
is  humanifed.  The  favage  bread  is  the  native 
foil  of  revenge;  a  vice,  of  all  others,  ingrati- 
tude excepted,  peculiarly  damped  with  the  cha- 

rac* 
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racier  of  hell.  But  the  mention  of  this  was  re- 
fer ved  for  the  character  of  the  favages  of  Europe. 
The  favage  of  every  country  is  implacable  when 
injured,  but  among  fome,  revenge  has  its  mea- 
fure.  When  an  American  Indian  is  murdered, 
his  kindred  purfue  the  murderer,  and  foon  as 
blood  has  atoned  for  blood,  the  wilds  of  Ame- 
rica hear  the  hoftile  parties  join  in  their  mutual 
lamentations  over  the  dead ;  and  as  an  oblivion 
of  malice,  the  murdered  and  the  murderer  are 
buried  together.  But  the  meafure  of  revenge, 
never  to  be  full,  was  left  for  the  demi-favages  of 
Europe.  The  vaifals  of  the  feodal  Lord  entered 
into  his  quarrels  with  the  moft  inexorable  rage. 
Juft  or  unjuft  was  no  consideration  of  theirs.  It 
was  a  family  feud  ;  no  farther  enquiry  was  made  ; 
and  from  age  to  age,  the  parties,  who  never  in- 
jured each  other,  breathed  nothing  but  mutual 
rancour  and  revenge.  And  actions,  fuitable  to 
this  horrid  fpirit,  every  where  confefled  its  vi- 
rulent influence.  Such  were  the  late  days  of  Eu- 
rope, admired  by  the  ignorant  for  the  innocence  of 
manners.  Refentment  of  injury  indeed  is  natu- 
ral ;  and  there  is  a  degree  which  is  honeft,  and 
though  warm,  far  from  inhuman.  But  if  it  is 
the  hard  talk  of  humanifed  virtue  to  preferve  the 
feeling  of  an  injury  unmixt  with  the  flighted  cri- 
minal wifh  of  revenge,  how  impoflible  is  it  for 
the  favage  to  attain  the  dignity  of  forgivenefs, 
the  greateft  ornament  of  human  nature  !   As  in 

individuals, 
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individuals,  a  virtue  will  rife  into  a  vice,  genero- 
ilty  into  blind  profufion,  and  even  mercy  into 
criminal  lenity,  fo  civilifed  manners  will  lead  the 
opulent  into  effeminacy.  But  let  it  be  confidered, 
this  confequence  is  by  no  means  the  certain  remit 
of  civilization.  Civilization,  on  the  contrary, 
provides  the  moft  effectual  preventive  of  this 
evil.  Where  claflical  literature  prevails,  the  man- 
ly fpirit  which  it  breathes  muft  be  diffufed. 
Whenever  frivoloufnefs  predominates,  when  re- 
finement degenerates  into  whatever  enervates 
the  mind,  literary  ignorance  is  fare  to  compleat 
the  effeminate  character.  A  mediocrity  of  virtues 
and  of  talents  is  the  lot  of  the  great  majority  of 
mankind  ;  and  even  this  mediocrity,  if  cultivated 
by  a  liberal  education,  will  infallibly  fecure  its 
poffeffor  againft  thofe  exceffes  of  effeminacy  which 
are  really  culpable.  To  be  of  plain  manners  it  is 
not  neceffary  to  be  a  clown,  or  to  wear  coarfe 
cloaths ;  nor  is  it  neceffary  to  lie  on  the  ground 
and  feed  like  the  favage,  to  be  truly  manly.  The 
beggar  who,  behind  the  hedge,  divides  his  offals 
with  his  dog,  has  often  more  of  the  real  fenfua- 
lift  than  he  who  dines  at  an  elegant  table.  Nor 
need  we  hefitate  to  affert,  that  he  who,  unable  to 
preferve  a  manly  elegance  of  manners,  degene- 
rates into  the  petit  maifre,  would  have  been,  in 
any  age  or  condition,  equally  infignificant  and 
worthlefs.  Some,  when  they  talk  of  the  debau- 
vol.  i*  c  chery 
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chery  of  the  prefent  age,  feem  to  think  that  the 
former  were  all  innocence.  But  this  is  ignorance 
of  human  nature.  The  debauchery  of  a  barba- 
rous age  is  grofs  and  brutal ;  that  of  a  gloomy 
fuperftitious  one,  fecret,  exceflive,  and  murde- 
rous ;  that  of  a  more  polifhed  one,  not  to  make 
an  apology,  much  happier  for  the  fair  fex  *,  and 
certainly  in  no  circumftance  fo  big  with  political 
unhappinefs.  If  one  difeafe  has  been  imported 
from  Spanifh  America,  the  mod  valuable  medi- 
cines have  likewife  been  brought  from  thefe  regi- 
ons ;  and  diftempers,  which  were  thought  invin- 
cible by  our  forefathers,  are  now  cured.  If  the 
luxuries  of  the  Indies  ufher  difeafe  to  our  tables, 
the  confequence  is  not  unknown ;  the  wife  and 
the  temperate  receive  no  injury;  and  intempe- 
rance has  been  the  deftroyer  of  mankind  in  every 
age.  The  opulence  of  ancient  Rome  produced  a 
luxury  of  manners  which  proved  fatal  to  that 

mighty 

*  Even  that  warm  admirer  of  favage  happinefs,  the  author  of 
the  Hijloire  Pbilofjpbique  iff  Politique  des  Etablijfemens,  &c.  con- 
feffes,  that  the  wild  Americans  feem  deftitute  of  the  feeling  of 
love — "  In  a  litdc  while,  fays  he,  when  the  heat  of  paflion  is 
"  gratified,  they  lofe  all  affection  and  attachment  for  their  wo- 
"  men,  whom  they  degrade  to  the  moil  fervile  offices." — A  ten- 
der remembrance  of  the  firft  endearments,  a  generous  participa- 
tion of  care  and  hope,  the  companionate  fentiments  of  honour, 
all  thofe  delicate  feelings,  which  arife  into  affeclion  and  bind  at- 
tachment, are  indeed  incompatible  with  the  ferocious  and  grofs 
fenfations  of  the  barbarian  of  any  country. 
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mighty  empire.  But  the  effeminate  fenfualifts  of 
thofe  ages  were  men  of  no  intellectual  cultivation. 
The  enlarged  ideas,  the  generous  and  manly  feel- 
ings infpired  by  liberal  ftudy,  were  utterly  un- 
known to  them.  Unformed  by  that  wifdom 
which  arifes  from  fcience  and  true  philofophy, 
they  were  grofs  barbarians,  dreffed  in  the  mere 
outward  tinfel  of  civilization  *.  Where  the  en- 
thufiafm  of  military  honour  characterifes  the  rank 
of  gentlemen,  that  nation  will  rife  into  empire. 
But  no  fooner  does  conqueft  give  a  continued  fecu- 
rity,  than  the  mere  foldier  degenerates  ;  and  the 
old  veterans  are  foon  fucceeded  by  a  new  genera- 
tion, illiterate  as  their  fathers,  but  deftitute  of 
their  virtues  and  experience.  Polite  literature 
not  only  humanifes  the  heart,  but  alfo  wonder- 
fully ftrengthens  and  enlarges  the  mind.  Moral 
and  political  philofophy  are  its  peculiar  provinces, 
and  are  never  happily  cultivated  without  its  af- 
fiftance.  But  where  ignorance  characterifes  the 
body  of  the  nobility,  the  moft  infipid  difiipation, 
and  the  very  idlenefs  and  effeminacy  of  luxury, 
are  fure  to  follow.  Titles  and  family  are  then  the 
only   merit ;  and   the  few  men  of  bufmefs  who 

furround 

*  The  degeneracy  of  the  Roman  literature  preceded  the  fate 
of  that  empire,  and  the  reafon  is  ohvious.  The  men  of  fortune 
grew  frivolous,  and  fuperficial  in  every  branch  of  knowledge,  and 
were  therefore  unable  to  hold  the  reins  of  empire.  The  degenera- 
cy of  literary  tafte  is,  therefore,  the  fureft  proof  of  the  general 
dcclenfion. 
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furround  the  throne,  have  it  then  in  their  power 
to  aggrandife  themfeLves  by  riveting  the  chains 
of  flavery.  A  (lately  grandeur  is  preferved,  but 
it  is  only  outward  ;  all  is  decayed  within,  and  on 
the  firft  ftorm  the  weak  fabric  falls  to  the  duft. 
Thus  rofe  and  thus  fell  the  empire  of  Rome, 
and  the  much  wider  one  of  Portugal.  Though' 
the  increafe  of  wealth  did  indeed  contribute  to 
that  corruption  of  manners  which  unnerved  the 
Portuguefe,  certain  it  is,  the  wifdom  of  legiflature 
might  have  prevented  every  evil  which  Spain 
and  Portugal  have  experienced  from  their  acqui- 
iitions  in  the  two  Indies.  Every  eVft*  which  they 
have  fuffered  from  their  acquirements  arofe,  as 
ihall  be  hereafter  demonftrated,  from  their  gene- 
ral ignorance,  an  ignorance  which  rendered  them 
unable  to  inveftigate  or  apprehend,  even  the  firft 
principles  of  civil  and  commercial  philofophy. 
And  what  other  than  the  total  eclipfe  of  their 
glory  could  be  expected  from  a  nobility,  rude 
and  unlettered  as  thofe  of  Portugal  are  defcribed 
by  the  author  of  the  Lufiad,  a  court  and  nobility, 
who  fealed  the  truth  of  all  his  complaints  againft 
them,  by  fuffering  that  great  man,  the  light  of 
their  age,  to  die  in  an  alms-houfe  !  What  but  the 
fall  of  their  Mate  could  be  expected  from  barbari- 
ans like  thefe !  Nor  can  the  annals  of  mankind 
produce  one  inftance  of  the  fall  of  empire,  where 
the  character  of  the  grandees  was  other  than  that 
afcribed  to  his  countrymen  by  Camoens. 

THE 
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J_\l  O  leffon  can  be  of  greater  national  importance  than 
the  hiftory  of  the  rife  and  the  fall  of  a  commercial  empire. 
The  view  of  what  advantages  were  acquired,  and  of  what 
might  have  been  ftill  added ;  the  means  by  which  fuck 
empire  might  have  been  continued,  and  the  errors  by 
which  it  was  loft,  are  as  particularly  confpicuous  in  the 
naval  and  commercial  hiftory  of  Portugal,  as  if  providence 
had  intended  to  give  a  lafting  example  to  mankind ;  a 
chart,  where  the  courfe  of  the  fafe  voyage  is  pointed  out ; 
and  where  the  fhelves  and  rocks,  and  the  feafons  of  tem- 
peft,  are  difcovered,  and  foretold. 

vol.  i.  B  The 
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The  biftory  of  Portugal,  as  a  naval  and  commercial 
power,  begins  with  the  enterprizes  of  Prince  Henry.  But 
as  the  improvements  introduced  by  this  great  man,  and 
the  completion  of  his  defigns  are  intimately  connected 
with  the  political  ftate  of  his  age  and  country,  a  concife 
view  of  the  progrefs  of  the  power,  and  of  the  character  of 
that  kingdom,  will  be  necefTary  to  elucidate  the  hiftory 
of  the  revival  of  commerce,  and  the  fubject  of  the 
Lufiad. 

During   the  centuries,  when   the   effeminated  Roman 
provinces    of  Europe   were   defolated  by  the  irruptions  of 
northern  or  Scythian  Barbarians,   the  Saracens,  originally 
of  the  fame  race,  a  wandering  banditti  of  Afiatic  Scythia, 
fpread  the  fame  horrors  of  brutal  conqueft  over  the  flneft 
countries  of  the  eaftern  world.     The  northern  conquerors 
of  the  finer  provinces  of  Europe  embraced  the  Chriftian 
religion  as  profefTed  by  the  monks,  and,  contented  with 
the  luxuries  of  their  new  fettlements,  their  military  fpirlt 
foon  declined.     Their   ancient  brothers,    the    Saracens, 
on  the  other  hand,  having  embraced  the  religion  of  Mo- 
hammed, their  rage  of  war  received  every  addition  which 
may  pofTibly  be   infpired   by  religious   enthuliafm.     Not 
only  the  fpoils  of  the  vanquifhed,  but  their  beloved  para- 
dife  itfelf,   were  to  be  obtained  by  their  fabres,  by  ex- 
tending  the  faith  of  their  prophet  by  force  of  arms  and 
ufurpatkm  of  dominion.     Strengthened  and  infpired  by  a 
commiffion   which  they  efleemed  divine,  the  rapidity  of 

their ' 
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their  conquefts  far  exceeded  thofe  of  the  Goths  and  Van- 
dals. A  great  majority  of  the  inhabitants  of  every  coun- 
try which  they  fubdued,  embraced  their  religion,  imbibed 
their  principles,  united  in  their  views  ;  and  the  profefibrs 
of  Mohammedifm  became  the  moft  formidable  combina- 
tion that  ever  was  leagued  together  againft  the  reft  of  man- 
kind. Morocco  and  the  adjacent  countries,  at  this  time 
» nazingly  populous,  had  now  received  the  doctrines  of 
the  Koran,  and  incorporated  with  the  Saracens.  And  the 
Infidel  arms  fpread  flaughter  and  defolation  from  the  fouth 
of  Spain  to  Italy  and  the  iflands  of  the  Mediterranean. 
All  the  rapine  and  carnage  committed  by  the  Gothic  con- 
querors were  now  amply  returned  on  their  lefs  warlike 
pofterity.  In  Spain,  and  the  province  now  called  Portu- 
gal, the  Mohammedans  erected  powerful  kingdoms,  and 
their  luft  of  conqueft  threatened  deftru&ion  to  every 
Chriftian  power.  But  a  romantic  military  fpirit  revived 
in  Europe,  under  the  aufpices  of  Charlemagne.  Several 
religious  military  orders  were  eftablifhed.  Celibacy,  the 
ftudy  of  religion,  and  the  exercife  of  arms,  were  the  con- 
ditions of  their  vow,  and  the  defence  of  their  country  and 
of  the  faith,  their  ambition  and  fole  purpofe.  He  who 
fell  in  battle  was  honoured  and  envied  as  a  martyr.  And 
moft  wonderful  victories  crowned  the  ardor  of  thefe  reli- 
gious warriors.  The  Mohammedans,  during  the  reign 
of  Charlemagne,  made  a  moft  formidable  irruption  into 
.Europe,  and  France  in  particular  felt  the  weight  of  their 
fury  j    but  the  honour  which  was  paid  to  the  heights  who 

B  2  wore 
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wore  the  badge  of  the  crofs,  drew  the  adventurous  youth 
of  every  Chriftian  power  to  the  ftandards  of  that  political 
monarch,  and  in  fact,  (a  circumftance  however  neglected 
by  hiftorians)  gave  birth  to  the  Crufades,  the  beginning 
of  which,  in  propriety,  ought  to  be  dated  from  his  reign. 
Few  indeed  are  the  hiftorians  of  this  age,  but  enough  re- 
main to  prove  that  though  the  writers  of  the  old  romance 
have  greatly  difguifed  it,  though  they  have  given  full  roo^ii 
to  the  wildeft  flights  of  imagination,  and  have  added  the 
mexhauftible  machinery  of  magic  to  the  adventures  of  their 
heroes,  yet  the  origin  of  their  fictions  was  founded  on 
hiftorical  facts  *.  And,  however  this  period  may  thus 
refemble  the  fabulous  ages  of  Greece,  certain  it  is,  that 
an  Orlando,  -  a  Rinaldo,  a  Rugero,  and  other  celebrated 
names  in  romance,  acquired  great  honour  in  the  wars 
avhich  were  waged  againft  the  Saracens,  the  invaders  of 
Europe.  In  thefe  romantic  wars,  by  which  the  power  of 
Mohammedans  was  checked,  feveral  centuries  elapfed, 
when  Alonzo,  king  of  Caftile,  apprehenfive  that  the  whole 
force  of  the  Mohammedans  of  Spain  and  Morocco  was 
ready  to  fall  upon  him,  prudently  imitated  the  conduct 
of  Charlemagne.  He  availed  himfelf  of  the  fpirit  of  chi- 
valry, 

*  Ariofto,  who  adopted  the  legends  of  the  old  romance,  chufed  this  pe- 
riod for  the  fubject  of  his  Orlando  Furiofo.  Paris  befieged  by  the  Saracens, 
Orlando  and  the  other  Chriftian  knights  aflemble  in  aid  of  Charlemagne, 
who  are  oppofed  in  their  amours  and  in  battle  by  Rodomont,  Ferraw,  and 
other  infidel  knights.  That  there  was  a  noted  Moorilh  Spaniard;  named 
Ferraw  a  redoubted  champion  of  that  age,  we  have  the  teftimony  of  Mar- 
Antonius  Sabcllictu,  a  writer  of  note  of  the  fifteenth  century. 
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Talryj  and  demanded  leave  of  Philip  I.  of  France,  and  of 
other  princes,  that  volunteers  from  their  dominions  might 
be  allowed  to  diftinguilh  themfelves  under  his  banners 
againft  the  infidels.  His  deure  was  no  fooner  known, 
than  a  brave  romantic  army  thronge  .3  to  his  ftandards, 
and  Alonzo  was  victorious.  Honours  and  endowments 
were  liberally  diftributed  among  the  champions,  and  to 
one  of  the  braveft  of  them,  to  Henry  §,  a  younger  fon  of 
the  duke  of  Burgundy,  he  gave  hio  daughter  Terefa  in. 
marriage,  with  the  fovereignty  of  the  countries  fouth  of 
Gahcia  in  dowry,  commiffioning  him  to  extend  his  do- 
minions by  the  expullion  of  the  Moors.  Henry,  who 
reigned  by  the  title  of  Count,  improved  every  advantage 
which  offered.  The  two  rich  provinces  of  Eniro  Minho 
e  Douroy  and  Tra  los  Montes,  yielded  to  his  arms  ;  great 
part  of  Beira  was  alfo  fubdued ;  and  the  Moorifh  king  of 
Lamego  became  his  tributary.  Many  thoufands  of  Chris- 
tians, who  had  lived  in  miserable  fubjecYion  to  the  Moors, 
or  in  defolate  independency  on  the  mountains,  took  fliel- 
ter  under  the  gmerous  protection  of  Count  Henry.  Great 
numbers  alfo  of  the  Moors  changed  their  religion,  and 
chufed  rather  to  continue  in  the  land  where  they  were 
born,  under  a  mild  government,  than  be  cxpofed  to  the 
feverities  and  injuftice  of  their  native  governors.  And 
thus,  on  one  of  the  moft  f  beautiful   and  fertile  fpots  of 

the 

^  See  the  notes  on  page  10  and  u. 

f  Small  indeed  in  extent,  but  fo  rich  in  fertility,  that  it  was  called  Me- 
dulla HifpanLa,  the  murreiv  of  Sp&n.   Vid,  Refendii  Antiq.  Lufit.  I,  iii, 
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the  world,  and  in  the  fineft  climate,  in  confequence  of  a 
Crufade  f  againft  the  Mohammedans,  was  eftablifhed  the 
fovereignty  of  Portugal,  a  fovereignty  which  in  time  fpread 
its  influence  over  the  world,  and  gave  a  new  face  to  the 
manners  of  nations. 

Count  Henry,  after  a  fuccefsful  reign,  was  fucceeded 
by  his  infant  fon  Don  Alonzo-Henry,  who  having  fur- 
mounted  feveral  dangers  which  threatened  his  youth  |, 
became  the  firft.  of  the  Portuguefe  kings.  In  1 1 39  the 
Moors  of  Spain  and  Barbary  united  their  forces  to  reco- 
ver the  dominions  from  which  they  had  been  driven  by 
the  Chriftians.  According  to  the  loweft  accounts  of  the 
Portupuefe  writers,  the  army  of  the  Moors  amounted  to 
400,000  ;  nor  is  ths  number  incredible,  when  we  con- 
sider what  great  armies  they  at  other  times  brought  to  the 
fold  ;  and  that  at  this  time  they  came  to  take  pofTeflion 
of  the  lands  which  they  expected  to  conquer.  Don  Alon- 
zo,  however,  with  a  very  fmall  army,  gave  them  battle 
on  the  plains  of  Ourique,  and  after  a  firuggle  of  fix  hours, 
obtained  a  moft  glorious  and  complete  §  victory,  and 
which  was  crowned  with  an  event  of  the  utmoft  impor- 
tance.    On  the  field  of  battle  Don  Alonzo  was  proclaimed 

king 

f  In  propriety  moft  certainly  a  Crufade,  though  that  term  has  never  be- 
fore been  applied  to  this  war. 

J  See  the  note  on  page  12. 

§  For  an  account  of  this  battle,  and  the  coronation  of  the  firft  king  of 
Portugal,  fee  the  note,  p.  az. 
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king  of  Portugal  by  his  victorious  foldiers,  and  he  in  re- 
turn conferred  the  rank  of  nobility  on  the  whole  army. 
But  the  conftitution  of  the  monarchy  was  not  fettled, 
nor  was  Alonzo  inverted  with  the  Regalia  till  fix  years 
after  this  memorable  day.  The  government  the  Portu- 
guefe  had  experienced  under  the  Spaniards  and  Moors, 
and  the  advantages  which  they  faw  were  derived  from  their 
own  valour,  had  taught  them  a  love  of  liberty,  which 
was  not  to  be  complimented  away  in  the  joy  of  victory, 
or  by  the  fhouts  of  tumult.  Alonzo  himfelf  understood 
their  fpirit  too  well  to  venture  the  leaft  attempt  to  make 
himfelf  a  defpotic  monarch  ;  nor  did  he  difcover  the  lead 
inclination  to  deftroy  that  bold  confeioufnefs  of  freedom 
which  had  enabled  his  army  to  conquer,  and  to  elect  him 
their  fovereign.  After  fix  years  fpent  in  farther  victories, 
in  extending  and  fecuring  his  dominions,  he  called  an 
aflembly  of  the  prelates,  nobility  and  commons,  to  meet 
at  Lamego.  When  the  aflembly  opened,  Alonzo  appear- 
ed feated  on  the  throne,  but  without  any  other  mark  of 
regal  dignity.  And  ere  he  was  crowned,  the  conftitution 
of  the  ftate  was  fettled,  and  eighteen  ftatutes  were  fo- 
lemnly  confirmed  by  oath  f ,  as  the  charter  of  king  and 
people ;  ftatutes  diametrically  oppofite  to  the  jus  divinum 
of  kings,  to  the  principles  which  inculcate  and  demand 
the  unlimitted  paffive  obedience  of  the  fubject. 

Confcious 


•J-  The  power  of  depofing,  and  of  electing  their  kings,  under  certain  cir- 
cum fiances,  is  verted  in  the  people  by  the  ftatutes  of  Lamego.  See  the 
notes,  p.  2%  and  23. 
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Confcious  of  what  they  owed  to  their  own  valour,  the 
founders  of  the  Portuguefe  monarchy  tranfmitted  to  their 
heirs  thofe  generous  principles  of  liberty  which  complete 
and  acorn  the  martial  character.     The  ardour  of  the  vo- 

it  er,  an  ardour  unknown  to  the  flave  and  the  merce- 
nary, ad  led  to  the  molt  romantic  ideas  of  military  glory, 
characterifed  the  Portuguefe  under  the  reigns  of  their  firft 
monarchs.  In  almoft  continual  wars  with  the  Moors, 
this  fpirit,  on  which  the  exiftence  of  their  kingdom  de- 
pended, rofe  higher  and  higher  ;  and  the  defire  to  ex- 
tirpate Moham.nedifm,  the  principle  which  animated  the 
with  of  victory  in  every  battle,  feemed  to  take  deeper 
root  in  every  age.  Such  were  the  manners,  and  fuch  the 
principles  of  the  people  who  were  governed  by  the  fuc- 
ceffors  of  Alonzo  the  firft  j  a  fucceffion  of  great  men, 
who  proved  themfelves  worthy  to  reign  over  fo  military 
and  enterprifing  a  nation. 

By  a  continued  train  of  victories  Portugal  increafed 
eoniiderably  in  ftrength,  and  the  Portuguefe  had  the  ho- 
nour to  drive  the  Moors  from  Europe.  The  invafions  of 
thefe  people  were  now  requited  by  fuccefsful  expeditions 
into  Africa.  And  fuch  was  the  manly  fpirit  of  thefe  ages, 
that  the  ftatutes  of  Lamego  received  additional  articles  in 
favour  of  liberty  -,  a  convincing  proof  that  the  general  he- 
roifm  of  a  people  depends  upon  the  principles  of  free- 
dom.    Alonzo   IV.  f  though   not   an  amiable   character, 

was 

•j-  For  the  chara&er  of  this  prince,  fee  the  note,  p.  55. 
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was  perhaps  the  greateft  warrior,  politician,  and  monarch 
of  his  age.  After  a  reign  of  military  fplendor  he  left  his 
throne  to  his  fon  Pedro,  who  from  his  inflexible  juftice 
was  furnamed  the  Juft,  or,  the  Lover  of  Juftice.  The 
ideas  of  equity  and  literature  were  now  diffufed  by  this 
great  prince  J,  who  was  himfelf  a  polite  fcholar,  and  moft 
accomplifhed  gentleman.  And  Portugal  began  to  perceive 
the  advantages  of  cultivated  talents,  and  to  feel  its  fupe- 
rioiiiy  over  the  barbarous  politics  of  the  ignorant  Moors. 
The  great  Pedro,  however,  was  iucceeded  by  a  weak 
prince,  and  the  heroic  fpirit  of  the  Portuguefe  feemed  to 
exift  no  more  under  his  fon  Fernando,  furnamed  the 
Carelefs. 

But  the  general  character  of  the  people  was  too  deeply 
tmprefTed,  to  be  obliterated  by  one  inglorious  reign ;  and 
under  John  I.  f  all  the  virtues  of  the  Portuguefe  fhone 
forth  with  redoubled  luftre.  Happy  for  Portugal,  his  fa- 
ther beftowed  a  moft  excellent  education  upon  this  prince, 
which  added  to,  and  improving  his  great  natural  talents, 
rendered  him  one  of  the  greateft  of  monarchs.  Confci- 
ous   of  the  fuperiority  which  his  own  liberal   education 

ave 


i  For  anecdotes  of  this  monarch,  fee  the  notes,  p.  57  and  58. 

f  This  great  prince  was  the  natural  fon  of  Pedro  the  juft.  Some  years 
after  the  murder  of  his  beloved  fpoufe  Inezde  Caftro  (of  which  fee  the  text 
and  notes,  p.  48,  Sec.)  left  his  father,  whofe  fevere  temper  he  too  well 
knew,  mould  force  him  into  a  difagreeable  marriage,  Don  Pedro  commen- 
ced an  amour  with  a  Galician  lady,  who  became  the  mother  of  John  I.  the 
preferver  of  the  Portuguefe  monarchy.    Sec  the  notes,  p.  66  and  67. 
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gave  him,  he  was  affiduous  to  beftow  the  fame  advantages 
upon  his  children  ;  and  he  himfelf  often  became  their 
preceptor  in  the  branches  of  fcience  and  ufeful  knowledge. 
Fortunate  in  all  his  affairs,  he  was  moft  of  all  fortunate  in 
his  family.  He  had  many  fons,  and  he  lived  to  fee  them 
men,  men  of  parts  and  of  action,  whofe  only  emulation 
was  to  (hew  affection  to  his  perfon,  and  to  fupport  his 
adminiftration  by  their  great  abilities. 

There  is  fomething  exceedingly  pleafing  in  the  hiftory 
of  a  family  which  mews  human  nature  in  its  moft  exalted 
virtues  and  moft  amiable  colours  j  and  the  tribute  of  ve- 
neration is  fpontaneoufly  paid  to  the  father  who  diftin- 
guifhes  the  different  talents  of  his  children,  and  places 
them  in  the  proper  lines  of  action.  All  the  fons  of  John 
excelled  in  military  exercifes,  and  in  the  literature  of  their 
age ;  Don  Edward  and  Don  *  Pedro  were  particularly  edu- 
cated for  the  cabinet,  and  the  mathematical  genius  of  Don 
Henry,  one  of  his  youngeft  fons,  received  every  encou- 
ragement which  a  king  and  a  father  could  give,  to  ripen 
it  into  perfection  and  public  utility. 

Hiftory 


*  The  fons  of  John,  who  figure  in  hiftory,  were  Edward,  Juan,  Fer- 
nando, Pedro,  and  Henry.  Edward  fucceeded  his  father,  (for  whofe  cha- 
racter, fee  the  note  p.  86  and  87.)  Juan,  diftinguifhed  both  in  the 
camp  and  cabinet,  in  the  reign  of  his  brother  Edward  had  the  honour  to 
oppofe  the  wild  expedition  again  ft  Tangier,  which  was  propofed  by  his 
brother  Fernando,  in  whofe  perpetual  captivity  it  ended.  Of  Pedro  af- 
terwards, 
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Hiftory  was  well  known  to  Prince  Henry,  and  his  turn 
of  mind  peculiarly  enabled  him  to  make  political  obferva- 
tions  upon  it.  The  wealth  and  power  of  ancient  Tyre 
and  Carthage  fhewed  him  what  a  maritime  nation  might 
hope ;  and  the  flourifhing  colonies  of  the  Greeks  were 
the  frequent  topic  of  his  converfation.  Where  the  Gre- 
cian commerce,  confined  as  it  was,  extended  its  influence, 
the  defarts  became  cultivated  fields,  cities  rofe,  and  men 
were  drawn  from  the  woods  and  caverns  to  unite  in  foci- 
ety.  The  Romans,  on  the  other  hand,  when  they  de- 
ftroyed  Carthage,  buried,  in  her  ruins,  the  fountain  of 
civilization,  of  improvement  and  opulence.  They  extin- 
guifhed  the  fpirit  of  commerce  ;  the  agriculture  of  the 
conquered  nations,  Britannia  f  alone,  perhaps,  excepted, 
was  totally  neglected.  And  thus,  while  the  luxury  of 
Rome  confumed  the  wealth  of  her  provinces,  her  uncom- 
mercial policy  dried  up  the  fources  of  its  continuance. 
The  egregious  errors  of  the  Romans,  who  perceived  not 
the  true  ufe  of  their  diftant  conquefls,  and  the  inexhaus- 
tible fountains  of  opulence  which  Phoenicia  had  eflablifhed 
in  her  colonies,  inftructed  Prince  Henry  what  gifts  to  be- 
llow upon  his  country,  and,  in  the  refult,  upon  the  whole 
world.  Nor  were  the  ineftimable  advantages  of  commerce 
the  fole  motives  of  Henry.     All  the  ardour  which  the  love 

of 

f  The  honour  of  this  is  due  to  Agricola,  he  employed  his  legions  in  cut- 
ting down  forefts  and  in  clearing  marfhes.  And  for  feveral  ages  after  his 
time,  the  Romans  drew  immenfe  quantities  of  wheat  from  their  Britifti 
province. 
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of  his  country  could  awake,  confpired  to  ftimulate  the  na- 
tural turn  of  his  genius  for  the  improvement  of  navi- 
gation. 

As  the  kingdom  of  Portugal  had  been  wrefted  from  the 
Moors  and  eftablifhed  by  conqueft,  fo  its  exiftence  Hill  de- 
pended on  the  fuperiority  of  the  force  of  arms ;  and  ere 
the  birth  of  Henry,  the  fuperiority  of  the  Portuguefe  na- 
vies had  been  of  the  utmoft  confequence  to  the  protection 
of  the  ftate.  Such  were  the  circumftances  which  united  to 
infpire  the  defigns  of  Henry,  all  which  were  powerfully  en- 
forced and  invigorated  by  the  religion  of  that  prince.  The 
defire  to  extirpate  Mohammeo'^n  was  patriotifm  in  Portu- 
gal. It  was  the  principle  which  ga%<  birth  to,  and  fup- 
ported  their  monarchy  :  Their  kings  a.  wed  it,  and 
Prince  Henry,  the  piety  of  whole  heart  cannot  be  ^  "tftion- 
ed,  always  profefTed,  that  to  propagate  the  gofpel  was  ..he 
great  purpofe  of  his  defigns  and  enterprizes.  And  how- 
ever this,  in  the  event,  was  f  neglected,  certain  it  is,  that 
the  fame  principles  infpired,  and  were  always  profefTed  by 
king  Emmanuel,  under  whom  the  Eaftern  World  was  dif- 
covered  by  Gama. 

The  Crufades  to  refcue  the  Holy  Land  from  the  infidels, 
winch  had  already  been,  however  unregarded  by  hiftori- 

ans, 

f  Negletled  in  the  idea  of  the  commanders ;  the  idea  of  Henry  however 
■was  greatly  fulfilled.  For  the  dominion  of  the  Portuguefe  in  the  Indian 
fea  cut  the  (mews  of  the  Egyptian  and  other  Mohammedan  powers.  But 
of  this  afterwards. 
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ans,  of  the  greateft  political  fervice  to  Spain  and  Portugal, 
||  began  now  to  have  fome  effecl:  upon  the  commerce  of  Eu- 
rope. The  Hans  Towns  had  received  charters  of  liberty, 
and  had  united  together  for  the  protection  of  their  trade 
againft  the  numerous  pirates  of  the  Baltic.  A  people  of 
Italy,  known  by  the  name  of  the  Lombards,  had  opened 
a  lucrative  traffic  with  the  ports  of  Egypt,  from  whence 
they  imported  into  Europe  the  riches  of  the  Eaft ;  and 
Bruges  in  Flanders,  the  mart  between  them  and  the  Hans 
Towns,  was,  in  confequence,  furrounded  with  the  beft 
agriculture  of  thefe  ages  :£ :  A  certain  proof  of  the  depend- 
ence of  agriculture  upon  the  extent  of  commerce.  Yet 
though  thefe  gleams  of  light,  as  morning  ftars,  began  to 
appear  •,  it  was  not  the  grofs  multitude,  it  was  only  the  eye 
of  a  Henry  which  could  perceive  what  they  prognofticated, 
and  it  was  only  a  genius  like  his  which  could  prevent  them 
from  again  fetting  in  the  depths  of  night.  The  Hans 
Towns  were  liable  to  be  buried  in  the  victories  of  a  ty- 
rant, and  the  trade  with  Egypt  was  exceedingly  infecure 

and 

jj  See  the  note  on  the  Crufades,  Lufiad  VII. 

|  Flanders  has  been  tiie  fchool-miftrefs  of  hufbandry  to  Europe.  Sir 
Charles  Lifle,  a  royalift,  refided  in  this  country  feveral  years  during  the 
ufurpation  of  the  Regicide? ;  and  after  the  refroration,  rendered  England 
the  greateft  fervice,  by  introducing  the  prefent  fyftem  of  agriculture.  Where 
trade  increafts,  men's  thoughts  are  fet  in  action;  hence  the  increafe  of 
food  which  is  wanted,  is  fupplied  by  a  redoubled  attention  to  hufbandry  ; 
and  hence  it  was  that  agricultnre  was  of  old  improved  and  diffufed  by  the 
Phoenician  colonies.  Some  theorifts  complain  of  the  number  of  lives 
which  are  loft  by  navigation,  but  they  totally  forget  that  commerce  is  the 
parent  of  population. 
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and  precarious.  Europe  was  ftill  enveloped  in  the  dark 
mifts  of  ignorance,  and  though  the  mariner's  compafs  was 
invented  before  the  birth  of  Henry,  it  was  improved  to  no 
naval  advantage.  Traffic  ftill  crept,  in  an  infant  ftate, 
along  the  coafts,  nor  were  the  conftruclion  of  fhips  adapt- 
ed for  other  voyages.  One  fuccefsful  Tyrant  might  have 
overwhelmed  the  fyftem  and  extinguifhed  the  fpirit  of 
commerce,  for  it  flood  on  a  much  narrower  and  much 
feebler  bafis,  than  in  the  days  of  Phoenician  and  Grecian 
colonization.  Yet  thefe  mighty  fabrics,  many  centuries 
before,  had  been  fwallowed  up  in  the  defolations  of  unpo- 
litical conqueft.  A  broader  and  more  permanent  founda- 
tion of  commerce  than  the  world  had  yet  feen,  an  univer- 
fal  bafis,  was  yet  wanting  to  blefs  mankind,  and  Henry 
Duke  of  Vifeo  was  born  to  give  it. 

On  purpofe  to  promote  his  defigns,  Prince  Henry  was 
by  his  father  ffcationed  the  Commander  in  chief  of  the  Por- 
tuguefe  forces  in  Africa.  He  had  already,  in  141 2,  three 
years  before  the  reduction  of  Ceuta  ||,  fent  a  fhip  to  make 
difcoveries  on  the  Barbary  coafh  Cape  Nam,  §  as  its  name 
intimates,  was  then  the  Ne  plus  ultra  of  European  naviga- 
tion j    the  fhip  fent  by   Henry  however  paffed  it   fixty 

leagues, 

||  At  the  iedutlion  of  Ceuta,  and  other  engagements  in  Africa,  Prince 
Henry  difplayed  a  military  genius  and  valour  of  the  firft  magnitude.  The 
important  fortrefs  of  Ceuta  was  in  a  manner  won  by  his  own  fword.  Yet 
though  even  pofTefTed  by  the  enthufiafm  of  chivalry,  his  genius  for  naviga- 
tion prevailed,  and  confined  him  to  the  rock  of  Sagrez, 

§  Nam,  in  Portuguese,  a  negative. 
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leagues,  and  reached  Cape  Bojador.     Encouraged  by  this 
beginning,  the  Prince,  while  he  was  in  Africa,  acquired 
whatever  information  the  moft  intelligent  of  the  Moors  of 
Fez  and  Morocco  could  give.  About  a  league  and  one  half 
from  the  Cape  of  St.  Vincent,  in  the  kingdom  of  Algarve, 
Don  Henry  had  obferved  a  fmall,  but  commodious  fituati- 
on  for  a  fea-port  town.     On  this  fpot,  fuppofed  the  Pro- 
montor'ntm  Sacrum  of  the   Romans,  he  built  his  town  of 
Sagrez,  by  much  the  beft  planned  and  fortified  of  any  in 
Portugal.     Here,  where  the  view  of  the  ocean,  fays  Faria, 
infpired  his  hopes  and  endeavours,  he  erected  his  arfenals, 
and  built  and  harboured  his  fhips.     And  here,  leaving  the 
temporary  buftle  and  cares  of  the  ftate  to  his  father  and 
brothers,  he  retired  like  a  philofopher  from  the  world,  on 
purpofe  to  render  his  ftudies  of  the  utmoft  importance  to 
its  happinefs.     Having  received  all  the  light  which  could 
be  difcovered   in  Africa,  he   continued  unwearied  in  his 
mathematical  and  geographical   ftudies  ;  the  art  of  fhip- 
building  received  very  great  improvement  under  his  direc- 
tion, and  the  truth  of  his  ideas  of  the  ftructure  of  the  ter- 
raqueous globe  are  now  confirmed.     He  it  was  who  firfi; 
fuggefted  the  ufe  of  the  compafs,  and  of  longitude  and  la- 
titude in  navigation,  and  how  thefe  might  be  afcertained 
by  aftronomical  obiervations  ;  fuggeftions  and  difcoveries 
which  would  have  held  no  fecond  place  among  the  conjec- 
tures of  a  Bacon,  or  the  improvements  of  a  Newton.    Na- 
val adventurers  were  now  invited  from  all  parts  to  the  town 
of  Sagrez,  and  in  141 8  Juan  Gorifalez  Zarco  and  Triftran 

Vaz 
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Vaz  fet  fail  on  an  expedition  of  difcovery,  the  circumftan- 
ces  of  which  gave  us  a  ftriking  picture  of  the  ftate  of  navi- 
gation, ere  it  was  new-modelled  by  the  genius  of  Henry. 

Cape  Bojador,  fo  named  from  it's  extent  |,  runs  about 
forty  leagues  to  the  weftward,  and  for  about  fix  leagues 
off  land  there  is  a  moft  violent  current,  which  darning  up- 
on the  {helves,  makes  a  tempefluous  fea.  This  was  deem- 
ed impaffable,  for  it  was  not  confidered,  that  by  ftanding 
out  to  the  ocean  the  current  might  be  a\  ended.  To  pafs 
this  formidable  cape  was  the  commiffion  of  Zarco  and  Vaz, 
who  were  alfo  ordered  to  proceed  as  far  as  they  could  to 
difcover  the  African  coaft,  which  according  to  the  infor- 
mation given  to  Henry  by  the  Moors  and  Arabs,  extend- 
ed at  leafc  to  the  equinoctial  ||  line.  Zarco  and  Vaz,  how- 
ever, loft  their  courfe  in  a  ftorm,  and  were  driven  to  a 

little 

i  Forty  leagues  appeared  as  a  vaft  diflance  to  the  failors  of  that  age, 
•who  named  this  Cape  Bojador,  from  the  Spanifli,  bojar,  to  compafs  or  go 
about. 

||  It  was  known  that  the  Arabian  fea  warned  the  eaftern  fide  of  Africa: 
it  was  furmifed  therefore  that  a  fouthern  promontory  bounded  that  con- 
tinent. And  certain  it  is,  from  the  concurrent  teftimony  of  all  the  wri- 
ters who  treat  of  Don  Henry's  difcoveries,  that  Africa  was  fuppofed  to 
terminate  near  to  the  equinoctial  line.  The  account  of  Maico  Paolo's 
map,  which  it  is  faid,  piaced  the  fouthern  Cape  in  its  proper  latitude, 
feems  to  have  been  propagated  on  purpofe  to  difcredit  Prince  Henry's  re- 
putation. The  flory  Hands  thus :  Anthony  Galvan  relates,  that  Fran, 
de  Soufa  Tavares  told  him  that  Don  Ferdinand  told  him  that  in  1526,  he 
found,  in  the  monaitery  of  Acobaca,  a  chart  of  Africa,  120  years  old", 
which  was  faid  to  have  been  copied  from  one  at  Venice,  which  alfo  was 
believed  to  have  been  copied  from  one  of  Marco  Paolo,  which,  according 
to  Ramufius,  marked  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope.  Marco  Paolo  is  faid  to 
hare  travelled  into  India  and  China  in  the  fourteenth  ctntury. 
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little  ifland,  which  in  the  joy  of  their  deliverance  they 
named  Puerto  Santo,  or  the  Holy  Haven.  Nor  was 
Prince  Henry,  on  their  return,  lefs  joyful  of  their  difco- 
very,  than  they  had  been  of  their  efcape  :  A  ftriking  proof 
of  the  miferable  ftate  of  navigation  ;  for  this  ifland  is  only 
about  1 60  leagues,  the  voyage  now  of  three  or  four  days 
in  moderate  weather,  from  the  promontory  of  Sagrez. 

The  Difcoverer  of  Puerto  Santo,  accompanied  by  Bar- 
tholomew Pereftrello,  were  with  three  fhips  fent  out  on 
farther  trial.  Pereftrello,  having  fowed  fome  feeds,  and 
left  fome  cattle  on  Holy  Haven,  returned  to  Portugal  |j. 
But  Zarco  and  Vaz  directing  their  courfe  fouthward,  in 
14 19,  perceived  fomething  like  a  cloud  on  the  water,  and 
failing  toward  it,  difcQvered  an  ifland  covered  with  wood, 
which  from  thence  they  named  Madeira  f .  And  this  rich 
and  beautiful  ifland,  which  foon  yielded  a  confiderable  re- 
venue, was  the  firft  reward  of  the  enterprizes  of  Prince 
Henry. 

vol.  1.  C  If 


||  Unluckily  alfo  were  left  on  this  ifland  two  rabbits,  whofe  young  fo 
increafed,  that  in  a  few  years  it  was  found  not  habitable,  every  vegetable 
being  deftroyed  by  the  great  increafe  of  thefe  animals. 

f  The  difcovery  of  Madeira  by  Prince  Henry,  was  followed  by  the  firft 
fettlement  of  that  ifland,  fince  the  days  of  Carthaginian  commerce.  The 
Azores,  Canaries,  and  Cape  de  Verde  iflands,  were  frequented  by  that 
trading  people ;  but  fuch  was  the  groflhefs  of  the  Roman  policy,  that,  af- 
ter the  fall  of  Carthage,  the  navigation  to  thefe  parts  ceafed.  One  Ma- 
cham,  an  Englifhman,  it  is  fkid,  (Harris's  Voyage;,)  buried  his  miftrefs  in 
Madeira,  in  1344.  Some  veflels  driven  by  temped,  had  perhaps,  before 
the  time  of  Don  Henry,  defcried  the  Madeira  iflands,  but  the  regular  navi- 
gation to  them  was  unknown,  till  eftabliflied  by  this  great  prince.  ViJ, 
Faria}  torn.  I.  c.  I. 
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If  the  Duke  of  Vifeo's  liberal  ideas  of  eftablifhing  colo- 
nies, thofe  finews  of  a  commercial  ftate,  or  his  views  of 
African  and  Indian  commerce,  were  too  refined  to  flrike 
the  grofs  multitude ;  yet  other  advantages  refulting  from 
his  defigns,  one  would  conclude,  were  felf-evident.  Na- 
ture calls  upon  Portugal  to  be  a  maritime  power,  and  her 
naval  fuperiority  over  the  Moors,  was  in  the  time  of  Hen- 
ry, the  fureft  defence  of  her  exiftence  as  a  kingdom.  Yet 
though  all  his  labours  tended  to  eftablifh  that  naval  fupe- 
riority on  the  fureft  bails,  though  even  the  religion  of  the 
age  added  its  authority  to  the  cleareft  political  principles  in 
favour  of  Henry  ;  yet  were  his  enterprizes  and  his  expected 
difcoveries  derided  with  all  the  infolence  of  ignorance,  and 
all  the  bitternefs  of  popular  clamour.  Barren  defarts  like 
Lybia,  it  was  faid,  were  all  that  could  be  found,  and  a 
thoufand  difadvantages,  drawn  from  thefe  data,  were  fore-  ( 
feen  and  foretold.  The  great  mind  and  better  knowledge 
of  Henry,  however,  were  not  thus  to  be  fhaken.  Though 
twelve  years  from  the  difcovery  of  Madeira  had  elapfed  in 
unfuccefsful  endeavours  to  carry  his  navigation  farther,  he 
was  now  more  happy ;  for  one  of  his  captains,  named 
Galianez,  in  1434  pafTed  the  Cape  of  Bojador,  till  then 
invincible;  an  action,  fays  Faria,  in  the  common  opinion, 
not  inferior  to  the  labours  of  Hercules. 

Galianez,  the  next  year,  accompanied  by  Gonfalez  Bal- 
daya,  carried  his  difcoveries  many  leagues  farther.  Ha- 
ving put  two  horfemen  on  more,  to  difcover  the  face  of 

the 
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the  country,  the  adventurers,  after  riding  feveral  hours, 
faw  nineteen  men  armed  with  javelins.  The  natives  fled, 
and  the  two  horfemen  purfued,  till  one  of  the  Portuguefe, 
being  wounded,  loft  the  firft  blood  that  was  facrificed  to 
the  new  fyftem  of  commerce.  A  fmall  beginning,  a  very 
fmall  ftreamlet,  fome  perhaps  may  exclaim,  but  which 
foon  fwelled  into  oceans,  and  deluged  the  eaftern  and  wef- 
tern  worlds.  Let  fuch  philofophers,  however,  be  deiired 
to  point  out  the  defign  of  public  utility,  which  has  been 
unpolluted  by  the  depravity  of  the  human  paiiions.  To 
fuppofe  that  Heaven  itfelf  could  give  an  inftitution  which 
could  not  be  perverted,  and  to  fuppofe  no  previous  altera- 
tion in  human  nature,  is  contradictory  in  proportion  ;  for 
as  human  nature  now  exifts,  power  cannot  be  equally  pof- 
fefTed  by  all,  and  whenever  the  felfifh  or  vicious  paffions 
predominate,  that  power  will  certainly  be  abufed.  The 
cruelties  therefore  of  Cortez,  and  that  more  horrid  barba- 
rian Pizarrof,  are  no  more  to  be  charged  upon  Don  Hen- 

C  2  ry 

f  Some  eminent  writers,  both  at  home  and  abroad,  have  of  late  endea- 
voured to  (often  the  character  of  Cortez,  and  have  urged  the  neceflity  of 
war  for  the  (laughters  he  committed.  Thefe  authors  have  alio  greatly  fof- 
tened  the  horrid  features  of  the  Mexicans.  If  one,  however,  would  trace 
the  true  character  of  Cortez  and  the  Americans,  he  muft  have  recourfe  to 
the  numerous  Spanifh  writers,  who  were  either  witnefTes  of  the  firft  wars, 
or  foon  after  travelled  in  thofe  countries.  In  thefe  he  will  find  many  anec- 
dotes which  afford  a  light,  not  to  be  found  in  our  modernifed  hiftories.  In 
thefe  it  will  be  found,  that  Cortez  fct  out  to  take  gold  by  force,  and  not 
by  eftablifhing  any  fyftem  of  commerce  with  the  natives,  the  only  juft 
reafon  of  effecting  a  fettlement  in  a  foreign  country.  He  was  aflced  by  va- 
rious ftates,  what  commodities  or  drugs  he  wanted,  and  was  promilcd 
abundant  fupp'y.    He  and  his  Spaniards,  he  anfwered,  had  a  difeafe  at 
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ry  and  Columbus,  than  the  villanies  of  the  Jefuits  and 
the  horrors  of  the  inquiiltion  are  to  be  afcribed  to  Him, 
whofe  precepts  are  fummed  up  in  the  great  command,  To 
<J«  to  your  neighbour  as  you  would  wifh  your  neighbour 
to  do  to  you.  But  if  it  is  ftill  alleged  that  he  who  plans 
a  difcovery  ought  to  forefee  the  miferies  which  the  vicious 
will  engraft  upon  his  enterprize,  let  the  objector  be  told, 
that  the  miferies  are  uncertain,  while  the  advantages  are 
real  and  fure  ;  and  that  the  true  philofopher  will  not  con- 
fine his  eye  to  the  Spanifh  campaigns  in  Mexico  and  Peru, 
but  will  extend  his  profpect  to  all  the  ineftimable  benefits, 
all  the  improvements  of  laws,  opinions,  and  of  manners, 

which 


their  hearts,  which  nothing  but  gold  could  cure ;  and  he  received  intelli- 
gence, that  Mexico  abounded  with  it.  Under  pretence  of  a  friendly  con- 
ference, he  made  Montezuma  his  prifoner,  and  ordered  him  to  pay  tribute 
to  Charles  V.  Immenfe  fums  were  paid,  but  the  demand  was  boundlefs. 
Tumults  enfued.  Cortez  difplayed  amazing  generalfhip,  and  fome  milli- 
ons of  thofe,  who  in  enumerating  to  the  Spaniards  the  greatnefs  of  Mon- 
tezuma, boafted  that  his  yearly  facrifices  confumed  20,000  men,  were  now 
facrificed  to  the  difeafe  of  Cortez's  heart.  Pizarro,  however,  in  the  bar- 
barity of  his  foul,  far  exceeded  him.  There  is  a  very  bright  fide  of  the 
characler  of  Cortez.  If  we  forget  that  his  avarice  was  the  caufe  of  a  molt 
unjull:  and  mod  bloody  war,  in  every  other  refpect  he  will  appear  as  one 
of  the  greateft  of  heroes.  But  Pizarro  is  a  characler  completely  deteftable, 
deftitute  of  every  fpark  of  generofity.  He  maflacred  the  Peruvians,  he 
faid,  becaufe  they  were  barbarians,  and  he  himfelf  could  not  read.  Ata- 
balipa,  amazed  at  the  art  of  reading,  got  a  Spaniard  to  write  the  word  Bi- 
os (the  Spanifh  for  God)  on  his  finger.  On  trying  if  the  Spaniards  agreed 
in  what  it  fignified,  he  difcovered  that  Pizarro  could  not  read.  And  Pizar- 
ro in  revenge  of  the  contempt  he  perceived  in  the  face  of  Atabalipa,  or- 
dered that  prince  to  be  tried  for  his  life,  for  having  concubines,  and  be- 
ing an  idolater,  Atabalipa  was  condemned  to  be  burned;  but  on  fubmit- 
ting  to  baptifm,  he  was  only  hanged. 
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which  have  been  introduced  by  the  intercourfe  of  univerfal 
commerce. 

In  1440  Anthony  Gonfalez  brought  fome  Moors  pri- 
soners to  Lifbon.  Thefe  he  took  two  and  forty  leagues 
beyond  Cape  Bojador,  and  in  1442  he  returned  to  Africa 
with  his  captives.  One  Moor  efcaped  from  him,  but  ten 
blacks  of  Guinea  and  a  confiderable  quantity  of  gold  dull 
were  given  in  ranfom  for  two  others.  A  rivulet  at  the 
place  of  landing  was  named,  by  Gonfalez,  Rio  del  Oro,  or 
the  River  of  Gold.  And  the  iflands  of  Adeget,  Arguim, 
and  de  las  Garcas^  were  now  difcovered. 

Thefe  Guinea  blacks,  the  firft  ever  feen  in  Portugal, 
and  the  gold  duft,  excited  other  paffions  befide  admirati- 
on. A  company  was  formed  at  Lagos,  under  the  aufpices 
of  Prince  Henry,  to  carry  on  a  traffic  with  the  new  difco- 
vered countries  ;  and  as  ,the  Portuguefe  confidered  them- 
felves  in  a  ftate  of.  continual  hoftility  with  the  Moors, 
about  two  hundred  of  thefe  people,  inhabitants  of  the 
iflands  of  Nar  and  Tider,  in  1444,  were  brought  prifoners 
to  Portugal.  This  was  foon  revenged.  Gonzalo  de  Cin- 
tra  was  the  next  year  attacked  by  the  Moors,  fourteen 
leagues  beyond  Rio  del  Oro,  where  with  feven  of  his  men 
he  was  killed. 

Thefe  hoftile  proceedings  difpleafed  Prince  Henry,  and 
in   1446  Anthony  Gonfalez  and  two  other  captains  were 

fent 
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fent  to  enter  into  a  treaty  of  peace  and  traffic  with  the  na- 
tives of  Rio  del  Oro,  and  alfo  to  attempt  their  converllon. 
But  thefe  propofals  were  rejected  by  the  barbarians,  one  of' 
whom,  however,  came  voluntarily  to  Portugal ;  and  Juan 
Fernandez  remained  with  the  natives,  to  obferve  their 
manners  and  the  products  of  the  country.  In  the  year  fol- 
lowing Fernandez  was  found  in  good  health,  and  brought 
home  to  Portugal.  The  account  he  gave  of  the  country 
and  people  affords  a  fir  iking  inftance  of  the  mifery  of  bar- 
barians. The  land,  an  open,  barren,  fandy  plain,  where 
the  wandering  natives  were  guided  in  their  journeys  by 
the  ftars  and  flights  of  birds  \  their  food,  milk,  lizards, 
locufts,  and  fuch  herbs  as  the  foil  produced  without  cul- 
ture ;  and  their  only  defence  from  the  fcorching  heat  of 
the  fun  fome  miferable  tents  which  they  pitched,  as  oc- 
cafion  required,  on  the  burning  fands. 

In  1447  upwards  of  thirty  fhips  followed  the  route  of 
tragic  which  was  now  opened  ;  and  John  de  Caftilla  ob- 
tained the  infamy  to  ftand  the  firit  on  the  lift  of  thofe 
names  whofe  villainies  have  difgraced  the  fpirit  of  com- 
merce, and  afforded  the  loudeft  complaints  againft  the 
progrefs  of  navigation.  DhTatisfied  with  the  value  of  his 
cargo,  he  ungratefully  feized  twenty  of  tbe  natives  of  Go- 
mera,  (one  of  the  Canaries)  who  had  affifted  him,  and 
with  whom  he  was  in  friendly  alliance,  and  brought  them 
•as  flaves  to  Portugal.  But  Prince  Henry  refented  this  out- 
rage, 
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rage,  and  having  given  them  fome  valuable  prefents  of 
clothes,  reftored  the  eaptives  to  freedom  and  their  native 
country. 

The  conversion  and  reduction  of  the  Canaries  was  alfo 
this  year  attempted  ;  but  Spain  having  claimed  a  right  to 
thefe  iflands  ||,  the  expedition  was  difcontinued.  In  the 
Canary  iflands  was  found  a  feodal  cuftom  j  the  chief  man 
or  governor  was  gratified  with  the  firft  night  of  every 

bride  in  his  diftrict. 

> 

In  1448  Fernando  Alonzo  Was  fent  ambaiTador  to  the 
King  of  Cabo  Verde  with  a  treaty  of  trade  and  converfion 
which  was  defeated  at  that  time  by  the  treachery  of  the 
natives.  In  1449  the  Azores  were  difcovered  by  Gonfalo 
Velio,  and  the  coafl  ilxty  leagues  beyond  Cape  Verde  was 
vifited  by  the  fleets  of  Henry.  It  is  alfo  certain  that  fome 
of  his  commanders  palTed  the  equinoctial  line.  It  was  the 
cuftom  of  his  failors  to  leave  his  motto,  Talent  de  Bien 
Fa  1  re,  wherever  they  came  ;  and  in  1525  Loaya,  a  Spa- 
nifh  captain,  found  that  device  carved  on  the  bark  of  a 
tree  in  the  ifle  of  St.  Matthew,  in  the  fecond  degree  of 
fouth  latitude. 

Prince 


D  Sometimes  before  this  period,  John  de  Betancour,  a  Frenchman,  under 
the  king  of  Caftile,  had  made  a  fettlement  in  the  Canaries,  which  had 
been  difcovered,  it  is  faid,  about  1340,  by  fome  Bifcayneers. 
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Prince  Henry  had  now  with  the  moft  inflexible  perfe- 
verance  profecuted  his  difcoveries  for  upwards  of  forty 
years.  His  father,  John  I.  concurred  with  him  in  his 
views,  and  gave  him  every  afliftance  ;  his  brother  King 
Edward,  during  his  fhort  reign,  was  the  fame  as  his  fa- 
ther had  been  j  nor  was  the  eleven  years  regency  of  his 
brother  Don  Pedro  lefs  aufpicious  to  him  §.  But  the  mii- 
underftanding  between  Pedro  and  his  nephew  Alonzo  V. 
who  took  upon  him  the  reigns  of  government  in  his  feven- 
teenth  year,  retarded  the  defigns  of  Henry,  and  gave  him 
much  unhappinefs|.  At  his  town  of  Sagrez,  from  whence 
he  had  not  moved  for  many  years,  except  when  called  to 
court  on  fome  emergency  of  ftate,  Don  Henry,  now  in 
his  fixty-feventh  year,  yielded  to  the  ftroke  of  fate,  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  1 463 ,  gratified  with  the  certain  profpect, 
that  the  route  to  the  eaftern  world  would  one  day  crown 
the  enterprizes  to  which  he  had  given  birth.  He  had  the 
happinefs  to  fee  the  naval  fuperiority  of  his  country  over 
the  Moors  eftablifhed  on  the  moft  folid  bails,  its  trade 
greatly  upon  the  increafe,  and  what  he  efteemed  his  great- 
eft  happinefs,  he  flattered  himfelf  that  he  had  given  a 

mortal 

§  The  difficulties  he  furmounted,  and  the  afliftance  he  received,  are  in- 
conteftable  proofs,  that  an  adventurer  of  inferior  birth  could  never  have 
carried  his  defigns  into  execution. 

i  Don  Pedro  was  villainoufly  accufed  of  treacherous  defigns  by  his  baftard 
brothi-r,  the  firft  duke  of  Braganza.  Henry  left  his  town  of  Sagrez,  to 
defend  his  brother  at  court,  but  in  vain.  Pedro,  finding  the  young  king  in 
the  power  of  Braganza,  fled,  and  foon  after  was  killed  in  defending  him- 
felf againft  a  party  who  were  fent  to  feize  him.  His  innccence,  after  his 
death,  was  fully  proved,  and  his  nephew  Alonzo  V.  gave  him  an  honour- 
able buiial. 
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mortal  wound  to  Mohammedifm,  and  had  opened  the 
door  to  an  univerfal  propagation  of  Chriftianity  and  the 
civilization  of  mankind.  And  to  him,  as  to  their  prima- 
ry author,  are  due  all  the  ineftimable  advantages  which 
ever  have  flowed,  or  will  flow  from  the  difcovery  of  the 
greateft  part  of  Africa,  of  the  Eaft  and  Weft  Indies.  Eve- 
ry improvement  in  the  ftate  and  manners  of  thefe  coun- 
tries, or  whatever  country  may  be  yet  difcovered,  is  ftrict- 
ly  due  to  him ;  nor  is  the  difference  between  the  prefent 
ftate  of  Europe  and  the  monkifh  age  in  which  he  was  born, 
lefs  the  refult  of  his  genius  and  toils.  What  is  an  Alex- 
ander ||  crowned  with  trophies  at  the  head  of  his  army, 
compared  with  a  Henry  contemplating  the  ocean  from  his 
window  on  the  rock  of  Sagrez  !  The  one  fuggefts  the  idea 
of  the  evil  daemon,  the  other  of  a  tutelary  angel. 

From  the  year  1448,  when  Alonzo  V.  affumed  the 
power  of  government,  till  the  end  of  his  reign  in  147 1, 
little  progrefs  was  made  in  maritime  affairs,  and  Cape 
Catharine  was  only  added  to  the  former  difcoveries.  But 
under  his  fon  John  II.  the  defigns  of  Prince  Henry  were 
profecuted  with  renewed  vigour.     In  148 1  the  Portuguefe 

built 


||  It  has  been  faid  by  fome  French  writers,  that  the  conquers  of  Alex- 
ander were  intended  to  civilize,  and  unite  the  world  in  one  grand  intereft ; 
and  that  for  this  great  purpofe  he  built  cities  and  cftablilhed  colonics  in 
Afia.  Thofe,  however,  w  ho  have  ltudied  the  true  character  of  that  vain- 
glorious conqueror,  the  wild  delirium  of  his  ambition,  and  his  as  wild  fond- 
nefs  of  Afiatic  manners,  will  allow  this  refinement  of  defign  to  hold  no 
place  in  the  motives  of  the  pretended  fan  of  Jupiter. 
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built  a  fort  on  the  Golden  Coaft,  and  the  King  of  Portu- 
gal took  the  title  of  Lord  of  Guinea.    Bartholomew  Diaz, 
in  i486,  reached  the  river,  which  he  named  dell  Infante, 
on  the  eaftern  fide  of  Africa  ;  but  deterred  by  the  ftorms 
of  that  region  from  proceeding  farther,  on  his  return  ■  he 
had  the  happinefs  to  be  the  difcoverer  of  the  Promontory, 
unknown  for  many  ages,  which  bounds  the  fouth  of  Afric. 
This,  from  the  ftorms  he  there  encountered,  he  named 
the  Cape  of  Tempefls  \  but  John  elated  with  the  promife  of 
India,  which  this  difcovery,  as  he  juftly  deemed,  includ- 
ed, gave  it  the  name  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope.     The  arts 
and  valour  of  the  Portuguefe  had  now  made  a  great  im- 
preffion  on  the  minds  of  the  Africans.     The  King  of  Con- 
go, a  dominion  of  great  extent,  fent  the  fons  of  fome  of 
his  principal  officers  to  be  inftrucled  in  arts  and  religion ; 
and  ambaffadors  from  the  King  of  Benin  requefted  teach- 
ers to  be  fent  to  his  kingdom.    On  the  return  of  thefe  his 
fubjedts,  the  King  and  Queen  of  Congo,  with  100,000  of 
their  people,  were  baptized.     An  ambaiTador  alfo  arrived 
from  the  Chriftian  Emperor  of  Abyffinia,  and  Pedro  de 
Covillam  and  Alonzo  de  Payva  were  fent  by  land  to  pene- 
trate into  the-  Eaft,  that  they  might  acquire  whatever  in- 
telligence might  facilitate  the  defired  navigation  to  India. 
Covillam  and  Payva  parted  at  Toro  in  Arabia,  and  took 
different  routes.    The  former  having  vifited  Conanor,  Ca- 
licut, and  Goa  in  India,  returned  to  Grand  Cairo,  where 
lie  heard  of  the  death  of  his  companion.     Here  alfo  he 
met  the  Rabbi  Abraham  of  Beja,  who  was  employed  for 

the 
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the  fame  purpofe  by  king  John.  Covillam  fent  the  Rab- 
bi home  with  an  account  of  what  countries  he  had  feen, 
and  he  himfelf  proceeded  to  Ormuz  and  Ethiopia,  but,  as 
Camoens  exprefTes  it : 

to  his  native  fhore, 


Enrich'd  with  knowledge,  he  returned  no  more. 

Men,  whofe  genius  led  them  to  maritime  affairs,  began 
now  to  be  poffeffed  by  an  ardent  ambition  to  diftinguiih 
themfelves ;  and  the  famous  Columbus  offered  his  fervice 
to  the  King  of  Portugal.  Every  one  knows  the  difcove- 
ries  of  this  great  adventurer,  but  his  hiftory  is  generally 
mifunderflood*.     It  is  by  fome  believed,  that  his  ideas  of 

the 


*  Greatly  mifunderflood,  even  by  the  ingenious  author  of  the  Account 
of  the  European  Settlements  in  America.  Having  mentioned  the  barbarous 
ftate  of  Europe  ;  "  Mathematical  learning,  fays  he,  was  little  valued  or 
"  cultivated.  The  true  fyftem  of  the  heavens  was  not  dreamed  of.  1 
"  was  no  knowledge  at  all  of  the  real  form  of  the  earth,  and  in  general 
"  the  ideas  of  mankind  were  not  extended  beyond  their  fenfible  horizon. 
"  In  this  (late  of  affairs  Chriflopher  Columbus,  a  native  of  Genoa,  un  .  - 
"  took  to  extend  the  boundaries  which  ignorance  had  given  to  the  world. 
"  This  man's  defign  arofe  from  the  juft  idea  he  had  formed  of  the  figure  of 
"  the  earth." — But  this  is  all  a  miffake.  Nor  is  the  author  of  the  Hijloire 
Philofophique,  &c.  lefs  unhappy.  Milled  by  the  common  opinion  of  Colum- 
bus, he  has  thus  pompoufly  cloathed  it  in  the  drefs  of  imagination — [ 
homme  obfcur,  fays  he,  plus  avance  que  fori  fiecle,  &C. — thus  literally,  "  An  ob- 
", fcure  man,  more  advanced  than  his  cotemporaiies  in  the  knowledge  of 
"  aftronomy  and  navigation,  propofed  to  Spain,  happy  in  her  internal  do- 
"  minion,  to  aggrandife  herfelf  abroad.  Chriftopher  Columbus  felt,  as  if 
"  by  inflintl,  that  there  mull  be  another  continent,  and  that  he  was  to  dif- 
"  cover  it.  The  Antipodes,  treated  by  rcafon  itfelf  as  a  chimera,  and  by 
"  fuperflition  as  error  and  impiety,  were  in  the  eves  of  this  man  of  genius 

"  an 
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the  fphere  of  the  earth  gave  birth  to  his  opinion,  that  there 
muft  be  an  immenfe  unknown  continent  in  the  weft  J, 
fuch  as  America  is  now  known  to  be  •,  and  that  his  pro- 
pofals  were  to  go  in  fearch  of  it.     But  the  iimple  truth  is, 

Columbus, 

"  an  inconteftable  truth.   Full  of  this  idea,  one  of  the  grander!  which  could 

"  enter    the  human   mind,  he  propofed,  &c. The  minifters  of  this 

"  princefs  (Ifabel  of  Spain)  eflecmed  as  a  vifionary,  a  man  who  pretended 

,:  to  difcover  a  world ."     But  this  dream  of  difcovering  a  world  never 

entered  the  head  of  Columbus.  And  be  it  ours  to  reftore  his  due  honours 
to  the  Prince  of  Portugal.  By  the  moft  indubitable  and  concurrent  tefti- 
mony  of  all  the  Portuguefe  Hiftorians  of  this  period,  Henry  had  underta- 
ken to  extend  the  boundaries  which  ignorance  had  given  to  the  world,  and 
had  extended  them  much  beyond  the  fenfible  horizon,  long  ere  Columbus 
appeared.  Columbus  indeed  taught  the  Spaniards  the  ufe  of  longitude  and 
latitude  in  navigation,  but  he  himfelf  learned  thefe  among  the  Portuguefe. 
Every  alteration  here  afcribed  to  Columbus,  had  almoft  fifty  years  before 
been  effec"ted  by  Henry.  Even  Henry's  defign  of  failing  to  India  was  adopted 
by  Columbus.  It  was  every  where  his  propofal.  When  he  arrived  in  the 
Weft  Indies,  he  thought  he  had  found  the  Ophir  of  Solomon  f,  and  thence 
thefe  iflands  received  their  general  name.  And  on  his  return  he  told  John 
II.  that  he  had  been  at  the  iflands  of  India.  When  he  landed  in  Cuba,  he 
enquired  for  Cipango,  the  name  of  Japan,  according  to  Marco  Paolo,  and 
by  the  miftake  of  the  natives,  who  thought  he  faid  Cibao,  he  was  informed 
of  the  richeft  mines  of  Hifpaniola.  And  even  on  his  fourth  and  laft  voy- 
age in  1502,  three  years  after  Gama's  return,  he  promifed  the  king  of 
Spain  to  find  India  by  a  weftward  paflagc.  But  though  great  difcoveries 
rewarded  his  toils,  his  firft  and  laft  purpofe  he  never  completed.  It  was 
referved  for  Magalhaens  to  difcover  the  weftward  route  to  the  Eaftern 
World. 

§  Gomara,  and  other  Spanifh  writers  relate  that  while  Columbus  lived  in 
Madeira,  a  pilot,  the  only  furvivor  of  a  (hip's  crew,  died  at  his  houfe.  This 
pilot,  they  fay,  had  been  diiven  to  the  Weft  Indies  or  America  by  tempeft, 
and  on  his  death-bed  communicated  the  journal  of  his  voyage  to  Colum- 
bus. But  this  ftory,  as  it  (lands  at  large,  is  involved  in  contradiction  with- 
out proof,  and  is  every  where  efteemed  a  fable  of  malice. 


§  Peter  Martyr,    (  who  lived   at  that    time  at  the  Court  of  Spain.) 
Dec.  I.  1  I. 


THE    DISCOVERY   OF   INDIA.  Ixi 

Columbus,  who  as  we  have  certain  evidence,  acquired  his 
fkill  in  navigation  among  the  Fortuguefe,  could  be  no 
ftranger  to  the  defign  long  meditated  in  that  kingdom,  of 
difcovering  a  naval  route  to  India,  which  they  endeavour- 
ed to  find  by  comparing  the  coaft  of  Africa.  According 
to  ancient  geographers  and  the  opinion  of  that  age,  India 
was  fuppofed  to  be  the  next  land  to  the  weft  of  Spain. 
And  the  idea  of  difcovering  a  weftern  paffage  to  the  Eaft, 
is  due  to  the  genius  of  Columbus ;  but  no  more  :  To  dif- 
cover  India  and  the  adjacent  iflands  of  fpices,  already  fa- 
mous over  all  Europe,  was  every  where  the  avowed  and 
fole  idea  of  Columbusf.  A  propofal  of  this  kind  to  the 
king  of  Portugal,  whofe  fleets  had  already  paused  the  cape 
of  Good  Hope,  and  who  efteemed  the  route  to  India  as 
almoft  difcovered,  and  in  the  power  of  his  own  fubjects, 
could  at  the  court  of  Lifbon  expect  no  fuccefs.  And  the 
offered  fervices  of  the  foreigner  were  rejected,  even  with 
fome  degree  of  contempt.  Columbus,  however,  met  a 
more  favourable  reception  from  Ferdinand  and  Ifabella, 
the  king  and  queen  of  Caftile.  To  interfere  with  the 
route  or  difcoveries,  opened  and  enjoyed  by  another  pow- 
er, was  at  this  time  efteemed  contrary  to  the  laws  of  nati- 
ons.    Columbus,  therefore,  though  the  object  was  one, 

propofed^ 

/ 

f  And  fo  deeply  had  ancient  geography  fixed  this  idea,  that  Sejfefaftian 
Cabot's  propofal  to  Henry  VII.  1497,  was  to  difcover  Cathay,  and  thence 
India,  by  the  north-weft.  See  Hakluit.  torn.  3.  p.  7.  And  Ramufius,  Pre- 
fat.  torn.  3. — Columbus  endeavoured,  firft,  to  difcover  India  directly  by 
the  weft,  and  afterwards,  by   the  fouth-weft. 
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propofed,  as  Magalhaens  afterwards  did  for  the  fame  rea- 
fon,  to  freer  the  weftward  courfe,  and  having  in  1492  dif- 
covered  fome  weftern  iflands,  in  1493,  on  n^s  return  to 
Spain,  he  put  into  the  Tagus  with  great  tokens  of  the 
riches  of  his  difcovery.  Some  of  the  Portuguefe  courtiers, 
the  fame  ungenerous  minds  perhaps  who  advifed  the  re- 
jection of  Columbus  becaufe  he  was  a  foreigner,  propofed 
the  affaffination  of  that  great  man,  thereby  to  conceal  from 
Spain  the  advantages  of  his  navigation.  But  John,  though 
Columbus  rather  roughly  upbraided  him,  looked  upon 
him  now  with  a  generous  regret,  and  difmifTed  him  with 
honour.  The  king  of  Portugal,  however,  was  alarmed, 
left  the  difcoveries  of  Columbus  fhould  interfere  with  thofe 
of  his  crown,  and  gave  orders  to  equip  a  war  fleet  to  pro- 
tect his  rights.  But  matters  were  adjufted  by  embaffies, 
and  that  celebrated  treaty  by  which  Spain  and  Portugal 
divided  the  Weftern  and  Eaftern  Worlds  between  them- 
felves.  The  eaftern  half  of  the  world  was  allotted  for  the 
Portuguefe,  and  the  weftern  for  the  Spanifh  navigation. 
A  line  from  pole  to  pole  drawn  an  hundred  leagues  to  the 
weft  of  the  Azores,  was  their  boundary:  and  thus  each 
ration  had  one  hundred  and  eighty  degrees,  within  which 
they  might  eftablifh  fettlements  and  extend  their  difcove- 
ries. And  a  papal  bull,  which,  for  obvious  reafons,  pro- 
hibited the  propagation  of  the  gofpel  in  thefe  bounds  by 
the  fubjects  of  any  other  ftate,  confirmed  this  amicable 
and  extraordinary  treaty. 

Soon 
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Soon  after  this,  while  the  thoughts  of  king  John  were 
intent  on  the  difcovery  of  India,  his  preparations  were  in- 
terrupted by  his  death.  But  his  earneft  defires  and  great 
defigns  were  inherited,  together  with  his  crown,  by  his 
coufin  Emmanuel.  'And  in  1497,  the  year  before  Colum- 
bus made  the  voyage  which  difcovered  the  mouth  of  the 
river  Oronoko,  Vafco  de  Gama  failed  from  the  Tagus  on 
the  difcovery  of  India. 

Of  this  voyage,  the  fubjecl  of  the  Lufiad,  many  parti- 
culars are  neceffarily  mentioned  in  the  notes  ;  we  fhall 
therefore  only  allude  to  thefe,  but  be  more  explicit  on  the 
others,  which  are  omitted  by  Camoens,  in  obedience  to 
the  rules  of  the  Epopoeia. 

Notwithftanding  the  full  torrent  of  popular-  clamour 
againft  the  undertaking,  Emmanuel  was  determined  to 
profecute  the  views  of  Prince  Henry  and  John  II.  Three 
Hoops  of  war  and  a  ftore  fhip  manned  with  only  160  men 
were  fitted  out ;  for  hoftility  was  not  the  purpofe  of  this 
humane  expedition.  Vafco  de  Gama,  a  gentleman  of  good 
family,  who,  in  a  war  with  the  French,"  had  given  iignal 
proofs  of  his  naval  fkill,  was  commiffioned  admiral  and 
general,  and  his  brother  Paul,  for  whom  he  bore  the  fin- 
cereft  affection,  with  his  friend  Nicholas  Coello,  were  at 
his  requeft  appointed  to  command  under  him.  All  the 
enthufiafm  of  defire  to  accomplifh  his  end,  joined  with  the 
greateft  heroifm,  the  quickeft  penetration,  and  cooleft  pru- 
dence, 
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dence,  united  to  form  the  character  of  Gama.  On  his 
appointment  to  the  command,  he  declared  to  the  king 
that  his  mind  had  long  afpired  to  this  expedition.  The 
king  expreffed  great  confidence  in  his  prudence  and  ho- 
nour, and  gave  him,  with  his  own  hand,  the  colours 
which  he  was  to  carry.  On  this  banner,  which  bore  the 
crofs  of  the  military  order  of  Chrift,  Gama,  with  great 
enthufiafm  to  merit  the  honours  beftowed  upon  him,  took 
the  oath  of  fidelity. 

About  four  miles  from  Lifbon  there  is  a  chapel  on  the 
fea  fide.  To  this,  the  day  before  their  departure,  Gama 
conducted  the  companions  of  his  expedition.  He  was  to 
encounter  an  ocean  untried,  and  dreaded  as  unnavigable 
and  he  knew  the  force  of  the  ties  of  religion  on  minds 
which  are  not  inclined  to  difpute  its  authority.  The  whole 
night  was  fpent  in  the  chapel,  in  prayers  for  fuccefs,  and 
in  the  rites  of  their  devotion.  On  the  next  day,  when  the 
adventurers  marched  to  the  fhips,  the  fhore  of  Belem  £ 
prefented  one  of  the  moft  folemn  and  affecting  fcenes  per- 
haps recorded  in  hiftory.  The  beach  was  covered  with 
the  inhabitants  of  Lifbon.  A  numerous  proceffion  of 
priefts  in  their  robes  fung  anthems  and  offered  up  invoca- 
tions to  heaven.  Every  one  beheld  the  adventurers  as 
brave  innocent  men  going  to  a  dreadful  execution,  as  ruffl- 
ing upon  certain  death  j  and  the  vaft  multitude  caught  the 

fire 

|  Or  Bethlehem,  fo  named  from  the  chapel. 
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fire  of  devotion,  and  joined  aloud  in  the  prayers  for  fuc- 
cefs.  The  relations,  friends,  and  acquaintance  of  the 
voyagers  wept ;  all  were  affected  ;  the  figh  was  general ; 
Gama  himfelf  fhed  fome  manly  tears  on  parting  with  his 
friends  ;  but  he  hurried  over  the  tender  fcene,  and  haften- 
ed  aboard  with  all  the  alacrity  of  hope.  Immediately  he 
gave  his  fails  to  the  wind,  and  fo  much  afTecled  were  the 
many  thoufands  who  beheld  his  departure,  that  they  re- 
mained immoveable  on  the  fhore  till  the  fleet,  under  full 
fail,  evanifhed  from  their  fight. 

It  was  on  the  8th  of  July  when  Gama  left  the  Tagus. 
The  flag  fhip  was  commanded  by  himfelf,  the  fecond  by 
his  brother,  the  third  by  Coello,  and  the  ftore  fhip  by 
Gonfalo  Nunio.  Several  interpreters,  fkilled  in  the  Ethio- 
pian, Arabic,  and  other  oriental  languages,  went  along 
with  them.  Ten  malefactors,  men  of  abilities,  whofe  fen- 
ten  ces  of  death  were  reverfed,  on  condition  of  their  obe- 
dience to  Gama  in  whatever  embaffies  or  dangers  among 
the  barbarians  he  might  think  proper  to  employ  them, 
were  abb  on  board.  The  fleet,  favoured  by  the  weather, 
paiVcd  the  Canary  and  Cape  de  Verde  iflands ;  but  had 
now  to  encounter  other  fortune.  Sometimes  Hopped  by 
dead  calms,  but  for  the  mofl  part  toft  by  tempefb,  which 
increafed  their  violence  and  horrors  as  they  proceeded  to 
the  fouth.  Thus  driven  far  to  fea,  they  laboured  through 
that  wide  ocean  which  furrounds  St.  Helena,  in  feas, 
lays  Faria,  unknown  to  the  Portuguefe  difcoverers,  none  of 
vol.  t.  D  whom 
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whom  had  failed  fo  far  to  the  weft.  From  the  28th  of 
July,  the  day  they  parted  the  ifle  of  St.  James,  they  had 
feen  no  fhore  ;  and  now  on  November  the  4th  they  were 
happily  relieved  by  the  fight  of  land.  The  fleet  anchored 
in  a  large  bay  *,  and  Coello  was  fent  in  fearch  of  a  river, 
where  they  might  take  in  wood  and  frefh  water.  Having 
found  one  convenient  for  their  purpofe,  the  fleet  made 
toward  it,  and  Gama,  whofe  orders  were  to  acquaint 
himfelf  with  the  manners  of  the  people  wherever  he 
touched,  ordered  a  party  of  his  men  to  bring  him  fome  of 
the  natives  by  force  or  ftratagem.  One  they  caught  as 
he  was  gathering  honey  on  the  fide  of  a  mountain,  and 
brought  him  to  the  fhips.  He  exprefTed  the  greateft  in- 
difference for  the  gold  and  fine  clothes  which  they  fliewed 
him,  but  was  greatly  delighted  with  fome  glafTes  and  little 
brafs  bells.  Thefe  with  great  joy  he  accepted,  and  was 
fet  on  fhore ;  and  foon  after  many  of  the  blacks  came  for, 
and  were  gratified  with  the  like  trifles  ;  and  for  which  in 
return  they  gave  great  plenty  of  their  beft  provifions.  None 
of  Gama's  interpreters,  however,  could  underftand  a  word 
of  their  language,  or  receive  any  information  of  India. 
And  the  friendly  intercourfe  between  the  fleet  and  the  na- 
tives was  foon  interrupted  by  the  imprudence  of  Velofo  f , 
a  young  Portuguefe,  which  occafioned  a  fcuffle,  wherein 
Gama's  life  was  endangered.  Gama  and  fome  others 
were  on  fhore  taking  the  altitude  of  the  fun,  when  in  con- 

fequence 

*  Now  called  St.  Helen's.  f  See  the  note,  p.  121. 
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fequence  of  Velofo's  rafhnefs  they  were  attacked  by  the 
blacks  with  great  fury.  Gama  defended  himfelf  with  an 
oar,  and  received  a  dart  in  his  foot.  Several  others  were 
likewife  wounded,  and  they  found  their  fafety  in  retreat. 
The  fhot  from  the  fhips  facilitated  their  efcape,  and  Gama 
efteeming  it  imprudent  to  wafte  his  ftrength  in  attempts 
entirely  foreign  to  the  defign  of  his  voyage,  weighed  an- 
chor, and  fteered  in  fearch  of  the  extremity  of  Afric. 

In  this  part  of  the  voyage,  fays  Oforius,  the  heroifm  of 
Gama  was  greatly  difplayed.  The  waves  fwelled  like 
mountains  in  height,  the  fhips  feemed  now  heaved  up  to 
the  clouds,  and  now  appeared  as  precipitated  by  gulphy 
whirlpools  to  the  bed  of  the  ocean.  The  winds  were 
piercing  cold,  and  fo  boifterous  that  the  pilot's  voice  could 
feldom  be  heard,  and  a  difmal,  almoft  continual  darknefs, 
which  at  that  tempeftuous  feafon  involves  thefe  feas,  add- 
ed all  its  horrors.  Sometimes  the  ftorm  drove  them 
fouthward,  at  other  times  they  were  obliged  to  ftand  on 
the  tack,  and  yield  to  its  fury,  preferving  what  they  had 
gained  with  the  greateft  difficulty. 

With  fuch  mad  feas  the  daring  Gama  fought 
For  many  a  day,    and  many  a  dreadful  night, 
InceiTant  labouring  round  the  ftormy  Cape, 
By  bold  ambition  led Thomson. 

D  2  During 
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During  any  gloomy  interval  of  the  ftorm,  the  failors, 
wearied  out  with  fatigue,  and  abandoned  to  defpair,  fur- 
rounded  Gama,  and  implored  him  not  to  fuffer  himfelf, 
and  thofe  committed  to  his  care,  to  perifh  by  fo  dread- 
ful a  death.  The  impoffibility  that  men  fo  weakened 
mould  fbnd  it  much  longer,  and  the  opinion  that  this 
ocean  was  torn  by  eternal  tempefts,  and  therefore  had 
hitherto  been,  and  was  impafTable,  were  urged.  But  Ga- 
ma's refolution  to  proceed  was  unalterable.  A  formidable 
confpiracy  was  then  formed  againft  his  life  •,  but  his  bro- 
ther difcovered  it,  and  the  courage  and  prudence  of  Ga- 
ma defeated  its  defignj-.     He  put  the  chief  confpirators 

and 

f  The  voyage  of  Gama  has  been  called  racrely  a  coafting  one,  and  there- 
fore much  lefs  dangerous  and  heroka!  than  that  of  Columbus,  or  of  Ma- 
galhaens.  But  this,  it  is  prefumed,  is  one  of  the  opinions  haftily  taken  up, 
and  founded  on  ignorance.  Columbus'  and  Magalhaens  undertook  to  na- 
vigate unknown  oceans,  and  fo  did  Gama  ;  with  this  difference,  that  the 
ocean  around  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  which  Gama  was*  to  encounter, 
was  believed  to  be,  and  had  been  avoided  by  Diaz,  as  impafTable.  Prince 
Henry  fuggefted  that  the  current  of  Cape  Bojador  might  be  avoided  by 
ftanding  to  lea,  and  thus  that  Cape  was  firft  palled.  Gama  for  this  reafon 
did  not  coaft,  but  flood  to  feafor  upwards  of  three  months  of  tempeftuous 
weather.  The  tempefts  which  afflicted  Columbus  and  Magalhaens,  are  by 
their  different  hiftorians  deferibed  with  circumftances  of  lefs  horror  and  dan- 
ger than  thole  which  attacked  Gama.  All  the  three  commanders  were  en- 
dangered by  mutiny  ;  but  none  of  their  crews,  fave  Gama's,  could  urge  the 
opinion  of  ages,  and  the  example  of  a  living  captain,  that  the  dreadful 
ocean  which  they  attempted  was  unnavigable.  Columbus  and  Magalhaens 
always  found  means,  after  detecting  a  confpiracy,  to  keep  the  reft  in  hope, 
but  Gama's  men,  when  he  put  the  pilots  in  irons,  continued  in  the  utmoft 
defpair.  Columbus  was  indeed  ill  obeyed ;  Magalhaens  fometimes  little 
better  :  but  nothing,  fave  the  wonderful  authority  of  Gama's  command, 
could  have  led  his  crew  through  the  tempeft  which  he  furmountcd  ere  he 
doubled  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope.  Columbus,  with  bis  crew,  muft  have 
returned.  The  expedients  with  which  he  ufed  to  footh  them,  would,  un- 
der 
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and  all  the  pilots  in  irons,  and  he  himfelf,  his  brother, 
Coello,  and  fome  others,  ftood  night  and  day  to  the 
helms,  and  directed  the  courfe.  At  laft,  after  having 
many  days,  with  unconquered  mind,  withftood  the  tem- 
peft  and  an  enraged  mutiny,  (molem  perfidiaj  the  ftorm 
fuddenly  ceafed,  and  they  beheld  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope. 

On  November  the  20th  all  the  fleet  doubled  that  pro- 
montory, and  fleering  northward,    coafted  along  a  rich 

and 

der  bis  authority,  have  had  no  avail  in  the  temped  which  Gama  rode 
through.  From  every  circumftance  it  is  evident  that  Gama  had  determin- 
ed not  to  return,  unlefs  he  found  India.  Nothing  lefs  than  fuch  refoluti- 
on  to  perilh  or  attain  his  point  could  have  led  him  on.  But  Columbus,  ill 
obeyed,  indeed,  returned  from  the  mouth  of  the  river  Oronoko,  before  he 
had  made  a  certain  difcovery  whether  the  land  was  ifle  or  continent.  When 
Gama  met  a  (trong  current  off  Ethiopia,  he  bore  on,  though  driven  from 
his  courfe.  Columbus  (leering  fouthward  in  iearch  of  continent,  met  great 
currents.  He  imagined  they  were  the  rifing  of  the  fea  towards  the  canopy 
of  heaven,  which  for  aught  he  knew,  fay  the  Authors  of  the  Univerfal 
Hiftory,  they  might  touch  towards  the  fouth.  He  therefore  turned  his 
courfe,  and  (leered  to  the  weft.  The  paffing  of  the  llraits  of  Magellan, 
however  hazardous,  was  not  attended  with  fuch  danger  as  Gama  experienc- 
ed at  the  Cape.  The  attempt  to  crofs  the  Pacific  was  greatly  daring,  but 
his  voyage  in  that  fea  was  happy.  The  navigation  of  the  (Iraits  of  Magel- 
lan and  the  Pacific  are  in  this  country  little  known  ;  but  the  courfe  of  Ga- 
ma is  at  this  day  infinitely  more  hazardous  than  that  of  Columbus.  If  Co- 
lumbus found  no  pilots  to  conduct  him,  but  encountered  bis  greateft  dan- 
gers in  founding  his  courfe  among  the  numerous  weltcm  iflands,  Gama, 
though  in  the  Indian  ocean  affifted  by  pilots,  had  as  great  tiiuls  of  his  va- 
lour, and  much  greater  ones  of  his  prudence.  The  warlike  Krcngrh,  and 
deep  treacherous  arts  of  the  Moors,  were  not  found  in  the  weft.  All  was 
(implicit)'  among  the  natives  there.  The  prudence  and  forefight  of  Gama, 
and  Columbus  were  of  the  highefl  rate ;  Magalhaens  was  in  thefe  fome- 
times  rather  inferior.  He  loft  his  own,  and  the  lives  of  the  greateft  part 
of  his  crew,  by  hazarding  a  land  engagement  at  the  advice  of  a  judicial 
aftrologer.     See  the  note  on  this  line ; 

To  match  tby  dads  Jball  Magalbaens  afpire.  L.U5JAD   X. 
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and  beautiful  thore,  adorned  with  large  forells  and  num- 
berlefs  herds  of  cattle.  All  was  now  alacrity ;  the  hope 
that  they  had  fu'-mounted  every  danger  revived  their  fpi- 
rits,  and  the  admiral  was  beloved  and  admired.  Here, 
and  at  the  bay,  which  they  named  St.  Bias,  they  took  in 
provifions,  and  beheld  thofe  beautiful  rural  fcenes,  de- 
fcribed  by  Camoens.  And  here  the  flore  floop,  now  of 
no  farther  fervice,  was  burnt  by  order  of  the  admiral.  On 
December  the  8th  a  violent  ftorm  drove  the  fleet  from 
the  fight  of  land,  end  carried  them  to  that  dreadful  cur- 
rent *  which  made  the  Moors  deem  it  impoffible  to  dou- 
ble the  Cape.  Gama,  however,  though  unhappy  in  the 
time  of  navigating  thefe  feas,  was  fafely  carried  over  the 
current  by  the  violence  of  a  tempefl ;  and  having  recovered 
the  fight  of  land,  as  his  fafefl  courfe,  he  fleered  north- 
ward along  the  coaft.  On  the  ioth  of  January  they  de- 
ferred, about  230  miles  from  their  laft  watering  place, 
fome  beautiful  iflands,  with  herds  of  cattle  frifking  in 
the  meadows.  It  was  a  profound  calm,  and  Gama  flood 
near  to  land.  The  natives  of  this  place,  which  he  named 
Terra  de  Natal,  were  better  drefTed  and  more  civilized 
than  thofe  they  had  hitherto  feen.  An  exchange  of  pre- 
fents  was  made,  and  the  black  king  was  fo  pleafed  with 
the  politencfs  of  Gama,  that  he  came  aboard  his  fhip  to 
ee  him.  On  the  15th  of  January,  in  the  dufkofthe 
evening,  they  came  to  the  mouth  of  a  large  river,  whofe 
banks  were  fhaded  with  trees  loaded  with  fruit.     On  the 

return 

*  This  current  runs  between  the  Cape  from  thence  named  Corrientes, 
he  fouth-wdr  extrtmity  of  Madagafcar. 
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return  of  day  they  faw  feveral  little  boats  with  palm-tree 
leaves  making  towards  them,  and  the  natives  came  aboard 
without  hefitation  or  fear.  Gama  received  them  kindly, 
gave  them  an  entertainment,  and  fome  filken  garments, 
which  they  received  with  vifible  joy.  Only  one  of  them 
however  could  fpeak  a  little  broken  Arabic.  From  him 
Fernan  Martinho  learned,  that  not  far  diftant  was  a  coun- 
try where  fhips,  in  fhape  and  fize  like  Gama's,  frequently 
reforted.  Hitherto  Gama  had  found  only  the  rudefl 
barbarians  on  the  coafts  of  Africa,  alike  ignorant  of  India 
and  of  the  naval  art.  The  information  he  here  received, 
that  he  was  drawing  near  to  civilized  countries,  gave  the 
adventurers  great  fpirits,  and  the  admiral  named  this  place 
The  River  of  Good  Signs. 

Here,  while  Gama  careened  and  refitted  his  mips,  the 
crews  were  attacked  with  a  violent  fcurvy,  which  carried 
off  feveral  of  his  men.  Having  taken  in  frefh  provifions, 
on  the  24th  of  February  he  fet  fail,  and  on  the  firft  of 
March  they  defcried  four  iflands  on  the  coaft  of  Mozam- 
bic.  From  one  of  thefe  they  perceived  feven  vefTels  in 
full  fail  bearing  toward  them.  Thefe  knew  Gama's  mips 
by  the  admiral's  enfign,  rail  made  up  to  her,  faluting  her 
with  loud  huzzas  and  their  inltruments  of  munc.  Gama 
received  them  abroad,  and  entertained  them  with  great 
kindnefs.  The  interpreters  talked  with  them  in  Arabic. 
The  ifland,  in  which  was  the  principal  harbour  and  trad- 
ing town,  they  faid,  was  governed  by  a  deputy  of  the 
king  of  Quiloa ;  and  many  Saracen  merchants,  they  add- 
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ed,    were  fettled  here,  who  traded  with  Arabia,  India, 
and  other  parts  of  the  world.     Gama  was  overjoyed,  and 
the  crew  with  uplifted  hands  returned  thanks  to  heaven. 

Pleafed  with  the  prefents  which  Gama  fent  him,  and 
imagining  that  the  Portuguefe  were  Mohammedans  from 
Morocco,  Zacocia  the  governor,  drefled  in  rich  embroi- 
dery, came  to  congratulate  the  admiral  on  his  arrival  in 
the  Eaft.  As  he  approached  the  fliips  in  great  pomp, 
Gama  removed  the  lick  out  of  fight,  and  ordered  all  thofe 
in  health  to  attend  above  deck,  armed  in  the  Portuguefe 
manner  j  for  he  forefavv  what  would  happen  when  the 
Mohammedans  mould  difcover  their  miftake.  During 
the  entertainment  provided  for  him,  Zacocia  feemed 
highly  pleafed,  and  aiked  feveral  queftions  about  the 
arms  and  religion  of  the  ftrangers.  Ganja  fhewed  them 
his  arms,  and  explained  the  force  of  his  cannon,  but  he 
did  not  affect  to  know  much  about  religion;  however  he 
frankly  promifed  to  fhew  him  his  books  of  devotion  whene- 
ver a  few  days  refrefhment  fhould  give  him  a  more  con- 
venient time.  In  the  meanwhile  he  intreated  Zacocia  to 
fend  him  fome  pilots  who  might  conduct  him  to  India. 
Two  pilots  were  next  day  brought  by  the  governor,  a 
treaty  of  peace  was  folemnly  concluded,  and  every  office 
of  mutual  friendfhip  feemed  to  promife  a  lafting  harmony. 
But  it  was  foon  interrupted.  Zacocia,  as  foon  as  he  found 
the  Portuguefe  were  Chriftians,  ufed  every  endeavour  to 
deftroy  them.     The   life  of  Gama  was  attempted.     One 

of 
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of  the  Moorifh  pilots  deferted,  and  fome  of  the  Portu- 
guefe,  who  were  on  fhore  to  get  frefh  water,  were  at- 
tacked by  feven  barks  of  the  natives,  but  were  refcued  by 
a  timely  affiftance  from  the  fhips. 

Befides  the  hatred  of  the  Chriftian  name,  infpired  by 
their  religion,  thefe  Mohammedan  Arabs  had  other  rea- 
ions  to  wifh  the  deftruction  of  Gama.  Before  this  pe- 
riod, they  were  almoft  the  only  merchants  of  the  Eaft. 
Though  without  any  empire  in  a  mother  country,  they 
were  bound  together  by  language  and  religion,  and  like 
the  modern  Jews,  were  united  together,  though  fcattered 
over  various  countries.  Though  they  efteemed  the  cur- 
rent off  Cape  Corrientes,  and  the  tempeftuous  feas  around 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  as  impafTable,  they  were  the 
fole  mafters  of„the  Ethiopian,  Arabian,  and  Indian  feas  ; 
and  had  colonies  in  every  place  convenient  for  trade  on 
thefe  coafts.  This  crafty  mercantile  people  clearly  forefaw 
the  confequences  of  the  arrival  of  Europeans,  and  every 
art  was  foon  exerted  to  prevent  fuch  formidable  rivals  from 
effecting  any  fettlement  in  the  Eaft.  To  thefe  Moham- 
medan traders,  the  Portuguefe,  on  account  of  their  reli- 
gion, gave  the  name  of  Moors. 

Immediately  after  the  fkirmilTi  at  the  watering-place, 
Gama,  having  one  Moorifh  pilot,  fet  fail,  but  was  foon 
driven  back  to  the  fame  ifland  by  tempeftuous  weather.  He 
now  refolved  to  take  in  frefh  water  by  force.     The  Moors 

perceived- 
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perceived  his  intention,  about  two  thoufand  of  whom  ri- 
ling from  ambulh,  attacked  the  Portuguefe  detachment. 
But  the  prudence  of  Gama  had  not  been  afleep.  His 
fhips  were  ftationed  with  art,  and  his  artillery  not  only 
difperfed  tbe  hoftile  Moors,  but  reduced  their  town, 
which  was  built  of  wood,  into  a  heap  of  afhes.  Among 
fome  prilbners  taken  by  Paulus  de  Gama  was  a  pilot,  and 
Zacocia  begging  forgivenefs  for  his  treachery,  fent  ano- 
ther, whofc  lkill  in  navigation  he  greatly  commended. 

A  war  with  the  Moors  was  now  begun.  Gama  perceiv- 
ed that  their  jealoufy  of  European  rivals  gave  him  nothing 
to  expect  but  fecret  treachery  and  open  hoftility ;  and  he 
knew  what  numerous  colonies  they  had  on  every  trading 
coaft  of  the  Eaft.  To  imprefs  them  therefore  with  the 
terror  of  his  arms  on  their  firft  act  of  treachery  was  wor- 
thy of  a  great  commander.  Nor  was  he  remifs  in  his  at- 
tention to  the  chief  pilot,  who  had  been  laft  fent.  He 
perceived  in  him  a  kind  of  anxious  endeavour  to  bear  near 
fome  little  iflands,  and  fuipecting  there  were  unfeen  rocks 
in  that  courfe,  he  confidently  charged  the  pilot  with  guilt, 
and  ordered  him  to  be  feverely  whipped.  The  punifh- 
ment  produced  a  confeffipn,  and  promifes  of  fidelity. 
And  he  now  advifed  Gama  to  ftand  for  Quiloa,  which  he 
allured  him  was  inhabited  by  Chriftians.  Three  Ethiopi- 
an Chriftians  had  come  aboard  while  at  Zacocia's  ifland, 
and  the  current  opinions  of  Prefter  John's  country  in- 
clined Gama  to  try  if  he  could   find   a  port,    where  he 

might 
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might  expect  the  affiftance  of  a  people  of  his  own  religion. 
A  violent  ftorm,  however,  drove  the  fleet  from  Quiloa, 
and  being  now  near  Mombaze,  the  pilot  advifed  him  to 
enter  that  harbour,  where,  he  faid,  there  were  alfo  many 
Chriftians. 

The  city  of  Mombaza  is  agreeably  fltuated  on  an  ifland, 
formed  by  a  river  which  empties  itfelf  into  the  fea  by  two 
mouths.  The  buildings  are  lofty  and  of  firm  ftone,  and 
the  country  abounds  with  fruit  trees  and  cattle.  Gama, 
happy  to  find  a  harbour  where  every  thing  wore  the  ap- 
pearance of  civilization,  ordered  the  fhips  to  caft  anchor, 
which  was  fcarcely  done,  when  a  galley  in  which  were 
100  men  in  Turkifh  habit,  armed  with  bucklers  and  fa- 
bres,  rowed  up  to  the  flag  fhip.  All  of  thefe  feemed  defi- 
rous  to  come  aboard,  but  only  four,  who  by  their  drefs 
feemed  officers,  were  admitted  ;  nor  were  thefe  allowed, 
till  ftript  of  their  arms.  As  foon  as  on  board,  they  ex- 
tolled the  prudence  of  Gama  in  refufing  admittance  to 
armed  ftrangers  ;  and  by  their  behaviour  feemed  defirous 
to  gain  the  good  opinion  of  the  adventurers.  Their  coun- 
try, they  boafted,  contained  all  the  riches  of  India,  and 
their  king,  they  profefTed,  was  ambitious  of  entering  into 
a  friendly  treaty  with  the  Portuguefe,  with  whofe  renown 
he  was  well  acquainted.  And  that  a  conference  with  his 
majefty  and  the  offices  of  friendfhip  might  be  rendered 
more  convenient,  Gama  was  requefted  and  advifed  to  en- 
ter the  harbour.     As  no  place  could  be  more  commodious 

for 
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for  the  recovery  of  the  lick,  and  the  whole  fleet  was  fick- 
ly,  Gama  refolved  to  enter  the  port;  and  in  the- mean- 
while fent  two  of  the  pardoned  criminals  as  an  embaffy  to 
the  king.  Thefe  the  king  treated  with  the  greateft  kind- 
nefs,  ordered  his  officers  to  fliew  them  the  ftrength  and 
opulence  of  his  city;  and  on  their  return  to  the  navy,  he 
fent  a  prefent  to  Gama  of  the  moft  valuable  fpices,  of 
which  he  boafted  fuch  abundance,  that  the  Portuguefe, 
he  faid,  if  they  regarded  their  own  intereft,  would  feek 
for  no  other  India. 

To  make  treaties  of  commerce  was  the  bufinefs  of  Ga- 
ma ;  one  fo  advantageous,  and  fo  defired  by  the  natives, 
was  therefore  not  to  be  refufed.  Fully  fatisfied  by  the  re- 
port of  his  fpies,  he  ordered  to  weigh  anchor,  and  enter 
the  harbour.  His  own  fhip  led  the  way,  when  a  hidden 
violence  of  the  tide  made  Gama  apprehenfive  of  running 
aground.  He  therefore  ordered  his  fails  to  be  furled  and 
the  anchors  to  be  dropt,  and  gave  a  fignal  for  the  others 
to  follow  his  example.  This  manoeuvre,  and  the  cries  of 
the  failors  in  executing  it,  alarmed  the  Mozambic  pilots. 
Confcious  of  their  treachery,  they  thought  their  delign 
was  difcovered,  and  leapt  into  the  fea.  Some  boats  of 
Mombaza  took  them  up,  and  refilling  to  put  them  on 
board,  fct  them  fafely  on  fhore,  though  the  admiral  re- 
peatedly demanded  the  reftoracion  of  the  pilots.  Thefe 
circumftances,  evident  proofs  of  treachery,  were  farther 
confirmed  by  the  behaviour  of  the  king  of  Mombaza.     In 

the 
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the  middle  of  the  night  Gama  thought  he  heard  fome 
noife,  and  on  examination,  found  his  fhips  furrounded 
by  a  great  number  of  Moors,  who,  in  the  utmoft  privacy, 
endeavoured  to  cut  his  cables.  But  their  fcheme  was  de- 
feated ;  and  fome  Arabs,  who  remained  on  board  confef£- 
ed  that  no  Chriftians  were  refident  either  at  Quiloa  or 
Mombaza.  The  ftorm  which  drove  them  from  the  one 
place,  and  their  late  efcape  at  the  other,  were  now  be- 
held as  manifeftations  of  the  divine  favour  ;  and  Gama, 
holding  up  his  hands  to  heaven,  afcribed  his  fafety  to  the 
care  of  providence*.  Two  days,  however,  elapfed,  be- 
fore they  could  get  clear  of  the  rocky  bay  of  Mombaze, 
and  having  now  ventured  to  hoift  their  fails,  they  fleered 
for  Melinda,  a  port,  they  had  been  told,  where  many 
merchants  from  India  reforted.  In  their  way  thither  they 
took  a  Moorifh  veffel,  out  of  which  Gama  {elected  four- 
teen prifoners,  one  of  whom  he  perceived  by  his  mien  to 
be  a  perfon  of  diilinction.  By  this  Saracen  Gama  was  in- 
formed, that  he  was  near  Melinda,  that  the  king  was 
hofpitable,  and  celebrated  for  his  faith,  and  that  four  fhips 
from  India,  commanded  by  Chriftian  mafters,  were  in 
that  harbour.  The  Saracen  alfo  offered  to  go  as  Gama's 
meffenger  to  the  king,  and  promifed  to  procure  him  an 
able  pilot  to  conduct  him   to  Calicut,  the  chief  port  of 

India. 

As 


*  It  afterwards  appeared,  that  the  Moorifh  king  of  Mombaza  had  been 
informed  of  what  happened  at  Mozambic,  and  intended  to  revenge  it  by 
the  total  dcfhu<ftion  of  the  fleet. 
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As  the  coaft  of  Melinda  appeared  to  be  dangerous, 
Gama  anchored  at  fome  diftance  from  the  city,  and  un- 
willing to  hazard  any  of  his  men,  he  landed  the  Saracen 
on  an  ifland  oppofite  to  the  town.  This  was  obferved, 
and  the  ftranger  was  brought  before  the  king,  to  whom 
he  gave  fo  favourable  an  account  of  the  politenefs  and  hu- 
manity of  Gama,  that  a  prefent  of  feveral  fheep,  and 
fruits  of  all  forts,  was  fent  by  his  majefty  to  the  admiral, 
who  had  the  happinefs  to  find  the  truth  of  what  his  pri- 
foner  had  told  him,  confirmed  by  the  mafters  of  the  four 
fhips  from  India.  Thefe  were  Chriftians  from  Cambaya. 
They  were  tranfported  with  joy  on  the  arrival  of  the 
Portuguefe,  and  gave  feveral  ufeful  inftrudlions  to  the 
admiral. 

The  city  of  Melinda  was  fituated  in  a  fertile  plain,  fur- 
rounded  with  gardens  and  groves  of  orange-trees,  whofe 
flowers  diffufed  a  moft  grateful  odour.  The  paftures 
were  covered  with  herds,  and  the  houfes  built  of  fquare 
ftones,  were  both  elegant  and  magnificent.  Defirous  to 
make  an  alliance  with  fuch  a  ftate,  Gama  requited  the 
civility  of  the  king  with  the  moft  grateful  acknowledg- 
ments. He  drew  nearer  the  fhore,  and  urged  his  in- 
ftrudlions as  apology  for  not  landing  to  wait  upon  his  ma- 
jefty in  perfon.  The  apology  was  accepted ;  and  the 
king,  whofe  age  and  infirmities  prevented  himfelf,  fent 
his  fon  to  congratulate  Gama,  and  enter  into  a  treaty  of 
friendfhip.     The   prince,    who  had  fometimes   governed 

under 
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under  the  direction  of  his  father,  came  in  great  pomp. 
His  drefs  was  royally  magnificent,  the  nobles  who  attend- 
ed him  difplayed  all  the  riches  of  filk  and  embroidery, 
and  the  mufic  of  Melinda  refounded  all  over  the  bay. 
Gama,  to  exprefs  his  regard,  met  him  in  the  admiral's 
barge.  The  prince,  as  foon  as  he  came  up,  leapt  into 
it,  and  diftinguifhing  the  admiral  by  his  babit,  embraced 
him  with  all  the  intimacy  of  old  friendfhip.  In  their  con- 
verfation,  which  was  long  and  fprightly,  he  discovered 
nothing  of  the  barbarian,  fays  Oforius,  but  in  every 
thing  fhewed  an  intelligence  and  politenefs  worthy  of  his 
high  rank.  He  accepted  the  fourteen  Moors,  whom  Ga- 
ma gave  to  him,  with  great  pleafure.  He  feemed  to 
view  Gama  with  enthuiiafm,  and  confefled  that  the  make 
of  the  Portuguefe  fliips,  fo  much  iuperior  to  what  he  had 
feen,  convinced  him  of  the  greatnefs  of  that  people.  He 
gave  Gama  an  able  pilot,  named  Melemo  Cana,  to  con- 
duct him  to  Calicut ;  and  requefted,  that  on  his  return 
to  Europe,  he  would  carry  an  ambaffador  with  him  to  the 
court  of  Lifbon.  During  the  few  days  the  fleet  flayed 
at  Melinda,  the  mutual  friendfhip  increafed,  and  a  treaty 
of  alliance  was  concluded.  And  now,  on  April  22,  re- 
fining the  helm  to  his  fkilful  and  honeft  pilot,  Gama 
hoiited  fail  and  fleered  to  the  north.  In  a  few  days  they 
pafled  the  line,  and  the  Portuguefe  with  extacy  beheld 
the  appearance  of  their  native  fky.  Orion,  Urfa.  major 
and  minor,  and  the  other  ftars  about  the  northern  pole, 

were 
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were  now  a  more  joyful  difcovery  than  the  fouth  f  pole 
had  formerly  been  to  them.  Having  pafied  the  meridian, 
the  pilot  now  flood  directly  to  the  eaft,  through  the  In- 
dian ocean ;  and  after  failing  about  three  weeks,  he  had 
the  happinefs  to  congratulate  Gama  on  the  view  of  the 
mountains  of  India.  Gama,  tranfported  with  extacy,  re- 
turned thanks  to  heaven,  and  ordered  all  his  prifoners 
to  be  fet  at  liberty,  that  every  heart  might  tafte  of  the  joy 
of  his  fuccefsful  voyage. 

About  two  leagues  from  Calicut  Gama  ordered  the  fhips 
to  anchor,  and  was  foon  furrounded  by  a  number  of  boats. 
By  one  of  thefe  he  fent  one  of  the  pardoned  criminals  to 
the  city.  The  appearance  of  unknown  vefTels  on  their 
coaft  brought  immenfe  crowds  around  the  ftranger,    who 

no 


f  A  circumftance  in  the  letters  of  Amerigo  Vefpucci  deferves  remark. 
Defciibing  his  voyage  to  America,  having  palled  the  line,  fays  he,  "  e  come 

defiderofo  d'effere  Autore  che fegnajfi  la  Jltlla defirous  to   be  the  namer  and 

difcoverer  of  the  pole  ftar  of  the  other  hemifphere,  I  loft  my  deep  many 
nights  in  contemplating  the  ftars  of  the  other  pole.'*  He  then  laments, 
that  as  his  inftruments  could  not  difcovet  any  ftar  of  lefs  motion  than  ten 
degrees,  he  had  not  the  fatisfac1ion  to  give  a  name  to  any  one.  But  as  he 
obferved  four  ftars,  in  form  of  an  almond,  which  had  *tit  little  motion,  he 
hoped  in  his  next  voyage  he  fliould  be  able  to  mark  them  out. — All  this  is 
truly  curious,  and  afTords  a  good  comment  on  the  temper  of  the  man  who 
had  the  art  to  defraud  Columbus,  by  giving  his  own  name  to  America,  of 
which  he  challenged  the  difcovery.  Neai  fifty  years  before  the  voyage  of 
Amerigo  Vefpucci  the  Portuguefe  had  eroded  the  line  ;  and  Diaz  fourteen, 
and  Gama  near  three  years  before,  had  doubled  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 
had  difcovered  feven  ftars  in  the  conftellation  of  the  fouth  pole,  and  from 
the  appearance  of  the  four  moft  luminous,  had  given  it  the  name  of  Tbe 
Crofs,  a  figure  h  hich  it  better  refcmbles  than  that  of  an  almond. 
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no  fooner  entered  Calicut,  than  he  was  lifted  from  his 
feet  and  carried  hither  and  thither  by  the  concourfe. 
Though  the  populace  and  the  ftranger  were  alike  earned 
to  be  underftood,  their  language  was  unintelligible  to  each 
other,  till,  happy  for  Gama  in  the  event,  a  Moorifh  mer- 
chant accofted  his  mefTenger  in  the  Spanifh  tongue.  The 
next  day  this  Moor,  who  was  named  Monzaida,  waited 
upon  Gama  on  board  his  fhip.  He  was  a  native  of  Tu- 
nis, and  the  chief  perfon,  he  faid,  with  whom  John  II. 
had  at  that  port  contracted  for  military  ftores.  He  was 
a  man  of  abilities  and  great  intelligence  of  the  world,  and 
an  admirer  of  the  Portuguefe  valour  and  honour.  The 
engaging  behaviour  of  Gama  heightened  his  efteem  into 
the  fincereft  attachment.  He  offered  to  be  interpreter 
for  the  admiral,  and  to  ferve  him  in  whatever  befides  he 
could  poilibly  befriend  him.  And  thus,  by  one  of  thofe 
unforefeen  circumftances  which  often  decide  the  greateft 
events,  Gama  received  a  friend,  who  foon  rendered  him 
the  moft  critical  and  important  fervice. 

At  the  firft  interview,  Monzaida  gave  Gama  the  fulleft 
information  of  the  clime,  extent,  cuftoms,  religions,  and 
various  riches  of  India,  the  commerce  of  the  Moors,  and 
the  character  of  the  fovereign.  Calicut  was  not  only  the 
imperial  city,  but  the  greateft  port.  The  king  or  Zamo- 
rim,  who  refided  here,  was  acknowledged  as  emperor  by 
the  neighbouring  princes  j  and  as  his  revenue  confided 
VOL.  i.  E  chiefly 
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chiefly  of  duties   on  merchandife,  he  had  always  encou- 
raged the  refort  of  foreigners  to  his  harbours. 

Pleafed  with  this  promifing  profpect,  Gama  fent  two  of 
his  officers  with  Monzaida  to  wait  on  the  Zamorim  at  his 
palace  of  Pandarene,  a  few  miles  from  the  city.  They 
were  admitted  to  the  royal  apartment,  and  delivered  their 
embafly  ;  to  which  the  Zamorim  replied,  that  the  arrival 
of  the  admiral  of  fo  great  a  prince  as  Emmanuel,  gave 
him  inexpreffible  pleafure,  and  that  he  would  willingly  em- 
brace the  offered  alliance.  In  the  meanwhile,  as  their 
prefent  ftation  was  extremely  dangerous,  he  advifed  them 
to  bring  the  fhips  nearer  to  Pandarene,  and  for  this  pur- 
pofe  he  fent  a  pilot  to  the  fleet. 

A  few  days  after,  the  Zamorim  fent  his  firft  minifter, 
or  Catual,  attended  by  feveral  of  the  Nayres,  or  nobility, 
to  conduct  Gama  to  the  royal  palace.  As  an  interview 
with  the  Zamorim  was  abfolutely  neceflary  to  complete 
the  purpofe  of  his  voyage,  Gama  immediately  agreed  to  it, 
though  die  treachery  he  had  already  experienced,  fince 
his  arrival  in  the  eaftern  feas,  fhewed  him  the  perfonal 
danger  which  he  thus  hazarded.  He  gave  the  command 
of  the  fhips  during  his  abfence  to  his  brother  Paulus  and 
his  friend  Coello  ;  and  in  the  orders  he  left  them  he  dis- 
played a  heroifm,  fuperior  to  that  of  Alexander  when  he 
crofTed  the  Granicus.  That  of  the  Macedonian  was  fero- 
cious  and  frantic,  the  offspring  of  vicious  ambition  ;  that 

of 
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of  Gama  was  the  child  of  the  ftrongeft  reafon,  and  the 
moil  valorous  mental  dignity :  It  was  the  high  pride  of  ho- 
nour, a  pride,  which  the  man,  who  in  the  fury  of  battle 
may  be  able  to  rufh  on  to  the  mouth  of  a  cannon,  may 
be  utterly  incapable  of,  even  in  idea. 

The  revenue  of  the  Zamorim  arofe  chiefly  from  the 
traffic  of  the  Moors  j  the  various  colonies  of  thefe  people 
were  combined  in  one  interest,  and  the  jealoufy  and  con- 
firmation which  his  arrival  in  the  caftern  feas  had  fpread 
among  them,  were  circumftances  well  known  to  Gama  : 
and  he  knew  alio  what  he  had  to  expect  both  from  their 
force  and  their  fraud.  But  duty  and  houour  required  him 
to  complete  the  purpofe  of  his  voyage.  He  lefc  peremp- 
tory command,  that  if  he  was  del  .hied  a  prifoner,  or  any 
attempt  made  upon  his  life,  they  fhould  take  no  ftep  to 
fave  him,  to  give  ear  to  no  meflage  which  might  come  in 
his  name  for  fuch  purpofe,  and  to  enter  into  no  negocia- 
tion  on  his  behalf.  Though  they  were  to  keep  fome  boats 
near  the  more,  to  favour  his  efcape  if  he  perceived  trea- 
chery ere  detained  by  force  ;  yet  the  moment  that  force 
rendered  his  efcape  impracticable,  they  were  to  fet  fail, 
and  to  carry  the  tidings  of  the  difcovery  of  India  to  the 
king  of  Portugal.  For  as  this  was  his  only  concern,  he 
would  fufTer  nO  rifle  that  might  lofe  a  man,  or  endanger 
the  homeward  voyage.  Having  left  thefe  unalterable  or- 
ders, he  went  afhore  with  the  Catual,  attended  only  by 
twelve  of  his  own  men,  for  he  would  not  weaken  the  na- 

E  2  val 


Jxxxiv        THE   DISCOVERY   OF    INDIA. 

val  force,  though  he  knew  that  the  pomp  of  attendance 
would  have  been  greatly  in  his  favour  at  the  court  of 
India. 

As  foon  as  landed,  he  and  the  Catual  were  carried  in 
great  pomp,  in  fofas,  upon  mens  moulders,  to  the  chief 
temple  ;  and  from  thence,  amid  immenfe  crowds,  to  the 
royal  palace.  The  apartment  and  drefs  of  the  Zamorim 
were  fuch  as  might  be  expected  from  the  luxury  and  wealth 
of  India.  The  emperor  lay  reclined  on  a  magnificent 
couch,  furrounded  with  his  nobility  and  minifters  of  ftate. 
Gama  was  introduced  to  him  by  a  venerable  old  man,  the 
chief  Brahmin.  His  majefty,  by  a  gentle  nod,  appointed 
the  Admiral  to  fit  on  one  of  the  fteps  of  his  fofa,  and 
then  demanded  his  embafly.  It  was  againft  the  cuftom 
of  his  country,  Gama  replied,  to  deliver  his  inftructions 
in  a  public  alTembly,  he  therefore  defired  that  the  king 
and  a  few  of  his  minifters  would  grant  him  a  private  au- 
dience. This  was  complied  with,  and  Gama,  in  a  manly 
ipeech,  fet  forth  the  greatnefs  of  his  fovereign  Emmanuel, 
the  fame  he  had  heard  of  the  Zamorim,  and  the  defire 
he  had  to  enter  into  an  alliance  with  fo  great  a  prince ; 
nor  were  the  mutual  advantages  of  fuch  a  treaty  omitted 
by  the  Admiral.  The  Zamorim,  in  reply,  profeffed 
great  efteem  for  the  friendfhip  of  the  king  of  Portugal, 
and  declared  his  readinefs  to  enter  into  a  friendly  alliance. 
He  then  ordered  the  Catual  to  provide  proper  apartments 
for   Gama  in  his  houfe  j  and  having   promifed    another 

conference, 
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conference,  he  difmifled  the  Admiral  with  all  the  appear- 
ance of  fincerity. 

The  character  of  this  monarch  is  ftrongly  marked  in 
the  hiftory  of  Portuguefe  Afia.  Avarice  was  his  ruling 
paffion  ;  he  was  haughty  or  mean,  bold  or  timorous,  as 
his  intereft  rofe  or  fell  in  the  balance  of  his  judgment; 
wavering  and  irrefolute  whenever  the  fcales  feemed  doubt- 
ful which  to  preponderate.  He  was  pleafed  with  the  prof- 
pedl  of  bringing  the  commerce  of  Europe  to  his  harbours, 
but  he  was  alfo  influenced  by  the  threats  of  the  Moors. 

Three  days  elapfed  ere  Gama  was  again  permitted  to  fee 
the  Zamorim.  At  this  fecond  audience  he  prefented  the 
letter  and  prefents  of  Emmanuel.  The  letter  was  receiv- 
ed with  politenefs,  but  the  prefents  were  viewed  with  an 
eye  of  contempt.  Gama  beheld  it,  and  faid  he  only  came 
to  difcover  the  route  to  India,  and  therefore  was  not 
charged  with  valuable  gifts,  ere  the  friendfhip  of  the  itate, 
where  they  might  chufe  to  traffic,  was  known.  Yet  that 
indeed  he  brought  the  moft  valuable  of  all  gifts,  the  oner 
of  the  friendfhip  of  his  ibvereign,  and  the  commerce  of 
his  country.  He  then  entreated  the  king  not  to  reveal 
the  contents  of  Emmanuel's  letter  to  the  Moors,  and  the 
king  with  great  feeming  friendfhip  defired  Gama  to  gusrd 
againft  the  perfidy  of  that  people.  And  at  this  time,  it 
is  highly  probable,  the  Zamorim  was  fincere. 

Every 
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Every  hour  fince  the  arrival  of  Gama,  the  Moors  had 
held  feeret  conferences.  That  one  man  might  not  return 
was  their  purpofe ;  and  every  method  to  accomplifh  this 
was  meditated.  To  influence  the  king  againft  the  Portu- 
guefe,  to  afTafiinate  Gama,  to  raife  a  general  infurrection, 
to  deftrcy  the  foreign  navy,  and  to  bribe  the  Catual,  were 
determined.  And  the  Catual,  the  mafter  of  the  houfe 
where  Gama  lodged,  accepted  the  bribe,  and  entered  into 
their  intereft.  Gama,  however,  was  apprifed  of  all  thefe 
circumftances,  by  his  faithful  interpreter  Monzaida,  whofe 
affection  to  the  foreign  Admiral  the  Moors  hitherto  had 
not  fufpecled.  Thus  informed,  and  having  obtained  'the 
faith  of  an  alliance  from  the  fovereign  of  the  firft  port  of 
India,  Gama  refolved  to  elude  the  plots  of  the  Moors  ; 
and  accordingly,  before  the  dawn,  he  fet  out  for  the  fea 
fhore,  in  hope  to  efcape  by  fome  of  the  boats  which  he 
had  ordered  to  hover  about  the  coaft. 

But  the  Moors  were  vigilant.  His  abfence  was  imme- 
diately known  ;  and  the  Catual,  by  the  king's  order,  pur- 
fued  and  brought  him  back  by  force.  The  Catual,  how- 
ever, for  it  was  necefiary  for  their  fchemes  to  have  the 
fhips  in  their  power,  behaved  with  great  politenefs  to 
the  admiral,  though  now  detained  as  a  prifoner,  and  ftill 
continued  his  fpecious  promifes  to  ufe  all  his  intereft  in 
his  behalf. 


The 
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The  eagernefs  of  the  Moors  now  contributed  to  the 
fafety  of  Gama.  Their  principal  merchants  were  admitted 
to  a  formal  audience,  when  one  of  their  orators  accufed  the 
Portuguefe  as  a  nation  of  faithlefs  plunderers  :  Gama,  he 
faid,  was  an  exiled  pirate,  who  had  marked  his  courfe 
with  depredation  and  blood.  If  he  were  not  a  pirate,  ftill 
•there  was  no  excufe  for  giving  fuch  warlike  foreigners  any 
footing  in  a  country  already  fupplied  with  all  that  nature 
and  commerce  could  give.  He  expatiated  on  the  great  fer- 
vices  which  the  Moorifh  traders  had  rendered  to  Calicut, 
or  wherever  they  fettled ;  and  ended  with  a  threat,  that 
all  the  Moors  would  leave  the  Zamorim's  ports,  and  find 
fome  other  fettlement,  if  he  permitted  thefe  foreigners  to 
have  any  fhare  in  the  commerce  of  his  dominions. 

However  ftaggered  with  thefe  arguments  and  threats, 
the  Zamorim  was  not  blind  to  the  felf-intereft  and  malice 
of  the  Moors.  He  therefore  ordered  that  the  Admiral 
fhould  once  more  be  brought  before  him.  In  the  mean- 
while the  Catual  tried  many  ftratagems  to  get  the  mips  in- 
to the  harbour  ;  and  at  laft,  in  the  name  of  his  mafter, 
made  an  abfolute  demand  that  the  fails  and  rudders  fhould 
be  delivered  up,  as  the  pledge  of  Gama's  honefty.  But 
thefe  demands  were  as  abfolutely  refufed  by  Gama,  who 
fent  a  letter  to  his  brother  by  Monzaida,  enforcing  his 
former  orders  in  the  ftrongeft  manner,  declaring  that  his 
fate  gave  him  no  concern,  that  he  was  only  unhappy  left 
the  fruits  of  all  their  labours  and  dangers  mould  be  loft. 

After 


Ixxxviii      THE   DISCOVERY    OF    INDIA. 

After  two  days  fpent  in  vain  altercation  v/ith  the  Catual, 
Gama  was  brought  as  a  prifoner  before  the  king.    The 
king  repeated   his  accufation,  upbraided  him  with  non- 
compliance to  the  requefts  of  his  minifter  ;  yet  urged  him, 
if  he  were  an  exile  or  pirate,  to  confefs  freely,  in  which 
cafe  he  promifed  to  take  him  into  his  fervice,   and  highly 
promote  him  on  account  of  his  abilities.     But  Gama,  who 
with  great  fpirit  had  baffled  all  the  ftratagems  of  the  Ca- 
tual, behaved  with  the  fame  undaunted  bravery  before  the 
king.       He  afferted  his  innocence,  pointed  out  the  malice 
of  the  Moors,  and  the  improbability  of  his  piracy  ;  boafted 
of  the  fafety  of  his  fleet,  offered  his  life  rather  than  his 
fails  and  rudders,  and  concluded  with  threats  in  the  name 
of  his  fovereign.       The  Zamorim,  during  the  whole  con- 
ference, eyed  Gama  with  the  keeneft  attention,   and  clear- 
ly perceived  in  his  unfaultering  mien  the  dignity  of  truth 
and  the  confeioufnefs  that  he  was  the  Admiral  of  a  great 
Monarch.     In  their  late  addrefs,  the  Moors  had  treated 
the  Zamorim  as  fomewhat  dependent  upon  them,    and  he 
few  that  a  commerce  with  other  nations  would  certainly 
leflen  their  dangerous  importance.     His  avarice  ftrongly 
defired  the  commerce  of  Portugal,  and  his  pride  was  flat- 
tered in  humbling  the  Moors.       After  many  propofals,   it 
was  at  laft  agreed,  that  of  Gama's  twelve  attendants,  he 
fhould  leave  feven  as   hoftages  ;  that  what   goods    were 
aboard  his  veffels  fhould  be  landed,  and  that  Gama  fhould 
be  fafely  conducted  to  his  fhip  ;   after  which  the  treaty  of 
commerce  and  alliance  was  to  be  finally  fettled.  And  thus, 

when 
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when  the  affaffination  of  Gama  Teemed  inevitable,  the  Za- 
morim  fuddenly  dropt  the  demand  of  the  fails  and  the 
rudders,  refcued  him  from  his  determined  enemies,  and 
reftored  him  to  liberty  and  the  command  of  his  fhips. 

As  foon  as  he  was  aboard  ||  the  goods  were  landed,  ac- 
companied by  a  letter  from  Gama  to  the  Zamorim,  where- 
in he  boldly  complained  of  the  treachery  of  the  Catual. 
The  Zamorim,  in  anfwer,  promifed  to  make  enquiry,  and 
to  punifh  him  if  guilty  j  but  did  nothing  in  the  affair.  Ga- 
ma, who  had  now  anchored  nearer  to  the  city,  every  day 
fent  two  or  three  different  perfons  on  fome  burinefs  to  Ca- 
licut, that  as  many  of  his  men  as  poffible  might  be  able  to 
give  fome  account  of  India.  The  Moors,  in  the  meanwhile, 
every  day  affaulted  the  ears  of  the  king,  who  now  began  to 
waver ;  when  Gama,  who  had  given   every  proof  of  his 
defire  of  peace  and  friendfhip,  fent  another  letter,  in  which 
he  requefted  the  Zamorim  to  permit  him  to  leave  a  conful 
at  Calicut,  to  manage  the  affairs  of  king  Emmanuel.     But 
to  this  requeft,  the  moft  reafonable  refult  of  a  commercial 
treaty,  the  Zamorim  returned  a  refufal  full  of  rage  and  in- 
dignation.   Gama,  now  fully  mafterofthe  character  of  the 
Zamorim,  refolved  to  treat  a  man  of  fuch  an  inconftant 
difhonourable    difpofition   with    a   contemptuous   filence. 
This  contempt  was  felt  by  the  king,  who  yielding  to  the 
advice  of  the  Catual  and  the  entreaties  of  the  Moors,  feized 
the  Portuguefe  goods,  and  ordered  two  of  the  feven  hof- 

tages, 
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tages,  the  two  who  had  the  charge  of  the  cargo,  to  be  put 
in  irons.  The  Admiral  remonftrated  by  the  means  of 
Monzaida,  but  the  king  ftill  perfifted  in  his  treacherous 
breach  of  royal  faith.  Repeated  folicitations  made  him 
more  haughty ;  and  it  was  now  the  duty  and  intereft  of 
Gama  to  ufe  force.  He  took  a  vefTel  in  which  were  fix 
Nayres  or  noblemen,  and  nineteen  of  their  fervants.  The 
fervants  he  fet  afhore  to  relate  the  tidings,  the  noblemen 
he  detained.  As  foon  as  the  news  had  time  to  fpread 
through  the  city,  he  hoifted  his  fails,  and  though  with  a 
flow  motion,  feemed  to  proceed  on  his  homeward  voyage. 
The  city  was  now  in  an  uproar ;  the  friends  of  the  captive 
noblemen  furrounded  the  palace,  and  loudly  accufed  the 
policy  of  the  Moors.  The  king,  in  all  the  perplexed  dif- 
trefs  of  a  haughty,  avaricious,  weak  prince,  fent  after  Ga- 
ma, delivered  up  all  the  hoftages,  and  fubmitted  to  his 
propofals  ;  nay,  even  folic ited  that  an  agent  fhould  be  left, 
and  even  defcended  to  the  meannefs  of  a  palpable  lie.  The 
two  factors,  he  faid,  he  had  put  in  irons,  only  to  detain 
them  till  he  might  write  letters  to  his  brother  Emmanuel, 
and  the  goods  he  had  kept  on  fhore  that  an  agent  might 
be  fent  to  difpofe  of  them.  Gama,  however,  perceived  a 
myfterious  trifling,  and,  previous  to  any  treaty,  infifted  up- 
on the  reftoration  of  the  goods. 

The  day  after  this  altercation,  Monzaida  came  aboard 
the  Admiral's  fhip  in  great  perturbation.  The  Moors,  he 
faid,  had  raifed  great  commotions,  and  had  enraged  the 

king 
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king  againft  the  Portuguefe.  The  king's  fhips  were  getting 
ready,  and  a  numerous  Moorifh  fleet  from  Mecca  was  dai- 
ly expected.  To  delay  Gama  till  this  force  arrived  was  the 
purpofe  of  the  court  and  of  the  Moors,  who  were  now  con- 
fident of  fuccefs.  To  this  information  Monzaida  added, 
that  the  Moors,  fufpecting  his  attachment  to  Gama,  had 
determined  to  alTaffinate  him.  That  he  had  narrowly  ef- 
caped  from  them  ;  that  it  was  impofiible  for  him  to  reco- 
ver his  effects,  and  that  his  only  hope  was  in  the  protecti- 
on of  Gama.  Gama  rewarded  him  with  the  friendfhip  he 
merited,  took  him,  with  him,  as  he  defired,  to  Lifbon, 
and  procured  him  a  recompence  for  his  fervices. 

Almoft  immediately  after  Monzaida,  feven  boats  arriv- 
ed, loaded  with  the  goods,  and  demanded  the  reftorati- 
on  of  the  captive  noblemen.  Gama  took  the  goods  on 
board,  but  refufed  to  examine  if  they  were  entire,  and  alfo 
refufed  to  deliver  the  prifoners.  He  had  been  promifed  an 
ambafTador  to  his  fovereign,  he  faid,  but  had  been  fo  of- 
ten deluded,  he  could  truft  fuch  a  faithlefs  people  no  long- 
er, and  would  therefore  carry  the  captives  in  his  power,  to 
convince  the  king  of  Portugal  what  infults  and  injuftice  his 
AmbafTador  and  Admiral  had  fuffered  from  the  Zamorim 
of  Calicut.  Having  thus  difmiiTed  the  Indians,  he  fired 
his  cannon  and  hoifted  his  fails.  A  calm,  however,  de- 
tained him  on  the  coaft  fome  days,  and  the  Zamorim  feiz- 
ing  the  opportunity,  fent  what  veffcls  he  could  fit  out, 
twenty  of  a  larger  fize,  fixty  in  all,  full  of  armed  men,  to 

attack 
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attack  him.  Though  Gama's  cannon  were  well  played, 
confident  of  their  numbers,  they  preffed  on  to  board  him, 
when  a  fudden  tempeft,  which  Gama's  mips  rode  out  in 
fafety,  miferably  difperfed  the  Indian  fleet,  and  complet- 
ed their  ruin. 

After  this  victory,  the  Admiral  made  a  halt  at  a  little 
ifland  near  the  fhore,  where  he  erected  a  crofs  f,  bearing 
the  name  and  arms' of  his  Portuguefe  majefty.  And  from 
this  place,  by  the  hand  of  Monzaida,  he  wrote  a  letter  to 
the  Zamorim,  wherein  he  gave  a  full  and  circumftantial 
account  of  all  the  plots  of  the  Catual  and  the  Moors.  Still, 
however,  he  profeifed  his  defire  of  a  commercial  treaty, 
and  promifed  to  reprefent  the  Zamorim  in  the  beft  light 
to  Emmanuel.  The  prifoners,  he  faid,  mould  be  kindly 
ufed,  were  only  kept  as  ambafTadors  to  his  fovereign, 
and  mould  be  returned  to  India  when  they  were  enabled 
from  experience  to  give  an  account  of  Portugal.  The  let- 
ter he  fent  by  one  of  the  captives,  who  by  this  means  ob- 
tained his  liberty. 

The  fame  of  Gama  had  now  fpread  over  the  Indian 
feas,  and  the  Moors  were  every  where  intent  on  his  de- 
finition. 

f  It  was  the  cuftom  of  the  firft  difcoverers  to  ere£l  crofTes  on  places  re- 
markable in  their  voyage.  Gama  erected  fix;  one,  dedicated  to  St.  Ra- 
phael, at  the  river  of  Good  Signs,  one  to  St.  George,  at  Mozambic,  one 
to  St.  Stephen,  at  Melinda,  one  to  St.  Gabriel,  at  Calicut,  and  one  to 
St.  Mary,  at  the  ifland  thence  named,  near  Anchediva,. 
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ftruction.  As  he  was  near  the  fhore  of  Anchediva,  he  be- 
held the  appearance  of  a  floating  ifle,  covered  with  trees, 
advance  towards  him.  But  his  prudence  was  not  to  be 
thus  deceived.  A  bold  pirate,  named  Timoja,  by  linking 
together  eight  vefTels  full  of  men,  and  covered  with  green 
boughs  thought  to  board  him  by  iurprize.  But  Gama's 
cannon  made  feven  of  them  fly  ;  the  eighth,  loaded  with 
fruits  and  provifions,  he  took.  The  beautiful  ifland  of 
Anchediva  now  offered  a  convenient  place  to  careen  his 
fhips  and  refrefh  his  men.  While  he  ftaid  here,  the  firft 
minifter  of  Zabajo  king  of  Goa,  one  of  the  moft  power- 
ful princes  of  India,  came  on  board,  and  in  the  name 
of  his  mafter,  congratulated  the  Admiral  in  the  Italian 
tongue.  Provifions,  arms,  and  money  were  offered  to 
Gama,  and  he  was  entreated  to  accept  the  friendfhip  of 
Zabajo.  The  Admiral  was  ftruck  with  admiration,  the 
addrefs  and  abilities  of  the  minifter  appeared  fo  confpicu- 
ous.  He  faid  he  was  an  Italian  by  birth,  but  in  failing  to 
Greece,  had  been  taken  by  pirates,  and  after  various  mis- 
fortunes, had  been  neceffitated  to  enter  into  the  fcrvice  of 
a  Mohammedan  prince,  the  noblenefs  of  whofe  difpolition 
he  commended  in  the  higheft  terms.  Yet,  with  all  his 
abilities,  Gama  perceived  an  artful  inquifitivenefs,  that 
namelefs  fomething  which  does  not  accompany  fimple  ho- 
nefty.  After  a  long  conference,  Gama  abruptly  upbraid- 
ed   him  as   a  fpy,    and   ordered    him    to    be  put  to  the 

torture And  this  foon  brought  a  confeflion,    that  he 

was  a  Polonian  Jew  by  birth,  and  was  fent  to  examine  the 

ftrength 
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ftrength  of  the  Portuguefe  by  Zabajo,  who  was  muftering 
all  his  power  to  attack  them.  Gama  on  this  immediately 
fet  fail,  and  took  the  ipy  along  with  him,  who  foon  after 
was  baptized,  and  named  Jafper  de  Gama,  the  Admiral 
being  his  godfather.  He  afterwards  became  of  great  fer- 
vice  to  Emmanuel. 

Gama  now  flood  weft  ward  through  the  Indian  ocean, 
and  after  being  long  delayed  by  calms,  arrived  off  Maga- 
tloxa,  on  the  coaft  of  Africa.  This  place  was  a  principal 
port  of  the  Moors ;  he  therefore  levelled  the  walls  of  the 
city  with  his  cannon,  and  burned  and  deftroyed  all  the 
drips  in  the  harbour.  Soon  after  this  he  defer ied  eight 
Moorifh  vefTels  bearing  down  upon  him ;  his  artillery,  how- 
ever, foon  made  them  ufe  their  oars  in  flight,  nor  could  Ga- 
ma overtake  any  of  them  for  want  of  wind.  He  now  reach- 
ed the  hofpitable  harbour  of  Melinda.  His  men,  almoft 
worn  out  with  fatigue  and  iicknefs,  here  received,  a  fecond 
time,  every  affiftance  which  an  accomplifhed  and  generous 
prince  could  beftow.  And  having  taken  an  ambaflador  on 
board,  he  again  gave  his  fails  to  the  wind,  in  truft  that  he 
might  pafs  the  Cape  of  Good  Plope  while  the  favourable 
weather  continued,  for  his  acquaintance  with  the  eaftern  feas 
now  fuggefted  to  him,  that  the  tempeftuous  feafon  was  perio- 
dical. Soon  after  he  fet  fail,  his  brother's  fhip  ftruck  on  a 
fand  bank,  and  was  burnt  by  order  of  the  admiral.  His 
brother  and  part  of  the  crew  he  took  into  his  own  fhip, 
the  reft  he  lent  on  board  of  Coello  ;  nor  were  more  hands 

now 
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now  alive  than  were  neceffary  to  man  the  two  veffels  which 
remained.  Having  taken  in  provifions  at  the  iiland  of 
Zanzibar,  where  they  were  kindly  entertained  by  a  Mo- 
hammedan prince  of  the  fame  feci:  with  the  king  of  Melin- 
da,  they  fafely  doubled  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  on  April 
26,  1499,  anc*  continued  till  they  reached  the  ifland  of 
St.  Iage  in  favourable  weather.  But  a  tempeft  here  fepa- 
rated  the  two  fhips,  and  gave  Gam  a  and  Coello  an  oppor- 
tunity to  fhew  the  goodnefs  of  their  hearts,  in  a  manner 
which  does  honour  to  human  nature. 

The  Admiral  was  now  near  the  Azores,  when  Paulus 
de  Gama,  long  worn  with  fatigue  and  ficknefs,  was  unable 
to  endure  the  motion  of  the  fhip.  Vafco,  therefore,  put 
into  the  ifland  of  Tercera,  in  hope  of  his  brother's  reco- 
very. And  fuch  was  his  affection,  that  rather  than  leave 
him,  he  gave  the  command  of  his  fhip  to  one  of  his  offi- 
cers. But  the  hope  of  recovery  was  vain.  John  de  Sa 
proceeded  to  Lifbon  with  the  flag  fhip,  while  the  admiral 
remained  behind  to  footh  the  death  bed  of  his  brother, 
and  perform  his  funeral  rites.  Coello,  in  the  mean  while, 
landed  at  Lifbon,  and  hearing  that  Gama  was  not  arrived, 
imagined  he  might  either  be  fhipwrecked,  or  beating  about 
in  diftrefs.  Without  feeing  one  of  his  family,  he  imme  li- 
ately  fet  fail,  on  purpofe  to  bring  relief  to  his  friend  and 
admiral.  But  this  generous  defign,  more  the  effect  of 
friendfhip  than  of  juft  confideration,  was  prevented  by  an 
order  from  the  king,  ere  his  fhip  got  out  of  the  Tagus. 

The 
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The  particulars  of  the  voyage  were  now  diffufed  by 
Coello,  and  the  joy  of  the  king  was  only  equalled  by  the 
admiration  of  the  people.  Yet  while  all  the  nation  was 
fired  with  zeal  to  exprefs  their  efteem  of  the  happy  Admi- 
ral, he  himfelf,  the  man  who  was  luch  an  enthufiaft  to  the 
fuccefs  of  his  voyage,  that  he  would  willingly  have  facrifk- 
ed  his  life  in  India  to  fecure  that  fuccefs,  was  now,  in  the 
completion  of  it,  a  dejected  mourner.  The  compliments 
of  the  court  and  the  fhouts  of  the  ftreet  were  irkfome  to 
him,  for  his  brother,  the  companion  of  his  toils  and  dan- 
gers, was  not  there  to  fhare  the  joy.  As  foon  as  he  had 
waited  on  the  king,  he  fhut  himfelf  up  in  a  lonely  houfe 
near  the  fea  fide  at  Bethlehem,  from  whence  it  was  fome- 
time  ere  he  was  drawn  to  mingle  in  public  life. 

During  this  important  expedition,  two  years  and  almoft 
two  months  elapfed.  Of  160  men  who  went  out,  only  55 
returned.  Thefe  were  all  rewarded  by  the  king. ,  Coello 
was  pensioned  with  100  ducats  a  year,  and  made  a  fidalgo, 
or  gentleman  of  the  king's  houfhold,  a^legree  of  nobility 
in  Portugal.  The  title  of  Don  was  annexed  to  the  family 
of  Vafco  do  Gama ;  he  was  appointed  admiral  of  the  eaf- 
tern  feas,  with  an  annual  falary  of  3000  ducats,  and  a 
part  of  the  king's  arms  was  added  to  his.  Public  thankf- 
givings  to  heaven  were  celebrated  throughout  the  churches 
of  the  kingdom,  and  feafts,  interludes,  and  chivalrous  en- 
tertainments, the  taftc  of  that  age,  demonftrated  the  joy 
of  Portugal. 

As 
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As  the  prophetic  Song  in  the  tenth  Lufiad  requires  a 
commentary,  we  mall  now  proceed  to  a  compendious  hif- 
tory  of  the  negociations  and  wars  of  the  Portuguefe  in  In- 
dia ;  a  hiftory,  though  very  little  known,  yet  of  the  ut- 
moft  importance  to  every  commercial  ftate,  particularly  to 
that  nation  which  now  commands  the  trade  of  the  Eaftern 
World. 
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PORTUGUESE  EMPIRE  IN  THE  EAST. 


1  HE  power,  intereft,  and  difpofition  of  the  Moorsj 
the  matters  of  the  eaftern  feas,  pointed  out  to  Emmanuel 
what  courfe  he  ought  to  follow,  if  he  intended  to  reap 
either  honour  or  advantage  from  the  difc every  of  India. 
The  accumulated  treachery  of  the  Moors  had  kindled  a 
war  j  force  was  now  necefTary ;  a  fleet  therefore  of  thirteen 
fail  and  1500  men  was  fitted  out  for  India,  and  the  com- 
mand of  it  given  to  an  experienced  officer,  Pedro  Alvarez 
de  Cabral. 


The 
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The  chief  inftruttions  of  Cabral,  were  to  enter  into  a 
treaty  of  friendfhip  with  the  Zamorim,  and  to  obtain  leave 
to  build  a  fort  and  factory  near  Calicut.  But  if  he  found 
that  prince  ftill  perfidious,  and  averfe  to  an  alliance,  he 
was  to  proceed  to  hoftilities  on  the  firft  inftance  of  trea- 
chery. 

Cabral,  in  this  voyage,  was  driven  to  America  by  a 
tempeft,  and  was  the  firft  who  difcovered  the  Brazils.  As 
he  doubled  the  fouth  of  Africa,  he  encountered  a  moft 
dreadful  ftorm  ;  the  heavens  were  covered  with  pitchy 
darknefs  for  many  days,  and  the  waves  and  winds  vied 
with  each  other  in  noife  and  fury.  Four  fhips  were  loft, 
and  all  their  crews  perifhed  ;  among  whom  was  the  cele- 
brated Bartholomew  Diaz,  the  difcoverer  of  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope,  which,  as  if  prophetic  of  his  fate,  he  had 
named  the  Cape  of  Tempefts. 

When  Cabral  reached  the  coaft  of  Zofala,  he  had  only 
fix  fhips.  Here  he  engaged  and  took  two  Moorifh  vef- 
fels,  laden  moftly  with  gold  duft.  But  finding  they  be- 
longed to  the  Xeque  Foteyma,  an  uncle  of  the  king  of 
Melinda,  he  not  only  reftored  the  prizes,  but  treated  the 
Xeque  with  the  greateft  courtefy.  At  Mozambique  he 
agreed  with  a  pilot  to  conduct  him  to  Quiloa.  The  king 
of  this  place  and  the  admiral  had  a  pompous  interview. 
An  alliance  was  folemnly  concluded.  But  Homeris,  bro- 
ther to  the  king  of  Melinda,  was  at  Quiloa  ;  and  by  him 
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Cabral  was  informed  of  a  treacherous  preparation  to  attack: 
him.  As  his  deftination  was  for  Calicut,  he  delayed  re- 
venge, and  proceeded  to  Melinda.  Here  he  landed  the 
Melindian  ambafTador,  who  had  been  fent  to  Portugal ; 
and  here  his  generous  treatment  of  Foteyma  ftrengthened 
the  friendihip  and  good  offices  which  had  begun  with 
Gama. 

When  he  arrived  at  Calicut,  whither  he  was  conducted 
by  two  Melindian  pilots,  he  fent  Ayres  Correa  on  fhore 
to  fettle  the  ,manner  how  the  Zamorim  and  the  admiral 
were  to  meet.  Six  principal  Brahmins,  whofe  names  were 
brought  from  Portugal  by  the  advice  of  Monzaida,  were 
given  as  hoftages  for  the  fafety  of  the  admiral ;  and  the 
Indian  noblemen,  who  had  been  carried  away  by  Gama5 
were  returned.  After  much  delay  with  the  wavering  Za- 
morim, a  commercial  alliance,  by  which  the  Portuguefe 
vefTels  were  to  receive  their  lading  before  thofe  of  any 
other  nation,  was  folemnly  confirmed  by  oath,  and  a  houfe 
was  appointed  as  a  factory  for  the  Portuguefe.  Of  this, 
Correa,  ^with  feventy  men  under  his  command,  in  the 
name  of  the  king  his  mafter,  took  immediate  poflefiion. 

If  the  finalleft  circumftances  in  the  hiftory  of  an  infant 
colony  are  not  attended  to,  the  fecret  fprings  and  princi- 
ples of  action  efcape  us,  and  we  are  fure  to  b#  led  into 
error.  Cabral's  fleet  was  to  be  laded  with  fpicery ;  but 
the  Moorifh  merchants,  ftill  intent  on  the  ruin  of  their 
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rivals  the  Portuguefe,  did  every  thing  in  their  power  to 
retard  it,  in  hope  of  another  rupture.     "While  promifes 
to  Cabral  trifled  away  the  time,  the  Zamorim  defired  his 
affiftance   to  take  a  large  fliip  belonging  to  the  king  of 
Cochin,  who  not  only  intended  to  invade  his  dominions, 
he  faid,  but  had  alfo  refufed    to   fell   him  an  elephant, 
which  was  now  aboard  that  fhip.     There  were  two  Moor- 
ifh  agents  with  whom  Cabral  was  obliged  to  tranfact  bufi- 
nefs.     One  of  thefe  named    Cemireci,  pretending  great 
friendfhip  to    the    admiral,  advifed  him  by  all  means  to 
gratify  the  Zamorim  by  taking  the  fhip  of  Cochin.     This 
vefTel  was  large  and  full  of  foldiers,  but  Cabral  appointed 
one  of  his  fmalleft,  commanded  by  Pedro  Ataide,  not  a 
fixth  part  of  her  iize,  to  attack  her.     When  Ataide  firft 
made  towards  the  enemy,  the  Indian  infulted  him  with 
every  fign  of  reproach  ;  but  the  Portuguefe  cannon  drove 
her  into  the  port  of  Cananor,  a  place  forty  miles  to  the 
north  of  Calicut.     Here  fhe  lay  all  the  night,  while  Ataide 
watched  the   mouth   of  the  harbour  ;   and  fearing  to  be 
burnt  in  the  port,  in  the  morning  lhe  again  took  to  fea. 
But  Ataide  foon  came  up  with  her,  and  by  the  dextrous 
ufe  of  his  artillery  made  her  lleer  what  courfe  he  pleafed, 
and  at  laft  drove  her  in  triumph  before  him  into  the  har- 
bour of  Calicut. 

This  encounter  was  of  great  confequence  to  the  Portu- 
guefe.    It  not  only  raifed  a  high  idea  of  their  valour  and  ' 
art  of  war,  but  it  difcovered  a  fcene  of  treachery,  and  gave 

them 
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them  a  mod  beneficial  opportunity  to  difplay  their  inte- 
grity and  honour.  When  Cabral  converfed  with  the  cap- 
tives, he  found  that  the  ftory  of  the  elephant  and  the  in- 
vafion  were  falfe,  and  that  they  had  been  warned  by  Ce- 
mireci,  that  the  Portuguefe,  a  fet  of  lawlefs  pirates,  in- 
tended to  attack  them.  On  this,  Cabral  not  only  reftored 
the  {hip  to  the  king  of  Cochin,  but  paid  for  what  damage 
fhe  had  fuftained,  and  aflured  him  he  had  been  abufed  by 
the  villainy  of  the  Moors. 

The  Zamorim  profefTed  the  greateft  admiration  of  the 
Portuguefe  valour,  yet  while  he  pretended  to  value  their 
friendfhip  at  the  higheft  rate,  he  ufed  every  art  to  delay 
the  lading  of  their  fhips.  Twenty  days  was  the  time  sti- 
pulated for  this  purpofe  ;  but  three  months  were  now 
elapfed,  and  nothing  done.  Cabral  feveral  times  com- 
plained to  the  Zamorim  of  the  infringement  of  treaty, 
that  many  Moorifh  vefTels  had  been  fuffered  to  lade,  while 
he  could  obtain  no  cargo.  The  Zamorim  complained  of 
the  arts  of  the  Moors,  and  gave  Cabral  an  order,  on  pay- 
ing for  the  goods,  to  unlade  whatever  Moorifh  vefTels  he 
pleafed,  and  to  fupply  his  own.  Cabral,  however,  was 
apprehenfive  of  fome  deep  defign,  and  delayed  to  put  this 
order  in  execution.  Correa,  upon  this,  feverely  upbraided 
him  with  neglect  of  duty,  and  he  at  laft  feized  a  veffel 
which  happened  to  belong  to  one  of  the  richeft  of  the 
Moors.  A  tumult  was  immediately  raifed,  the  Portuguefe 
factory  was  fuddenly  befet  by  four  thoufand  of  that  peo- 
ple, 
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pie,  and  before  any  affiftance  could  come  from  the  {hips, 
Correa,  and  the  greateft  part  of  his  companions,  were 
mafTacred.  Cabral,  though  greatly  enraged,  waited  fum- 
cient  time  to  hear  the  excufe  of  the  Zamorim ;  but  he 
waited  in  vain.  Ten  large  Moorifh  velTels  burnt  in  the 
harbour,  the  city  of  Calicut  bombarded  one  day,  and  600 
of  its  inhabitants  flain,  revenged  the  death  of  Correa. 

The  king  of  Cochin,  when  Cabral  returned  the  fhip 
which  he  had  taken,  highly  pleafed  with  his  honour,  in- 
vited him  to  traffic  in  his  port.  Cabral  now  failed  thither, 
and  was  treated  in  the  moft  friendly  manner.  A  ftrong 
houfe  was  appointed  for  a  factory,  and  a  treaty  of  com- 
merce folemnly  concluded.  Ambafiadors  alfo  arrived 
from  the  kings  of  Cananor,  Caulan,  and  other  places,  in- 
treating  the  alliance  of  the  PGrtuguefe,  whom  they  invited 
to  their  harbours. 

About  eight  hundred  years  before  this  period,  accord- 
ing to  tradition,  Perimal,  the  fovereign  of  India,  having 
embraced  the  religion  of  Mohammed,  in  which  he  had 
been  inftructed  by  fome  Arabian  merchants,  refolved  to 
end  his  days  as  a  hermit  at  Mecca.  He  therefore  divided 
his  empire  into  different  fovereignties,  but  rendered  them 
all  tributary  to  the  Zamorim  of  Calicut.  From  this  port 
Perimal  fet  fail,  and  the  Arab  merchants  conceived  fuch 
a  fuperftitious  affection  for  this  harbour,  though  not  fo 
Commodious  as  many  others  around,  that  on  the  arrival 

of 
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of  Gama  it  was  the  great  centre  of  the  Moorifh  commerce 
in  India.  A  defire  to  throw  off  their  dependence  on  the 
Zamorim,  without  doubt  had  its  influence  in  prompting 
the  tributary  kings  to  invite  the  Portuguefe  to  their  har- 
bours. But  it  was  impoflible  they  fhould  have  fo  ac"led, 
unlefs  they  had  conceived  a  high  idea  of  the  Portuguefe 
virtue  and  valour,  which  was  thus  rewarded  by  the  friend- 
fhip  of  fome  powerful  princes,  who  ever  after  remained 
true  to  the  caufe  of  Emmanuel. 

When  Cabral  was  about  to  fail  from  Cochin,  he  re- 
ceived information  from  the  king,  that  the  Zamorim, 
with  a  large  fleet,  containing  15,000  foldiers,  intended  to 
attack  him.  Cabral  prepared  for  battle,  and  the  Indian 
fleet  fled.  He  afterwards  touched  at  Cananor,  where  he 
entered  into  a  friendly  alliance.  The  king,  fufpecting 
from  the  fmall  quantity  of  fpicery  which  he  bought,  that 
the  Admiral  was  in  want  of  money,  intreated  him  to 
give  a  mark  of  his  friendfhip  by  accepting,  upon  credit, 
of  what  goods  he  pleafed.  But  Cabral  fhewed  a  confide- 
rable  quantity  of  gold  to  the  king's  meflengers,  politely 
thanked  him,  and  faid  he  was  already  fufficiently  loaded. 
Having  left  factors  on  fhore,  and  received  ambafladors  on 
board,  he  proceeded  on  his  homeward  voyage.  Near 
Melinda  he  took  a  large  {hip,  but  finding  (he  belonged  to 
a  merchant  of  Cananor,  be  fet  her  at  liberty,  and  told 
the  commander,  "  that  the  Portuguefe  monarch  was  only 
at  war  with  the  Zamorim  and  the  Moors  of  Mecca,  from 

whom 


PORTUGUESE    ASIA.  or 

whom  he  had  received  the  greateft  injuries  and  indigni- 
ties." The  king  of  Melinda,  and  other  Mohammedan 
princes,  who  had  entered  into  alliances  with  Gama  and 
Cabral,  were  not  of  the  tribe  or  confederacy  of  thofe  who 
had  in  different  parts  attempted  the  ruin  of  the  Portu- 
guefe.  That  people  were  now  diftinguifhed  by  the  name 
of  the  Moors  of  Mecca,  their  principal  harbour ;  and 
therefore  to  diftrefs  that  port  became  now  a  principal  ob- 
ject of  the  Portuguefe. 

Emmanuel,  now  fully  informed  by  Cabral  of  the  dates 
and  traffic  of  the  Indian  feas,  perceiving  that  the  reinforce- 
ment of  three  velTels,  which  he  had  fent  under  John  de 
Nova*,  could  little  avail,  fitted  out  twenty  fhips,  the 
command  of  which  warlike  fleet  was  given  to  the  cele- 
brated Vafco  de  Gama.  At  the  fame  time  the  Pope  if- 
fued  a  bull,  in  which  he  ftyled  Emmanuel,  Lord  of  the 
Navigation,  Conquefts  and  Trade,  of  ^Ethiopia,  Arabia, 
Perfia,  and  India. 

Gama,  having  doubled  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  touch- 
ed at  Sofala,  and  made  a  treaty  with  the  Mohammedan 

fovereign 

*  This  officer  defeated  a  large  fleet  of  the  Zamorim,  but  could  not  be  flip- 
pofed  to  effect  any  thing  of  permanency.  On  his  retain  to  Europe,  Nova  dis- 
covered the  ifle  of  St.  Helena.  A  Portuguefe,  who  in  India  had  embraced 
Mohammedifm,  in  contrition  for  his  apoftacy  became  its  firlt  inhabitant. 
He  defired  to  be  left  afhore  to  do  penance  for  his  crime.  Here  he  continu- 
ed four  years,  and  by  his  knowledge  of  the  fprings,  and  the  vegetables  and 
fruit-trees  which  he  planted,  rendered  that  illc  an  ufeful  place  of  watering 
and  rendezvous.     He  was  named  Fei  nan  Jo  Lopez. 
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fovereign  of  that  rich  country.  Mozambic  was  now  go- 
verned by  a  new  monarch,  who  entreated  an  alliance  with 
the  Portuguefe,  which  was  granted ;  and  the  ifle  where 
Gama  had  the  battle  with  the  Moors  f,  became,  for  long 
after,  a  moft  convenient  watering-place  for  the  Portuguefe 
navies.  In  revenge  of  the  plots  againft  himfelf,  and  '"he 
injuries  received  by  Cabral,  he  battered  the  city  of  Quiloa 
with  his  cannon,  and  made  the  king  fubmit  to  pay  tribute 
to  Emmanuel.  As  he  proceeded  for  Calicut,  he  met  a 
large  fhip  of  Mecca,  which,  with  many  people  of  diftinc- 
tion  who  were  going  on  a  pilgrimage  to  the  tomb  of  their 
prophet,  had  lately  left  that  harbour.  This  veffel,  after 
an  obftinate  ftruggle,  in  which  300  Moors  were  killed  |, 
he  took  and  burnt.  And  from  fome  veflels  of  Calicut, 
as  he  approached  that  port,  he  took  about  thirty  prifo- 
ners.  As  foon  as  he  anchored  near  the  city,  the  Zamo- 
rim  font  a  meffage  to  offer  terms  of  friendfhip,  to  excufe 
the  maiTacre  of  the  Portuguefe  under  Correa,  as  the  fole 
action  of  an  enraged  populace,  with  which  government 
had  no  concern  ;  and  added,  that  the  fate  of  the  fhip  of 
Mecca  he  hoped  would  fuffice  for  revenge.  Gama,  pre- 
vious to  any  new  treaty,  demanded  a  reftitution  of  the 
goods  of  which  the  Portuguefe  factory  had  been  plundered, 

and 


•f-  See  the  nrft  Lufiad. 

i  Twenty  children  were  faved.  Thefe  were  fent  to  Lifbon,  where  they 
were  baptized,  and  educated  in  the  fervice  of  Emmanuel.  The  Portuguefe 
writers  mention  their  capture,  and  the  care  taken  of  them,  as  the  happieft 
£01  tune  which  could  poffibly  have  attended  them. 
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and  threatened  to  put  his  prifoners  to  death  and  batter  the 
city  in  cafe  of  refufal.  After  waiting  fome  time  in  vain  for 
an  anfwer,  Gama  ordered  his  thirty  prifoners  to  be  hang- 
ed, and  their  bodies  to  be  fent  afhore,  together  with  a  let- 
ter, declaring  war  againft  the  Zamorim,  in  the  name  of 
the  king  of  Portugal.  And  next  day,  having  for  feveral 
hours  played  his  cannon  upon  the  city,  he  fleered  his 
ccurfe  for  the  more  friendly  port  of  Cochin. 

Here  the  factors  who  had  been  left  by  Cabral  gave  Ga- 
ma the  higheft  character  of  the  faith  of  the  king,  and  his 
earneft  defire  to  cultivate  the  friendfhip  of  the  Portuguefe ; 
and  their  former  alliance  was  mutually  confirmed  by  the 
king  and  the  Admiral.  The  Zamorim,  who  with  rage  and 
regret  beheld  the  commerce  of  Europe  carried  to  other 
harbours,  fent  a  Brahmin  to  Gama,  while  he  was  lading  at 
Cochin,  intreating  an  oblivion  of  paft  injuries,  and  a  re- 
newal of  the  league  of  amity.  The  Admiral,  ftill  defirous 
to  cultivate  friendlhip,  gave  the  command  of  the  fleet  to 
his  coufin  Stephen  de  Gama,  and  with  two  fhips  only,  in 
order  to  try  the  Zamorim's  fincerity,  failed  for  Calicut  ; 
yet,  left  treachery  fhould  be  intended,  he  ordered  Vin- 
cent Sodre  with  five  fhips  to  follow  him.  On  his  arrival 
at  the  city,  he  found  that  diffimulation  was  ftill  the  cha- 
racter of  the  fovereign.  Four  and  thirty  veflels,  full  of 
armed  men,  attacked  Gama's  fhip  with  great  fury ;  for  the 
other  veffel  he  had  fent  to  haften  the  fquadron  of  Sodre. 
In  this  fituation  nothing  but  a  brifk  wind  could  poflibly 

have 
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have  faved  Gama ;  and  a  brifk  gale  in  this  extremity  arofe 
and  carried  him  beyond  the  reach  of  the  fleet  of  Calicut. 
But  having  met  the  reinforcement  of  Sodre,  he  immediate- 
ly returned,  and  totally  deftroyed  the  fleet  of  the  enemy. 

Difappointed  in  war,  the  Zamorim  now  by  entreaties 
and  threats  endeavoured  to  bring  the  king  of  Cochin  into 
his  intereft.  But  that  prince,  with  the  greateft  honour, 
refufed  to  betray  the  Portuguefe  ;  and  Gama  having  pro- 
mifed  to  leave  a  fquadron  to  protect  his  harbour,  failed 
with  thirteen  loaded  fbips  for  the  port  of  Cananor.  On 
his  way  thither,  as  he  paft  within  a  few  miles  of  Calicut, 
he  was  again  vigoroufly  attacked  by  twenty-nine  vefTels, 
fitted  out  by  the  Zamorim,  on  purpofe  to  intercept  him. 
Gama  ordered  three  fbips,  which  had  the  leaft  loading,  to 
begin  the  engagement,  and  victory  foon  declared  in  his  fa- 
vour. He  then  proceeded  to  Cananor,  where  he  entered 
into  a  treaty  with  the  fovereign,  who  bound  himfelf  never 
to  make  war  on  the  king  of  Cochin,  or  to  afiift  the  Zamo- 
rim. And  Gama,  having  left  fix  fliips  under  the  command 
of  Sodre,  for  the  protection  of  Cochin  and  Cananor,  failed 
for  Portugal,  where,  after  a  profperous  voyage,  he  arrived 
with  twelve  fhips,  loaded  with  the  riches  of  the  Eaft. 

As  foon  as  Gama's  departure  was  known,  the  Zamorim 
made  great  preparations  to  attack  Cochin.  It  was  the  pur- 
pofe of  Emmanuel,  that  Sodre  fhould  be  left  with  a  fqua- 
dron to  cruife  about  the  mouth  of  the  Red  Sea,  and  annoy 

the 
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the  Moors  of  Mecca ;  but  Gama,  whofe  power  was  difcre- 
tionary,  ordered  him  not  to  leave  Cochin,  unlefs  every 
thing  bore  the  appearance  of  peace  with  the  Zamorim. 
Sodre,  however,  though  hoftility  was  every  day  expected, 
prepared  to  depart.  Diego  Correa,  the  Portuguefe  agent 
left  at  Cochin,  urged  him  in  the  ftrongelt  manner  to  do 
his  duty  and  continue  at  that  port ;  but  in  vain.  While  the 
king  of  Cochin  refolutely  refufed,  though  advifed  by  many 
of  his  council,  to  deliver  up  the  Portuguefe  reiidents  to  the 
Zamorim,  Sodre,  contrary  to  the  orders  of  Gama,  failed 
for  the  Red  Sea,  in  hope  of  the  rich  prizes  of  Mecca  ;  and 
thus  bafely  deferted  his  countrymen,  and  a  prince,  whofe 
faith  to  the  Portuguefe  had  involved  him  in  a  war  which 
threatened  deftruction  to  his  kingdom. 

The  city  of  Cochin  is  iituated  on  an  ifland,  divided  from 
the  continent  by  an  arm  of  the  fea,  one  part  of  which,  at 
low  water  is  fordable.  At  this  pafs  the  Zamorim  began 
the  war,  and  met  forne  defeats.  At  laft,  by  the  force  of 
numbers  and  the  power  of  bribery,  he  took  the  city,  and 
the  king  of  Cochin  fled  to  the  ifland  of  Viopia.  Yet, 
though  ftript  of  his  dominions,  he  ftill  retained  his  faith 
to  the  Portuguefe.  He  took  them  with  him  to  this  place, 
where  a  few  men  could  defend  themfelves ;  and  though 
the  Zamorim  offered  to  reftore  him  to  his  throne  if  he 
wjould  deliver  them  up,  he  replied,  that  his  enemy  might 

Jlrip 


ex  PORTUGUESE    ASIA. 

Jlrip  him  of  his  dominions  and  his  lift',  but  it  was  not  in  his 
power  to  deprive  him  of  his  fidelity. 

While  Trimumpara,  king  of  Cochin,  was  thus  fliut  up 
on  a  little  rock,  Sodre  fuffered  a  punifhment  worthy  of  his 
perfidy.  His  fhip  was  beaten  to  pieces  by  a  tempeft,  and 
he  and  his  brother  loft  their  lives.  The  other  commanders 
confidered  this  as  the  judgment  of  heaven,  and  haftened 
back  to  the  relief  of  Cochin :  by  ftrefs  of  weather,  how- 
ever, they  were  obliged  to  put  into  one  of  the  Anchidivian 
iflands.  Here  they  were  joined  by  Francis  Albuquerque, 
who,  on  hearing  the  fate  of  Cochin,  though  in  the 
rigour  of  the  tempeftuous  feafon,  immediately  fet  fail  for 
that  port.  When  the  fleet  appeared  in  fight  of  Viopia, 
Trimumpara  exclaiming  Portugal,  Portugal,  ran  in  an  ex- 
tacy  to  the  Portuguefe ;  and  they,  in  return,  with  fhouts 
of  triumph,  announced  the  reftoration  of  his  crown.  The 
garrifon  left  in  Cochin  by  the  Zamorim  immediately  fled. 
Trimumpara  was  reftored  to  his  throne  without  a  battle, 
and  Albuquerque  gave  an  inftance  of  his  mafterly  policy. 
Together  with  the  aflurances  of  the  friendfhip  of  Emma- 
nuel, he  made  the  king  of  Cochin  a  prefent  of  10,000  du- 
cats. An  a<ft  which  wonderfully  excited  the  admiration 
of  the  princes  of  India,  and  was  a  fevere  wound  to  the 
Zamorim. 

Francis  and   Alonzo  Albuquerque  and  Duarte  Pacheco 
were  now  at  Cochin.     The  princes,  tributary  to  Trimum- 
para, 
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para,  who  had  deferted  to  the  Zamorim,  were  feverely  pu- 
nifhed  by  the  troops  of  Cochin,  headed  by  the  Portuguefe, 
and  their  depredations  were  carried  into  the   Zamorim's 
own  dominions.     A  treaty  of  peace  was  at  laft  concluded, 
on  terms  greatly  advantageous  to  the  Portuguefe  com- 
merce.    But  that  honour  which  had  been  of  the  greatefl: 
benefit  to  their  affairs,  was  now  ftained.     A  fhip  of  Cali- 
cut was  unjuftly  feized  by  the  Portuguefe  agent  at  Cochin  ; 
nor  would  Francis  Albuquerque  make  reftitution,  though 
required  by  the  Zamorim.     Soon  after  this,  Francis  failed 
for  Europe,  but  gave  another  inftance  of  his  infamy  ere  he 
left  India.      The  Zamorim  had  again  declared  war  ag2infl 
the  king  of  Cochin,  and  Francis  Albuquerque  left  only  one 
fhip,  three  barges,  and  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  men, 
for  the  defence  of  Trimumpara;   but  this  fmal!  body  was 
commanded  by  Pacheco.     Francis  Albuquerque,  and  Ni- 
cholas Coello  celebrated  in  the  Luliad,  failed  for  Europe, 
but  were  heard  of  no  more. 

■* 
Anthony  Saldanna  and  Roderic  Ravafco  were  at  this 
time  fent  from  Lubon  on  purpofe  to  cruife  about  ;he 
mouth  of  the  Red  Sea.  The  king  of  Melinda  was  engag- 
ed in  a  dangerous  war  with  the  king  of  MombaiTa,  and 
Saldanna  procured  him  an  honourable  peace.  Cut  Ra- 
vafco a&ed  as  a  law  lcfs  pirate  on  the  coali  of  Zanzibar. 
Though  the  innocent  inhabitants  were  in  a  treaty  of  peace 
with  Gama,  he  took  many  of  their  fhipb,  for  which  he  ex- 
torted large  ranfoms,  and  compelled  the  prince  of  Zanzi- 
bar 
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bar  to  pay  an  annual  tribute  and  own  himfelf  the  vaffal  of 
Emmanuel.  The  Pope's  Bull,  which  gave  all  the  Eaft  to 
the  king  of  Portugal,  began  now  to  operate.  The  Portu- 
guefe  efteemed  it  as  a  facred  charter  ;  the  natives  of  the 
Eaft  felt  the  confequence  of  it,  and  conceived  a  fecret  jea- 
loufy  and  diilike  of  their  new  mafters.  The  exalted  policy 
and  honour  of  many  of  the  Portuguefe  governors  delayed 
the  evil  operation  of  this  jealoufy,  but  the  remedy  was  on- 
ly temporary.  The  Portuguefe  believed  they  had  a  right 
to  demand  the  vaffalage  of  the  princes  of  the  Eaft,  and  to 
prohibit  them  the  navigation  of  their  own  feas.  When 
the  ufurpation  of  dominion  proceeds  from  a  fixed  principle, 
the  wifdom  of  the  ableft  Governor  can  only  fkin  over  the 
mortal  wound ;  for  even  the  grofTeft  barbarians  are  moft 
acutely  fenllble  of  injuftice,  and  carefully  remember  the 
breaches  of  honour. 

Along  with  thefe  ideas  of  their  right  to  claim  dominion 
and  to  conquer,  the  Portuguefe  brought  to  India  an  image 
of  the  degenerated  conftitution  of  Lifbon.  The  Governor 
acted  under  a  few  general  inftructions,  which  contained 
rather  advices  *  than  orders,  againft  what  countries  he 
fhould  direct  the  force  of  his  arms.  And  in  the  executive 
power  he  was  arbitrary.  The  revenue  and  regulations  of 
commerce  were  alfo  left  to  his  difcretion  ;  fuch  was  the  in- 

fecure 

*  Sec  the  Commifllon  of  the  Portuguefe  Viceroys  and  the  Notkias,  in 
the  Appendix.  See  alfo  the  letters  of  the  king,  queen,  and  prince  of  Por- 
tugal to  John  de  Caftro,  in  Andrada's  life  of  that  Governor. 
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fecure  and  capricious  plan  of  the  Portuguefe  commercial 
eftablifhment  in  India.  It  was  (of  all,  the  raoft  liable  to 
abufe)  the  worft  of  all  Monopolies,  a  Regal  one.  Eve- 
ry fhip  which  failed  from  Portugal  to  India  was  the  king's 
property.  Their  Indian  cargoes  were  deposited  in  the  cuf- 
tom-houfe  of  Lifbon,  and  managed,  for  the  ufe  of  the 
crown,  by  the  revenue  officers.  The  tribute  paid  by  the 
vaffal  princes  of  Afia  was  the  king's ;  and  the  factories  and 
forts  were  built  and  fupported  at  his  charge  \.  In  a  word, 
a  military  government  was  eftablifhed  in  India,  and  it  was 
the  duty  of  the  Governor  to  iuperintend  his  majefty's  re- 
venues and  commercial  monopoly. 

The  Zamorim  had  now  collected  a  formidable  power  for 
the  deftruction  of  Cochin.  But  before  we  mention  the 
wonderful  victories  of  Pacheco,  it  will  be  neceilary  to  give 
fome  account  of  the  land  and  maritime  forces  of  the  Eafb 
And  here  it  is  to  be  lamented,  that  the  Portuguefe  authors 
have  given  us  but  very  imperfect  accounts  of  the  military 
arts  of  India.  Yet  it  is  to  be  gathered  from  them,  that 
though  fire  arms  were  not  unknown,  they  were  but  very 
little  ufed  before  the  arrival  of  the  Portuguefe.  Two  na- 
tives of  Milan,  who  were  brought  to  India  by  Gam. 
his  fecond  voyage,  cleferted  to  the  Zamorim,  and  were  of 
great  fervice  to  him  in  making  of  powder  and  cafting  of 
cannon.  The  Perlians  defpifed  the  ufe  of  fire  arms,  as  un- 
vol.  i.  G  ma 

t  See  Oforius,  Faria,  Barros,  Caftanneda,  Comment; 
buquerque'i  fun,  Andrada's  life  of  John  de  Cuflro,  i 
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manly  ;  and  the  ufe  of  artillery  on  board  of  a  fleet  is  feve- 
ral  times  mentioned  as  peculiar  to  the  Moors  of  Mecca. 
The  vefTels  of  the  Zamorim  were  large  barges  rowed  with 
oars,  and  crowded  with  men,  who  fought  with  darts  and 
other  miflile  weapons.     We  are  told  by  Oforius,  that  the 
pilot  of  Melinda,  who  conducted  Gama  to  Calicut,  defpif- 
ed  the  Aftrolabe,  as  if  ufed  to  fuperior  inftruments.     We 
doubt,  however,  of  his  fuperior  knowledge,  for  we  know 
that  he  coafted  northward  to  a  particular  limit,  and  then 
flood  directly  for  the  rifing  fun.      We  are  alfo  told  by  the 
Jefuits  of  the  perfection  of  the  Chinefe  navigation,  and 
that  they  have  had  the  ufe  of  the  compafs  for  3000  years  ; 
but  this  is  alfo  doubtful.      Some  have  even  fuppofed,  that 
Marco  Paolo,  or  fome  of  the  earlieft  mercantile  pilgrims, 
carried  the  loadftone  to  China  ere  its  ufe  in  navigation  was 
fully  known  in  Europe.     Certain  it  is,  that  at  this  day  the 
Chinefe  cannot  arm  the  needle  with  the  virtues  of  the  load- 
ftone,  and  of  confequence  have  the  compafs  in  great  imper- 
fection.    In  place  of  hanging  the  needle,  they  lay  the  load- 
ftone  upon  cork,  and  fwim  it  in  water.     Vertomannus  re- 
lates, that  travelling  to  Mecca,  he  faw  the  Arabs  ufe  the 
compafs  to  direct  them  through  the  fandy  deferts  of  Ara- 
bia.     But  of  this  alfo  we  doubt  ;  for  there  is  not  a  name 
in  any  eaftern  language,  except  the  Chinefe,  for  that  in- 
ftrument  j  nor  do  the  Arabs  know  how  to  make  one. 
They  purchafe  them  of  Europeans,  and  the  Italian  word 

Bajfola 
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Bujfola  is  the  name  of  the  compafs  among  the  Turks,  and 
all  the  natives  of  the  Eaft,  on  this  fide  of  China. 

• 
"While  the  Zamorim  was  preparing  his  formidable  ar- 
mament againft  Cochin,  the  fecurity  which  appeared  on 
the  mien  of  Pacheco,  prompted  Trimumpara  to  fufpeer. 
fome  fraud  :  and  he  entreated  that  captain  to  confefs  wi.at 
he  intended.  Pacheco  felt  all  the  refentment  of  honour, 
and  augured  him  of  victory.  He  called  a  meeting  of  the 
principal  inhabitants,  and  uttered  the  fevereft  threats  againft 
any  perfon  who  lhould  dare  to  defert  to  the  Zamorim,  or 
to  leave  the  ifland  f.  Every  precaution,  by  which  the  paf- 
fage  to  the  ifland  of  Cochin  might  be  fecured,  was  taken  by 
Pacheco.  The  Portuguefe  took  the  facrament,  and  devot- 
ed themfelves  to  death.  The  king  of  Cochin's  troops 
amounted  only  to  5000  ;  the  fleet  and  army  of  the  Zamo- 
rim confifted  of  57,000  men.  Yet  this  great  army,  though 
provided  with  brafs  cannon,  and  otherwife  aflifted  by  the 
two  Milanese  engineers,  was  defeated  by  Pacheco.  Se- 
ven times  the  Zamorim  raifed  new  armies,  fome  of  them 
more  numerous  than  the  firft,  but  all  of  them  were  defeat- 
ed at  the  fords  of  Cochin,  by  the  ftratagems  and  intrepi- 

G  2  dity 

■f  Soon  after  this  order,  two  fifhermen  were  brought  before  him,  who  had 
been  following  their  employment  Kyonu  the  limits  he  had  prescribed.    Pa- 
checo ordered  them  to  be  hanged  in  prifon.       The  king  pleaded  for 
lives,  but  Pacheco  in  public  was  inexorable.      In  the  night,  however,  he 
fent  the  two  fifhermen  to  the  king's  palace,  where  he  del  might 

be  concealed  with  the  greatefl  fecrecy ;  and  the  feverity  of  their  fat 
publicly    believed.     Such  was    the  humanity  and  ftri£t  discipline  of  this 
brave  officer. 
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dity  of  Pacheco.  Though  the  Zamorim  in  the  latter  bat- 
tles expofed  his  own  perfon  to  the  greateft  danger,  and  was 
fometimes  fprinkled  with  the  blood  of  his  attendants  j 
though  he  had  recourfe  to  poifon  and  every  art  of  fraud, 
all  his  attempts,  open  and  private,  were  baffled.  At  laft, 
in  defpair  of  revenge,  he  refigned  his  crown,  and  fliut  him- 
felf  up  for  the  remainder  of  his  days  in  one  of  his  idol  tem- 
ples. Soon  after  the  kingdom  of  Cochin  was  thus  reftored 
to  profperity,  Pacheco  was  recalled  to  Europe.  The  king 
of  Portugal  paid  the  higheft  compliments  to  his  valour ;  and 
as  he  had  acquired  no  fortune  in  India,  in  reward  of  his 
fervices  he  gave  him  a  lucrative  government  in  Africa. 
But  merit  always  has  enemies.  Pacheco  was  accufed,  and 
by  the  king's  order  brought  to  Lifbon  in  irons  :  and  thofe 
hands  which  preferved  the  intereft  of  Portugal  in  India, 
were  in  Portugal  chained  in  a  dungeon  a  confiderable  time, 
ere  a  legal  trial  determined  the  juftice  of  this  feverity.  He 
was  at  laft  tried,  and  honourably  acquitted  ;  but  his  merit 
was  thought  of  no  more,  and  he  died  in  an  alms-houfe. 
Merit  thus  repaid,  is  a  fevere  wound  to  an  empire.  The 
generous  ardour  of  military  fpirit  cannot  receive  a  colder 
check,  than  fuch  examples  are  fure  to  give  it. 

Before  the  departure  of  Pacheco,  a  fleet  of  thirteen  mips, 
commanded  by  Lopez  Soarez,  arrived  in  India.     The 
Zamorim  beheld  with  regret  the  ruined  condition  of  his 
kingdom,  his  tributary  princes  not  only  now  indepenci'  nt, 
but   poflefled   of  the  commerce  which  formerly  enri    led 

Calicut, 
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Calicut,  the  fatal  confequence  of  his  uncle  and  predecef- 
for's  obftinacy.  Taught  by  thefe  examples,  he  defired  a 
peace  with  the  Portuguefe ;  but  Soarez  would  hear  no- 
thing till  the  two  Milanefe  deferters  were  delivered  up. 
This  the  Zamorim  refolutely  refufed.  And  Soarez,  re- 
gardlefs  of  the  fate  of  fome  Portuguefe  who  had  been  left 
at  Calicut  by  Cabral,  battered  the  city  two  days,  in  place 
of  granting  an  honourable  and  commercial  peace.  Nor 
was  this  his  only  political  error.  By  fhewing  fuch  eager- 
nefs  to  fecure  the  Milanefe  engineers,  he  told  the  Zamo- 
rim the  value  of  thefe  European  artifts.  And  that  prince 
foon  after  applied  to  the  Soldan  of  Egypt,  who  fent  him 
four  Venetians,  able  engineers,  and  mailers  of  the  art  of 
the  foundery  of  cannon. 

In  the  {lately  fpirit  of  conqueft  Soarez  traverfed  the  In- 
dian feas,  deftroyed  many  Calicutian  and  Moorifh  vefTels, 
and  made  various  princes  pay  tribute  and  confefs  them- 
felves  the  vafTals  of  Emmanuel.  But  the  Soldan  of  Egypt 
began  now  to  threaten  hoftilities,  and  a  ftronger  force  of 
the  Portuguefe  was  necefiary.  Francifco  d'Almeyda,  an 
officer  of  diftinguifhed  merit,  was  therefore  appointed 
Viceroy  of  India,  and  was'  fent  with  two  and  twenty  mips 
to  affert  his  jurifdiction.  And  according  to  the  uncom- 
mercial ideas  of  Gothic  conqueft  with  which  he  fet  out, 
he  continued  to  aft.  On  his  arrival  at  Quiloa,  a  meeting 
between  him  and  the  king  was  appointed.  Almeyda  at- 
tended,  but  the  king  did  not,    for  a  black  cat,  as  he  fet 

cut, 
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out,  happened  to  crofs  his  way,  and  intimidated  by  this 
evil  omen,  he  declined  the  interview.  On  this,  Aln  eyda 
levelled  his  city  with  the  ground,  and  appointed  another 
king,  tributary  to  Emmanuel.  Some  late  treacheries  of 
Mombafia  were  alfo  revenged  by  the  deftru&iou  of  that 
city  and  the  vafTalage  of  its  monarch.  When  the  Vice- 
roy arrived  in  India,  he  defeated  the  king  of  Onor,  built 
forts  and  left  garrifons  in  various  places.  Triumpara, 
king  of  Cochin,  had  new  retired  to  fpend  the  evening  of 
his  life  in  a  Brahmin  temple,  and  his  nephew,  who  with 
great  pomp  was  crowned  by  Almeyda,  acknowledged 
himfelf  the  tributary  of  the  king  of  Portugal. 

The  Soldan  of  Egypt  was  at  this  time  one  of  the  great- 
eft  princes  of  the  world.  Much  of  the  lucrative  com- 
merce of  the  Eaft  had  long  flowed  to  the  Weft  through 
his  dominions.  His  fleets  and,  his  armies  were  thus  ren- 
dered numerous  and  powerful,  and  bound  by  their  politi- 
cal religion,  every  Mohammedan  prince,  in  a  war  with 
the  Chriftians,  was  his  ally.  A  heavy  revenge  of  the  Cru- 
fades  was  in  meditation,  and  Europe  miferably  divided  in 
itfelf,  invited  its  own  ruin  ;  when,  as  it  is  expreifed  by 
the  Abbe  Reynal,  the  liberties  of  mankind  were  lived  by 
the  voyage  of  Vafco  de  Gama.  The  arrival  of  the  Por- 
tuguefe  in  the  eaftern  feas  entirely  unhinged  the  ftrongeft 
fences  of  the  Mohammedan  power;  aiu!  the  finewsof  the 
Egyptian  and  Turkifh  ftrength  were  cut  afunder  by  that 
deftruction  of  their  commerce  which  followed  the  prelence 

of 
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of  the    Europeans.     And  thus    alfo  Europe  is  taught  the 

means  which  will  for  ever  fecure  her  againft  the  ravages 

of  the  Saracens,  and  other  eaftern  barbarians,  whom  me 

has  already  experienced  as  more  cruel  invaders,  and  whom 

Greece  ftill  feels  as  more  dreadful  tyrants,  than  the  Goths 

and  the  Vandals  f . 

Enraged 

f  A  view  of  the  commerce  of  the  Eaftern  world,  and  the  channels  in 
which  it  flowed,  before  the  arrival  of  the  Poriuguefe,  is  thus  accurately 
given  by  Faria  y  Sou/a.  "  Before  thefe  our  discoveries,  the  fpicery  and 
riches  of  the  Eaftern  world  were  brought  to  Europe  with  great  charge  and 
immenfe  trouble.  The  merchandize  of  the  clove  of  Malucca,  the  mace 
and  nutmeg  of  Banda,  the  Sandal- wood  cf  Timor,  the  camphre  of  Borneo, 
the  gold  and  filver  of  Luconia,  the  fpices,  drugs,  dyes  and  perfumes,  and  all 
the  various  riches  of  China,  Java,  Siam,  and  the  adjacent  kingdoms,  center- 
ed in  the  city  cf  Malaca,  in  the  golden  Cherlbnefus.  Hither  all  the  trad- 
ers of  the  countties  as  far  weft  as  Ethiopia  and  the  Red  Sea,  reibrted,  and 
bartered  their  own  commodities  for  thofe  they  received  ;  for  filver  and  gold 
were  eftcemed  as  the  leaft  valuable  articles.  By  this  trade  the  great  cities  of 
Calicut,  Cambaya,  Ormuz,  and  Aden,  were  enriched  ;  nor  was  jVTalacathe 
only  fource  of  their  wealth.  The  weftern  regions  of  Afia  had  full  poflefllon. 
of  the  commerce  of  the  rubies  of  Pegu,  the  filks  cf  Bengal,  the  peails  of 
Calicare,  the  diamonds  of  Narfinga,  the  cinnamon  and  rubies  of  Ceylon, 
the  pepper  and  every  fpicery  of  Malabar,  and  wherever  in  the  eaftern 
iflandsand  fliores  Nature  had  lavilhed  her  various  riches.  Of  the  more  wef- 
tern commerce  Ormuz  was  the  great  mait,  for  from  thence  the  eaftern  com- 
modities were  conveyed  up  the  Perfian  gulph  to  Eafloia  on  the  mouth  of 
the  Euphrates,  and  from  thence  diftributed  in  caravans  to  Armenia,  Tre- 
bifond,  Tartary,  Aleppo,  Damascus,  and  the  port  of  Ba rut  on'  the  Medi- 
terranean. Suez  on  the  Red  Sea  was  alfo  a  moft  important  mart.  Here 
the  caravans  loaded  and  proceeded  to  Grand  Cairo,  from  whence  the  Nile 
conveyed  their  riches  to  Alexandria  ;  at  which  city  and  at  Barut  fomc  I.u- 
ropeans,  the  Venetians  in  particular,  loaded  their  veilels  v\  ith  the  riches 
of  the  eaftern  world,  which  at  immenfe  prices  they  diftributed  throughout 
Europe."  While  the  eallern  commerce  flowed  through  thefe  channels,  the 
eaftern  kingdoms  were  wonderfully  ftrcngthened  and  enriched  by  it.  By 
the  arrival  of  the  Portuguefe  every  thing  was  reverted,  and  the  fafety  cf 
Europe  fecured. 
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Enraged  with  the  interruption  which  his  trade  had  al- 
ready received.  The  Soldan  rcfolved  to  prevent  its  utter 
ruin.  He  threatened  the  extirpation  of  all  the  Chriftians 
in  his  dominions,  if  the  court  of  Rome  would  not  order 
the  king  of  Portugal  to  withdraw  his  fleets  for  ever  from 
the  eaftern  feas.  One  Maurus,  a  monk,  was  his  ambaf- 
fador  to  Rome  and  Lifbon,  but  in  place  of  promifes  of 
compliance,  he  returned  with  the  feverer  threats  of  Em- 
manuel.  War  was  now  determined  by  the  Soldan,  and 
a  mo  ft  formidable  fleet,  fixty  vefTels  of  which  were  larger 
than  the  Portuguefe,  manned  with  Turks  experienced  in 
war,  were  fent  to  the  affiftance  of  the  Zamorim.  But 
by  the  fuperior  naval  fkiil  and  romantic  bravery  of  Al- 
meyda  and  his  fon  Lorenzo,  this  mighty  armament  was 
defeated. 

At  this  time  Triftan  de  Cugna,  and  the  celebrated  Al- 
phonfo  Albuquerque,  arrived  in  the  Eaft,  and  carried  war 
and  victory  from  Sofala  to  India.  Allured  by  the  honour 
and  commercial  treaties  of  Gama  and  Cabral,  feveral 
princes  of  India  invited  thefe  ftrangers  to  their  harbours. 
But  the  alteration  of  the  behaviour  and  claims  of  the  Por- 
tuguefe, had  altered  the  fentiments  of  the  natives.  Al- 
moft  every  port  now  oppofed  the  entrance  of  the  Portu- 
guefe, and  the  cargo  of  almoft  every  fhip  they  loaded  was 
purchafed  with  blood.  At  the  fack  of  the  city  of  Lamo, 
fome  of  the  foldiers  under  Cugna  cut  off  the  hands  and 
ears  of  the  women,  to  get  their  bracelets  and  ear-rings 
with  more  expedition.     But   though  thefe  mifcreants,  by 

*  overloading 


PORTUGUESE    ASIA.  cxxi 

overloading  their  boat  with  their  plunder,  were  all  drown- 
ed, this  ftain  on  the  Portuguefe  character  made  deftruc- 
tive  war  againft  the  Portuguefe  name  and  intereft.  When 
Albuquerque  arrived  before  Ormvz,  he  fummoned  the 
king  to  become  the  vaflal  of  Emmanuel,  and  to  be  happy 
under  the  protection  of  {o  great  a  prince.  The  king  of 
Ormuz,  who  expected  fuch  a  vilit,  had  provided  an  army 
of  33,000  men,  6000  cf  whom  were  expert  archers,  aux- 
iliaries of  Perfia.  Yet  thefe  were  defeated,  by  460  dis- 
ciplined men,  well  played  cannon,  and  the  dauntlefs  va- 
lour of  Albuquerque.  And  the  king  of  Ormuz  fubmit- 
ted  to  vaflalage.  Lords  of  the  feas  alfo,  the  Portuguefe 
permitted  no  fliip  to  fail  without  a  Portuguefe  paffport. 
Nor  was  this  regarded,  when  avarice  prompted  that  the 
paflport  was  forged  f .  A  rich  fhip  of  Cananor  was  on 
this  pretence  taken  and  plundered,  and  the  unhappy  crew, 
to  conceal  the  villainy,  were  fewed  up  in  the  fail-cloths 
and  drowned.  Vaz,  it  is  true,  the  commander  of  this 
horrid  deed,  was  broken.  But  the  bodies  of  the  Moors 
were  thrown  on  fhore  by  the  tide,  and  the  king  of  Ca- 
nanor, the  valuable  ally  of  Portugal,  in  revenge  of  this 
treachery,  joined  the  Zamorim,  and  declared  war  againft 
the  Portuguefe.  Another  powerful  armament,  command- 
ed by  Mir  Hocem,  a  chief  of  great  valour,  was  fent  by 
the  Soldan.     Perfia  alfo  affifted.     And  even  the  mountains 

of 

f  Sometimes,  in  plnce  of  a  pafs,  the  Moorifh  vefTels  carried   their  own 
letters  of  condemnation.     As  thus,  The  oiuner  rf  this  foip  is  a  -very  - 
Moor.     Jdefire  thefrfi  Portuguefe  Captain  to  -whom  this  isjbcivn  may  ni.dc  prize, 
of  her.     Vid.  Faria. 
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of  Dalmatia  %>  by  the  connivance  of  Venice,  were  robbed 
of  their  forefts,  to  build  navies  in  Arabia  to  militate  againft 
the  Portuguefe. 

Almeyda  fent  his  brave  fon  Lorenzo  to  give  battle  to 
Mir  Hocem,  but  Lorenzo  fell  the  victim  of  his  romantic 
bravery.  While  the  father  prepared  to  revenge  the  death 
of  his  fon,  his  recall,  and  the  appointment  of  Albuquerque 
to  fucceed  him,  arrived  from  Europe ;  but  Almeyda 
refufed  to  refign  tjll  he  had  revenged  his  fon's  defeat.  On 
this,  a  difpute  between  the  two  governors  arofe,  of  fatal 
confequence  to  the  Portuguefe  intereft  in  Afia.  Albuquerque 
was  imprifoned,  and  future  governors  often  urged  this 
example  on  both  fides  of  the  queftion,  both  to  protract 
the  continuance,  and  prefs  the  infbnt  furrender  of  office. 
Almeyda,  having  defeated  the  Zamorim  and  his  Egyptian 
allies,  failed  for  Europe  §,  crowned  with  military  laurels. 
But  though  thus  plumed  in  the  vulgar  eye,  his  eftablifh- 
ments  were  contrary  to  the  fpirit  of  commerce.  He 
fought,  indeed,  and  conquered  ;  but  he  left  more  ene- 
mies of  the  Portuguefe  in  the  Eaft  than  he  found  there. 
The  honours  he  attained  were  like  his,  who  having  ex- 
tinguished a  few  houfes  on  fire,  marches  out  of  a  city  in 
triumph,  forgetful  of  the  glowing  embers  left  in  every 
corner,  ready  to  burft  forth  in  a  general  flame.     It  was 

left 

$  The  timber  was  brought  through  the  Mediterranean  to  Cairo,  ajid 
from  thence  was  carried  by  camels  to  the  port  of  Suez. 
.  his  fate,  p.  125. 
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left  for  the  great  Albuquerque  to  eftablifti  the  Portuguefe 
empire  in  Afia  on  a  furer  bads,  on  acts  of  mutual  bene- 
fit to  the  foreign  colonifts  and  native  princes. 

Albuquerque,  as  foon  as  he  entered  upon  his  government, 
turned  his  thoughts  to  the  folid  eftablifhment  of  the  Por- 
tuguefe empire.  To  extinguifh  the  power  of  Calicut,  and 
to  erect  a  fortified  capital  for  the  feat  of  government,  were 
his  firft  defigns ;  and  in  thefe  he  was  greatly  affifted, 
both  by  the  arms  and  the  counfel  of  Timoja  the  pirate, 
who,  very  much  injured  by  the  Indian  princes,  was  glad 
to  enter  into  alliance  with  the  Portuguefe.  Don  Fernando 
Coutinho,  previous  to  the  advancement  of  Albuquerque, 
had  arrived  in  India,  vefted  with  a  difcretionary  power  in- 
dependent of  the  will  of  the  governor.  The  natural  con- 
fequences  of  this  extraordinary  policy  foon  appeared. 
With  thirty  veffels  ani  2400  men,  Albuquerque  and 
Coutinho  failed  from  Cochin  to  befiege  Calicut.  It  was 
agreed,  that  the  troops  under  Coutinho  fhould  have  the 
honour  to  land  firft.  Thofe  under  Albuquerque,  howe- 
ver, galled  by  the  enemy,  leapt  firft  afhore.  Coutinho, 
on  this,  roughly  upbraided  him  :  To  conquer  the  feebk  In- 
dians•,  he  faid,  ivas  no  fuch  honour  as  fome  boajled.  And  I 
nuill  tell  the  king  of  Portugal,  he  added,  that  I  entered  tfa 
palace  of  the  Zamorim  with  only  my  cane  in  my  hand.  Albu- 
querque remonftrated  the  danger  of  rafhnefs  in  vain. 
Coutinho  ordered  Jafper  de  Gama,  the  Polonian  Jew,  to 
conduct  him  to  the  palace ;  to  which,  with  800  men,  he 

marched 
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marched  in  confufed  fpeed.  Albuquerque,  whofe  mag- 
nanimity couid  revenge  no  infult  when  his  country's  inte- 
reft  was  at  ftake  in  the  hour  of  battle,  followed  in  good 
order  with  600  men,  and  left  others  properly  ftationed, 
to  fecure  a  retreat ;  for  he  forefaw  deftruction.  Coutinho, 
after  feveral  attacks,  at  laft,  with  the  lofs  of  many  men, 
entered  the  palace,  and  gave  his  foldiers  liberty  to  plunder. 
All  was  now  diforder  among  them.  And  Albuquerque, 
who  perceived  it,  entreated  Coutinho,  by  mefTage,  to  be- 
ware of  a  fiercer  attack.  He  was  anfwered,  He  might  take 
care  of  the  troops  under  his  oivn  command.  After  two  hours 
fpent  in  plundering  the  palace,  Coutinho  fet  fire  to  it, 
and  marched  out.  But  ere  he  could  join  Albuquerque, 
both  parties  were  furrounded  by  enraged  multitudes. 
Coutinho  and  his  braveft  officers  fell  j  Albuquerque  was 
wounded  by  arrows  in  the  neck  and  left  arm.  At  laft, 
ftruck  on  the  bread  by  a  large  ftone,  he  dropped  down, 
to  appearance  dead.  On  his  fliield  he  was  carried  off  with 
great  difficulty.  All  was  confufion  in  the  retreat,  till  the 
body  of  referve,  placed  by  Albuquerque,  came  up,  and 
repulfed  the  enemy.  Albuquerque  was  carried  on  board 
without  hope  of  recovery.  His  health,  however,  was  ref- 
tored  at  Cochin,  and  the  Zamorim  allowed  a  fort  to  be 
built  near  Calicut,  and  fubmitted  to  the  terms  of  peace 
propofed  by  the  Portuguefe  governor. 

The  ifland  of  Goa,  on  the  coaft  of  Decan,  a  molt  com- 
modious fituation  for  the  feat  of  empire,  and  whofe  prince 

had 
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had  been  treacherous  to  Gama,  after  various  uefperate  en- 
gagements, was  at  laft  yielded  to  Albuquerque.  Accord- 
ing to  his  defign,  he  fortified  it  in  the  beft  manner,  and 
rendered  it  of  the  utmoft  confequence  to  the  prefer  vat  ion 
of  the  Portuguefe  power.  He  now  turned  his  thoughts  to 
ft^placa,  the  great  mart  of  the  eaftern  half  of  the  oriental 
world.  Under  the  government  of  Almeyda,  Sequeira  had 
failed  thither,  and  while  about  fettling  a  treaty  with  the 
natives,  narrowly  efcaped  a  treacherous  maffacre,  in  which 
feveral  of  his  men  were  flain.  Albuquerque  offered  peace 
and  commerce,  but  demanded  atonement  for  this  injury. 
His  terms  were  rejected,  and  this  important  place,  won  by 
moft  aftonifhing  victories,  was  now  added  to  the  Portu- 
guefe dominion. 

Albuquerque  now  devoted  his  attention  to  the  grand  ob- 
ject of  his  wifhes,  the  permanent  eftablifhment  of  the  Por- 
tuguefe dominion  in  Afia.  His  ideas  were  great  and  com- 
prehenfive  •,  and  his  plan,  perhaps,  the  beft  ever  produced 
under  an  arbitrary  government.  His  predeceflbr  Almey- 
da had  the  fame  object  in  view,  but  he  thought  the  con- 
queft  and  fettlement  of  cities  would  weaken  and  divide  the 
Portuguefe  ftrength.  Superiority  at  fea  he  efteemed  as  the 
fureft  method  to  command  all  India ;  and  one  fafe  ftation, 
where  the  fhips  might  winter,  was  all  the  eftabhihment  he 
defired.  Albuquerque  on  the  contrary,  deemed  the  pof- 
leffion  of  many  harbours,  and  adjoining  territory,  as  the 
only  effectual  means  to  enfure  the  continuance  of  the  na- 
val 
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val  fuperiority.  He  efteemed  the  fupply  of  the  regal  mo- 
nopoly, fays  Oforius,  as  an  inferior  consideration ;  to  en- 
large and  render  permanent  the  revenues  of  fovereignty 
was  his  grand  defign.  As  one  tempeft  might  deftroy  the 
Strength  of  their  navy,  while  there  was  only  one  harbour 
to  afford  refuge,  he  confidered  the  Portuguefe  dominion 
not  only  as  very  infecure,  but  alfo  as  extremely  precarious, 
while  they  depended  upon  military  and  naval  fupplies  from 
Lifbon.  To  prevent  and  remedy  thefe  apparent  evils  was 
therefore  his  ambition  and  for  thefe  purpofes  he  extended 
his  Settlements  from  Ormuz  in  Perfia  to  the  Chinefe  fea. 
He  eltablifhed  cuftom-houfes  in  every  port,  to  receive  the 
king's  duties  on  merchandife ;  and  the  vaft  revenue  which 
arofe  from  thefe  and  the  tribute  of  the  vafTal  princes,  gave 
a  fan&ion  to  his  fyftem.  At  Goa,  the  capital  of  this  new 
empire,  he  coined  money,  conftituted  a  council  chamber 
for  the  government  of  the  city,  and  here  and  at  all  his  fet- 
tlements  he  erected  courts  of  juftice  §,  and  gave  new  regu- 
lations to  fuch  as  had  been  formerly  eftablifhed.  And  that 
this  empire  might  be  able  to  levy  armies  and  build  fleets  in 
its  own  defence,  he  encouraged  the  marriage  of  the  Portu- 
guefe 

§  Utimutirajab,  a  native  of  Java,  and  one  of  the  greateft  men  of  Malaca, 
was,  together  with  his  fon,  and  fon-in-la  v.  detected  in  a  confpiracy  againft 
the  Poitugueie.  For  this  they  were  publicly  tried  in  the  court  eftablifh- 
ed by  Albuquerque  ;  were  co.vlemned,  and  publicly  executed.  This  is 
the  firfl  inftance  of  the  execution  of  natives  under  the  authority  of  Euru- 
pean  courts. 
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guefe  with  the  natives  f .  His  female  captives  he  treated 
with  the  utmoft  kindnefs,  and  having  married  them  to  his 
foldiers,  gave  them  fettlements  in  the  illandof  Goa.  And 
hence,  during  the  regency  of  John  de  Caftro,  little  more 
than  thirty  years  after,  thejiland  of  Goa  itfelf  was  able  to 
build  the  fleets  and  to  levy  the  armies,  which,  by  laving 
the  important  fort  and  city  of  Dio,  preferved  the  Portu- 
guefe  intereft  in  India. 

In  confequence  of  his  plan  of  empire,  Albuquerque  con- 
ftituted  Malaca  the  capital  of  the  eaftern  part  of  the  Portu- 
guefe  dominion.  Here,  as  at  Goa,  he  coined  money,  and 
by  his  juftice,  and  affable,  generous  manner,  won  the  af- 
fection and  efteem  of  the  people  whom  he  had  conquered. 
He  received  from,  and  fent  ambaiTadors  to  the  king  of  Siam 
and  other  princes,  to  whom  he  offered  the  trade  of  Malaca 
on  more  advantageous  conditions  than  it  had  hitherto  been. 
And  an  immenfe  commerce  from  China  and  all  the  adja- 
cent regions  foon  filled  that  harbour.  For  here,  as  at  Or- 
muz  and  Goa,  the  reduction  which  he  made  in  the  cuftoms, 
gave  an  increafe  of  trade  which  almoft  doubled  the  revenue 
of  the  king  of  Portugal.  When  Albuquerque  returned  to 
Goa,  he  was  received,  fays  Faria,  as  a  father  by  his  family. 

The 

f  The  defcendants  of  theft:  marriages  people  the  coafls  of  the  Eaft  at 
this  day.  They  arc  called  Mcftcos  or  Meflizes,  are  become  lavages,  fpeak  a 
broken  Portuguefe,  called  lingua  Franca  by  the  fajl-jrs.  Many  of  the  black 
fervants  brought  to  Europe  arc  of  this  race. 
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The  ifland  was  at  this  time  befieged  by  20,000  of  Hydai 
Can,  the  lord  of  Decan's  troops,  yet  victory  declared  for 
Albuquerque.  But  to  difpiay  the  terror  of  the  Portuguefe 
arms  was  only  the  fecond  motive  of  this  great  man.  To 
convince  the  Indian  princes  of  the  value  of  his  friendship 
was  his  firil  care,  and  treaties  of  commerce  were  with  mu- 
tual fatisfa'clion  concluded  with  the  king  of  Bifnagar,  the 
king  of  Narfinga,  and  other  powerful  princes.  The  city 
of  Aden,  near  the  mouth  of  the  Red  Sea,  was  of  great  im- 
portance to  the  fleets  of  the  Soldan.  Albuquerque  twice 
attacked  this  place,  but  could  not  carry  it  for  want  of  mi- 
litary ftores.  By  the  veflels,  however,  which  he  kept  on 
thefe  coafts,  he  gave  a  fevere  wound  to  the  Egyptian  and 
Moorilh  commerce  ;  and  by  the  eftablifhments  which  he 
made  in  India,  entirely  ruined  it.  Mahomet,  the  ex- 
pelled tyrant  of  Malaca,  aflifted  by  20,000  Javans  attempt- 
ed to  recover  his  throne  ;  but  the  wifh  of  the  people  was 
fulfilled,  and  Albuquerque,  who  failed  to  its  relief,  was 
again  victorious.  The  Perfians,  to  whom  Ormuz  had  been 
tributary,  endeavoured  to  bring  it  again  under  their  yoke  *; 

but 

*  When  the  Perfians  fent  a  demand  of  tribute,  Albuquerque  faid  it 
mould  be  paid  ;  and  a  large  filver  balbn,  under  cover,  was  piefented  to 
the  ambaflador.  When  uncovered,  leaden  bullets  and  points  of  fpears  ap- 
peared. There,  faid  Albuquerque,  is  the  tribute  which  the  kings  of  Por- 
tugal pay.  Admiration  of  the  virtues  of  their  enemies  was  the  ancient 
character  of  the  Perfians.  Il'mael  the  Sophi  from  whom  Ormuz  was  rent, 
foon  after  profelTed  the  highcfl  idea  of  the  valour  of  Albuquerque.  He  court- 
ed his  friendlhip,  and  fent  ambafladors  to  Emmanuel.  In  this  correfpond- 
ence  the  progrefs  of  fire-arms  in  the  eaft  may  be  traced.  In  15 15  he  folicit- 
cd  that  Portuguefe  artifts  might  be  fent  to  teach  his  fubjefts  the  art  of 
caflin^  cannon.    Vid.  Ofor.  I.  x. 
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but    Albuquerque  haftened  from  Malaca,  and  totally  de- 
feated them,  to  the  fincere  joy  of  the  inhabitants.     Here 
he  fell  fick,  and  being  advifed  by  his  phyficians  to  go  to 
India  for  the  recovery  of  his  health,  the  king  of  Ormuz, 
who  called  him  his  father,  parted  from  him  with  tears.    On 
his  way  to  India  he  received  intelligence,  that  a  fleet,  arriv- 
ed  from  Portugal,  had  brought  his  recall ;    that  Lopez 
Soarez  was  appointed  to  fucceed  him,  and  that  Iago  Men- 
dez  was  come  to  be  governor  of  Cochin.    When  he  heard 
this,  he  exclaimed,  Are  thofe  ivhom  I  fent  prifoners  to  Por- 
tugal for  heinous  crimes,  are  thofe  returned  to  be  governors  t 
Old  nun,   Oh,  for  thy  grave  !    Thou  haft  incurred  the  kings 
difpleafure  for  the  fake  of  the  ftbj eels,  and  the  fubjecls  for  the 
fake  of  the  king .'     Old  man,  fy  to  thy  grave,    and  retain  that 
honour  thou  hafl  ever  preferved !    A  profound   melancholy 
now  feized  him  ;  but   finding  the  certain  approaches  of 
death,  he  recovered  his  cheerfulnefs,  and  with  great  fer- 
vour gave  thanks  to  God,  that  a  new  governor  was  ready 
to  fucceed  him.      On  the  bar  of  Goa,  in  the  fixty-third 
year  of  his  age,  he  breathed  his  laft  f,  after  a  regency  of 
vol.   i.  H  little 


f  A  little  before  he  died  he  wrote  this  manly  letter  to  the  king  of  Por- 
tugal. "  Under  the  pangs  of  death,  in  the  difficult  breathing  of  the  laft  hour,  I 
write  this  my  Lift  letter  to  your  Highnefs  ;  the  lajl  of  many  I  have  -written  to  yon 
full  of  life,  for  I  ivas  then  employed  in  your  fer-vice.  I  have  afn,  Bias  de  Albu- 
querque ;  I  entreat  your  Highnefs  to  make  him  as  great  as  my  fer-oices  defense.  The 
affairs  of  J ndit  i  will  anfiver  for  themfclves,  and  for  me"  Ofoiius  fays,  the  lat- 
ter part  of  the  Gofpcl  of  John  was,  at  his  defire,  repeatedly  read  to  him  ; 
and  he  expired  with  the  greateft  compofure.  Long  after  his  death  his  bones 
were  brought  to  Portugal ;  but  it  was  with  great  difficulty,  and  after  lon^ 
delays,  etc  the  inhabitants  of  Goa  would  confent  to  part  with  his  remains. 


cxxx  PORTUGUESE    ASIA, 

little  more  than  five  years.  Yet  in  this  fhort  fpace,  he  not 
only  opened  all  the  eaftern  world  to  the  commerce  of  Por- 
tugal, but  by  the  regulations  of  his  humane  and  exalted 
policy,  by  the  ftricl:  distribution  of  juftice  which  he  efta- 
blifhed,  fecured  its  power  on  a  bafis,  which  nothing  but  the 
difcontinuance  of  his  meafures  could  fubvert.  Under  Al- 
buquerque the  proud  boaft  of  the  hiftorian  Faria  was  jufti- 
hed.  The  trophies  of  our  vicloriesy  fays  he,  are  not  bruifed 
helmets  and  warlike  engines  hung  on  the  trees  of  the  mountains  ,- 
but  cities,  ifiands,  and  kingdoms ,  Jirjl  humbled  under  our  feet ', 
and  then  joyfully  nvcr/hipping  our  government.  The  princes  of 
India,  who  viewed  Albuquerque  as  their  father,  clothed 
themfelves  in  mourning  on  his  death,  for  they  had  expe- 
rienced the  happinefs  and  protection  which  his  fricndfhip 
gave  them.  And  the  fincerity  of  their  grief  fhewed  Em- 
manuel what  a  fubject  he  had  loft.  He  was  buried  at  Goa,. 
and  it  became  cuftomary  for  the  Mohammedan  and  Gen- 
too  inhabitants  of  that  city,  when  injured  by  the  Portu- 
guefe,  to  come  and  weep  at  his  tomb,  utter  their  complaints 
to  his  manes t  and  call  upon  his  God  to  revenge  their 
wrongs. 

Accuftomed  to  the  affable  manners  of  Albuquerque,  the 
referved  haughty  dignity  affumed  by  Soarez  gave  the  Indi- 
an allies  of  Portugal  the  firft  proof  that  the  mourning 
which  they  wore  for  his  predeceffor  was  not  without  caufe. 
Now,  fay  the  Portuguefe  authors,  commenced  the  period 
when  the  foluier  no  more  followed  the  dictates  of  honour  ; 

when, 
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when  thofe  who  had  been  captains,  became  traders,  and 
rapacious  plunderers  of  the  innocent  natives.  Hitherto 
the  loading  of  the  king's  veflels  had  been  the  principal  mer- 
cantile bufinefs  of  the  Portuguefe.  They  now  more  parti- 
cularly interfered  with  the  commerce  of  the  Moors  and 
Indians.  Many  quitted  the  military  fervice,  and  became 
private  adventurers  ;  and  many  who  yearly  arrived  from 
Portugal,  in  place  of  entering  into  the  king's  fervice,  fol- 
lowed this  example.  But  their  commerce  was  entirely 
confined  to  the  harbours  of  the  Eaft,  for  it  was  the  fole 
prerogative  of  the  king  to  fend  cargoes  to  Europe.  This 
coafting  trade  in  the  hands  of  the  Portuguefe  increafed  the 
revenue  of  the  royal  cuftom-houfes.  But  the  hidden  riches 
which  it  promifed,  drew  into  it  many  more  adventurers 
than,  it  was  feared,  the  military  government  of  India 
could  afford  to  lofe.  And  thence  the  difcouragement  of 
this  trade  was  efteemed  the  duty,  and  became  a  principal 
object  of  the  Portuguefe  viceroys.  And  indeed  in  its  bell 
ftate  it  was  only  worthy  of  tranfported  felons.  It  was  go- 
verned by  no  certain  laws.  The  courts  eftablifhed  by  Al- 
buquerque were  either  corrupted  or  without  power,  and 
the  petty  governor  of  every  petty  fort  was  arbitrary  in  his 
harbour.  Under  thefe  difadvantages,  fo  inaufpicious  to 
honeft  induftry,  the  Portuguefe  adventurers  in  this  coaft- 
ing trade  became  mere  pirates,  and  it  was  ufual  for  them 
to  procure  the  loading  of  their  ihips,  fays  Faria,  in  the 
military  way,  as  if  upon  the  forage  in  an  enemy's  country. 
Nor  was  this  coafting  trade  folely  in  the  hands  of  private 
H  2  adventurers. 
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adventurers.  The  king  had  a  large  fhare  in  it,  and  undoubt- 
edly the  mod  advantageous.  This  is  confirmed  by  Faria 
(fub.  ann.  1 540  and  1  54 1 )  who  mentions  his  majefty's  goods 
carried  from  port  to  port,  and  committed  from  one  officer 
to  the  charge  of  another.  Such  was  the  miferable  ftate  of 
the  free  trade  of  the  Portuguefe  in  India,  a  trade,  whofe 
fuperior  advantages,  (for  fuperior  advantages  muft  be  im- 
plied in  the  argument)  have  lately  been  held  forth f  as  an 
example  and  proof  of  the  expediency  of  depriving  the  Eng- 
lish Eaft  India  Company  of  their  charter.  In  the  conclu- 
fion  we  mall  cite  the  words  of  the  philofopher  to  whom  we 
allude.  And  an  attention  to  the  facts  of  this  hiftory  will 
prepare  the  reader  for  a  difcuffion  of  that  important 
queftion. 

Where  there  are  no  fixed  laws  of  fupreme  authority, 
immediate  confufion  muft  follow  the  removal  of  the  beft 
governor.  Such  confufion  conftituted  the  political  cha- 
racter of  the  regency  of  Soarez.  His  military  expeditions 
do  him  as  little  honour.  Having  performed  the  parade  of 
a  new  governor,  in  vifiting  the  forts,  and  in  breaking  and 
raifing  officers,  Soarez  prepared,  according  to  his  orders, 
to  reduce  the  coafts  of  the  Red  Sea  to  the  obedience  of 
Portugal.  Another  great  Egyptian  fleet,  commanded  by 
a  Turk,  named  Raez  Solyman,  had  failed  from  Suez  ;  and 
Soarez,  with  twenty-feven  fhips,  fet  fail  in  fearch  of  it. 

When 

f  In  Smith's  Inquiry  into  the  Nature  and  Caufet  of  the  Wealth  of  Nations. 
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When  he  came  before  Aden,  he  found  that  ftrong  city  de- 
fencelefs.  The  governor  had  offended  the  court  of  Egypt, 
and  Solyman,  by  order  of  the  Soldan,  had  levelled  a  part 
of  the  wall.     The  governor  of  Aden,  thus  at  his  mercy, 
artfully   offered   the   keys   to   Soarez,  and  intreated  his 
friendship.     Secure  of  the  Moor's  honefty,  Soarez  delayed 
to  take  poffeffion,  till  he  had  given  battle  to  the  Soldan's 
fleet.     This  he  found  in  the  port  of  Gidda  or  Jodda,  un- 
der protection  of  the  cannon  of  the  walls.     He  therefore 
did  not  engage  it ;  and  after  burning  a  few  defencelefs 
towns,  he  returned  to  Aden.     But  the  breaches  of  the 
fort  were  now  repaired,  and  his  own  force,  which  had  fuf- 
fered  greatly  by  tempeftuous  weather  in  the  Red  Sea,  was, 
he  deemed,  unable  to  take  that  city,  which  now  refilled  to 
furrender.     While  Soarez  was  employed  in  this  inglorious 
expedition,  Goa  was  reduced  to  the  greateft  danger.     A 
quarrel  about  a  Portuguefe  deferter  had  kindled  a  war, 
and  Hydal  Can,  with  an  army  of  30,000  men,  laid  iiege 
to  that  important  city.  But  the  arrival  of  three  Portuguefe 
fliips  railed  the  liege,  at  a  time  when  famine  had  almolt 
brought  the  garriibn  to  defpair.     Nor  was  Malaca  happier 
than  Goa.     The  uncurbed  tyranny  of  the  Portuguefe  had 
almoft  driven  trade  from  that  harbour,  and  the  dethroned 
king  once  more  invaded  the  ifland  with  a  great  army.    But 
Alexis  de  Menezes,  appointed  governor  of  that  place,  ar- 
rived, in  the  moft  critical  time,  with  300  men,  and  faved 
Malaca.  The  trade  with  China  after  this  greatly  increafed, 
and  the  king  of  Ceylon,    with  whom  Albuquerque  had 

eftablifhed 
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eftablifhed  a  valuable  commerce,  was  compelled  by  Soarez 
to  pay  tribute  to  the  king  of  Portugal.  A  furveyor  of  the 
king's  revenue  about  tbis  time  arrived  in  India,  vefted  with 
a  power,  which  interfered  with,  and  leffened  that  of  the 
governor.  Kence  complaints  and  appeals  were  by  every 
fleet  carried  to  Europe,  and  by  every  fleet  that  returned 
the  removal  of  officers  was  brought.  Integrity  now  afford- 
ed no  protection,  and  to  amzfs  wealth  with  tbe  utmoft  ex- 
pedition, was  now  the  bcft  way  to  fecure  its  poffefiion. 
Rapacity  prevailed  among  the  Portuguefe,  and  all  was 
difcontent  among  the  natives,  when  in  1518,  after  a  re- 
gency of  about  three  years,  Soarez  was  recalled,  and  in 
power  and  title  of  governor  fucceeded  by  Iago  Lopez  de 
Sequeyra.  Albuquerque  left  Portuguefe  Afia  in  the  moft 
flourifhing  condition.  Soarez  left  every  thing  embarraff- 
ed,  and  in  the  decline.  Albuquerque  was  dreadful  to  his 
enemies  in  war,  and  to  his  foldiers  on  the  leaft  appearance 
of  difobedience  :  but  at  other  times,  his  engaging  man- 
ners won  the  hearts  of  all.  And  his  knowledge  of  hu- 
man nature,  which  formed  his  political  conduct,  was  of 
the  firft  rate.  Soarez,  on  the  contrary,  the  man  who  re- 
fufed  an  equitable  treaty  offered  by  the  Zamorim,  and  was 
for  fuch  acts  of  incapacity  fent  prlfoner  to  Lifbon  by  Al- 
buquerque, betrayed  in  all  his  tranfaclions  the  meaneft 
abilities.  All  his  capacity  feemed  to  reach  no  farther  than 
to  preferve  that  folemn  face  of  dignity,  that  haughty  re- 
ferred importance  with  which  men  of  flender  abilities 
tranfact  the  moft  trifling  affairs ;    a  folemnity  of  which 

heavy 
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heavy  intellects  are  extremely  jealous  and  careful,  which 
the  ignorant  revere,  and  which  the  intelligent  defpife. 

Sequeyra,  the  difcoverer  of  Malaca,  began  his  regency 
with  the  relief  of  that  important  mart ;  and  the  king  of 
Bintam,  the  befieger,  after  feveral  attempts,  was  compel- 
led to  fubmit  to  a  treaty  dictated  by  the  Portuguefe. 
Forty-eight  mips,  under  the  command  of  the  governor, 
failed  to  reduce  the  ftrong  fort  and  harbour  of  Diu  or 
Dio,  on  the  coaft  of  Cambaya,  an  object  of  great  impor- 
tance to  the  Portuguefe,  but  nothing  was  attempted. 
Continual  fkirmifhes,  however,  dyed  every  fhore  with 
blood,  while  no  method  of  cultivating  the  friendfhip  of 
the  hoftile  natives  was  even  in  view.  Every  thing  on  the 
contrary  tended  to  inflame  them.  John  de  Borba,  fhip- 
wrecked  on  the  coaft  of  Achem,  was  generoufly  relieved 
by  the  fovereign.  George  de  Brito  arrived  foon  after, 
and  Borba  informed  him,  that  in  the  fepulchres  of  the 
kings  were  immenfe  treafures  of  gold ;  and  that  the  pre- 
fent  king,  his  benefactor,  had  formerly  robbed  fome  Por- 
tuguefe vefTels.  Brito,  at  the  head  of  200  men,  immedi- 
ately began  hoftilities,  but  was  defeated  and  killed,  and 
the  kings  of  Achem  became  the  inveterate  enemies  of  the 
Portuguefe,  and  often  gave  them  infinite  trouble.  The 
Malucco  iflands  were  now  difcovered.  The  kings  of  thefe, 
at  ftrife  with  each  other,  were  each  earneft  for  the  alli- 
ance of  the  Portuguefe.  But  they,  led  by  their  ufual 
ideas,    foon   involved    themfelves  in  war   and    (laughter. 

Ormuz, 
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Ormuz,  where  Albuquerque  was  beloved  as  a  father,  was 
now  unable  to  bear  the  Portuguefe  yoke.  The  tribute 
was  railed,  and  the  king  complained  that  his  revenues 
could  not  afford  to  pay  it.  Sequeyra  on  this  fent  Portu- 
guefe officers  to  impofe  and  collect  the  king's  cuftoms. 
This  impolitical  ftep  was  Toon  followed  by  its  natural  con- 
fequencc.  The  infolence  and  oppreffion  of  the  officers 
produced  a  revolt.  Sequeyra,  however,  defeated  the  peo- 
ple of  Ormuz,  and  almoft  doubled  the  tribute  which  be- 
fore they  were  unable  to  pay.  It  is  truly  aftonifhing  how 
men  fhould  expect  that  dominion  thus  fupported  fhould 
continue  long  ;  that  they  could  not  fee  that  fuch  victories 
both  fowed  and  nourifhed  the  feeds  of  future  war.  Even 
the  Portuguefe  hiftorians  adopted  the  impolitical  uncom- 
mercial ideas  of  their  governors.  Faria  y  Soufa  makes  an 
apology  for  mentioning  the  fate  of  the  firft  Portuguefe 
who  traded  to  China,  calls  it  a  matter  of  commerce,  a 
fubjecl  unworthy  of  grave  hiftory.  The  political  philofo- 
pher,  hov/ever,  will  efteem  it  of  more  importance,  and 
will  draw  the  beft  of  precepts  from  it.  The  king  of  Por- 
tugal defirous  of  the  trade  of  China,  fent  an  ambaffador 
and  one  of  his  captains  to  propofe  a  commercial  alliance. 
The  ambaffador  was  gladly  received,  and  fent  by  land  to 
Nankin,  and  the  honourable  behaviour  of  Pedro  de  An- 
drade  gained  the  important  traffic  of  the  harbour  of  Can- 
ton. On  this  officer's  return  to  India,  Sequeyra  the  go- 
vernor fent  Simon  de  Andrade,  brother  to  Pedro,  with 
five  fhips  to  China ;   and  whatever  were  his  instructions, 

the 
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the  abfurdity  of  his  actions  was  only  equalled  by  his  grofs 
infolence.  As  if  he  had  arrived  among  beings  of  an  infe- 
rior order,  he  aflumed  an  authority  like  that  which  is 
claimed  by  man  over  the  brute  creation.  He  feized  the 
ifland  of  Tamou,  oppofite  to  Canton.  Here  he  erected 
a  fort  and  a  gallows ;  and  while  he  plundered  the  mer- 
chants, the  wives  and  daughters  of  the  principal  inhabi- 
tants were  dragged  from  their  friends  to  his  garrifon,  and 
the  gibbet  punifhed  refiftance.  Nor  did  he  flop  even 
here.  The  Portuguefe  in  India  wanted  flaves,  and  An- 
drade  thought  he  had  found  the  proper  nurfery.  He 
publifhed  his  defign  to  buy  the  youth  of  both  fexes,  and 
in  this  inhuman  traffic  he  was  fupplied  by  the  moft  pro- 
fligate of  the  natives.  Thefe  proceedings,  however,  were 
foon  known  to  the  emperor  of  China,  and  the  Portuguefe 
ambafTador  and  his  retinue  died  the  death  of  fpies.  An- 
drade  was  attacked  by  the  Chinefe  Itao,  or  admiral,  and 
efcaped  with  much  lofs,  by  the  favour  of  a  tempeft,  after 
being  forty  days  harafTed  by  a  fleet  greatly  fuperior  to  his 
own.  Next  year,  Alonzo  de  Melo,  ignorant  of  thefe 
tranfactions,  entered  the  harbour  of  Canton  with  four 
veiTels.  But  his  fhips  were  inftantly  feized,  and  the  crews 
mafTacred,  as  fpies  and  robbers,  by  the  enraged  Chinefe. 
And  though  the  Portuguefe  afterwards  were  permitted  to 
fome  trade  with  China,  it  was  upon  very  reftricled  and 
difgraceful  *  conditions,    conditions   which  treated   them 

as 

•  The  Chinefe  had  too   much   Dutch   policy  utterly  to  expel  any  mer- 
chandize from   their  harbours.    A  few  years  after  this,  the  Portuguefe 

who 
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as  a  nation  of  pirates,  as  men  who  were  not  to  be  truft- 

ed  unlefs  fettered  and  watched. 

"While  Sequeyra  was  engaged  in  a  fecond  attempt  upon 
Dio,  Duarte  de  Menzes  arrived  in  India,  and  fucceeded 
him  in  office.  Unmeaning  (laughter  on  the  coafts  of  Ma- 
dagafcar,  the  Red  Sea,  India,  and  the  Malucco  iflands, 
comprife  the  whole  hiftory  of  his  regency. 

About  this  time  died  Emmanuel,  king  of  Portugal.  If 
this  hiftory  feem  to  arraign  his  government,  it  will  alfo 
prove  how  difficult  it  is  for  the  molt  vigilant  prince  al- 
ways to  receive  juft  intelligence.  For  Emmanuel  was  both 
a  great  and  a  good  king.  Of  great  vigilance  in  council, 
of  great  magnanimity  in  the  execution  of  all  his  enterpri- 
zes  :  of  great  capacity  in  diftinguifhing  the  abilities  of  men, 
and  naturally  liberal  in  the  reward  of  merit.  If  fuch  a 
prince  as  Emmanuel  erred,  if  his  adminiftration  of  Indian 
affairs  in  any  inftance  arraign  his  policy,  let  it  thence  be 

inferred, 

who  brought  gold  from  Africa  and  fpicery  from  India  were  allowed  to  pur- 
chafe  the  lilks,  porcelain,  and  tea  of  China,  at  the  port  of  Sanciam.  And 
an  event,  which  refutes  all  the  Jefuitical  accounts  of  the  greatnefs  of  the 
power  and  perfection  of  the  Chinefe  government,  foon  gave  them  a  better 
fettlement.  A  pirate,  named  Tchang-fi-lao,  made  himfelf  mafter  of  the 
little  ifland  of  Macao.  Here  he  built  fleets  which  blocked  up  the  ports  of 
China,  and  laid  fiege  to  Canton  itfelf.  In  thiscrifis  of  diftrefs  the  Chinefe 
implored  the  affiflance  of  the  Portuguefe,  whom  they  had  lately  expelled 
as  the  worft  of  mankind.  Two  or  three  Portuguefe  floops  effected  what 
the  potent  empire  of  China  could  not  do,  and  the  ifland  of  Macao  was  given 
them  by  the  emperor,  in  reward  of  this  eminent  fervice.  The  porcelain  of 
China  is  not  fo  brittle,  nor  the  figures  upon  it  more  awkward,  than  the 
Chinefe  ftrcngth  and  policy  mult  appear  in  the  light  which  this  event 
throws  upon  them. 
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inferred,  what  exactitude  of  intelligence  is  necefiary  to  the 
happy  government  of  a  diftant  colony. 

The  maladminiftration  of  Indian  affairs  was  now  the  po- 
pular complaint  at  the  court  of  Lifbon.  The  traffic  of 
India,  which  had  raifed  the  Caliphs  of  Egypt  to  the  height 
of  their  formidable  power,  and  which  had  enriched  Ve- 
nice, was  now  found  fcarcely  fufficient  to  fupport  the  mi- 
litary method  of  commanding  it,  practifed  by  the  Portu- 
guefe.  A  general  of  the  firft  abilities  was  wanted,  and 
the  celebrated  Vafco  de  Gama,  old  as  he  now  was,  ho- 
noured with  the  title  of  Count  de  Vidigueyra,  was  ap- 
pointed Viceroy  by  John  III.  In  1524,  Gama,  arrived 
the  third  time  in  India.  Cochin,  the  faithful  ally  and 
chief  trading  port  of  the  Portuguefe,  was  threatened  by  a 
powerful  army  of  the  Zamorim,  and  the  Indian  feas  were 
infefted  by  numberlefs  fleets  of  the  Moors,  whom  their 
enemies  called  pirates.  To  fupprefs  thefe  Gama  fent  dif- 
ferent fquadrons,  which  were  fuccefsful  in  executing  his 
orders.  But  while  he  meditated  far  greater  defigns,  de- 
figns  of  the  fame  exalted  and  liberal  policy  which  had  been 
begun  by  himfelf,  and  fo  glorioufly  profecuted  by  Albu- 
querque, death,  at  the  end  of  three  months,  clofed  the 
regency  of  Gama.  It  was  the  cuftom  of  the  kings  of 
Portugal  to  fend  commiffions,  or  writs  of  fuccefflon, 
fealed  up,  to  Indb,  with  orders,  which  mould  be  firft 
opened  when  a  fuccelibr  to  government  was  wanted. 
Gama,    who  brought    with    him  three  of  thefe,    finding 

the 


cxl  PORTUGUESE    ASIA. 

the  approach  of  diflblution,  opened  the  firft  writ  of  fuc- 
ceffion.  And  as  Henry  de  Menezes,  therein  named,  was 
at  Goa,  he  appointed  Lopez  Vaz  de  Sampayo,  a  man  of 
great  abilities,  to  take  the  command  till  Menezes  arrived. 
When  Menezes  arrived  at  Cochin,  he  prohibited  the 
ufual  marks  of  public  joy  on  his  elevation,  and  faid,  it 
•was  more  necejfary  to  mourn  for  the  lofs  of  their  late  Viceroy. 
Nor  did  the  public  conduct  of  the  new  governor,  the  firft, 
fays  Faria,  who  honoured  the  memory  of  his  predeceflbr, 
deviate  from  this  generous  principle.  A  Portuguefe  vef- 
fel  at  this  time  committed  feveral  depredations  on  ftates  at 
peace  with  Portugal.  This  fhip,  by  order  of  Menezes, 
was  taken,  and  the  crew  were  impaled.  A  noble  inftance 
of  juftice,  of  more  political  fervice  than  all  the  victories  of 
a  Soarez.  The  danger  of  Cochin  required  war,  and  Me- 
nezes carried  it  into  the  territories  of  the  Zamorim,  whom 
he  feverely  humbled.  The  Portuguefe  arms  cleared  the 
feas  of  pirates,  took  the  ftrong  city  of  Dofar,  and  reduced 
fome  valuable  iflands  on  the  Red  Sea.  Great  preparati- 
ons were  alfo  made  for  the  reduction  of  Dio,  when  Me- 
nezes, after  a  regency  of  thirteen  months,  died  of  a  morti- 
fication in  his  leg.  That  he  left  the  military  power  of  the 
Portuguefe  much  more  formidable  than  he  found  it,  is 
the  leaft  of  his  praife.  Every  where,  at  Ormuz  in  parti- 
cular, he  curbed  the  infolence  and  rapacity  of  his  coun- 
trymen, and  proved  that  time  was  only  wanting  for  him 
to  have  reftored  the  fituation  of  India  as  left  by  Albu- 
querque.    He  convinced  the  Indian  princes  that  rapacity 

was 
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was  not  the  character  of  all  the  Portuguefe,  for  he  accepted 
of  no  prefent,  though  many,  as  is  the  cuftom  of  the  coun- 
try, were  offered  to  him.  At  his  death,  which  happened 
in  his  thirtieth  year,  thirteen  reals  and  an  half,  not  a 
crown  in  the  whole,  was  all  the  private  property  found  in 
the  poffeffion  of  this  young  governor. 

Other  tranfactions  now  fucceed.  The  fecond  and  third 
commiffions,  brought  by  Gama,  were  unopened,  and  left 
he  who  was  firft  named  fhould  be  diftant,  Menezes,  on 
his  death-bed,  appointed  Francis  de  Sa  to  aflume  the  com- 
mand till  the  arrival  of  the  proper  governor.  On  open- 
ing the  fecond  commiffion,  Pedro  de  Mafcarenhas  was 
found  named.  As  this  officer  was  at  Malaca,  a  council, 
was  held,  wherein  it  was  refolved  to  fet  aiide  Francis  de 
Sa,  and  open  the  third  commiffion.  Sampayo,  who  in 
this  was  appointed,  took  an  oath  to  refign  on  the  arrival 
of  Mafcarene,  and  immediately  he  afTumed  the  power  of 
government.  Mafcarene  about  this  time  performed  fome 
actions  of  great  military  fplendor  in  defence  of  Malaca. 
The  king  of  Bintam,  with  1'everal  auxiliary  princes,  who 
with  numerous  armies  threatened  deftruction  to  the  Por- 
tuguefe fettlement,  were  defeated  by  this  brave  officer. 
The  Spaniards  about  this  time  took  poffeffion  of  fome  of 
the  Malucco  iflands,  where  the  treachery  of  the  Portuguefe 
had  made  their  name  odious.  Don  George  de  Menezes 
and  Don  Garcia  Enriquez,  two  captains  on  this  ftation, 
put  one  another  alternately  in  irons.     They  at  laft  came 

to 
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to  a  civil  war,  wherein  Garcia  was  worfted ;  and  Menezes 
was  defeated  by  the  Spaniards,  who  publicly  executed 
fome  of  his  officers,  as  traitors  to  Charles  V.  to  whom  they 
owed  no  allegiance.  OpprefTed  by  the  tyranny  of  the 
Moors,  the  king  of  Sunda  implored  the  protection  of  the 
Portuguefe,  offered  to  pay  a  confiderable  tribute,  and  en- 
treated them  to  build  a  fort  in  his  dominions.  Yet 
it  was  not  in  the  power  of  Sampayo  to  reftore  the  tran- 
quillity of  the  Maluceos,  or  to  improve  the  offers  of  Sunda. 
He  had  engaged  in  a  fcheme  of  policy  which  fettered  his 
operations.  One  villainy  muft  be  defended  by  another, 
and  the  public  intereft  muft  be  fecondary  in  the  politics  of 
the  moft  able  ufurper  of  power.  Sampayo  was  refolved  to 
withhold  the  regency  from  Mafcarene,  and  therefore  to 
ftrengthen  himfelf  at  Cochin  was  his  firft  care.  Where 
his  own  intereft  and  that  of  the  public  were  one,  Sampayo 
behaved  as  a  great  commander  j  but  where  they  were  lefs 
immediately  connected,  that  of  the  latter  was  even  necef- 
farily  neglected,  and  even  fell  into  ruin.  It  was  his  inte- 
reft to  crufh  the  Zamorim,  and  he  gained  confiderable  vic- 
tories over  Cutial,  admiral  of  the  moft  formidable  fleet 
which  had  hitherto  been  fitted  out  from  the  ports  of  Cali- 
cut. Sampayo  then  failed  to  Goa,  where  Francis  de  Sa 
refufed  to  acknowledge  him  as  governor.  This  difpute 
was  fubmitted  to  the  council  of  the  city,  and  the  man  in 
power  was  confirmed.  Sa  was  then  fent  to  build  a  fort  in 
Sunda,  but  the  politics  of  Sampayo  could  not  fpare  a  force 

fufficient 
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fufficient  to  overawe  the  Moors,  and  Francis  de  Sa  was  un- 
able to  effecl  his  defign. 

The  artful  Sampayo  now  wrote  to  the  king  of  Portugal, 
that  a  mod  formidable  hoftile  alliance  was  in  meditation. 
The  northern  princes  were  ready  to  affiff.  the  king  of  Cam- 
baya,  and  Solyman,  the  Turkifh  admiral,  had  promifed 
the  Sultan  to  drive  the  Portuguefe  from  India,  if  he  would 
give  him  a  competent  armament.  It  was  the  interefl  of 
Sampayo  to  make  every  preparation  for  defence,  and  eve- 
ry excufe  for  preparation.  But  he  ftill  kept  near  Cochin. 
The  brave  Hector  de  Sylveyra  was  fent  to  Dio  and  other 
places,  and  the  reputation  of  the  actions  he  performed 
ftrengthened  the  authority  of  the  ufurper.  A  fleet  of  five 
fhips  now  arrived  from  Portugal  and  brought  two  new 
writs  of  fucceffion.  Thefe,  according  to  the  royal  autho- 
rity, ought  not  to  have  been  opened  while  an  unrecalled 
governor  was  alive.  But,  confcious  undoubtedly  of  their 
contents  *,  thefe,  in  defiance  of  the  eftablifhed  rule,  were 
opened  by  Mexia,  infpector  of  the  revenue,  and  Lopez 
Vaz  de  Sampayo,  contrary  to  the  former  commiffions,  was 
found  in  thefe  new  writs  prior  to  Pedro  de  Mafcarene. 
The  fraud  of  office  is  here  evident ;  and  from  the  refent- 
ment  of  the  king,  if  we  fuppofe  he  had  one  idea  of  juftice, 
it  afterwards  appeared  that  this  new  commiffion  was  fur- 

reptitioufly 

*  The  hiftcrian  Faria  exprefsly  fays,  that  Mexia  opened  them  on  pur- 
pofe  to  kindle  flrife,  and  dillurb  the  public  tranquillity 
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reptitioufly  obtained.  Sampayo,  when  he  took  the  oath 
to  reflgn  to  Mafcarene,  difpatched  a  meffage  to  Malaca 
with  the  tidings.  Mafcarene  immediately  afiumed  his 
power  there,  and  Sampayo,  who  now  expected  his  arrival, 
held  a  council  at  Cochin.  It  is  almoft  needlefs  to  name  the 
refult.  He  was  prefent,  and  in  power  -,  and  it  was  refolv- 
ed  that  Mafcarene  fhould  not  be  acknowledged  as  governor. 
Sampayo  then  retired  to  Goa,  and  left  Mexia  at  Cochin  to 
give  Mafcarene  the  reception  concerted  between  them.  Im- 
mediately as  Mafcarene  landed,  Mexia's  fpear  run  him 
through  the  arm,  feveral  of  his  company  were  wounded  by 
the  armed  attendants  of  Mexia,  and  a  retreat  to  the  fleet 
faved  the  lives  of  Mafcarene  and  his  friends. 

When  the  tidings  of  this  reached  Goa,  Henry  Figuera, 
iuppofed  the  friend  of  the  ejected  governor,  was  difpofTefTed 
of  the  command  of  Coulam,  and  Mexia  was  by  Sampayo 
appointed  to  fucceed.  Anthony  de  Sylveyra  was  fent  to 
give  Mafcarene  at  fea,  to  put  him  in  irons,  and  to  deliver 
him  prifoner  to  Simon  de  Menezes,  commander  of  Cona- 
norj  all  which  was  performed.  This  haughty  tyranny, 
however,  produced  loud  complaints.  The  murmur  was 
general  at  Goa.  Souza,  commander  of  Chaul,  remonftrat- 
ed,  and  the  brave  Hector  de  Sylveyra  boldly  upbraided 
Sampayo  for  his  unworthy  treatment  of  Mafcarene,  to 
whom  a  trial  had  been  refufed.  Sampayo,  fierce,  and  re- 
folutc  to  perfiit,  Hector  retired,  and  fummoned  the  coun- 
cil of  Goa.     A  letter  figned  by  three  hundred,  who  pro- 

mifed 
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mi  fed  to  fupport  him  as  governor,  was  fent  to  Mafcarene. 
It  was  alfo  agreed  to  feize  Sampayo,  but  he  was  no  ftran- 
ger  to  this  delign,  and  imprifonment  was  the  fortune  of  the 
brave  Hector.  Menezes,  governor  of  Cananor,  as  foon  as 
he  received  information  from  Goa  of  the  caufe  why  Mafca- 
rene was  in  chains,  fet  him  free,  and,  together  with  Sau- 
za, commandant  of  Chaul,  and  Anthony  de  Azevedo,  ad- 
miral of  the  Indian  feas,  acknowledged  him  governor.  The 
Portuguefe  were  now  on  the  eve  of  a  war  among  them- 
felves,  when  Azevedo  and  other  leaders  propoied  to  ac- 
commodate difputes  by  arbitration.  Sampayo  with  great 
addrefs  managed  this  affair.  He  delayed  his  confent, 
though  on  the  brink  of  ruin,  till  he  knew  who  were  nam- 
ed as  judges,  and  till  he  had  procured  a  pardon  for  Alon- 
zo  Mexia,  his  friend,  who  had  attempted  the  life  of  Maf- 
carene. Yet,  though  the  defenders  of  this  brave  officer 
had  influence  to  remove  one  of  the  appointed  judges,  and 
to  add  five  others  of  their  own  nomination,  the  arts  of 
Sampayo  prevailed.  The  chief  inhabitants  of  Cochin  at- 
tended, and  confeious  of  their  former  vote  in  council 
againft  Mafcarene,  declared,  that  if  his  title  was  preferred, 
they  would  revolt  to  the  Moors.  He  who  does  a  man  an 
injury,  generally  becomes  the  rancorous  enemy  of  the  in- 
jured man ;  and  even  the  friends  of  him  whoie  power  is 
on  the  decline,  cautioufly  withdraw  from  his  inter  t.  The 
council  of  Goa,  who  had  promifed  to  fupport,  now  dciVrt- 
ed  Mafcarene,  forward  to  where  they 

feared  to  oppofe.     Sampayo  was  declared  lawful  governor, 
vol.   i.  I  and 
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and  Mafcarene  embarked  for  Lifbon,  where  he  was  ho- 
nourably received  by  the  king,  and  in  reward  of  his  merit,, 
appointed  governor  of  Azamor  in  Africa  j  on  his  return 
from  whence  he  perifhed  at  fea. 

Sampayo,  now  undifturbed  by  a  rival,  but  confcious  of 
the  accufations  which  Mafcarene  would  lay  againft  him,  ex- 
erted all  his  abilities  to  recommend  himfeif  to  his  fovereign. 
But  Almeyda,  not  Albuquerque,  was  the  pattern  he  imi- 
tated. The  principal  leaders  of  the  Turkifh  fleet  had  been 
afiarfinated  by  the  friends  of  each  other,  and  their  war 
fhips  were  fcattered  in  different  place's.  Sampayo  fent 
Aze  vedo  to  deftroy  all  he  could  find,  and  Alonzo  de  Melo 
was  difpatched  with  a  proper  force  to  erect  a  fort  on  the 
ifland  of  Sunda.  What  heavy  accufation  of  his  former  con- 
duel:,  devoted  to  his  private  intereft,  was  this  late  executi- 
on of  thefe  important  defigns  !  Other  captains  were  fent 
upon  various  expeditions.  Hector  de  Sylveyra,  one  of  the 
mod  gallant  captains  ever  fent  from  Portugal  to  India, 
greatly  diftinguifhed  himfeif;  John  Deza  deftroyed  the  re- 
mains of  the  Zamorim's  fleets,  commanded  by  Cutiale,  a 
Chinefe  admiral ;  and  Sampayo  himfeif  fpread  {laughter 
and  devastation  over  the  feas  and  fhores  of  India.  Every 
where,  fays  Taria,  there  was  fire  and  fword,  ruin  anil  de- 
struction. In  the  raidft  of  this  bloody  career,  Nunio  de 
Cunha  arrived  with  a  commifilon  to  fucceed  Sampayo. 
Sampayo  pleaded  to  finifh  what  he  had  begun,  to  clear  the 

feas  of  pirates ;  and  Nunio,  acco-  c  ng  to  the  honour  of 

that 
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that  age,  granted  his  requeft,  that  it  might  not  be  faid  he 
had  reaped  the  laurels  already  grafped  by  another.  Some 
time  after  this,  Nunio,  in  his  way  to  Cochin,  put  into  the 
harbour  of  Cananor.  Sampayo,  who  happened  to  be 
there,  fent  his  brother-in-law,  John  Deza,  to  Nunio,  in- 
viting him  to  come  alhore  and  receive  the  resignation  of 
the  governor.  But  Nunio  perhaps  feared  a  fnare  ;  he  in- 
iifted  that  Sampayo  fhould  come  on  board.  He  came,  and 
having  reiigned  with  the  ufual  folemnities,  was  ordered  by 
Nunio  to  attend  him  to  Cochin,  where,  by  order  of  the 
new  governor,  his  effects  were  feized,  and  his  perlon  im- 
prifoned.  And  foon  after,  amid  the  infults  of  the  crowd, 
he  was  put  on  board  a  fhip,  and  fent  prifoner  to  Lifbon, 
where  his  life  and  his  property  were  left  to  the  determina- 
tion of  the  fovereign  f ,  by  whom  he  was  condemned,  and 
punifhed  for  ufurpation. 

I  2  The 


|  When  Sampayo  was  arretted,  "  Tell  Nunio,  faid  lie,  I  have  Imprifined 
others,  and  urn  now  impiifoned,  and  one  -will  come  to  imprifon  birr."  When  this 
was  reported,  "  Tell  Sampayo,  faid  Nunio,  that  I  doubt  it  not ;  but  i 
this  difference  bet-ween  us;  he  dcferves  imprifonmcnt,  but  I  foa'.l  not  defervt  it." 
When  the  fhip  which  earned  Sampayo  arrived  at  the  ifle  of  Tercera,  an 
officer,  who  waited  his  arrival,  put  him  in  irons.  When  he  landed  at  Lif- 
bon, he  was  fet  upon  a  mule,  loaded  with  chains,  and  amid  the  infults  of 
the  populace,  carried  to  the  caftle,  and  there  confined  in  a  dungeon,  where 
not  even  his  wife  was  permitted  to  fee  him.  Afier  two  years,  the  Duke  of 
Eraganza,  who  admired  his  military  exploits,  procured  his  trial.  V 
he  was  brought  before  the  king,  who  was  furrounded  with  his  council  and 

s,  his  long  white  beard,  which,  covered  his  face,  and  the  odicr  t< 
of  his  fu.Teiings,  lays  Taria,  might  have  moved  Mafcarene  himfelf  t 

eii  enefs. 
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The  acts  and  character  of  this  extraordinary  man  de- 
mand the  attention  of  every  country  pofTefled  of  colonies. 
His  abilities  were  certainly  of  the  firft  rate,  but  having 
made  one  ftep  of  villainy,  the  neceffity  of  felf-defence  ren- 
dered his  talents  of  little  benefit,  rather  of  great  prejudice 
to  his  country.  The  Portuguefe  writers,  indeed,  talk  in 
high  terms  of  his  eminent  fervices  and  military  glory.  But 
there  is  a  furer  teft  than  their  opinion.  The  Indian  prin- 
ces fincerely  mourned  over  the  afhes  of  Albuquerque, 
whom  they  called  their  father ;  but  there  was  a  general 
joy  on  the  departure  of  their  tyrant  Sampayo  ;  a  certain 
proof  that  his  conduct  was  of  infinite  prejudice  to  the  in- 
tereft  of  Portugal.  However  high  and  dreadful  they  may 
iecm,  men  in  his  fituation  never  dare  to  punifh  without 
refpect  of  the  offender's  connections.  The  tyranny  of 
George  de  Menezes,  governor  of  Malucco,  under  Sampayo, 
difgraces  human  nature.  He  openly  robbed  {.he  houfes  of  the 
IMoorifh  merchants,  cut  off  the  hands  of  fome,  and  looked 
on,  while  a  magiftrate,  who  had  dared  to  complain,  was,  by 

his 


givenefs.  He  made  a  long  mafterly  fpeech,  wherein  he  enumerated  his 
fervices,  pleaded  the  neceffities  of  public  affairs,  and  urged  the  examples  of 
others,  who  had  been  rewarded.  His  defence  ftaggered  the  king's  refolu- 
tion  again  ft  him,  but  his  ufurpation  could  not  be  forgiven.  He  was  fen- 
tenced  to  pay  Mafcaren'e  10,000  ducats,  to  forfeit  his  allowance  as  gover- 
nor, and  to  be  banifhed  into  Africa.  But  he  was  afterwards  allowed  to  re- 
turn in  a  private  Ration  to  Portugal.  His  friend,  Alonzo  Mexia,  the  in- 
fpeclor  of  the  revenue,  was  alfo  feverely  punifhed,  if  lefs  than  his  rapacity 
deferred  may  be  called  five  re. 
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his  order,  devoured  by  dogs  t.  If  the  embarraffment  of 
Sampayo  was  the  only  protection  of  this  mifcreant,  others, 
however,  had  his  fan&ion.  Camoens,  that  enthufiaft  of 
his  nation's  honour,  in  an  apoftrophe  to  Mafcarene,  thus 
characterifes  the  regency  of  the  ufurper  :  "  Avarice  and 
ambition  now  in  India  fet  their  face  openly  againft  God 
and  juitice ;  a  grief  to  thee,  but  not  thy  fhame  !"  And 
Camoens  is  exceeding  accurate  in  the  facts  of  hiftory, 
though  with  the  reft  of  his  countrymen,  he  admired  the 
military  renown  of  Sampayo.  But  if  Sampayo  humbled 
the  Moors,  it  fhould  alfo  be  remembered,  that,  according 
to  Faria,  thefe  people  had  improved  tbe  divifions  made  by 
his  politics,  greatly  to  the  hurt  of  the  Portuguefe  fettle- 
ments.  And  when  he  did  conquer,  pufhed  en  by  the 
rage  to  do  lbmething  eminent,  every  victory  was  truly 
Gothic,  and  was  in  its  confequence  uncommercial.  Ma- 
laca,  while  governed  by  the  injured  Mafcarene,  was  the 
only  divifion  of  Portuguefe  Afia  where  commerce  fiouriffi- 
ed.  After  his  departure,  all  was  wretchednefs  ;  Portu- 
guefe againft  Portuguefe,  piracy  and  rapine  here  and  at  the 
Maluccos.  In  what  condition  the  reft  were  left  by  Sam- 
payo will  foon  appear. 

The  king  of  Cochin,  the  valuable  ally  and  auxiliary  of 
;he  Portuguefe,  was  confined  by  the  fmall-pco:  when  Nu- 

nio 

I  This  tyrant,  on  his  return  to  Lifbon,  was  banifhed  to  the  Brazils, 
where,  in  a  rencounter  with  the  natives,  he  was  taken  prifoner,  and  died 
the  death  of  an  American  captive.  A  death  proper  to  awake  the  remem- 
brance  of  his  own  cruelties.     See  Introduction,  p.  v. 
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nio  arrived.  Nunio  offered  to  wait  upon  him,  but  the 
king  declined  the  interview  on  account  of  the  infection, 
though  a  light  of  the  new  governor,  he  added,  he  was  fure 
would  cure  his  fever.  Nunio  waited  upon  him,  and  heard 
a  long  lift  of  the  injuries  and  rapine  committed  by  Sam- 
payo  and  Mexia.  Thefe,  in  true  policy,  Nunio  redrefTed  ; 
and  the  king,  who  complained  that  he  had  been  kept  as  a 
flave  in  his  own  palace,  was  now  made  happy.  Nunio 
vifited  the  other  princes  in  alliance  with  Portugal,  and  at 
every  court  and  harbour  found  oppreffion  and  injuftice. 
At  Ormuz  in  particular,  tyranny  and  extortion  had  defied, 
refiftance.  Nunio  foothed,  and  relieved  the  wrongs  of  the 
various  princes.  Proclamation  was  every  where  made,  in- 
viting the  injured  Moors  and  Indians  to  appear  before  him, 
and  receive  redrefs.  Many  appeared,  and  to  the  aftonifh- 
ment  of  all  India,  juftice  was  confpicuoufly  diftributed. 
Raez  Xarafo,  the  creature  of  Sampayo,  prime  minifter, 
or  rather  tyrant  of  the  king  of  Ormuz,  flood  accufed  of 
the  molt  horrid  crimes  of  office.  His  rapine  had  been  de- 
fended by  murder  ■>  and  the  fpirit  of  induftry,  crufhed  to 
the  ground,  fighed  for  fupport  amid  the  defolate  ftreets. 
Innocence  and  induftry  were  now  protected  by  Nunio ; 
and  Xarafo,  though  a  native  of  India,  was  fent  in  irons  to 
Lifbon  to  take  his  trial.  Nor  was  Nunio  forgetful  of  the 
enemies,  while  thus  employed  in  reftoring  to  profperity  the 
allies,  of  Portugal  f.  Hector  de  Sylveyra,  with  a  large  fleet, 

»      made 

e  his  arrival,  Nunio  greatly  diftinguifhed  himfelf  on  the  Ethiopi- 
an coaft.     T  -    .  .  lg  of  Mcmbaza,  in  hatred  to  the  Portaguefe,  ha  I 

reduced 
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made  a  line  acrofs  the  gulph  at  the  mouth  of  the  Red  Sea, 
and  fuffered  not  a  Moorifh  or  Egyptian  veffel  to  efcape. 
Anthony  Galvam,  a  very  enthufiaft  in  honefty,  was  fent 
by  Nunio  to  fucceed  Ataide,  governor  of  the  Maluccos,  a 
tyrant  who  trod  in  the  fteps  of  Menezes.  All  was  confu- 
£on  when  Galvam  arrived;  but  he  had  infinitely  more  dif- 
ficulty, fays  Faria,  to  fupprefs  the  villainy  of  the  Portu- 
guese, than  to  quell  the  hoftile  natives.  By  his  wifdom, 
however,  refolution,  and  mod:  fcrupulous  integrity,  the 
Maluccos  once  more  became  a  fiourifhing  fettlement,  and 
the  neighbouring  kings,  ibme  of  whom  he  had  vanquished, 
entreated  his  continuance  when  lie  received  his  recr.IL 
Anthony  de  -Sylveyra  fpread  the  terror  oi  hij  arms  along 
the  hoftile  coaft  of  Cambaya,  and  from  thence  to  Bengal. 
Stephen  de  Gama,  fon  of  the  great  Vafco,  was  fent  to 
Malaca,  which  he  effectually  fecured,  by  the  repeated  de- 
feats of  the  neighbouring  princes  in  hostility ;  and  the  go- 
vernor himfelf  attempted  Dio.  But  while  he  was  employ- 
ed in  the  reduction  of  the  ftrongly  fortified  ifland  of  Beth, 
where  the  brave  Heclor  de  Sylveyra  fell,  a  great  reinforce- 
ment, commanded  by  Muftaphr,  a  Turk,  entered  Dio,  and 
enabled  that  city  to  hold  out  againft  all  the  vigorous  at- 
tacks of  Nunio  ±. 

While 

reduced  the  kings  of  Melinda  and  Zanzibar  to  great  diftrefs.  Nunio  laid 
Mombaza  in  alhes,  and  left  a  garrifbn  at  Melinda,  which  afterwards  ren- 
dered confiderable  fervice  to  that  city. 

|  During  this  fiege  Nunio  difcovered  the  great  eft  perianal  bravery.     One 
in  attempting  a   moil  defnerate  landing,  as  his  boat  haftencd  from 
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"While  the  governor  Was  thus  employed  in  reftoring  the 
firength  of  the  Portuguefe  fettlements,  fcenes,  new  to  the 
Portuguefe,  opened,  and  demanded  the  exertion  of  all  his 
wifdom  and  abilities.       One  of  thofe  brutal  wars,  during 
Which  the  eaftern  princes  dcfolate  kingdoms  and  fhed  the 
blood  of  millions,  now  broke  forth.     Badur  king  of  Gu- 
zarat  or  Cambaya,  one  of  thofe  horrid  characters  common 
in  oriental  hiftory,    afcended    the  throne,    through  the 
blood  of  his  father  and  elder  brothers.    Innumerable  other 
murders,  a£ts  of  perfidy,  and  unjuft  invafion  of  his  neigh- 
bours, increafed  his  territories.     The  Mogul,  or  king  of 
Delhi,  fent  a  demand  of  homage  and  tribute ;  but  Badur 
flayed  the  ambafladors    alive,  and  boafted  that   thus  he 
would  always  pay  his  tribute  and  homage.       Armies  of 
about  200,000  men  wereraifed  on  each  fide,  and  alternate- 
ly deftroyed,  fometimes  by  the  fword,  fometimes  by  fa- 
min<  armies   were  repeatedly    m altered,    inferior 

loins  were  defolated  as  they  marched  along,  and  Ba- 
dur was  at  laft  reduced  to  the  lowcft  extremity.     In  his 
he  implored  the  aififtance  of  the  Portuguefe,  and 
the  Mogul  who  had  alfo  made  large  offers  to  the  governor  ; 

but 

place  to  place,  he  was  known  by  the  enemy,  for  he  was  doathed  in  red, 
and  flood  up  in  the  pofture  of  command.     All  their  artillery  was  now  di- 
aft  him,  and  D.  Vafco  de  Lima's  head  was  fevered  from  his 
•  a  cannon  ball.     A  gentleman  who  had  entreated  to  accompa- 
ny him,  lliockcd  with  fuch  danger,  exclaimed,  Alas!  ivis  it  fur  this  I  came 

J Ubcr. To  whom,    and  the  others,    Nunio  repli^l,    with  a  fmile  of 

nc  oncem,  Humilitate  capita  <vcjlra. — This  allufion  to  a  part  of  the  Romifh 
icrvk  b  imminent  danger,  was  a  ban  dfome  rebuke  of  their  fears, 

.;nd  in  the  true  high  military  fpirit  of  Lufian  hcioifrn. 
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but  Badur's  terms  were  accepted.  His  territory  lay  near- 
eft  to  Goa,  and  he  not  only  yielded  Dio,  a  city  among  al- 
moft  inacceffible  rocks,  the  great  object  of  the  Portuguefe 
plan  of  empire,  but  gave  permifilon  to  Nunio  to  fortify  it 
as  ne  pleafed  *.  And  die  king  of  Delhi's  army  foon  after 
withdrew  from  Cambaya.  The  king  of  Decan,  entitled 
Hydal  Can,  had  about  this  time  laid  liege  to  Golconda 
with  an  army  of  near  half  a  million,  but  Cotamaluco,  the 
prince  whom  he  befiege  1,  found  means  to  defeat  him  by  f 
famine.  The  Hydal  Can  died  fuddenly,  and  Abraham, 
his  fon  by  a  Have,  one  of  his  principal  officers,  ufurped 
the  throne,  and  thru  ft  out  the  eyes  of  his  legitimate  fon 
Mulacham,    or  Mealecan,  who  was  yet  in  his  nonage. 

Abraham 


*  One  Iago  Botello  performed  the  moft  wonderful  voyage,  perhaps,  Up- 
on record,  on  this  occafion.  He  was  an  exile  in  India,  and  as  he  knew  how 
earneftly  the  king  of  Port  gal  defired  the  pofleflion  of  Dio,  he  hoped,  that 
to  be  the  meffenger  of  the  agreeable  tidings  would  procure  his  pardon. 
Having  got  a  draught  of  the  fort,  and  a  copy  of  the  treaty  with  Badur, 
he  fet  fail  on  pretence  for  Cambaya,  in  a  veflel  only  fixteen  feet  and  an 
half  long,  nine  broad,  and  four  and  a  half  deep.  Three  Portuguefe,  his 
fervants,  and  fome  Indian  (laves,  were  his  crew.  When  out  at  fea  he  dif- 
covered  his  true  purpofe  :  this  produced  a  mutiny,  in  which  all  that  were 
failors  were  killed.  Botello,  however,  proceeded,  and  arrived  at  Lifbon, 
where  his  pardon  was  ail  his  reward,  though  in  confequence  of  his  intelli- 
gence, a  fleet  was  immediately  fitted  out,  to  fupply  the  new  acquired  gar- 
rifon.  His  veflel,  by  the  king's  order,  was  immediately  burned,  that  huh 
evidence  of  the  fafety  and  eafe  of  the  voyage  to  India  might  not  remain. 

f  The  Afiatic  armies,  though  immenfe  in  number,  very  feldom  comt  t.. 
a  general  action*-  To  cut  off  the  enemy's  provifions,  which  produces  fa- 
mine and  pefiilence  among  fuch  enormous  armies,  is  one  of  the  greatefl 
flrokes  of  Indian  gencrallhip. 
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Abraham  continued  the  war,  and  Azadacam,  an  expert 
Mohammedan,  at  the  head  of  a  large  army,  endeavoured 
to  revenge  Mulacham,  when  the  people  of  Decan,  defolat- 
ed  by  thefe  brutal  wars,  entreated  Nunio  to  take  the  do- 
minion of  their  country,  and  deliver  them  from  utter  ruin. 
As  the  Decan  forms  the  continent  oppofite  to  Goa,  the 
offer  was  accepted,  and  ratified  by  the  confent  of  Azada- 
cam. Azadacam  now  fled  to  the  king  of  Bifnagar,  the  old 
enemy  of  the  Decan,  and  Abraham,  now  affifted  by  Co- 
tamaluco,  the  prince  who  had  been  befieged  in  Golconda, 
invaded  Bifnagar  with  an  army  of  400,000  men  and  700 
elephants.  But  while  human  blood  flowed  in  rivulets, 
Azadacam  made  his  peace  with  Abraham,  and  Cotamaluco, 
in  difguft  of  the  favour  fhewn  to  his  enemy,  joined  the 
king  of  Bifnagar.  Badur  who  owed  the  pofTeffion  of  his 
crown  to  the  Portuguefe,  now  meditating  their  ruin,  en- 
tered into  a  league  with  the  Hydal  Can.  And  Azadacam, 
who  had  ratified  the  treaty,  by  which  the  miferable  inha- 
bitants of  Decan  put  themfelves  under  the  protection  of 
the  Portuguefe  dominion,  now  advifed  his  mafter  to  re- 
cover  his  territory  by  force  of  arms.  A  war  enfued,  but 
neither  Azadacam,  nor  Solyman  Aga  with  his  Perfian 
auxiliaries,  could  expel  the  Portuguefe.  Hydal  Can  tired 
by  the  groans  of  the  people,  ordered  hoftilities  to  ceale? 
but  was  not  obeyed  by  Azadacam,  who,  to  cover  his  trea- 
fon,  attempted  to  poifon  Hydal  Can.  His  treachery  was 
difcovered,  yet  foon  after  the  traitor  bought  his  pardon 
with  gold,  for  gold  is  omnipotent  in  the  fordid  courts  of 

the 
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the  Eaft.      Nunio,  however,  compelled   Azadacam  to  a 
truce,  when  a  new  enemy  immediately  arofe.     The  Za- 
morim,  encouraged   by  Badur,  raifed  an  army  of  about 
50,000  men,  but  was  fix  times  defeated  by  the  Portuguefe. 
Eadur  had  now  recourfe  to  perfidy.      He  entreated  a  con- 
ference with  Nunio  at  Dio,  and  with  Souza,  the  governor 
of  the  fort,  with  intention  to  affaffinate  them  both.     But 
ere  his  fcheme  was  ripe,  Souza  one  day,   in  ftepping  into 
Badur's  barge,  fell  into  the  water.      He  was  taken  up  in 
fafety,  but  fome  Portuguefe,  who  at  a  diftance  beheld  his 
danger,  rowed  up  haftily  to  his  affiftance,  when  Badur, 
troubled  with  a  villain's  fears,  ordered  Souza  to  be  killed. 
Four  Portuguese  gentlemen,  feeing  Souza  attacked,  im- 
mediately, boarded  the  barge,  and  rufhed  on  the  tyrant. 
Iago  de  Melqueta  wounded  him,  but  though  thefe  brave 
men  loft  their  lives  in  the  attempt,  they  forced  Badur  to 
leap  overboard  for  fafety.     A  commotion  in  the  bay  en- 
fued,  and  the  king,  unable  to  fwim  any  longer,   declared 
aloud  who  he  was,  and  begged  affiftance.     A  Portuguefe 
officer  held  out  an  oar,  but  as  Badur  laid  hold  of  it,  a  com- 
mon foldier,  moved  with  honeft  indignation,  ftruck  him 
over  the  face  with  a  halbert,  and  repeating  his  blows,  de- 
livered the  world  of  a  tyrant,  whofe  remorfelefs  perfidv 
and  cruelty  had  long  difgraced  human  nature. 

In  this  abridged  view  of  the  dark  barbarous  politics,  un- 
blu'fhing  perfidy,  and  defolating  wars  of  king  Badur,  the 
king  of  Delhi,  and  the  Hydal  Can,  we  have  a  complete 

epitome 
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epitome  of  the  hiftory  of  India.     Century  after  century 
contains  only  a  repetition  of  the  fame  changes  of  policy, 
the  fame  defolations,  and  the  fame  deluges  of  fpilt  blood. 
And  who  can  behold  fo  horrid  a  picture,  without  per- 
ceiving the  ineftima'ble  benefits  which  may  be  diffused 
over  the  Eaft  by  a  potent  fettlement  of  Europeans,  benefits 
which  true  policy,  which  their  own  intereft  demand  from 
their  hands,  which  have  in  part  been  given,  and  certainly 
will  one  day  be  largely  dirFufed.     Nunio,  as  much  as  pof- 
fibly  he  could,  improved  every  opportunity  of  convincing 
the  natives,  that  the  friendfhip  of  his  countrymen  was  ca- 
pable of  affording  them  the  fureft  defence.     Greatly  fupe- 
rior  to  the  grofs  ideas  of  Gothic  conqueft,  he  addrelTed 
himfelfto  the  reafon  and  the  interefis  of  thofe  with  whom 
he  negociated.     He  called  a  meeting  of  the  principal  in- 
habitants and  merchants  of  Cambaya,  and  laid  the  papers 
of  the  dead  king  before  them.      By  thefe,  the  treacherous 
defigns  of  king  Badur  fully  appeared,  and  his  negociation 
to  engage  the  grand  Turk  to  drive  the  Portuguefe  from 
India  was  detected.      Coje  Zofar,  one  of  the  firft  officers 
of  Badur,  and  who  was  prefent  at  his  death,  with  feveral 
others,  witnefTed  the  manner  of  it :  and  Moors  and  Pagans 
alike  acquitted  the  Portuguefe.    Letters  to  this  purpofe,  in 
Arabic  and  Perfic,  figned  by  Coje  Zofar  and  the  chief 
men  of  Cambaya,  were  difperfed  by  Nunio  every  where  in 
India  and  the  coafts  of  Arabia.     Nor  did  this  great  politi- 
cian ftop  here.      Superior  to  bigotry,  he  did  not  look  to 
'he  Pope's  Bull  for  the  foundation  of  authority.    The  free 

exercife 
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exercife  of  the  Mohammedan  and  Brahmin  religions  was 
permitted  in  every  Portuguese  territory,  and  not  only  the 
laws,  the  officers  appointed,  but  even  the  penfions  given 
by  king  Badur,  were  continued.  The  Portuguefe  Settle- 
ments now  enjoyed  prosperity.  A  privateering  war  with 
the  Moors  of  Mecca,  and  feme  hostilities  in  defence  of  the 
princes,  his  allies,  were  the  fole  incumbrances  of  Nunio, 
while  India  was  again  fteeped  in  her  own  blood.  While 
the  new  king  of  Cambaya  was  dethroned,  while  Omaum 
king  of  Delhi  loll  an  army  of  above  400,000  men  in  Ben- 
gal, and  while  Xercham,  the  king  of  that  country,  toge- 
ther with  his  own  life,  loft  almoft  as  many  in  the  liege  of 
Calijor,  Nunio  preferred  his  territory  in  the  Decan  in  a 
State  of  peace  and  Safety,  the  wonder  and  envy  of  the  other 
provinces  of  India.  But  the  armament  of  the  Turk,  pro- 
cured by  Badur,  now  arrived,  and  threatened  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  Portuguefe.  Selim,  Sultan  of  Constantinople, 
a  few  years  before,  had  defeated  the  Soldan  of  Egypt,  and 
annexed  his  dominions  to  the  Turkiih  empire.  The  Mo- 
hammedan Strength  was  now  more  confolidated  than  ever. 
The  Grand  Turk  was  at  war,  and  meditated  conquefts  in 
Europe.  The  traffic  of  India  was  the  mother  and  nurSe 
of  his  naval  Strength,  and  the  preSents  Sent  by  king  Badur 
.  gave  him  the  higheft  idea  of  the  riches  of  IndoStan.  Se- 
venty large  veSSels,  well  Supplied  with  cannon  and  all  mili- 
tary Stores,  under  the  command  of  Solyman,  BaShaw  of 
Cairo,  Sailed  from  the  port  of  Suez,  to  extirpate  the  Por- 
tuguefe from  India.    The  Seamen  were  of  different  nations, 

many 
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many  of  them  Venetian  galley-flaves,  taken  in  war,  all  of 
them  trained  Tailors  ;  and  7000  Janifaries  were  deftined  to 
a£t  on  fhore.  Some  Portuguefe  renegadoes  were  alfo  in 
the  fleet ;  and  ||  Coje  Zofar,  who  had  hitherto  been  the 
friend  of  Nunio,  with  a  party  of  Cambayans,  joined  Soly- 
man.  The  hoftile  operations  began  with  the  fiege  of  Dio  ; 
but  when  Nunio  was  ready  to  fail  to  its  relief  with  a  fleet  of 
eighty  veflels,  Garcia  de  Noronha  arrived  with  a  commif- 
fion  to  fucceed  him  as  governor.  Nunio  immediately  re- 
signed, and  Noronha,  in  providing  a  greater  force,  by  a 
criminal  lofs  of  time,  reduced  the  garrifon  of  Dio  to  the 
greateft  extremity.  Here  the  Portuguefe  fhewed  miracles 
of  bravery.  Anthony  de  Sylveyra,  the  commander,  was 
in  every  place.  Even  the  women  took  arms.  The  officers 
ladies  went  from  rampart  to  rampart,  upbraiding  the  leaft 
appearance  of  languor.  Juan  Roderigo,  with  a  barrel  of 
powder  in  his  arms,  pafled  his  companions  ;  Make  way, 
he  cried,  I  carry  my  oivn  and  many  a  maris  death.  His  own, 
however,  he  did  not,  for  he  returned  fafe  to  his  ftation : 
but  above  a  hundred  of  the  enemy  were  deftroyed  by  the 
explolion  of  the  powder,  which  he  threw  upon  one  of 
their  batteries.  Of  600  men,  who  at  firfl  were  in  the  gar- 
rifon, forty  were  not  now  able  to  bear  arms ;  when  Coje 

Zofar*, 

||  Tliis  officer  was  by  birth  an  Albanefe,  of  Catholic  parents,  and  had 
ferveil  in  the  wars  in  Italy  and  Flanders.  Having  commenced  merchant, 
he  was  taken  at  lea  by  the  Turks  and  carried  to  Constantinople,  from 
whence  he  went  to  Cambaya,  where  he  embraced  Mohammediim,  and  be- 
came the  prime  minifter  and  favourite  of  king  Badur. 
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Zofar,  irritated  by  the  infolence  of  Solyman,  forged  a  let- 
ter to  the  garrifon,  which  promifed  the  immediate  arrival 
of  Noronha.  This,  as  he  defigned,  fell  into  the  hands  of 
Solyman,  who  immediately  hoifted  his  fails,  and  with  the 
fhattered  remains  of  his  formidable  fleet,  fled  to  Arabia, 
where,  to  avoid  a  more  dreadful  puniihment,  he  died  by 
his  own  hands. 

But  while  Nunio  thus  reftored  the  affairs  of  India,  the 
uncommercial  principles  of  the  court  of  Lifoon  accumula- 
ted their  malignity.  He  did  not  amufe  the  king  and  no- 
bility with  the  glare  of  unmeaning  Gothic  conquefts,  and 
the  wifdom  of  his  policy  was  by  them  unperceived.  Even 
their  hiftorians  feem  infenfible  of  it,  and  even  the  author 
of  the  Hlfloire  Philofophiquey  in  his  account  of  Pcrtuguefe 
India,  pays  no  attention  to  Nunio,  though  the  wifdom  and 
humanity  of  his  politics  do  honour  to  human  nature; 
though  in  the  arts  of  peace  he  effected  more  than  any  of 
the  Portuguefe  governors ;  and  though  he  has  left  the 
nobleft  example  for  imitation,  which  the  hiftory  of  Portu- 
guefe Afia  affords.  Recalled  from  his  profperous  govern- 
ment by  the  mandate  of  a  court  blind  to  its  true  intereft, 
chains  in  place  of  rewards  were  prepared  in  Portugal  for 
this  great  comm-^jder ;  but  his  death  at  fea,  after  a  hap- 
py regency  of  about  ten  years,  prevented  the  completion 
of  his  country's  ingratitude. 

Noronli3, 
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Noronha,  the  new  Viceroy,  the  third  who  had  been 
honoured  with  that  fuperior  title  *,  began  his  government 
with  an  infamous  delay  of  the  fuccours  deftined  by  Nunio 
for  IDio.  Coje  Zofar,  by  the  fame  fpirit  of  delay,  was 
permitted,  long  after  the  departure  of  Solyman,  to  ha- 
rafs  the  Portuguefe  of  that  important  place.  The  Hydal 
Can,  many  other  princes,  and  even  the  Zamorim  himfelf, 
awed  by  the  dignity  and  juftice  of  Nunio's  government, 
had  entreated  the  alliance  of  Portugal,  and  Noronha  had 
the  honour  to  negociate  a  general  peace  ;  a  peace,  which, 
on  the  part  of  the  Zamorim,  gave  the  Portuguefe  every 
opportunity  to  ftrengthen  their  empire,  for  it  continued 
thirty  years. 

Thefe  tranfaclions,  the  privateering  war  with  the 
Moors  ;  fome  ikirmifhes  in  Ceylon  ;  the  defign,  contrary 
to  the  king's  commiffion,  to  appoint  his  fon  to  fucceed 
him ;  his  death,  and  the  public  joy  which  it  occalioned  j 
comprife  the  hiftory  of  the  regency  of  the  unworthy  fuc- 
cefTor  of  the  generous  Nunio. 

Both  the  Portuguefe  and  the  natives  gave  unfeigned  de- 
monftrations  of  joy  on  the  appointment  of  Stephen  de 
Gama,  the  fon  of  the  great  Vafco.  By  his  firft  act  he 
ordered   his  private  eflate  to  be  publicly  valued,  and  by 

his 


*  Almeyda  and  Gama  were  the  only  two  who  had  been  thus  honoured 
before  him. 
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his  fecond  he  lent  a  great  fum  to  the  treafury,  which  by 
Noronha  was  left  exhaufted.  He  vifited  and  repaired  the 
forts,  and  refitted  the  fleets  in  every  harbour.  By  his 
officers  he  defeated  the  king  of  Achem,  who  difturbed 
Malaca.  He  reftored  tranquillity  in  Cambaya,  where  the 
Portuguefe  territory  was  invaded  by  a  very  powerful  army, 
led  by  Bramaluco,  a  prince  who  had  been  dethroned  by 
king  Badur ;  and  his  brother  Chriftoval  he  fent  on  an  ex- 
pedition into  Ethiopia  *.  The  Moors  of  Mecca,  as  al- 
ready obferved,  were  the  moft  formidable  enemies  the 
Portuguefe  had  hitherto  found  in  the  Eaft.  In  naval  art 
they  were  greatly  fuperior  to  the  other  nations  of  Afia, 
and  from  their  numerous  fleets,  which  poured  down  the 
Red  Sea,  the  Portuguefe  had  often  experienced  the  great- 
eft  injury  ;  and  a  check  to  their  power  was  now  wanted. 
The  Governor  himfelf  undertook  this  expedition,  and 
failed  to  the  Red  Sea  with  a  fleet  equipped  at  his  own 
private  expence.  Here  he  gave  a  fevere  wound  to  the 
naval  ftrength  of  both  the  Turks  and  the  Moors  f .  But 
vol.  i.  K  while 

*    For  this  melancholy  fate,  fee  p.  466. 

f  During  this  expedition  he  took  the  important  city  and  fea  port  of  Toro 
in  Arabia  ;  after  which  he  marched  to  mount  Sinai,  where  he  knighted  fe- 
veral  of  his  officers,  a  romantic  honour  admired  by  Charles  V.  D,  Luis  de 
Ataide,  having  behaved  with  gieat  courage  as  a  volunteer,  at  the:  battle 
v  here  Charles  V.  defeated  the  Duke  of  Saxony,  was  offered  knighthood  by 
the  Emperor;  but  he  replied,  he  had  already  received  that  •ItcnsotHr.  upon 
mount  Sinai.  The  Emperor,  fo  far  from  being  offended,  i!eycla*cd  io.  prc- 
fence  of  his  officers,  that  he  more  envied  that  honour  than  reioicttt".ft  his 
viclory.  The  fame  fpirit  of  romantic  gallantry,  arifingfrom  leligious  vene- 
ration, feems  to  have  pofleffed  Den  Stephen  himfelf.  He  ordered  his  epi- 
taph 
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while  every  thing  was  in  prosperity  under  the  brave  and 
generous  Stephen,  he  was  fuddenly  fuperfeded  by  the  ele- 
vation of  Martin  Alonzo  de  Souza.  Though  no  policy 
can  be  more  palpably  ruinous  than  that  which  recalls  a 
governor  of  decided  abilities  ere  he  can  poffibly  complete 
any  plan  of  importance,  yctfuch  recalls,  ere  now,  had 
been  frequently  illued  from  the  court  of  Liibon.  But 
none  of  them,  perhaps,  gave  a  deeper  wound  to  the  Por~ 
tuguefe  intereft  than  this.  Stephen  de  Gama  trod  in  the 
fteps  of  his  father,  of  Albuquerque,  and  of  Nunio.  Sou- 
za's  actions  were  of  a  different  character.  He  began  his 
government  with  every  exertion  to  procure  witnefles  to 
impeach  his  predeceflbr  •,  but  though  he  pardoned  a  mur- 
derer f  on  that  condition,  every  accufation  was  refuted, 
and  Stephen  de  Gama  was  received  with  great  honour  at 
Lifbon.  Having  refufed,  however,  to  give  his  hand  to 
a  bride,  chofen  for  him  by  John  III.  he  found  it  conve- 
nient to  banifh  himfelf  from  his  native  country,  the  coun- 
try which  his  father  had  raifed  to  Its  higheft  honours. 
And  he  retired  to  Venice,  his  eftate  40,000  crowns  lefs 

than 


taph  to  conflfl  of  thefe  words,  "  He  that  math  knights  upon  mount  Sinai  ended 
his  courfe  here."  Don  Alvaro,  the  ion  of  the  great  John  de  Caflro,  was 
alio  one  of  thefe  knights,  and  his  father  thought  it  4b  great  an  honour,  that 
he  took  for  his  crefl  the  Catharine-wheel,  which  his  family  ftill  continue. 
There  is  a  chapel  dedicated  to  St.  Cathaiine  on  mount  Sinai,  find,  by  the 
popifh  writers,  to  have  been  built  by  augels. 

•J-Iago  Sauiez  de  Melo,  who  having  tied  from  the  fentence  of  death  in 
Portugal,  was  at  this  time  a  piiate  in  the  Indian  leas,  commander  of  twa 
vclli-ls  and  I2C  men.     Of  this  adventurer  aftenvaids. 
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than  when  he  entered  upon  his  fhort  government  of  two 
years  and  one  month. 

Wars  of  a  new  character  now  took  place.  By  the  tole- 
ration which  Nunio  gave  to  the  religions  of  the  natives, 
he  rendered  the  Portuguefe  fettlements  happy  and  fiou- 
rifhing.  But  gloomy  fuperftition  now  prevailed,  and 
Souza  was  under  the  direction  of  priefts,  who  efteemed 
the  butcheries  of  religious  perfecution  as  the  fervice  of 
heaven.  The  temples  of  Malabar  were  laid  in  afhes,  and 
thoufands  of  the  unhappy  natives,  for  the  crime  of  idola- 
try, were  Slaughtered  upon  their  ruined  altars.  This 
the  Portuguefe  hiftorians  mention  as  the  greateft  honour 
of  the  piety  of  their  countrymen,  ignorant  of  the  detefta- 
tion  which  fuch  cruelty  muft  certainly  bring  upon  the  re- 
ligion which  infpires  it  :  ignorant  too,  that  true  religion, 
under  the  toleration  of  a  Nunio,  poffefles  its  beft  oppor- 
tunity to  conquer  the  heart  by  the  difplay  of  its  fuperior 
excellence.  Nor  was  Souza's  civil  government  of  the  Por- 
tuguefe lefs  capricious.  Highly  chagrined  to  fee  the  mili- 
tary rank  unenvied,  and  his  forces  weakened  by  the  great 
numbers  who  quitted  the  fervice  on  purpofe  to  enrich 
themfelves  in  the  coafting  trade,  he  endeavoured  to  ren- 
der commerce  both  difadvantageous  and  infamous.  He 
laid  the  Cuftom-houfes  under  new  regulations.  He  con- 
fiderably  lowered  the  duties  on  the  traffic  of  all  Moorifh 
and  Afiatic  merchants,  and  greatly  heightened  the  rates  on 
the  Portuguefe  traders.  And  felons  and  murderers,  ba- 
K  2  nifhed 
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nifhed  from  Lifbon,  were  by  Souza  protected  and  encou- 
raged to  become  merchants,  as  only  proper  for  fucli  em- 
ploy. Yet  while  he  thus  laboured  to  render  the  military 
fervice  as  only  worthy  of  Portuguefe  ambition,  he  began 
his  regency  with  a  reduction  of  the  pay  of  the  military. 
At  the  fiege  of  Batecala,  the  Portuguefe  foldiers  quarrel- 
led about  the  booty,  and  while  fighting  with  each  other, 
were  attacked  by  the  natives,  and  put  to  flight.  Souza 
commanded  them  to  return  to  the  charge  and  revenge 
their  repulfe.  Let  thofe  who  are  rich  revenge  it,  exclaimed 
the  foldiers,  we  came  to  make  good  by  plunder  the  pay  of  which 
we  are  unjuftly  deprived. — /  do  not  know  you,  replied  Souza, 
you  are  not  the  fame  men  I  left  in  India  two  years  ago.  To 
this  the  foldiery  loudly  returned,  yes>  the  men  are  the  fame > 
but  the  governor  is  not  the  fame.  Finding  the  mutiny  vio- 
lent, Souza  retired  to  the  fhips  ;  but  the  next  day  he  re- 
newed the  fiege,  and  the  city  was  taken,  and  the  ftreets 
ran  with  blood :  filch  was  the  rage  of  the  army  to  recom- 
pense themfelves  by  plunder.  The  yearly  tribute  impofed 
by  Albuquerque  upon  the  king  of  Ormuz  was  12,000 
ducats.  It  was  now  railed  to  ico,coo,  and  the  king, 
unable  to  dilcharge  fuch  an  enormous  burden,  was  500,000 
ducats  in  arrear  ;  and  a  refignation  of  all  the  revenues  of 
his  crown  was  propofed,  and  accepted  by  Souza.  Azada- 
cam,  now  in  open  war  with  his  mafter  the  Hydal  Can 
Abraham,  drew  Souza  to  his  party.  The  defign  was  to 
dethrone  Abraham,  who  was  then  in  alliance  with  the 
Portuguefe,  and  to  place  Meale  Can  his  brother  in  his  do- 
minions. 
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minions.  The  Portuguefe  officers  murmured  at  this 
fhamelefs  injuftice,  but  only  Pedro  de  Faria,  trufting  to 
his  venerable  years,  had  the  courage  to  remonftrate  with 
the  governor.  Souza,  haughty  as  he  was,  liftened  to  the 
man  of  fourfcore,  and  confefTed  that  he  had  laved  both 
his  life  and  his  .honour.  The  attempt,  however,  was 
highly  refented  by  the  Hydal  Can,  who  gathered  filch  a 
ftorm  to  crulh  the  Portuguefe,  that  Souza,  forefeeing  the 
tempeft  which  was  hovering  over  him,  threatened  to  open 
the  writs  of  fucceilion,  and  relign  to  the  governor  next 
named.  He  complained  that  he  could  not  govern  men 
who  had  neither  truth  nor  honour  :  he  did  not  conf.der, 
however,  that  his  unjuft  treatment  of  the  common  fol- 
diers  occasioned  their  diforder  and  difobedience.  But  while 
he  thus  meditated  a  treacherous  and  cowardly  retreat, 
treacherous  becaufe  it  was  to  defert  his  pod  in  the  hour 
of  danger,  a  fleet  from  Portugal  brought  the  great  John 
de  Caftro,  the  fuccefTor  of  the  embarrafTed  undetermined 
Souza. 

The  naval  and  military  ftrength  of  the  Portuguefe  in 
India  was  in  a  very  iickly  condition.  Great  difcontent 
among  the  few  who  were  honeft ;  all  was  villainy  and  dis- 
order, rapine  and  piracy,  among  the  reft.  On  the  folic i- 
tations  of  Souza,  Meale  Can  took  refuge  in  Goa.  When 
the  Hydal  Can  made  his  formidable  preparations  for  war, 
he  demanded,  as  the  previous  condition  of  peace,  that 
Meale  fliould  be  delivered  up  to  him.     This  Souza  refuf- 

ed, 
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ed,  but  promifed  to  fend  him  to  Malaca,  where  he  fhould 
remain  under  guard.  Immediately  on  the  acceffion  of 
Caftro,  the  Hydal  Can  renewed  his  propofal  for  the  fur- 
render  of  Mcale,  who  was  yet  at  Goa  ;  but  the  new  go- 
vernor rejected  this  demand  with  firmnefs.  It  was  deem- 
ed good  policy  by  feveral  of  the  Portuguefe  governors  to 
efpoufe  the  caufeof*  this  injured  prince.  They  efteemed 
him  as  an  engine,  which,  under  their  management,  would 
either  over-awe  the  Hydal  Can,  or  dethrone  him  when 
they  pleafed.  But  the  event  did  not  juftify  this  theoreti- 
cal wifdom.  It  had  been  pufillanimity  in  Caftro,  had  he 
furrendered  a  prince  who  was  under  protection  of  the 
Portuguefe  faith  \  but  the  contrary  conduct,  the  confe- 
quence  of  Souza's  policy,  produced  an  invafion  of  the  Por- 
tuguefe continental  territory  ;  and  though'  Caftro  was  vic- 
torious, the  Hydal  Can  continued  ever  ready  for  hoftili- 
ties,  and  occafion  was  ever  at  hand.  Scarcely  had  Caftro 
given  Hydal  Can  the  fir  ft  repulfe,  when  Mahumud,  the 
nephew  of  king  Badur,  the  heir  of  his  crown  and  fierce 
difpofition,  inftigated  by  Coje  Zofar,  and  aflifted  by  the 
Hydal  Can   and   about  8000  troops  from  Constantinople, 

among 


*  The  Portuguefe  hifrorians  difagree  in  their  accounts  of  this  Hydal  Can 
Abraham.  Bairos  fays,  he  was  not  of  the  blood  royal.  But  Faria,  who 
feletted  his  work  from  Barros,  and  feveral  other  authors,  calls  him  the  bro- 
ther of  Meale,  whom  he  unjufrly  dethroned.  When  Souza,  on  pretence 
of  doing  jufHce,  endeavoured  to  place  Meale  on  the  throne,  the  ufurper  in 
an  artful  epiftle  aflced  him  what  right  the  Portuguefe  had  to  dethrone  the 
kings  of  the  Eafl,  and  then  pretend  to  do  jultice  to  an  exiled  prince.  Pof- 
feflion,  he  faid,  proved  the  approbation  of  God;  and  the  Portuguefe,  lie 
added,  had  no  other  title  to  dominion  in  Afia. 
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among  whom  were  iooo  Janizaries,  commenced  hoftili- 
ties,  and  threatened  the  total  extirpation  of  the  Portuguefe. 
Their  warlike  operations  began  with  the  fiege  of  Dio. 
John  de  Mafcarene,  the  governor,  made  a  brave  defence, 
and  the  Portuguefe  difplayed  many  prodigies  of  valour. 
Azadacam,  Coje  Zofar,  and  others,  of  the  greateft  mili- 
tary reputation,  directed  the  attacks,  and  perifhed  in  their 
attempts.  Whenever  a  breach  was  made,  the  Turks  and 
Indians  prefled  on  by  ten  thoufands,  but  were  always  re- 
pulfed.  Nor  were  the  ladies  of  the  officers  lefs  active  and 
courageous  than  in  the  former  liege.  Various  reinforce- 
ments were  fent  by  the  governor,  one  of  which  was  com- 
manded by  his  fon  Don  Fernando.  Unnumbered  artillery 
thundered  on  every  fide,  and  mines  were  fprung,  by  one 
of  which  Fernando  was  with  his  battalion  blown  up  in 
the  air.  When  Caftro  received  the  tidings  of  this  difafter, 
he  was  at  Goa.  He  bore  it  with  the  greateft  compofure, 
and  though  it  was  the  tempeftuous  feafon,  he  immediate- 
ly difpatched  his  other  fon  Don  Alvaro  with  another  rein- 
forcement to  Dio.  After  eight  months  had  elapfed  in 
this  defperate  fiege,  the  governor  arrived  with  a  large 
fleet,  and  without  oppofition  entered  the  fort.  From 
thence  he  marched  out  at  the  head  of  2503  Portuguefe, 
and  fome  auxiliaries  of  Cochin.  The  numerous  army  of 
Mahumud  continued  in  their  trenches,  which  were  de- 
fended with  ramparts  and  a  profufion  of  artillery.  But 
the  enemy  were  driven  from  their  works,  and  purfued 
with  incredible  (laughter  through  the  ftreets  of  the  city. 
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Rume  Can,  the  fon  of  Zofar,  rallied  about  8000  of  hk 
braveft  troops,  and  was  totally  defeated  by  Caftro  *.  It 
was  neceiTary  to  profecute  the  war ;  and  the  governor,  in 
great  want  of  money  to  carry  it  on,  meditated -a  loan  of 
20,oco  pai  daos  from  the  citizens  of  Goa.  He  ordered 
the  grave  of  Don  Fernando  his  fon  to  be  opened,  on  pur- 
poie  to  fend  his  bones  as  a  pledge  ;  but  the  putrid  flate 
of  the  carcafe  prevented  this,  and  he  fent  a  lock  of  his 
own  muftacheos  as  a  fecurity  for  the  loan  ;  a  fecurity  in- 
deed uncommon,  but  which  included  in  it  a  fignal  pawn 
cf  his  honour.  The  pledge  was  refpectfully  returned, 
and  more  money  than  he  required  was  fent;  and  even 
the  women  itript  themfelves  of  their  bracelets  and  other 
jewels  to  fupply  his  want.  The  ladies  of  Chaul  followed 
the  example,  and  by  the  hands  of  their  little  daughters 
fent  him  their  richeft  jewels.  The  jewels,  however,  he 
returned,  and  having  with  great  afliduity  improved  his  na- 
val and  military  ftrength,  he  and  his  captains  carried  fire 

and 

*  During  the  heat  of  this  engagement,  Father  Cazal,  with  a  crucifix  on 
the  point  of  a  fpear,  greatly  animated  the  Portuguefe.  Rume  Can,  not- 
withflanding  all  the  efforts  of  Caftro,  put  his  troops  at  lad  in  great  disor- 
der. But  though  the- General  could  not,  the  Prieft  led  them  to  victory.  A 
weapon  bmke  off"  an  arm  of  the  crucifix,  and  Cazal  exclaiming  aloud,  fa- 
trtlegc,  faerilege,  revenge  the  facrilege,  infpiied  a  fury  which  determined 
the  battle.  In  many  other  engagements  the  leaders  promoted  their  intcrcfl 
in  this  manner.  They  often  faw  the  fign  of  the  crofs  in  the  air,  and  at 
different  times  fbme  Moorifh  prifoners  enquired  after  the  beautiful  young 
woman,  and  venerable  old  man,  who  appeared  in  the  front  of  the  Portu- 
guefe fquadrons.  And  the  Portuguefe  foldiers,  who  faw  no  fuch  perfona- 
ges,  were  thus  taught  to  believe  themfelves  under  the  particular  care  of  the 
Virgin  and  St.  Joieph. 
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and  {Word  over  the  dominions  of  the  hoftile  princes,  while 
Hydal  Can,  with  an  army  of  150,000  men,  retired  be- 
fore him.  The  king  of  Achem  was  alfo  defeated  at  Ma- 
laca,  and  the  ftubborn  villainy  of  the  debauched  Portu- 
guefe  foldiers  and  traders  was  the  only  enemy  unfubdued. 
To  prevent  the  ruin  of  the  fate,  fays  his  hiftorian  Andrada, 
l?e  made  it  unlawful  for  a  foldier  to  become  merchant.  But 
while  he  laboured  in  this  much  more  arduous  war,  in 
correcting  the  abufes  of  the  revenue,  and  the  diftribution 
of  juftice,  grief,  it  is  faid,  impaired  Caltro's  health,  and 
haftened  his  end,  at  a  time  when  Hydal  Can  and  all  who 
had  been  in  arms  againft  the  Portuguefe  were  fuing  for 
peace.  On  the  approach  of  death  he  appointed  a  council 
of  felect  perfons  to  take  the  management  of  affairs.  And 
fo  poor  was  the  great  Caftro,  that  the  firft  act  of  this  com- 
mittee was  an  order  to  fupply  the  expences  of  his  death- 
bed from  the  king's  reveuue ;  for  a  few  reals,  not  half  a 
dozen,  was  all  the  property  found  in  his  cabinet  *. 

With 


*  Caflro,  though  he  difdained  private  emolument,  wasfondofpuhlic  mag- 
nificence. After  his  victories  he  frequently  entered  Goa  in  the  manner  of 
a  Roman  triumph.  That,  after  his  happy  return  from  Dio,  was  fo  re- 
markably fplendid,  that  the  queen  of  Portugal  laid,  he  had  conquered  like 
a  Chriftian,  but  had  triumphed  like  a  heathen.  The  gates  and  hollies 
were  hung  with  filk  and  tapeftry.  The  cannon  and  aims  taken  from  the 
enemy  were  carried  in  the  front.  The  officers  in  armour,  with  plumed 
helmets  followed  :  Caftro  crowned  with  laurel,  and  with  a  laurel  bough  in 
bis  hand,  walked  upon  filk,  while  the  ladies  from  th_-  windows  fhowcred 
flowers  and  perfumes  upon   him  ;  and  Cazal,   with  the  maimed  crucifix, 

walked 
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With  the  eulogium  of  Caftro,  Camoens  concludes  his 
prophetic  fong,  and  here  alfo  the  mod  glorious  period 
of  the  Portuguefe  empire  in  Afia  terminates.  But  the  cir- 
cumftances  of  its  fall,  and  the  noble  and  partly  fuccefsful 
ftruggles  which  it  fometimes  made,  when  its  total  extincti- 
on feemed  inevitable,  are  highly  worthy  of  the  attention  of 
the  political  philofopher,  and  form  alfo  the  neceffary  con- 
clusion of  this  hiftory. 

Garcia  de  Sa,  an  experienced  officer,  fucceeded  Caftro, 
and  concluded  the  various  treaties  of  peace,  procured  by  the 
arms,  and  in  agitation  at  the  death  of  that  great  man,  high- 
ly to  the  advantage  and  honour  of  Portugal.  The  cele- 
brated St.  Francis  Xavier  was  now  a  principal  character  in 
Portuguefe  Afia.  And  while  the  converfion  of  the  Eaft 
was  all  he  profdTed,  he  rendered  the  throne  of  Portugal 

the 

walked  in  his  futplice  immediately  before  him.  Military  and  church  mu- 
fic  by  turns  refounded.  And  Juzarcan,  the  general  of  the  Indian  horfe, 
and  600  prifoners  guarded  and  in  chains,  clofcd  the  pioceflion.  When  he 
wrote  to  the  king  of  Portugal  the  particulars  of  the  relief  of  Dio,  hefolicited 
his  recall,  but  this  was  rejected,  and  he  was  appointed  to  continue  three 
years  longer,  with  the  additional  honour  of  the  title  of  Viceroy.  His  fchool- 
companion,  the  Infant  Don  Lewis,  wrote  him  an  affectionate  letter  re- 
queuing his  acquiefcence,  in  which  he  ufes  this  cxpreffion.  "  After  your 
performance  of  the  royal  ivill,  I  trufl  you  iv'ill  cover  the  tops  of  the  rocks  of  Cintra. 
ivitb  chapels  and  trophies  of  your  <vi£iories,  and  loner  enjoy  them  in  profound  repofe." 
Cintra,  for  rocky  hills,  woods,  and  rivers,  the  mofl  romantic  fituation  in 
nature,  was  the  family  eftate  of  Caftro.  It  is  faid  he  was  the  firft  who 
brought  the  orange-tree  to  Europe,  and  that  he  efteemed  this  gift  to  his 
country,  as  the  greateft  of  his  actions.  Three  orange-trees  are  ftill  preferv- 
ed  at  Cintra,  in  memorial  of  the  place  where  he  firft  planted  that  valuable 
fruitage.  He  died,  foon  after  he  was  named  Viceroy,  in  his  forty-eighth 
year.     His  family  ftill  remain. 
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the  moft  political  fervices.  His  unremitting  diligence,  and 
the  danger  and  toil  of  his  journies  from  kingdom  to  king- 
dom, befpeak  a  great  mind,  ardently  devoted  to  his  enter- 
prize  ;  and  the  various  princes  who  received  baptifm  from 
his  hands,  and  the  many  thoufands  who,  on  his  preaching, 
affumed  the  Chriftian  name,  difplayed  a  fuccefs  which  his 
admirers  efteemed  miraculous.  Nothing,  however,  could 
be  eafier  than  fuch  converfion.  Xavier  troubled  his  new 
converts  with  no  reftraint,  and  required  from  them  no 
knowledge  of  the  Chriftian  principles.  He  baptized  them, 
and  gave  them  crucifixes  to  worfhip,  and  told  them  they 
were  now  fure  of  heaven.  But  while  he  was  thus  fuperfi- 
cial  as  an  Apoftle,  as  a  Politician  he  was  minute  and  com- 
prehenfive.  Several  friars  of  different  orders  had  ere  now 
attempted  the  converfion  of  fome  Indians  ;  but  a  regular 
fyftem,  of  the  moffc  extenfive  operation,  was  referved  for 
the  fons  of  Ignatius  Loyola  ;  and  Xavier,  his  friend  and 
arch-difciple,  laid  the  bold  and  ardous  plan  of  reducing  the 
whole  Eaft  to  the  fpirirual  vaffalage  of  the  papal  chair. 
What  is  implied  in  this  he  well  knew,  and  every  offer  of 
religious  inftru<Stion  which  he  made,  was  attended  with  the 
moft  flattering  propofals  of  alliances ;  of  alliances,  how- 
ever, which  were  calculated  to  render  the  natives  depen- 
dent on  the  Portuguefe,  and  mere  tributaries.  In  this  plan 
of  operation  the  great  abilities  of  Xavier  were  crowned 
with  rapid  fuccefs.  Kings  and  kingdoms,  won  by  his 
preaching,  fued  for  the  friendfhip  of  the  Portuguefe.  But 
while  the  olive  of  peace  feemed  ready  to  fpread  its  boughs 

over 
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over  India,  the  unrelentiug  villainy  of  the  Portuguefe  fol- 
diers  and  merchants  counteracted  the  labours  of  Xavier; 
and  feveral  of  the  new  baptifed  princes,  in  refentment  of 
the  injuries  they  received,  returned  to  paganifm  and  hofti- 
lity.  Xavier,  who  acted  as  a  fpy  on  the  military  and  civil 
government  of  India,  not  only,  from  time  to  time,  laid 
thefe  abufes  before  the  king  of  Portugal,  but  alfo  intereft- 
ed  himfelf  greatly  both  in  the  military  f  and  civil  councils 
of  Portuguefe  Afia.  He  was  the  intimate  friend  and  coun- 
fellor  of  the  great  Caftro,  and  his  political  efforts  were  on- 
ly baffled  by  the  hardened  corruption  of  the  Portuguefe 
manners. 

While  Xavier  thus  laboured  in  the  direction  of  the 
fprings  of  government,  Garcia  de  Sa  died  fuddenly,  and 
in  authority  was  fucceeded  by  George  de  Cabral.  The  Za- 
morim,  the  king  of  Pimenta,  and  eighteen  vafTal  princes, 
among  whom  was  the  late  converted  king  of  Tanor,  who 
now  had  renounced  his  baptifm,  joined  in  a  league  againft 
the  king  of  Cochin,  the  faithful  ally  of  Portugal,  and  took 
the  field  with  near  200,000  men.  Cabral  halted  to  the 
alTiftance  of  Cochin,  and  in  feveral  expeditions  gained  con- 
fiderable  advantages  over  the  enemy.      The  enemy's  main 

army 

f  In  1547  Malaca  was  faved  by  Xavier.  The  king  of  Achem,  the  invete- 
rate enemy  of  Portugal,  fitted  out  60  veflels  againft  that  port.  And  when 
the  governor  refufed  to  fail  in  fearch  of  the  enemy,  ere  they  were  fully 
equipped,  Xavier  perfuaded  the  merchants  to  fit  out  ten  veftels.  He  went 
on  board,  and  by  his  perfuafions,  and  prophecies  of  fuccefs,  fo  encouraged 
this  fmall  fquadron,  that  they  gained  a  complete  victory  over  the  fleet  of 
Ad-em. 
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army  was  now  in  the  ifland  of  Cochin,  and  Cabral  with 
ioo  fail,  and  an  army  of  40,000  Cochinians,  had  reduced 
them  to  the  loweft  extremity  ;  when,  on  the  very  day,  up- 
on which  the  eighteen  vafTal  princes  were  to  have  been 
given  up  as  hoftages,  a  new  viceroy,  Don  Alonzo  de  No- 
ronha,  arrived,  and  inftantly  flopped  the  operations  of 
Cabral :  and  by  the  mifunderftanding  between  the  two  go- 
vernors, the  whole  army  of  the  enemy  efcaped.  Xavier 
remonftrated,  by  letter,  in  the  ftrongeft  terms,  to  the  king 
of  Portugal,  and  advifed  the  feverity  of  punifhment  ;  but 
to  thefe  falutary  warnings  no  attention  was  paid  by  the 
court  of  Lifbon. 

During  Sa's  government,  the  coafting  trade  of  the  pri- 
vate adventurers  became  more  and  more  piratical,  and  con- 
tinually gave  birth  to  an  endlefs  fucceffion  of  petty,  but 
bloody  wars.  Though  the  king  of  Cochin  had  ever  been 
the  faithful  ally  of  Portugal,  Cabral  ordered,  without  even 
the  pretence  of  complaint,  one  of  his  richeft  pagodas  f  to 
be  plundered.  This  attempt,  in  the  true  fpirit  of  the  pri- 
vate traders,  was  defeated  ;  but  the  royal  monopoly,  al- 
ready miferably  inadequate  both  to  its  means  and  object, 
fuffcred  by  this  breach  of  faith.     It  was  the  caufe,  fays 

Faria, 

*  t  The  Indian  pagodas  or  temples  are  the  repofitorics  of  their  mod  valu- 
able treafures.  When  they  intend  to  build  a  pagoda,  fays  Faria,  they  fow 
the  ground  with  kidney-beans.  When  thefe  are  green,  they  bring  a  grey 
cow  to  feed  among  them,  and  on  the  fpot  where  fhe  firft  dungs,  they  erect 
the  throne  of  the  idol  to  whom  the  pagoda,  which  they  build  around  it,  is 
to  be  dedicated.  Pythagoras's  veneration  for  beans,  to  gethei  with  hisme- 
tempfichofis,  was  perhaps  borrowed  from  the  Indians. 


clxxiv  PORTUGUESE     ASIA, 

Faria,  that  the  homeward  fleet,  of  only  three  (hips,  fet 
out  ill  laden,  and  late  in  the  feafon,  when  the  tempefts 
were  coming  on. 

When  Noronha  opened  his  patent  of  commiflion,  he 
found  that  his  power  had  received  a  limitation  unknown 
before.  A  council  was  therein  nominated,  by  whofe  ad- 
vice he  was  enjoined  to  govern.  But  it  does  not  appear, 
from  his  envious  and  ruinous  tranfaction  with  Cabral,  or 
from  any  other  of  his  meafures,  that  he  was  either  reftrain- 
ed  or  influenced  by  their  control.  Petty  wars  and  ufual 
depredation  marked  the  beginning  of  his  regency  ;  the  lat- 
ter part  of  it  was  truly  infamous.  The  Portuguefe  had  va- 
luable fettlements  in  the  rich  ifland  of  Ceylon,  and  the 
king  of  Cota,  their  ally,  was  now  treacheroufly  invaded, 
in  breach  of  a  folemn  peace,  by  Madune  king  of  Ceytava- 
ca.  In  one  of  the  firft  battles  the  king  of  Cota  loft  his 
life,  and  his  ftfccefibr  implored  the  ftipulated  affiftance  of 
the  Portuguefe.  Noronha  himielf  haftened  to  Ceylon,  and 
his  firft  action  was  to  put  to  the  rack  fome  of  the  domeftics 
of  the  king  whom  he  came  to  defend,  in  order  to  make 
them  difcover  their  prince's  treasures.  He  then  plunder- 
ed the  palace  of  the  late  king,  and  demanded  200,000  du- 
cats to  defray  his  charges,  which  fum  was  immediately 
given  to  him.  He  afterwards  defeated  Madune,  and  rail- 
ed his  city  in  learch  of  treafure,  and  very  confiderable 
riches  were  found.  By  agreement  one  half  of  the  booty 
was  due  to  the  king  of  Cota,  but  Noronha  paid  no  regard 

to 
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to  the  faith  of  treaty.  Nor  would  he  leave  one  Portuguefe 
foldier  to  defend  his  injured  ally,  though  earneftly  folicit- 
ed,  and  though  the  king  of  Ceytavaca  remained  in  die 
mountains  ready  for  revenge  on  the  departure  of  the 
viceroy  J, 

The  Grand  Turk,  ftill  intent  on  the  extirpation  of  the 
Portuguefe  from  India,  fitted  out  three  formidable  fqua- 
drons  during  the  regency  of  Noronha.  The  firft,  com- 
manded by  a  bold  pirate  named  Pirbec,  failed  from  Suez, 
with  an  armament  of  1 6,000  men.  He  plundered  the  Por- 
tuguefe fettlement  at  Mafcate,  and  even  the  city  of  Ormuz, 
though  the  fort  held  out  againft  him.  Having  alfo  plun- 
dered other  coafts,  he  returned  to  Conftantinople  with 
great  riches,  which  he  prefented  to  the  Sultan.  But,  as 
nothing  effectual  was  done  towards  the  extirpation  of  the 
Europeans,  in  place  of  reward,  Pirbec's  head  was  {truck 
off  by  order  of  the  Grand  Signior. 

The  ftrenuous  and  long  continued  efforts  of  the  Porte  to 
expel  the  Portuguefe  from  the  eaftern  feas,  difplay  the  vaft 
importance  of  the  naval  fuperiority  of  the  Europeans  in 
Afia.  Though  immediate  gain  feems  to  have  been  the  fole 
motive  of  the  Europeans  who  firft  went  to  India,  the  Moors 
and  Turks  perceived  the  remote  political  confequences  of 
their  arrival,  in  the  cleareft  light.     Diffatisfied  with  the 

undecifive 

}  By  order  of  the  king  of  Portugal,  and  by  rruans  of  Xavicr,  the  extor- 
tions of  Noronha  were  afterwards  reftored  to  the  king  of  Cota. 


xlxxvi  PORTUGUESE     ASIA. 

undecifive  expedition  of  Pirbec,  two  other  formidable  Tur- 
kifh  fquadrons  were  lent  againit.  the  Portuguefe.  But  both 
ofthefe  were  commanded  by  officers  of  mean  abilities,  and 
were  totally  defeated  by  fhipwreck  and  battle.  The  Za- 
morim  and  the  king  of  Pimenta,  whofe  combined  army 
Noronha  had  formerly  permitted  to  efcape,  had  continued, 
during  the  war  in  Ceylon  and  with  the  Turks,  to  harafs 
the  Portuguefe  fleets,  and  the  king  of  Cochin,  their  ally. 
Noronha,  now  at  leifure,  went  in  perfon  to  revenge  thefe 
infults,  and  the  rich  iilands  of  Alagada,  fubjecl  to  the 
king  of  Pimenta,  after  a  defperate  defence,  were  deftroy- 
ed  with  fire  and  fword.  Our  military  poet,  Camoens,  at 
this  time  arrived  in  India,  and  difcovercd  his  valour  as  a 
volunteer  in  this  expedition. 

While  the  royal  monopoly  and  the  coafting  trade  were 
thus  reduced  and  expofed,  under  the  languor  and  weak- 
nefs  of  the  military  operations,  the  active  fpirit  of  Xavier 
was  untired.  Having  viiited  almoft  every  fettlement, 
every  where  endeavouring  to  infpire  political  vigour  and 
unanimity,  he  was  now  bufied  in  adding  the  Chinefe  lan- 
guage to  his  other  laborious  acquirements  of  the  oriental 
tongues  ;  for  the  fpiritual  dominion  of  China  was  the 
grand  object,  of  his  frupendous  plan.  But,  alarmed  at  the 
ipreading  odium  railed  by  the  cruel  and  unjuft  actions  of 
Noronha  in  Ceylon,  he  hafted  thither,  for  he  forefaw  the 
malign  influence  of  the  Portuguefe  infolence  and  oppref- 
fion.     From  Ceylon  he  went  to  the  Maluccos  and  'Japan, 

and 
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and  when  ready  to  enter  China,  his  death  in  the  hie  of 
Sancyon  clofed  his  unwearied  labours  of  twelve  years  in 
the  Eaft.  To  reflrain  the  Portuguefe  injultice  and  tyran- 
ny, and  to  win  the  affection  of  the  natives,  were  the  means 
by  which  Xavief  endeavoured  to  eftablilh  his  ftupendous 
plan  of  the  vaffalage  of  the  eaftern  world.  And,  had  he 
lived  in  the  more  virtuous  days  of  Albuquerque,  his  views 
would  probably  have  been  crowned  with  fuccefs.  By  the 
mean  artifices  and  frauds  of  the  Jefuits  who  fucceeded  in 
his  miffion,  whofe  narrow  minds  were  earneft  for  prefent 
emolument,  what  good  effects  the  fuperior  mind  of  Xa- 
vier  had  produced,  were  foon  counteracted,  and  totally 
loft. 

After  a  regency  of  three  years,  Don  Alphonfo  de  No- 
ronha  was  fucceeded  by  Don  Pedro  de  Mafcarenhas,  a 
gentleman  in  his  feventieth  year.  Meale  Can  was  now  at 
Goa.  Mafcarene  adopted  ?he  former  policy  of  fupporting 
Meale's  title  to  the  throne  of  Hydal  Can,  and  proclaimed 
him  king  of  Vifapor.  But  Mafcarene's  death,  ere  he  had 
governed  thirteen  months,  clofed  his  regency,  and  Fran- 
cifco  Barreto,  his  fucceiTor,  entering  into  his  views,  and 
defirous  of  the  immenfe  emoluments  of  an  Indian  war> 
profecuted  his  defigns.  The  great  Caftro,  by  his  patro- 
nage of  Meale,  had  kept  the  Hydal  Can  in  awe  ;  but 
Caftro's  faith  and  abilities  were  now  wanting.  In  breach 
of  a  treaty  of  peace  with  the  tlydal  Can,  and  on  pre- 
tence of  doing  juftice  to  an  exiled  prince,  Earreto  kindled 

vol.   i.  L  a  war. 
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a  war,  which  proved  highly  injurious  to  the  Portuguefe. 
Meale  was  defeated  and  taken  prifoner  in  his  kingdom  of 
Vifapor  5  and  feveral  bloody  undecifive  campaigns  dis- 
played the  refentment  of  the  Hydal  Can  *.  Nor  were  the 
affairs  of  the  Maluccos  lefs  unhappy.  Deza,  the  Portu- 
guefe governor,  treacheroufly  imprifbned  the  king  of 
Ternate  and  his  whole  family,  and  ordered  them  to  be 
ftarved  to  death.  He  was  relieved,  however,  by  the 
neighbouring  princes,  who  took  arms  in  his  defence  5 
and  the  fubmiflion  of  the  Portuguefe,  who  deprived  Deza 
of  his  command,  ended  the  war. 

While  the  military  reputation  of  the  Portuguefe  had 
almofb  loft  its  terrors,  while  their  empire  in  the  Eaft  was 
thus  haftening  to  its  fall,  John  III.  was  fucceeded  by  Se- 
baflian,  an  infant ;  and  Don  Conftantine  de  Braganza, 
of  the  blood  royal,  was  appointed  deputy-king  of  India. 
He  governed  three  years,  and  never  performed  one  action 
which  did  honour  to  his  abilities.  The  officers  he  fent 
out  on  various  expeditions  were  generally  defeated,  parti- 
cularly in  a  war  with  the  Turks  on  the  coafts  of  Arabia. 
He  himfelf  fhared  the  fame  fate,  and  once  faved  his  life, 
at  the  city  of  Jafanapatan,  by  inglorious  flight.  His  views 
were  of  no  importance.  He  imprifoned  Luis  de  Melo 
for  lofing  too  much  time  in  a  victorious  expedition  on  the 
coaft  of  Malabar.     In  a  defcent  on  Ceylon,  the  Portuguefe 

feized 

*  See  the  note  on  Barreto,  in  the  Life  of  Camoens. 
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feized  the  tooth  of  a  monkey,  a  relick  held  facred  by  the 
Pagans,  for  which,  according  to  Linfchoten,  700,000 
ducats  were  offered  in  ranfom  ;  but  Conftantine  ordered 
it  to  be  burned.  The  kings  of  Siam  and  Pegu  pretended 
the  real  tooth  was  faved  by  a  Banian,  and  each  aflerting 
that  he  was  in  pofleffion  of  the  genuine  one,  bloody  wars, 
which  much  endangered  the  Portuguefe  eaftern  fettlements, 
were  kindled  j  and  Conftantine,  finding  himfelf  embarraf- 
fed,  refigned,  contrary  to  the  defire  of  the  council  of  Lii- 
bon.  He  is  celebrated  for  his  great  politenefs  and  affabi- 
lity ;  and  his  government  is  diftinguifhed  by  the  eftablifh- 
ment  of  the  inquifition  at  Goa. 

Don  Conftantine  was  fucceeded  by  the  Count  de  Re- 
dondo.  Petty  wars  continued  as  ufual  on  every  coait.  In 
1564,  a  Portuguefe  fhip,  contrary  to  the  treaty  of  peace, 
was  attacked  by  three  vefTels  of  Malabar  ;  Redondo  com- 
plained, and  was  anfwered  by  the  Zarnorhn,  thaty3/;;;'  re- 
bels had  done  i(,  whom  he  tvas  welcome  to  feize  and  chajiife. 
Irritated  by  this  reply,  and  on  purpofe  to  retort  it,  he  lent 
Dominic  de  Mefquita  with  three  {hips  to  fcour  the  coaft 
of  Malabar.     And  Mefquita  foon  murdered  2000 

Malabrians,  the  greateft  part  of  whom  he  fewed  up  in 
their  own  fail-cloths  and  wantonly  drowned.  Redondo, 
however,  died  fuddenly,  ere  the  Zamorim  complained  ; 
but  iuch  was  the  famenefs  of  idea  among  the  Portuguefe, 
that  Juan  de  Mendoza,   his  fucceflbr,  in   a:  th  : 

Zamorim's  complaint,  adopted  the  intended  witticifm  of 

L   2  ondo, 
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Redondo,  and  retorted  the  Zamoritn's  reply ;  it  was  doni 
by  rebels ,  ivhom  he  was  we/come  to  faze  and  chajlife.  A  fpi- 
rited  reprifal  is  often  the  moft  decifive  meafure ;  but  this 
inhuman  one,  furely,  was  not  dictated  by  wifdcm.  A 
bold  woman  of  quality,  whofe  hufband  had  been  murder- 
ed by  Mefquita,  with  all  the  fury  afcribed  to  an  ancient 
Druidefs,  ran  from  place  to  place,  execrating  the  Portu- 
guefe,  and  exciting  to  revenge.  Many  of  the  Moors  en- 
tered into  an  oath,  never  to  lay  down  their  arms  till  they 
had  rooted  the  Portuguefe  out  of  India.  They  fuddenly 
befet  the  fort  of  Cananor,  and  burned  above  thirty  Por- 
tuguefe fhips  that  rode  under  its  cannon  ;  and  a  tedious 
war  enfued.  Mendoza,  after  fix  months,  was  iuperfeded 
by  Don  Antonio  de  Noronha,  who  ended  the  war  of 
Cananor  with  the  defolation  of  the  adjacent  country.  Con- 
fuiion  and  blood  fhed  covered  the  rich  ifland  of  Ceylon, 
and  the  new  converts,  the  allies  of  Portugal,  were  humm- 
ed down  by  the  other  natives.  The  king  of  Achem  and 
other  princes  began  now  to  meditate  a  general  league  for 
the  extirpation  of  the  Portuguefe.  And  the  Grand  Turk, 
defirous  of  acquifition  in  India,  became  a  zealous  auxiliary. 
But  though  the  firft  attempt  upon  Malaca  was  defeated  by 
the  valour  of  Don  Leonis,  the  commander,  the  league 
continued  in  agitation,  while  the  Portuguefe  feemed  to 
invite  and  to  folicit  their  own  deftrudtion.  The  rapine 
of  individuals  became  every  year  more  fhamelefs  and  ge- 
neral. While  an  idolatrous  devotion  to  faints  and  images 
rendered  them   inexorable  in  their  cruelty  to  thofe  of  a 

different 
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different  worfhip,  they  abandoned  themfelves  without  re- 
ibraint  to  the  moft  lafcivious  luxury,  and  every  officer  had 
his  feraglio  of  five,  fix,  or  eight  of  the  fineft  women. 
Indian  women  of  quality  were  publicly  dragged  from 
their  kindred  by  Portuguefe  ravifhers.  The  inhabitants 
of  Amboina  had  received  the  Portuguefe  with  the  greateft 
friendfhip.  At  a  banquet  given  by  the  natives,  a  young 
officer,  in  the  face  of  all  the  company^  and  in  prefence 
of  her  hufband,  attempted  to  ravifh  one  of  the  principal 
ladies,  and  was  unreproved  by  his  countrymen.  The  ta- 
bles were  inftantly  overturned,  and  the  Portuguefe  ex- 
pelled the  ifland.  And  here,  as  at  Ceylon  and  other 
parts  of  India,  the  popular  fury  was  firft  glutted  with  the 
blood  of  thofe  natives,  now  efteemed  as  traitors,  who 
had  embraced  the  religion  of  the  Portuguefe,  Immedi- 
ately another  moft  daring  breach  of  humanity  called  aloud 
upon  the  princes  of  the  Eaft  to  unite  in  the  defence  of 
each  other.  Ayero*,  king  of  Ternate,  had  always  been 
friendly  and  tributary  to  the  Portuguefe,  yet  on  renewing 
a  treaty  of  alliance,  after  having  mutually  fworn  on  the 

arms 


*  This  is  the  fame  prince  whom  Deza  treacheroufly  imprifoned  and  at- 
tempted to  ftarve.  He  continued,  however,  faithful  to  the  Portuguefe, 
till  his  nephew  was  murdered  byfome  of  their  officer'.  Three  of  the  ag- 
greflbrs  were  feiztd  by  the  king's  order,  and  put  to  death.  On  renewing 
the  alliance  with  the  Portuguefe,  he  was  treacheroufly  murdtied  by  thc 
commandant's  nephew.  Ashe  was  (tabbed,  he  laid  hold  of  a  cannon  which 
bore  the  arms  of  Portugal,  and  exclaimed,  Ab  !  Cavaliers,  is  it  thus  you  re- 
ward tic  moft  faithful fubjeft  of  your  li»g,  my  fo-vcrcign  ! 
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arms  of  Portugal,  he  was  ftabbed  by  order  of  the  Por- 
tuguefe  commandant.  Nor  did  this  treachery  appcafe 
the  murderer.  In  prefence  of  his  queen  and  daughters, 
who  in  vain  implored  permiffion  to  bury  him,  his  body 
was  cut  into  pieces  and  falted,  put  into  a  cheft,  and  thrown 
into  the  fea.  He  had  a  fon,  however,  Chil  Babu,  who, 
in  revenge  of  this,  proved  the  moft  formidable  enemy  the 
Portuguefe  had  ever  known  in  the  Eaft.  His  ambafTa- 
dors  hafted  from  court  to  court,  and  the  princes  of  India, 
harafFed  by  their  cruel  awful  tyrants,  who  trampled  on 
every  law  of  humanity  and  good  policy,  combined  with 
him  in  a  general  league  for  the  utter  expulfion  of  the  Por- 
tuguefe ;  and  fo  confident  were  the  natives  of  fuccefs, 
that  not  only  the  divifion  of  the  Portuguefe  fettlements, 
but  the  pofTeffion  of  the  moft  beautiful  of  their  wives  and 
ghters,  was  alfo  fettled  among  them.  Five  years  was 
this  league  in  forming,  and  eaftern  politics  never  produ- 
ced a  better  concerted  plan  of  operation.  The  various 
forts  and  territories  of  the  Portuguefe  were  allotted  to  the 
neighbouring  princes.  Goa,  Onor,  and  Bracalor  were 
to  reward  the  victories  of  the  Hydal  Can  •,  Chaul,  Da- 
mam,  and  Bacaim  were  to  be  taken  by  Nizamaluco,  a 
king  of  the  Decan ;  the  Zamorim  was  to  pofTefs  himfelf 
of  Cananor,  Mangalor,  Cochin,  and  Chale ;  the  king  of 
Achem  was  to  reduce  Malaca  ;  and  the  king  of  Ternate 
was  to  attack  the  Maluccos.  Befides  thefe,  many  other 
princes  had  their  appointed  lines  of  action  ;  and  this  tre- 
mendous ftorm  was  to  bur  ft,  in  every  quarter,  at  the  fame 

initant. 
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inftant.  Don  Luis  de  Ataide  was  governor  of  India 
when  this  war  began.  The  Hydal  Can,  with  an  army 
which  confifted  of  100,000  infantry,  35,000  horfe,  2140 
elephants,  and  350  pieces  of  cannon,  covered  the  conti- 
nent oppofite  to  Goa  for  feveral  leagues,  and  the  difpofi- 
tion  of  his  extenfive  pofts  difplayed  great  generalfhip. 
Every  eminence  was  fortified,  and  his  batteries,  of  two 
leagues  in  extent,  thundered  upon  Goa.  The  difpofitions 
of  Ataide,  however,  not  only  protected  that  ifland,  but 
his  unexpected  inroads  often  carried  terror  and  flaughter 
through  this  immenfe  encampment.  The  Hydal  Can, 
though  greatly  difpirited,  began  to  plant  gardens  and  orch- 
ards, and  build  banquetting  houfes,  as  if  refolved  to  con- 
quer, at  whatever  diftance  of  time.  While  Goa  was  thus 
befieged,  Chaul,  a  place  of  lefs  defence,  was  inverted  by 
Nizamaluco,  at  the  head  of  an  army  of  150,000  men, 
Turks,  Moors,  Ethiopians,  Perfians,  and  Indians.  The 
king  of  Ternate  attacked  the  Maluccos ;  the  queen  of  Gar- 
zopa  carried  her  arms  againft  Onor ;  and  Surat  was  feized 
by  Agalachem,  a  prince  tributary  to  the  Mogul.  And 
even  the  ancient  Chriftians  of  St.  Thomas,  perfecuted  by 
the  inquilltion  of  Goa,  for  non-fubmiflion  to  the  See  of 
Rome  f,  joined  the  Pagans  and  Mohammedans  againft  the 

natives 

f  See  Geddes's  Hiftory  of  the  Malabrian  Church.  The  Chriflians  of  St. 
Thomas,  according  to  the  Portuguefe  hiftovians,  disturbed  the  new  converts, 
by  telling  them  that  the  religion  the  Portuguefe  taught  them  was  not 
Chriftianity.  This  gave  great  offence  to  the  Jeiuits,  who  in  revenge  peife- 
cuted  the  Thomifts  with  all  the  horrors  of  the  newly  cftablilhcd  Inquilition. 
The  following  fhort  account  of  the  Chriftians  of  the  Ealt  may  perhaps  be 

acceptable. 
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natives  of  Portugal.  But  where  even  the  embers  of 
haughty  valour  remain,  danger  an  an  able  general  will* 
awake  them'  into  a  flame.  Don  Luis,  the  viceroy,  was 
advifed  to  withdraw  the  Portuguefe  from  the  exterior  parts 
for  the  fupport  of  Goa,  the  feat  of  their  empire.  But  this 
he  gallantly  refufed,  and  even  permitted  a  fleet  with  400 
men  to  fail  for  Portugal  *.  The  Zamorim  and  the  king 
of  Achem,  having  met  fome  repulfes  at  fea,  were  not 
punctual  in  the  agreed  commencement  of  hoftility.  This 
favoured  Ataide  ;  and  no  fooner  did  he  gain  an  advantage 
in  one  place,  than  he  fent  relief  to  another.  He  and  the 
beft  troops  haftened  from  fort  to  fort,  and  victory  followed 
victory,  till  the  leaders  of  this  moft  formidable  combination 
fued  for  peace.  A  fignal  proof  of  what  valour  and  mili- 
tary art  may  do  againft  the  greateft  multitudes  of  undis- 
ciplined militia. 

An 

acceptable.  In  the  fouth  parts  of  Malabar,  about  200,000  of  the  inhabi- 
tants profefled  Chriftianity  before  the  arrival  of  the  Portuguefe.  They 
called  themfelves  the  Christians  of  Saint  Thomas,  by  which  apoftle  their 
anceftors  had  been  conveited.  For  1300  years  they  had  been  under  the 
Patriarch  of  Babylon,  who  appointed  their  M.-terane  or  Archbifhop.  Dr. 
Geddes,  in  the  Hiftory  of  the  Church  of  Malabar,  relates,  that  Francifc* 
Jioz,  a  Jei'uit  miflionary,  complained  to  Menezes,  the  Portuguefe  archbifhop 
of  Goa,  that  when  he  (hewed  thefe  people  an  image  of  our  Lady,  they  cried 
out,  "  Away  with  that  filthinefs,  we  are  Chriftians,  and  do  not  adore  idols 
"  or  pagoda." 

Don  Frey  AUixo  de  Mtnczei,  archbifhop  of  Goa,  did  "  endeavour  to  thrufr. 
"  upon  the  church  of  Malabar  the  whole  mafs  of  popery,  which  they  were 
"  before  unacquainted  with."  To  this  purpofe  he  had  engaged  all  the  neigh- 
bouring princes  to  affift  him,  "  and  had  fecured  the  major  part  of  the  priefts 
"  prefent,  in  all  one  hundred  and  fifty-three,  whereof  two-thirds  were  or- 
"  dained  by  himfelf,  and  made  them  abjure  their  old  religion,  and  fubferibe 
«'  the  creed  of  pope  Pius  IV."— Millar's  Hiftory  of  the  Propag.  of  Chriftia- 
r.ity. 

*  This  was  the  trading  fleet,  or  regal  monopoly,  the  delay  of  .which 
rht  have  produced  his  recall. 
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An  highly  honourable  peace  was  concluded  with  Niza- 
maluco  •,  but  while  the  Hydal  Can  was  in  treaty,  and  while 
the  Zamorim,  who  was  now  in  arms  both  by  fea  and  land, 
propofed  conditions  to  which  Ataide  would  not  liften  *, 
that  brave  commander  was  fuperfeded  by  the  arrival  of  his 
fucceflbr,  Antonio  de  Noronha.  When  Ataide  left  India, 
the  Hydal  Can  was  ftill  before  Goa,  and  the  new  viceroy 
had  the  honour  to  conclude  the  treaty  of  peace.  But 
the  important  fortrefs  of  Chale,  near  Calicut,  furrendered 
to  the  Zamorim,  who  was  ftill  in  arms.  And  the  new 
commiffion  of  Noronha  involved  the  Eaft  in  perplexities 
unknown  before.  At  the  very  time  when  the  league  be- 
gan to  exert  its  apparently  invincible  force,  at  that  very 
time  king  Sebaftian,  now  about  his  fixteenth  year,  divid- 
ed his  eaftern  empire,  as  if  it  had  been  in  the  moft  flou- 
rifhing  condition,  into  three  governments,  independent  of 
each  other.  Noronha  was  to  command  from  Cape 
Gardafu,  on  the  mouth  of  the  Red  Sea,  to  the  coaft  of 
Pegu,  with  the  title  of  Viceroy  of  India.  From  Gardafu 
to  Cape  Corrientes,  below  Madagafcar,  was  given  to  Fran- 
cifco  Barreto,  late  governor  of  Portuguefe  Alia,  now  en- 
titled Governor  of  Monomotapa  ;  and  from  Pegu  to  China, 
with  the  title  of  Governor  of  Malaca,  was  appointed  to 
Antonio  Moniz  Barreto.  In  this  pompous  divifion  of  em- 
pire, Moniz  Barreto  was  to  be  equipped  from  India  ;  but 
Portuguefe  India  could  not  afford  the  force  which  his  pa- 
tent 

*  He  -would  male  no  peace,  he  faid,  but  upon  fucb  terms  as  the  Zamorim  might 
expecl  were  tie  Portuguefe  in  the  mojl  fiourijhing  condition. 
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tent  appointed,  and  Moniz  refufed  to  fail  to  Malaca  with 
an  inferior  equipment.  The  celebrated  Echebar,  the 
Great  Mogul,  or  emperor  of  Hindoftan,  had  now  poflefc 
fed  himfelf  of  the  throne  of  Cambaya  *,  and  as  Bacaim 
and  Damam  had  formerly  belonged  to  that  kingdom,  he 
meditated  the  recovery  of  thefe  territories  from  the  Por- 
tuguefe :  but  while  he  was  ready  to  inveffc  Damam,  No- 
ronha  entered  the  river  with  fo  formidable  a  fleet,  that 
Echebar  confented  to  a  peace,  which  confirmed  the  Portu- 
guefe  right  of  pofTefiion,  on  condition  of  their  alliance. 
The  king  of  Achem,  who  according  to  the  league  was  to 
have  invaded  Malaca,  now  performed  his  part,  and  redu- 
ced that  fettlement,  which  had  no  governor,  to  the  deep- 
eft  diftrefs.  The  arms  of  Ternate  were  alfo  profperous  in 
the  Maluccos.  To  the  relief  of  thefe  Noronha  fent  fome 
fupplies,  but  while  he  was  preparing  to  fend  more,  an  or- 
der from  Portugal  arrived,  which  empowered  Don  Gafper 
archbifhop  of  Goa  to  depofe  Noronha,  and  invert  Moniz 
with  the  government  of  India.  Don  Leonis  de  Pereyra 
was  at  the  fame  time  appointed  governor  of  Malaca. 
Moniz  urged  him  to  fail  to  the  relief  of  his  fettlement, 
but  Leonis  refufed  to  go  thither  with  lefs  than  the  appoint- 
ed equipment.  Though  on  the  private  accufations  of  Mo- 
niz, Noronha  was  degraded  for  a  like  refufal ;  though  No- 
ronha was  then  at  war,  and  Moniz  now  at  peace  ;  and 
though  Leonis  abated  in  his  demand,  Moniz  was  immove- 
able. 

*  Mahumud,  nephew  of  king  Badur,  was  betrayed  into  Echebar's  hands 
by  one  of  his  officers.    The  traitor  was  beheaded  by  order  of  Echebar. 
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able.  Leonis  therefore  failed  for  Portugal,  where  his  con- 
duct was  juftified,  yet  no  punifhment  allotted  to  Moniz  ; 
fuch  was  the  unblufhing  partiality  with  which  the  minif- 
ters  of  Sebaftian  governed  the  falling  empire  of  Portuguefe 
Alia. 

"While  Malaca  was  thus  deferted  by  its  governor,  the 
kin;;  of  Ac  1    :n  and  the  queen  of  Japara,  with  numerous 
fleets  ind  armies,  poured  all  the  horrors  of  war  upon  that 
valuab*    territory,     Time  after  time,  as  the  (nattered  fleets 
of  Li  e  one  retired  to  repair,  the  new  armaments  of  the 
other  immedi3tely  filled  their  ftations.     And  the  king  of 
Ternare,  the  author  of  the  League,  was  victorious  in  the 
ifles  of  Malucco.     The  feveral  fupplies  of  relief,  font  by 
Moniz,  one  of  which  confifted  of  2000  troops,  all  perifhed 
by  fhipwreck  ere  they  reached  their  deftined  ports.      The 
murderer  of  king    Ayero   was  ftabbed  by  the  populace, 
and  the  Portuguefe  were  totally  expelled  from  this  fettle- 
ment,  which  commanded  the  fpice  iflands.     Nor  was  the 
government  of  Francis  Barreto,  in  Monomotapa,  leis  un- 
happy.    He,  who  had  been  governor  of  India,  fays  Faria 
accepted  of  this  diminifhed  command  for  three  reafons  ^ 
becaufe  he  was  poor ,  becaufe  it  was  the  king's  will,  and  be- 
caufe  it  was  a  poft  of  great  danger.    His  commiffion  was  to 
make   himfelf  mafter  of  the  mines   which  fupply  Sofala 
and  the  neighbouring  ports  with  gold  and  iilver  :  and  one 
Monchros,  a  Jefuit,  accompanied  him,  without  whofe  con- 
currence he  was  prohibited  to  act.    He  failed  from  Lifbon, 

with 
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with  only  three  fhips  and  a  thoufand  men,  in  1569,  and 
having  received  fome  fupplies  at  Mozambique,  together 
with  tools  for  miners,  camels  |  and  other  beafts  of  burden, 
he  proceeded  to  his  vifionary  government.  He  landed  in 
the  river  of  Good  Signs,  and  propofed  to  march  to  the 
mines  by  the  route  of  Sofala.  But  to  this  Monclaros  would 
not  confent,  and  by  his  direction  he  took  a  more  diftant 
courfe.  After  a  march  of  ten  days  along  the  river  Zam- 
beze,  during  which  his  fmall  army  fuffered  greatly  by  ex- 
treme heat  and  third,  he  faw  the  mountains  and  valleys 
covered  with  innumerable  multitudes  of  armed  men. 
Thefe,  however,  were  difperfed  by  his  fire-arms ;  and  foon 
after  another  army,  as  numerous  as  the  former,  fhared  the 
fame  fate.  The  Cafres  now  fued  for  peace,  and  offered 
to  difcover  the  mines.  But  when  now  on  the  eve  of  fuc- 
cefs,  Monclaros  commanded  him  to  defift  from  his  ruinous 
expedition,  and  immediately  to  return  to  Mozambique. 
And  fo  deeply  was  Barreto  affected  with  this  difappoint- 

ment 

\  Cortez  is  juftly  admired  for  the  ready  dexterity  with  which  he  improv- 
ed every  opinion  of  the  Mexicans  to  his  own  advantage.  Barreto  gave  an 
inftance  of  thi;  art  upon  this  expedition.  When  the  Cafres  were  fuing  for 
peace,  and  Barreto  in  great  want  of  provifions,  one  of  the  camels  having 
broke  loofe  from  its  keepers,  and  after  running  till  tired,  happened  to  be 
met  by  Barreto,  to  whom  it  inftantly  kneeled,  as  is  ufual  for  that  creature 
when  it  receives  its  burden.  The  Cafres,  who  had  never  before  fecn  fuch 
an  animal,  thought  it  fpoke  to  the  governor,  and  earneftly  afked  what  it 
faid.  Thefe  creatures,  replied  Barreto,  live  upon  human  flefh  :  and  this  one 
has  been  lent  from  its  brethren  to  beg  I  would  not  make  peace  with  you, 
otherwife  they  muft  be  ftarved.  After  much  entreaty,  Barreto  promifed 
to  perfuade  the  camels  to  be  contented  with  the  flefh  of  beeves ;  upon  which 
the  Cafres  gladly  fupplied  him  with  as  many  herds  as  he  defired. 
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ment  and  difhonour,  that  overwhelmed  with  the  fever  of 
indignation,  without  any  other  fymptom  of  ail,  he  breathed 
out  his  life  in  fighs,  after  the  violent  mental  agitation  of 
two  days.  Among  his  papers  was  found  a  commiffion  for 
Vafco  Homem,  his  major,  to  fucceed  him  ;  who,  perfuad- 
ed  by  the  Jefuit,  immediately  returned  to  Mozambique. 
But  Monclaros  having  failed  for  Portugal,  Homem,  up- 
braided by  the  officers  of  that  ftation,  returned  to  Mono- 
motapa.  He  landed  at  Sofaia,  and  from  thence,  by  a  fhort 
and  eafy  march,  arrived  at  the  place  were  the  mines  were 
expected.  After  fome  fkirmifhes  with  the  Cafres,  the  king 
of  Chicanga  pretended  to  be  friendly,  and  offered  to  fliew 
the  mines.  Having  led  the  Portuguefe  from  province  to 
province,  he  at  laft  brought  them  to  a  place  where  he  had 
ordered  fome  ore  to  be  buried  and  fcattered,  and  here  he 
told  them  was  a  rich  fllver  mine.  While  the  Portuguefe 
were  leveral  days  bufled  in  digging  around,  the  Cafres  ef- 
caped  ;  and  Homem,  his  provisions  beginning  to  fail,  re- 
turned to  Sofaia,  leaving  a  captain  named  Cardolb,  with 
200  men,  to  make  farther  trial.  Fearlels  of  this  fmall  par- 
ty the  Cafres  returned,  and  with  confident  promifes  offer- 
ed to  difcover  the  richeft  and  eafieft  worked  mines  in  their 
country.  Cardofo  believed  them,  and  was  led  into  defiles, 
where  he  and  all  his  men  perifhed  by  the  weapons  of  the 
artful  barbarians.  Such  was  the  end  of  the  government  of 
Monomotapa,  the  golden  dream,  the  ill- concerted  and  ill- 
conducted  plan  of  the  weak  minifters  of  a  giddy  empire 
haftening  to  its  fall. 

IMoniz, 
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Moniz,  after  he  had  governed  three  years,  the  term 
now  ufually  named  in  the  writs  of  fucceffion,  was  fucceed- 
ed  by  Don  Iago  de  Menezes,  under  whom  the  blcfodfhed 
of  the  ufual  petty  wars  with  the  Moors  and  Malabrians 
continued.  His  regency  is  diftinguifhed  by  no  warlike 
event  of  note :  and  after  he  had  held  the  fword  of  com- 
mand about  two  years,  he  was  fuperfeded  by  the  brave 
Ataide  Count  de  Autouguia^  whofe  art  and  valour  had  lately 
triumphed  over  the  moft  formidable  efforts  of  the  General 
League. 

To  fuppofe  that  Sebaftian  or  his  minifters  perceived  the 
precarious  and  ruinous  ftate  of  their  Eaftern  Empire,  when 
they  appointed  this  able  officer  to  that  very  critical  com- 
mand, were  to  allow  them  a  merit,  which  every  other 
part  of  their  conduct  relative  to  India  difclaims.  Don 
Sebaftian's  ideas  were  totally  debauched  by  the  moft  ro- 
mantic thirft  of  military  glory,  and  it  was  his  ambition 
from  his  childhood  to  diftinguilh  himfelf  at  the  head  of  an 
army  in  Africa.  Ataide  ftrenuoufly  oppoied  this  wild  expe- 
dition, which,  he  was  juftly  convinced,  was  ill-adapted  to 
the  ftate  of  his  country.  But  Sebaftian,  now  in  his  twenty- 
fourth  year,  to  be  relieved  of  his  difagreeable  counfel,  or- 
dered him  to  refurne  the  viceroyfhip  of  India.  The  fpeech 
which  Sebaftian  made  to  Ataide,  upon  this  his  fecond  ap- 
pointment, ftrongly  charrcterifes  the  frivoloufnefs  which 
now  prevailed  at  the  court  of  Lifbon.  Don  Conftantine 
de  Braganza,  of  the  blood  royal,  was  one  of  the  weakeft 

governors 
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governors  that  ever  ruled  India.  Ataide,  on  the  contrary, 
had  performed  raoft  incredible  actions ;  had  faved  the  Por- 
tuguefe  from  the  greateft  dangers  they  ever  furmounted  in 
Alia.  Yet  Sebaftian  did  not  bid  him  reign  as  he  had  for- 
merly done.  No,  he  bade  him  reign  like  Don  Conftan- 
tine — a  man,  whofe  abilities  reached  no  farther  than  per- 
haps to  open  a  ball  gracefully,  for  his  politenefs  was  his 
only  commendation.  When  errors  in  government  begin, 
the  wife  fee  the  fecret  difeafe,  but  it  is  the  next  generation 
which  feels  the  worft  of  its  effects.  Camoens,  whofe  poli- 
tical penetration  was  perhaps  unequalled  in  his  age  and 
country,  faw  the  declenfion  of  manners,  and  foretold  in 
vain  the  fall  of  empire.  Portugal  owed  its  exiftence  to  the 
fpirit  of  chivalry  and  the  ideas  of  liberty,  which  were  con- 
firmed by  the  ftatutes  of  Lamego.  Camoens,  in  a  fine  al- 
legory, laments  the  decay  of  the  ancient  virtues.  Under 
the  character  of  a  huntfman  he  paints  the  wild  romantic 
purfuits  of  king  Sebaftian,  and  wifhes  that  he  may  not  fall 
the  victim  of  his  blind  paffion.  The  courtiers  he  charadte- 
rifes,  as  the  moft  venal  of  felf-interefted  flatterers  :  and  the 
clergy,  the  men  of  letters,  he  fays, 

trim'd  the  lamp  at  night's  mid  hour, 


To  plan  new  laws  to  arm  the  regal  power, 
Sleeplefs  at  night's  mid  hour  to  raze  the  laws, 
The  facred  bulwarks  of  the  people's  caufe, 
Framed  ere  the  blood  of  hard-earn'd  victory 
On  their  brave  fathers'  helm-hackt  fwords  was  dry. 

Unperceived 
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Unperceived  by  the  unlettered  nobility,  the  principles  of 
the  conftitution  gradually  expired  under  the  artful  increafe 
of  the  royal  prerogative.  If  Sebaftian  was  more  abfolute 
than  John  I.  his  power  was  bought  by  the  degeneracy  of 
his  fubjects,  and  weaknefs  of  the  ftate,  the  certain  price 
with  which  monarchs  purchafe  their  beloved  defpotifm. 
The  neglect  of  one  man  of  merit  is  the  fignal  for  the  worth- 
lefs,  if  rich,  to  crowd  to  court.  Many  of  thefe  fignals  were 
given  in  the  reigns  of  Emmanuel,  John  III.  and  Sebaftian, 
and  thus  the  labours  of  an  Albuquerque,  a  Nunio,  a  Caftro, 
and  an  Ataide,  were  fruftrated  and  reverfed.  Thefe  go- 
vernors, bred  in  war,  enthufiafts  in  honour,  all  died  poor. 
Xarafo,  the  creature  of  Sampayo,  the  tyrant  of  his  mafter 
the  king  of  Ormuz,  juftly  accufed  of  murders  and  the 
moft  unbounded  extortion,  was  fent  in  irons  to  Lifbon. 
But  he  carried  his  treafures  with  him,  and  was  reftored  to 
his  employments.  Anthony  Galvam,  the  rnoft  honeft  of 
men,  faved  the  Maluccos,  returned  poor  to  Portugal,  and, 
like  Pacheco,  died  in  an  alms-houfe.  But  thefe  the  errors 
and  crimes  of  former  reigns,  were  of  little  effect  compared 
to  the  evil  confequences  of  the  inattention  to,  and  ignorance 
of  Indian  affairs,  difcovered  by  the  minifters  of  Sebaftian. 
They  ordered  Don  George  de  Caftro,  who  furrendered  the 
fort  of  Chale  to  the  Zamorim,  to  be  tried  and  beheaded  ; 
and  he  died  on  the  fcaffold  at  Goa.  Yet  a  year  after  this, 
the  court  of  Lifbon  iffued  a  commiffion  appointing  him 
to  command  on  another  ftation.  The  poverty  of  an  Al- 
buquerque, a  Nunio,  and  a  Caftro,  was  now  the  public  jeft 

of 
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of  the  Portuguefe  f  commandants.  Under  the  fhade  of 
filken  umbrellas,  fome  of  the  late  viceroys  rode  to  battle, 
in  chairs  carried  on  men's  fhoulders.  All  was  difunion, 
grofs  luxury,  and  audacious  weaknefs  in  Portuguefe  Afia, 
when  Sebaftian  loft  his  crown  in  his  African  expedition. 
And  what  greatly  haftened  their  ruin,  the  natives  now  per- 
ceived their  weaknefs,  and  foretold  their  approaching  fall. 
About  fifty  years  before  this  period,  it  was  the  general  opi- 
nion of  India,  that  the  Portuguefe  were  among  men  what 
lions  are  among  beafts  :  and  for  the  fame  reafon,  faid  an  In- 
dian captive  to  a  Portuguefe  officer,  nature  has  appointed 
that  your  /pedes  JJjould  be  equally  few.  But  as  foon  as  their 
luxury  began  to  appear,  their  fentiments  were  changed. 
Let  them  alone,  faid  one  Indian  prince  to  another,  the  frauds 
of  their  revenue,  and  their  love  of  luxury  'will  foon  ruin  them. 
What  they  gain  as  brave  foldiers  they  ivill  foon  lofe  as  avaricious 
merchants.  They  now  conquer  Afia,  but  Afia  will  foon  con- 
quer them.  And  a  king  of  Perfia  afked  a  Portuguefe  cap- 
tain how  many  of  the  Indian  viceroys  had  been  beheaded 
by  the  kings  of  Portugal.  None,  replied  the  officer.  Then 
you  will  not  long,  returned  the  Perfian,  be  the  majlers  of 
India. 

vol.   i.  M  When 


f  In  particular,  Don  A.  de  Noronha,  viceroy  in  1568,  is  recorded  for 
publicly  branding  fuch  conduct  as  madnefs.  But  the  motives  of  thefe  he- 
roes perhaps  difplayed  the  trueft  policy  and  higheft  magnanimity.  Of  this 
hereafter. 
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When  Ataide  failed  for  India  on  his  fecond  viceroymipy 
he  dreaded  the  difafters  which  would  follow  the  precipi- 
tate, ill-concerted  expedition  of  Sebaftiam  And  it  was  hi3 
firft  care,  after  his  arrival  in  the  Eaft,  to  prevent  the  evil 
confequences  of  the  unhappy  event.  He  immediately  fit- 
ted out  a  fleet  which  ftruck  the  princes  of  India  with  awe 
and  terror.  Any  particular  deftination  of  this  armament 
was  never  known  ;  for  fo  formidable  did  Ataide  appear, 
that  the  tidings  of  the  death  and  total  defeat  of  Sebaflian 
in  Africa,  produced  no  war  in  India,  Sebaftian  was  fuc- 
ceeded  by  an  old  weak  man,  his  grand  uncle,  the  cardi- 
nal Henry.  Two  years  clofed  Henry's  pulillanimous  fway. 
And  Philip  II.  of  Spain  foon  after  made  himfelf  mafter  of 
the  kingdom  of  Portugal.  The  brave  Ataide,  after  having 
humbled  the  Hydal  Can  for  a  breach  of  treaty,  and  con- 
cluded a  peace,  fell  into  a  deep  melancholy,  of  which  he 
died  in  the  third  year  of  his  regency  ;  fo  fmcerely  was  he 
affe&ed  with  the  fall  of  his  country,  which  he  forefaw  and 
foretold  f .  He  was  fucceeded  by  Hernan  Tellez  de  Me- 
nezes,  appointed  by  the  five  regents  who  governed  Portu- 
gal after  the  demife  of  Henry.  Under  Menezes,  Mafcate 
was  plundered  by  the  Turks.  A  fquadron  was  fitted  out 
to  its  relief;  but  this  the  commander  never  attempted.  He 

avoided 


f  So  clear  was  his  heart  from  the  infection  of  avarice,  fays  Faria,  that 
while  others  carried  immcnfe  treafures  from  Alia  to  Portugal,  he  only 
brought  four  jars  of  water,  filled  from  the  four  great  rivers,  Tigris,  Eu- 
phrates, Indus,  and  Ganges,  which  were  many  years  preierved  as  his  tro- 
phy in  his  caltle  of  Pcnicbe. 
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avoided  the  Turkifh  gallies,  but  plundered  and  laid  in  afh- 
es  the  rich  cities  of  Pefani,  Gaudel,  and  Teis,  on  the  ccaft 
of  the  Naytaques,  near  Cambaya,  with  whom  the  Pcrtu- 
guefe  were  not  at  war.  After  a  government  of  fix  months 
Menezes  was  fuperieded  by  Don  Francifco  de  Mafcaren- 
has,  the  firft  viceroy  appointed  hy  Philip.  His  brave  de- 
fence of  Chaul  againft  Nizamaluco  entitled  him  to  this  dii- 
tinction  ;  and  Philip,  for  obvious  reafons,  loaded  him  with 
honours,  powers,  and  emoluments,  luperior  to  thofe  en- 
joyed by  any  former  viceroy.  He  was  cornmiffioried  to 
proclaim  Philip  in  India  ;  but  Menezes,  though  he  loft  his 
reward,  had  already  performed  this  confirmation  of  the 
ufurper's  title  *.  But  though  Mafcarene  found  Philip 
peacefully  acknowledged,  all  was  confufion  and  weaknefs 
in  the  Portuguefe  fettlements.  Turks  and  Moguls,  the 
Zamorim,  and  other  princes,  in  little  fquadrons,  uncon- 
nected with  each  other,  fpread  all  the  horrors  of  piratical 
war  from  Melinda  to  Malaca.  The  Portuguefe  fquadrons 
were  frequently  defeated,  and  their  military  reputation 
was  in  deep  decline.  Cochin  had  long  been  the  faithful 
and  valuable  ally  of  Portugal ;  but  the  prefent  king,  unable 
to  pay  the  enormous,  ungenerous  taxes  demanded  by 
Mafcarene,  refigned  his  revenues  to  the  Portuguefe. 
Twenty  thoufand  Cochinians  bound  themfelves  in  an  oath 
to  die  in  defence  of  their  ancient  rights,  and  Mafcarene 

M  2  was 


*  By  the  ftatutes  of  Lamego,  the  Magna  CI  a  foreigner 

cannot  hold  the  Portuguefe  fceptie. 
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was  neceffitated  to  fufpend  his  acquirement,  an  acquire- 
ment which  was  relinquifhed  by  D.  Duarte  de  Menezes, 
who,  after  the  ufual  regency  of  three  years,  fucceeded  him 
in  command.  Malaca,  inverted  by  the  king  of  Ujantana, 
was  now  defolated  by  famine.  About  an  hundred  people 
died  every  day,  and  mothers  exchanged  their  children  that 
they  might  not  eat  their  own  offspring.  The  ifland  of 
Geylon  was  alfo  fleeped  in  blood,  and  the  Portuguefe  there 
reduced  to  the  deepeft  diflrefs.  But  though  Don  Paulo  de 
Lima  difplayed  the  ancient  valour  of  his  countrymen  in  the 
relief  of  Malaca  and  the  fort  of  Columbo  in  Ceylon,  the 
frequent  repulfes  of  the  Portuguefe  emboldened  the  natives 
to  fcize  every  opportunity  of  hoftility. 

Under  the  government  of  Menezes,  a  court  of  chance- 
ry, in  1586,  was  eredted  at  Goa.  The  citizens,  long  op- 
preiTed  by  military  tyrants,  had  requeued  Philip  for  fuch 
jurifdittion.  But  what  chiefly  diftinguiihes  this  period,  is 
the  alteration  of  the  Royal  Monopoly,  and  the  eitablifhment 
of  a  Portuguese  East  India  Company.  The  re- 
venues of  India,  received  by  the  exchequer  of  Lifbon, 
amounted  to  little  more  than  a  million  of  crowns.  This, 
yearly  fent  to  Portugal  in  Indian  goods  on  board  of  his 
majefty's  fhips,  had  long  been  inadequate  to  the  expence 
of  the  armaments  almoft  annually  equipped  in  Portugal  for 
the  fupport  of  the  Indian  dominion  ]|.  And  Philip,  un- 
willing 

\  According  to  Faria,  the  royal  revenues,  about  this  time,  flood  thus : 
The  cuftoins  of  Dio,  above  100,000  crowns;  thofe  of  Goa,  160,000  ;  thofe 

of 
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willing  to  continue  fuch  prepofterous  courfe,  farmed  the 
trade  of  India  to  a  company  of  merchants,  under  regulati- 
ons of  the  fame  fpirit  by  which  the  Spanifh  trade  to  Mexi- 
co, and  the  Portuguefe  commerce  with  *  Brazil,  have  ever 
been  governed:  As  in  thefe  the  fovereign  is  fole  mailer  of 
the  garrifons  and  territory,  which  are  protected  by  his 
fleets  and  armies,  fo  Philip  remained  fovereign  of  Portu- 
guefe India.  And  as  the  annual  flotas  which  fail  to  Mexi- 
co and  Brazil  are  under  fevere  reftriclions,  but  have  the 
exclufive  privilege  of  trading  to  thofe  regions,  fo  the  mer- 
chants who  undertook  the  annual  equipment  of  the  Indian 
fquadron,  in  reward  of  the  revenue  ftipulated  to  be  paid, 
received  the  exclufive  privilege  of  trading  with  India.  An 
eftablifhment  upon  other  principles  would  have  been  incon 
fiftent  with  every  idea  of  colonization,  underftood,  or  ever 
pradtifed,  by  the  courts  of  Spain  and  Portugal. 

"When  this  new  commercial  regulation  was  known  in  In- 
dia, it  excited  the  greateft  difcontent.  And  all  the  autho- 
rity of  the  viceroy  and  of  the  clergy  was  hardly  fufHcient  to 

fupprefs 

Malaca,  70,000;  the  tribute  of  princes  and  territoiies,  200,000  ;  which  to- 
gether with  the  king's  (hare  of  the  prizes  taken  by  his  own  iTiips,  amount- 
ed to  above  a  million  of  crowns  yearly.  It  ought  to  have  been  two  milli- 
ons, fays  our  hiftorian,  but  was  thus  reduced  by  the  frauds  of  office,  and 
enormous  falaries  of  the  commanders  of  the  various  forts,  which  article 
alone  amounted  to  more  than  half  a  million  per  annum. 

*  The  trade  to  thefe  places  is  confined  to  particular  ports,  annual  flotas 
and  regifter  (hips,  and  even  the  quantity  of  goods  limited.  See  Account 
of  the  European  Settlements  in  America,  fifth  edit.  vol.  i.  p.  234,  3cc. 
and  315. 
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fupprefs  an  infurreftion  at  Goa.  By  its  due  operation,  the 
lucrative  licentioufnefs  of  the  private  traders  would  have 
received  fome  bounds ;  and  a  check  upon  their  immenfe 
profits  gave  a  general  alarm.  There  were  ftated  voyages 
performed  under  the  direction  of  the  viceroy  to  collect  the 
king's  revenues  in  the  different  fettle ments.  And  the  com- 
manders of  thefe  fquadrons,  acled  now,  without  reftraint, 
as  private  merchants,  and  their  profits  were  almoft  incredi- 
ble \.  The  idea  of  preventing  the  military  to  become  mer- 
chants was  now  no  more.  And  even  the  viceroys,  after 
Caftro  and  Ataide,  became  private  traders.  Befides  their 
yearly  falaries,  now  raifed  to  18,000  crowns,  fome  of  them 
cleared  3,  fome  5,  and  fome  800,000  ducats,  by  their  own 
merchandife.  And  thofe  who  bore  the  title  of  Don  were 
not  now  afhamed  to  command  their  own  piratical  mer- 
chant fhips.  After  Caftro,  fome  of  the  firft  nobility  of 
Portugal  were  fent  to  govern  India  ;  and  their  hiftorians 
bluntly  confefs,  that  they  went  thither  to  repair  their  for- 
tunes. But  though  the  new  regulations  were  in  the  fpirit 
of  the  Spanifh.  trade  to  Mexico,  nothing  like  the  regulari- 
ty of  the  ilotas  was  retained  in  India.  The  viceroy  ftill  re- 
tained the  care  of  fitting  out  the  homeward  fhips,  and  the 
exigencies  of  India  rendered  their  number  and  cargoes  ever 
precarious. 

Don 

i  According  to  Faria's  efKmate,  the  voyage  from  Goa  to  China  and  Ja- 
pan, brought  the  captain  ioc,ooo  crowns,  for  only  the  freight  of  the  goods 
of  others  which  he  cairied  ;  that  from  Coromandel  to  Malaca,  20,000  ;  from 
Goa  to  Mozambique,  24,000;  and  the  fhort  voyage  to  Ceylon,  4OCO. 
And  the  profits  of  their  own  trade  were  equally  great. 
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Don  Duarte  de  Menezes  was  fucceeded,  in  1588,  by 
Emanuel  de  Souza  Coutinno,  who  in  1590  reiigned  the 
fword  to  Matthias  de  Albuquerque,  who  governed  about 
feven  years.  In  1597,  Don  Francifco  de  Gama,  Count 
de  Vidigueyra,  and  grandfon  of  the  difcoverer  of  India, 
afcended  the  throne  of  Portuguefe  Afia.  But  not  more  de- 
generated were  the  times,  than  were  his  actions  and  man- 
ners from  thofe  of  his  illuftrious  anceftor.  Pie  was  the 
moft  detefted  and  moft  infulted  ruler  -f  that  ever  governed 
India  ;  and  the  meannefs  of  his  abilities,  the  ferocious  un- 
graceful haughtinefs  of  his  carriage,  and  his  grofs  injuftice, 
merited  the  fignal  contempt  with  which  he  was  treated. 
The  peninfula  of  Pudepatam,  between  Goa  and  Cochin, 
was  at  this  time  poffeffed  by  a  Moorifh  pirate  named 
Mahomet  Cunnale  Marca,  who  made  war  alike  on  the  Por- 
tuguefe and  the  fubjects  of  the  Zamorim.  The  Zamorim 
and  the  Viceroy  entered  into  a  treaty  to  crufh  this  pirate ; 
and  the  former,  with  an  army  of  20,000  men,  and  Don 
Luis  de  Gama,  brother  of  the  latter,  with  a  fleet  of  above 
fifty  veffels,  laid  fiege  to  Marca's  peninfula  ;  but  both  were 
ignominioufly  repulfed;  and  the  Portuguefe  arms  under 
Don  Luis  received  the  greateft  difgrace,  fays  Faria,  they 
had  ever,  except  at  Ormuz,  experienced  in  the  Eaft. 
Andreas  de  Furtado,  the  only  Portuguefe  officer  of  this 
period  whofe  name  is  recorded  with  honour,  foon  after 
compelled  Marca  to  furrender  on  condition  of  life  ;  a  con- 
dition 

f  For  infhnces  of  thefe,  fee  the  notes  on  the  life  of  Camoens. 
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dition  which  was  brutally  violated  by  the  ungenerous 
Gama  |.  But  what  principally  marks  the  fatal  regency  of 
this  count  de  Vidigueyra,  is  the  arrival  of  the  firft  warlike 
fquadron  of  the  Dutch  in  India,  the  heralds  of  the  total 
fubverfion  of  the  Aliatic  empire  of  Portugal. 

For  the  laft  twelve  years,  the  Portuguefe  cruelties  f  in 
Ceylon  had  difgraced  human  nature.  And  for  many  years, 
annual  fleets  had  regularly  been  fent  to  the  coafts  of  Mala- 
bar and  the  north  of  Goa,  to  make  piratical  wars,  on  pre- 
tence of  the  fuppreffion  of  pirates.  Yet,  as  if  all  their  for- 
mer cruelties  had  been  too  little,  a  Bull  of  Croifade,  in  1594, 
arrived  in  India,  commanding  the  Portuguefe  to  reduce 
the  infidels  to  the  faith  by  the  force  of  arms.  This  was  a 
nev  pretence  to  plunder  the  pagodas,  the  repositories  of 
the  Gentoo  treafures,  and  was  procured  by  the  Jefuits, 
who  now  governed  the  fprings  of  action  over  all  Portuguefe 
Afia.  Though  moft  adroit  in  fraudful  cabals,  that  which 
bears  the  difhoneft  name  of  low  cunning  was  their  only  ta- 
lent.    Cruel,  obftinate,  and     narow  in  their  minds,  the 

grofTeft 

\  Vid.  Notes  on  the  life  of  Camoens. 

f  Don  Hierome  de  Azevedo  commanded  in  Ceylon  during  the  ruinous 
wars  already  mentioned.  When  he  kept  the  field,  and  had  gained  any  ad- 
vantages, he  compelled  the  Indian  mothers  to  caft  their  children  between 
milftones,  and  to  look  on  while  they  were  ground  in  pieces.  At  other  times 
be  ordered  his  foldiers  to  hold  up  the  fhrieking  infants  on  the  tops  of  their 
pikes.  This  he  did  for  a  mod  wretched  pun.  The  natives  of  Ceylon  call 
themfelves  Gallas,  and  Gallos  is  Spanifh  for  a  cock.  Hark  ho-w  thefe young 
locks  cro-w — is  recorded  as  his  ufual  fpeech,  when  the  infants  fcreamed  on 
the  lance. 
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grofieft  compulfion,  and  the  horrors  of  the  inquifition  j|, 
were  the  methods  by  which  they  endeavoured  to  propagate 
their  religion.  Avaricious  of  power  and  riches,  and  eager 
for  immediate  pofleffion,  they  thruft  themfelves  into  every 
public  tranfadtion.  The  idle  luxurious  military  eafily  fuf- 
fered  themfelves  to  be  guided  by  them :  and  their  intrigues 
and  ignorance  of  the  arts  of  civil  and  military  government, 
embroiled  and  perplexed  every  operation.  In  almoft  every 
expedition  was  a  Monclaros :  and  it  became  ufual  for  the 
defeated  commanders  to  vindicate  themfelves  by  acculing 
the  Jefuits.  Impreft  with  the  enumeration  of  the  facts 
from  which  the  above  conclufions  are  drawn,  and  having 
mentioned  a  difpute  amicably  adjufted  by  a  Jefuit,  The  Re- 
ligious, fays  the  hiftorian  Soufa,  are  fuccefsful  agents  in  the 
promotion  of  peace  between  Lay  Governors  ;  but  when  they  take 
upon  themfelves  the  government  of  fecular  affairs,  they  bring 
every  thing  to  confufion  and  ruin. 

While  the  Jefuits  thus  cankered  and  confounded  every 
fpring  of  government,  the  civil  and  military  officers,  intent 
only  on  their  own  prefent  gain  beheld  the  public  weak- 
nefs  with  the  moft  languid  indifference.     Almoft  totally 

engroffed 

||  So  different  from  Xavier  were  the  Jefuits  of  this  period,  that  they  to- 
tally impeded  the  converfion  of  the  Gentoos,  by  the  moft  abfurd  topics  of 
conteft.  The  Gentoos  wear  a  Teflira  of  three  threads,  (of  which  fee  p.  473) 
and  are  bigotted  to  the  life  of  this  their  ancient  badge.  But  the  Jefuits, 
who  laid  it  was  inftituted  by  the  Devil,  ohftinately  infilled  that  it  Ihould 
be  relinquished  by  their  new  converts.  The  badge  and  their  old  religion 
were  therefore  continued. 
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engroffed  by  their  immenfe  American  empire,  and  the 
politics  of  Europe,  the  Spanifh  court  paid  little  attention 
to  Portuguefe  India.  The  Will  of  the  Viceroy,  now 
more  arbitrary  than  ever,  was  the  Supreme  Law ;  head- 
long in  its  operation  in  his  prefence,  and  headlong  where 
his  creatures,  who  fhaped  it  to  their  pleafure,  were  armed 
with  power  •,  but  it  was  feeble  and  mifinterpreted,  often 
contemned  and  difobeyed,  in  the  diftant  fettlements.  The 
commanders  on  the  different  ftations  ceafed  to  act  in  con- 
cert with  each  other ;  and  their  forts  were  often  in  a  ftate 
of  blockade,  under  all  the  miferies  of  famine.  It  was  now 
ufual  for  commanders  and  whole  bands  of  the  Portuguefe, 
without  the  confent  of  their  fuperiors,  to  undertake  pira- 
tical expeditions,  and  to  enter  into  the  fervice  of  the  Afia- 
tic  princes  *  :  and  in  many  actions  they  fought  againft  each 
other  with  the  greateft  rancour.     Their  mother  country 

groaned 

*  About  Ij86,  the  Turks  with  powerful  armies  invaded  Perfia.  Some 
years  after,  the  immenfe  armies  of  the  Mogul  invaded  the  regions  beyond 
the  Ganges.  And  the  great  kingdoms  of  Pegu  and  Siam  were  alternately 
laid  wade  by  each  other.  Portuguefe  adventurers  diftinguimed  themfelves 
in  allthefe  wars;  nor  did  they  confult  the  viceroy  when  they  went  off  with 
their  fhipping  and  foldiers.  Two  of  thefe  renegadoes,  by  the  mod  detefta- 
ble  treachery  and  cruelty,  rofe  to  the  ibvereign  rank  ;  and,  under  the  regal 
title,  negociated  with  the  Portuguefe  viceroys.     Of  thefe  hereafter. 

The  hirtory  of  one  of  thefe  renegadoes  throws  light  on  Portuguefe  Afia. 
lago  Soarez  de  Mclo,  guilty  of  murder,  fled  from  the  fentence  of  death  in 
Portugal.  He  was  feveral  years  a  pirate  in  the  eaftern  feas.  On  his  pro- 
mife  to  accufe  Don  Stephen  de  Gama,  he  was  pardoned  by  M.  Alonzo 
de  Souza,  the  new  governor.  He  afterwards,  with  above  iooo  Por- 
tuguefe, who  renounced  allegiance  to  their  fovereign,  went  to  Pegu, 
where  he  was  appointed  general  of  the  army,  gratified  with  im- 
menfe treafure,  and  entitled  the  king's  brother.     In  this  height  of  his 

fortune, 
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groaned  under  the  yoke  of  Spain.  Moftly  natives  of  the 
Eaft,  the  Portuguefe  in  India  loft  all  affection  for  Portu- 
gal, and  indeed  the  political  chain  which  bound  them  to- 
gether was  now  but  a  flender  thread.  Unreft rained  by 
regular  government,  the  will  of  the  captain  of  the  fort  was 
ablblute,  and  his  protection  of  the  moft  audacious  plun- 
derers was  the  fupport  of  his  power.  Detefted  by  the  na- 
tives, at  ftrife  among  themfelves,  every  circumftance  con- 
curred to  invite  other  merchants  to  India.  In  this  wretch- 
ed condition  of  Portuguefe  Afia,  Houtman,  a  Dutch  mer- 
chant, while  in  jail  for  debt  at  Lifbon,  planned  the  efta- 
blifhment  of  his  countrymen  in  the  Eaft.  The  Hollan- 
ders paid  his  debts ;  he  failed  for  Afia,  and  returned  with 
credentials  of  his  promife,  which  gave  birth  to  the  Dutch 
India  Company,  an  inftitution  of  deep  commercial  wifdom  : 
a  regular  machine,  connected  in  all  its  operations,  and  the 
very  reverfe  of  that  blind  monfter,  that  divided  Polypus, 
the  Portuguefe  defpotical  anarchy. 

The 

fortune,  he  happened  to  pafs  by  the  houfe  of  a  rich  merchant  on  the  day  of 
his  daughter's  wedding.  He  entered  in  with  his  armed  followers,  and  was 
invited  to  partake  of  the  fumptuous  entertainment.  Struck  with  the 
beauty  of  the  young  lady,  he  attempted  to  take  her  away  by  force  ;  the 
bridegroom  and  his  kindred  who  offered  refinance,  were  flaughtered  upon 
the  banqueting  tables;  and  the  frantic  bride  fled  from  the  fcene  of  horror, 
and  ended  her  life  with  a  cord.  Soon  after,  however,  the  power  of  Melo, 
and  the  houfand  Portuguefe  who  ferved  under  him,  were  not  fufficient  to 
protect  him  from  the  rage  of  the  people.  The  king  delivered  him  up,  and 
he  was  torn  in  pierces  by  the  multitude. 
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The  fpice  iflands  offered  the  faireft  field  for  the  Dutch 
operations.  Here  the  Portuguefe  were  both  weakeft 
and  moft  detefted.  And  at  Amboina  and  Ternate  the 
flrangers  were  gladly  received,  and  conditions  of  com- 
merce fettled  f.     In  1600,  Ayres  de  %  Saldanna  fucceeded 

the  weak  Count;  de  Vidigueyra ;  but  he  was  equally  remifs, 

w 
and  made  no  head  againft  the  Dutch.     One  of  his  captains 

only,  the  brave  Furtado,  for  five  years  carried  on  a  petty 

war  with  the  Hollanders  among  the  Maluccos  •,  but  though 

he  gained  feveral  victories,   he  was  unable  to  expel  the  new 

intruders.      And  new  fquadrons    from    Holland  arrived 

yearly,  and  carried  their  hoftilities  from  Mozambique  to 

Bengal  and  other  parts  of  India.     The  Portuguefe  valour 

feemed  to  revive,  and  the  Dutch,  in  many  engagements, 

were  defeated.     Their  vanquifhed  fleets,  however,    carried 

rich  cargoes  to  Europe,  and  brought  frefh  fupplies.     The 

Jefuits  omitted  no  device,  no  fraud,  that  might   inflame 

the  natives  againft  them ;    even  their  republican  form  of 

government  was  reprefented  as  big  with  ruin  to  the  Indian 


f  Nothing  but  the  deep  deteftation  of  the  Portuguefe  could  have  procured 
fuch  favour  ;  for  previous  to  this,  the  very  firfl  operation  of  the  Dutch  had 
difplayed  their  character.  They  were  detected  in  offering  money  of  bafe 
metal  for  the  cargo  of  the  firfl  fhip  which  they  loaded  with  fpicery.  Thofe 
who  offered  it  were  feized  by  the  natives  ;  and  the  fquadron  which  firfl  ar- 
rived at  Ternate,  endeavoured  to  refcue  their  countrymen  at  Java,  by  force 
of  arms,  but  were  repulfed,  and  compelled  to  pay  the  ranfom  which  the 
natives  demanded. 

i  He    renewed  the   treaty  of  alliance  with  the  celebrated  Echebar,  or 
Akbar,  who  was  now  mafler  of  all  India,  as  far  fouth  as  Vifapor. 

princes. 
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princes.     But  the  deteftation  of  the  Portuguefe  name  was 
deep  in  India  ;  and  that  rooted  odium,  to  which  their  vil- 
lainies and  cruelties  had  given  birth,  and  had  long  nourifh- 
cd,  was  now  felt  to  militate  againft  them  more  than  milli- 
ons in  arms.     Had  the  general  conduct  of  the  Portuguefe 
governors  been  like  that  of  Albuquerque,  had  the  princes 
of  India  mourned  over  their  graves,  no  ftrangers  had  ever 
eftablifhed  themfelves  on  the  ruin  of  fuch  allies.     Though 
repeatedly  defeated  in  war,  the  Dutch  commerce  increafed, 
the  harbours  of  India  received  them   with  kindnefs,  and 
gave  them  affiftance  ;  while  the  friendlefs  detefted  Portu- 
guefe,   though  victorious  in  almoft  every  fkirmifh,  were 
harafled  out  and  daily  weakened.     Like  beafts  of  prey  in 
their  dens,  or  mountaineer  banditti,  they  kept  their  gloomy 
fortrefTes,  their  deftruction  the  wifh  of  the  natives,  who 
yet  were  afraid  too  openly  to  provoke   the  rage   of  thefe 
wolves  and  tygers.     About   four  years  after  the  arrival  of 
the   Dutch,  the   Englifh    alfo  appeared  in   India.     The 
Dutch,  who  pleaded  the  law  of  nature,  without  ceremonv 
entered  the  beft  harbours,  and  endeavoured  to  drive  the 
Portuguefe  from  their  fettlements.     The  Englifh,  in  1601, 
under  Sir  James  Lancafter,  erected  feveral  factories  in  In- 
dia,  but  they  went  to  ports  open  to  all,  and  offered  injury 
to    neither  Dutch,    Portuguefe,  nor  Moorifh  fettlement. 
Twenty  Englifh  fleets  made  the  voyage  to  India   without 
hoftility  with  the    natives,  when   the  Portuguefe  Jefuits 
brought  on  a  rupture,  which  ended  in  the  lofs  of  the  Por- 
tuguefe 
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tuguefe  military  reputation.  Every  treacherous  art  which 
the  Moors  praclifed  againft  Gama  was  repeated  by  the  Je- 
iuits,  and  the  event  was  the  fame  :  for  he  who  fights  with 
the  weapons  of  fraud,  whenever  he  milTes  his  blow,  {lands 
naked  and  weakened,  and  every  wound  he  receives  is 
mortal. 

In  1604  Saldanna  the  viceroy  was  fucceeded  in  office 
and  languid  negligence,  by  Don  Alonzo  de  Caftro  ;  and 
on  Caftro's  death,  in  the  third  year  of  his  government, 
Don  Frey  Alexio  de  Menezes,  archbifhop  of  Goa,  was 
inverted  with  the  authority,  though  not  with  the  title  of 
viceroy.  The  patronage  of  the  Inquifition,  and  the  re- 
duction of  the  Chriltians  of  St.  Thomas,  of  Ethiopia  and 
Armenia,  to  the  See  of  Rome,  were  the  fole  employ- 
ments of  this  governor.  In  1608,  the  brave  Furtado  re- 
ceived the  fword  of  command  :  he  was  a  foldier  ;  and  his 
firft  ambition  was  the  expulfion  of  the  Hollanders.  He 
called  the  council  and  principal  citizens  of  Goa,  and  urged 
them  to  affift  him  in  finking  a  decifive  blow,  which  might 
ruin  the  Dutch.  His  fpeech  was  heard  with  joy  j  but  when 
he  had  filled  the  port  of  Goa  with  a  formidable  navy,  Ruy 
Lorenzo  de  Tavora  arrived  from  Portugal,  and  iuperieded 
Fortado,  in  the  Third  Month  of  his  regency.  The  only 
circumftance  for  which  Tavora  is  diftinguifhed  is  his  gene- 
rous acknowledgment,  that  he  thought  it  was  Furtado 
who  governed,    when  he  faw   fuch  warlike  preparation, 

and 
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and  that  he  was  unhappy  to  fuperfede  fo  worthy  a  gover- 
nor. And  unhappy  it  was  for  the  Portuguefe  intereft.  It 
was  now  twelve  years  fince  the  Englifh,  and  fifteen  iince  the 
Dutch,  had  portended  the  ruin  of  the  Portuguefe ;  yet,  ex- 
cept the  armament  of  Furtado,  no  regular  plan  had  e 
been  concerted  for  the  expullion  of  fuch  formidable  rivals. 
About  this  time,  captain  Beft,  in  a  large  Englifh  fhip,  and 
captain  Salmon,  in  a  bomb-ketch,  lay  near  Surat ;  Nunno 
de  Cundo,  with  four  large  galliots,  and  twenty-five  fri- 
gates, part  of  the  armament  prepared  by  Furtado,  was 
ient  by  Tavora  to  take  or  deftroy  them.  The  Mogul  had 
an  army  at  this  time  upon  the  fhore.  The  beach  and  the 
eminences  were  covered  with  fpectators.  And  now  thofe 
who  had  deemed  the  Portuguefe  invincible  at  fea,  with 
aftonifhment  beheld  nine  and  twenty  fhips  vanquifhed  and 
put  to  flight  by  two  veffels  *.  And  a  few  days  after,  Tho- 
mas Beft,  in  a  harder  conflict,  was  again  victorious.  Don 
Hierome  de  Azevedo,  whofe  cruelties  in  Ceylon  difgraced 
the  name  of  man,  in  1612  fucceeded  Tavora  in  the  viceroy- 
fhip  of  India.  In  every  view  of  importance,  the  hiftory 
of  Portuguefe  Alia  terminates  with  his  government.  And 
the  occurrences  of  his  regency  are  ftrongly  characteriftic, 
not  of  a  falling,  but  of  a  fallen  empire. 

The 


*    An  Indian,  who  had  been  aboard  the  Englifh  fhips,  told  Nunno  that 

they  had  not  above  a  week's  provifion,  and  that  he  had  nothing  to  do  but 

to  prevent  them  to  take  in  frefh  water.     Nunno  replied,   that  be  would  not 

u  -week's  provifions  upon  bit  oivn  nun  to  purcbufe  ,!  •:  aincd 
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The  moft  fearlefs  infolence  and  treachery  were  now  the 
characteriftics  of  the  Portuguefe  commanders  on  every  fta- 
tion.  Pereyra,  captain  of  the  fort  of  Mombafla,  treache- 
roufly  bribed  the  Cafres  to  murder  the  king,  whofe  head 
he  fent  as  a  trophy  to  the  viceroy  Azevedo.  The  infolence 
of  Don  Luis  de  Gama  brought  the  hoftilities  of  the  Turks 
and  Perfians  upon  Ormuz  and  the  adjoining  territories.  In 
Ceylon,  the  common  foldiers  robbed  the  natives  at  plea- 

fure, 


in  an  hour.  And  in  the  fame  high  fpirit  he  Tent  Canning,  an  Engliih  prifb- 
.ner  in  his  cuftody,  to  help  his  countrymen  to  fight,  boafting,  that  he  would 
foon  take  him  again  ivith  more  company.  As  Nunno  advanced,  with  red  banners 
difplayed,  Beft  weighed  his  anchors,  and  began  the  fight  in  the  centre  of 
the  four  large  galliots;  and  Captain  Salmon,  in  the  bomb  ketch,  behaved 
with  equal  courage.  Withington,  a  writer  of  king  James's  time,  thus  men- 
tions the  engagement :  "  Captain  Salmon,  of  the  bomb  ketch,  the  Ofian- 
"  der,  was  like  a  Salamander  amid  the  fire,  dancing  the  hay  about  the 
"  Portuguefe,  frifking  and  playing  like  a  falmon."  The  Pcrtuguefe  wri- 
ters afcribe  thefe  victories  to  the  excellence  of  the  Engliih  and  incapacity  of 
their  own  gunners.  Soon  after,  however,  the  Engliih  commerce  in  In- 
dia greatly  declined.  The  Dutch  pretended  that  their  hoftilities  in  India 
were  in  revenge  of  the  Spanifh  tyranny  in  the  Netherlands.  Portugal 
alfo  bowed  down  beneath  the  fame  cruel  yoke ;  yet  this,  in  the 
Dutch  logic,  was  her  crime  ;  and  thus,  becaufe  the  Portuguefe  groaned 
under  Spanifh  oppreffion,  the  Spanifh  opprefTion  in  the  Netherlands 
was  revenged  upon  them.  The  truth  is,  the  Portuguefe  fettlements  were 
little  regarded  by  Spain,  and  the  Dutch  intruded  upon  them  as  the 
ftronger  boars  in  a  German  foreft  fhoulder  the  weaker  ones  from  the 
beft  fall  of  acorns.  Though  b;at  off  by  the  herdfmen,  the  ftronger 
boars  perfift  and  return  ;  lb  the  Dutch  perfifted,  till  they  fecured  pof- 
feffion.  Everything,  however,  was  different  in  the  firft  fettlement  of  the 
Engliih. '  The  Authoi  of  the  Hijloire  FLHofopbiquc,  J5V.  feems  to  decry  the 
policy  of  their  firff  captains,  who  made  themfelves  matters  of  no  port,  but 
bought  their  cargoes  of  the  native  merchants.  But  he  ought  to  have  owned 
that  the  hoftilities  of  the  Turks  and  Moguls,  and  the  treachery  of  the  lat- 
ter in  expelling  the  Englifhfaftors,  rendered  retribution  juft.     But  with  all 

the 
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fare,  and  the  commanders  added  rapes  and  adulteries  -,  t.  ". 
the  people,  fays  Faria,  fought  refuge  among  the  wild  beafts  of 
the  mountains,  to  pun  the  mere  brutal  outrage  of  men.  Near 
Surat,  a  Portuguefe  captain,  in  breach  of  the  peace,  took 
a  rich  fhip  from  Mecca,  the  property  of  the  Mogul,  and 
carried  her  in  triumph  into  the  harbour  of  Goa.  Reftitu- 
tion  was  refufed,  and  the  Mogul,  whofe  dominion  was 
vol.  i.  N  now 


the  fang  froid  of  a  Materialifl,  the  Englifh  perceived,  fays  he,  that  great  rich- 
es could  not  be  acquired  -without  great  injuflice ;  and  that  to  attain  the  advantages 
enjoyed  by  the  Portuguefe  and  Dutch,  they  mud  alfo  adopt  their  meafures, 
andXtablifh  themfelves  by  force  of  arms.  But  James,  he  adds,  as  if  he  con- 
demned fuch  narrow  policy,  was  too  pufillanimous,  and  too  much  engaged 
in  controverfial  divinity,  to  allow  warlike  operations.  The  treaty  of  the 
Englifh  with  the  potent  king  of  Perfia,  however,  he  mentions  as  an  effort 
of  great  political  wifdom.  But  Sir  D.  Cotton's  embaffy  into  Perfia,  in  the 
Clarendon  State  Papers,  Vol.  I.  p.  36.  fol.  throws  another  light  upon  this 
affair.  The  treaty  with  Perfia  was  the  idleft  flep  the  Englifh  could  poflibly 
have  taken.  According  to  this  authentic  record,  the  great  monarch  of 
Perfia  appears  little  better  than  a  captain  of  Italian  banditti  ;  and  his  prime 
minifter,  railed  from  the  meanefl  ftation,  as  a  greater  (huffier  and  villain 
than  his  mailer.  The  treaty  with  Perfia,  indeed,  alarmed  the  Mogul,  the 
Portuguefe,  and  the  Dutch,  and  brought  hoflilitiesupon  the  Engliih,  which 
the  pufillanimous  James  would  not  allow  them  to  puniih  asjuftice  required. 
But  it  was  not  two  months  together  in  the  mind,  nor  was  it  in  the  power 
of  the  tyrant  of  Perfia  to  give  any  effectual  affiftance  to  the  Englifn.  A  Per- 
fian  flruck  Lord  Shirley,  the  Sophi's  ambafTador,  in  the  prefence  of  James, 
and  each  charged  the  other  with  impofhire.  The  king  of  Perfia  and  his 
minifter  did  notliing  but  fcruple  the  credentials  fent  from  England,  and  en- 
deavour to  extort  prefents.  While  James  thus  amufed  himfelf  with  hi? 
Perfian  negociation,  as  fagacious  and  fruitlcfs  as  thofe  he  held  with  the 
court  of  Spain  and  the  Prince  Palatine,  the  commerce  of  his  fubjects  lan- 
guished in  India.  Hopeleft  of  any  help  from  Perfia,  they  entered  into  a 
kind  of  partnership  in  fome  of  the  Dutch  fettlements.  But  when  the 
lander  found  his  opportunity,  the  Ejighili  of  Amboyna  and  other  - 
experienced  injuries  and  cruelties  which  are  yet  unatoned,  and 
many  years  rendered  th^m  of  little  or  no  comequ'nes  in  the  Eafl. 
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now  extended  from  the  kingdom  of  Delhi  to  the  confines 
of  Calicut,  detained  all  the  Portuguefe  fhips  in  his  harbours  ? 
and,  together  with  his  tributary  the  king  of  Decan,  laid 
fiege  to  jDamam,  Chaul-  and  Bacaim,  and  defolated  the 
country  around.  Even  the  unwarlike  Chinefe  were  exafpe- 
rated,  and  the  humble  fubmiffion  of  the  Portuguefe  to  new 
and  fevere  laws,  preferred  their  continuance  at  Macao.  In 
1606,  a  Dutch  fleet  had  blocked  up  the  mouth  of  the  Ta- 
gus,  and  prevented  the  annual  fupplies  to  India  j  and  their 
power  was  now  greatly  increafed  in  the  Eaft.  The  native3 
in  hatred  of  the  Portuguefe,  in  every  part  favoured  them  : 
the  kings  of  Achem  and  Ternate  often  affifted  them  with 
powerful  armies  againft  Malaca  and  the  Maluccos,  and  the 
Hollanders  were  now  frequently  victorious.  While  the 
eaftern  world  was  thus  in  arms  againft  the  Portuguefe,  in- 
furreclions  among  themfelves  raged  in  every  fettlement. 
While  the  goldfmiths  and  mercers  of  Goa  had  a  bloody  en- 
gagement, the  peace  officers  robbed  the  fhops  of  both  par- 
tics.  An  armament  of  feven  fhips  and  250  foldiers  was 
found  neceffary  to  fupprefs  the  murderous  tumults  at  Me- 
liapor.  In  the  tumults  of  Chaul,  Bacaim,  Trapor,  and 
Tana,  fume  of  the  Portuguefe  were  almoft  daily  flaughter- 
ed  by  each  other  ;  and  while  they  were  murdering  one  ano- 
ther in  Ceylon,  the  natives  ifTued  from  the  forefts  and 
mountains,  and  reduced  them  to  the  greateft  extremity, 
lago  Simoens,  for  fervkes  rendered  to  the  emperor  of  Mo- 
rn >motapa,  had  received  a  grant  of  all  the  mines  of  that 
country  in  favour  of  the  king  of  Portugal,  and  had  built 

fome 
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Tome  forts  on  the  river  Zambeze.  To  enfure  his  fuccefs, 
he  folicited  a  reinforcement  from  the  viceroy,  which  was 
fent  under  the  command  of  Fonfeca  Pinto,  a  lawyer.  But 
this  reinforcement  turned  their  arms  againit  Simoens,  and 
brought  him  and  his  fettlement  to  utter  ruin.  Fonfeca,  who 
was  fent  as  judge  to  Mozambique,  enriched  himfelf  by  the 
moft  flagitious  acts  of  injuftice  and  tyranny  f ,  an  example 
which  was  followed  by  his  fucceflbrsi  who  without  the  au- 
thority of  Azevedo,  condemned  an  officer  to  the  gibbet, 
and  alternately  imprifoned  each  other. 

By  conceffions  and  prefents  the  viceroy  had  now  purchaf- 
ed  peace  with  the  Mogul,  who  influenced  by  the  arts  of  the 
Jefuit  Pereyro,  interdicted  commerce  with  the  Englifh  and 
Dutch  ;  and  the  Portuguefe  merchant  fhips  which  were  de- 
tained in  his  harbours  were  relieved.  During  the  laft  thir- 
ty years/the  ftrength  and  commerce  of  the  Turks  had  con- 
tfiderably  increafed  on- the  coafts  of  Arabia  §.     Their  trade 

N  2  »       with 

+  Heaven  fold  the  provillons,  implements,  and  mining  tools  which  he 
carried  to  Simoens,  whom  he  accufed  to  the  emperor  as  a  rebel  again  ft  the 
viceroy,  ai^d  urged  the  emperor  to  kill  him.  Hefcized  the  lands  of  jSimoens, 
and  fold  his  Haves  and  effects.  He  depofed  Ruy  de  Melo,  governor  ofMo- 
zambiq|^jaa4  a^"°  ftizeJ  his  eftate,  which  he  appropriated  to  himfelf. 
Melo  was&cquitted  at  Goa.  Iago  de  Cunha,  another  lawyer,  was  appoint- 
ed to  authority  equal  with  fonfeca,  with  command  to  reftore  Melo  When 
they  arrived,  they  imprifioned  Fonfeca,  but  an  officer  narr.  ;d  Gusrra  reliev- 
ed him,  and  imprisoned  Cunha.  And  he,  as  Fonfeca  had  done,  bri'- 
keepers,  and  efcaped  to  Mombafla,  where  Melo  then  was.  Mtlo  and 
Cunha  now  failed  for  Mozambique,  and  Fonfeca  with  iirunenfe 
to  Goa;  but  Guerra,   who  remained,  was  tried  by  Cunl:_  .  c  .ted. 

§  By  this  increale,  thecuftomsof  Ormi :  and  Ma 
duced.     Vid.  Fun*,  fub  Ann.    1616 
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with  the  ports  of  the  Mogul  was  great,  and  confiderabkr 
quantities  of  the  produce  of  India  were  now  again  fent  to 
Europe  by  Egypt  and  Conftantinople.  The  fubjecls  of  the 
Mogul  refufed  commerce  with  the  Englifh,  and  the  Turks 
had  offered  hoftilities  to  Sir  Henry  Middleton  in  the  Red 
Sea.  Middleton  therefore  appealed  to  the  force  of  armsj 
but  he  did  not  act  as  a  pirate.  He  feized  fome  Mogul  vef- 
fels  near  Aden,  but  for  the  Indian  traffic  which  he  took 
from  them,  he  gave  them  full  value  in  Englifh  goods,  ac- 
cording to  the  eftimation  of  the  Eaft,  profeffing  that  he 
only  defired  an  equitable  commerce.  Fearful  of  fuch  rivals, 
Azevedo  fitted  out  a  fleet  of  eight  fhips,  fome  of  8,  fome 
of  6,  5,  and  400  tons,  befides  60  frigates,  and  fome  fly 
boats.  But  after  a  faint  attack,  Azevedo  withdrew  ;  and 
though  often  braved  by  the  Englifh,  reinforced  only  with 
four  vefTels,  to  the  deeper  aftonifhment  of  India,  he  de- 
clined the  combat,  and  fufTered  the  enemy,  unmolefled,  to- 
proceed  homeward  with  loaded  fhips. 

Nor  was  Miranda,  the  admiral  of  the  feas  of  Malaca, 
more  profperous.  After  a  hard  engagement  with  a  great 
fleet  of  Achem,  he  was  totally  defeated  f  by  a  Dutcu  fqua- 
dron  of  eight  vefTels.  The  trade  with  China  was  now  an- 
nually interrupted  by  the  Dutch,  who,  not  fatisfied  with 
the  route  by  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  had  now  paiTed  the 

ftraita 

I  So  completer  fcated,  that  he  cfcaped  to  fhore  with  only 

men. 
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ftraits  of  Magellan,  and  opene  d  a  tr  ade  with  Japan  i.  A 
Portuguefe  adventurer,  named  Sebaftian  Gonfalez  Tibao  §, 
who,  by  betraying  the  Indian  princes  who  favoured  him, 
eftablifhed  himfelf  in  Sundava,  was  there  proclaimed  king, 
and  became  an  independent  monarch.  Confcious  that  the 
kins  of  Arracam,  his  late  allv,  whom  he  had  treacherouflv 
deferted  when  invaded  by  the  Mogul,  would  meditate  re- 
venge, he  fent  an  embafly  to  Azevedo,  to  whom  he  offer- 
«d  alliance,  and  propofed  a  war  with  the  king  of  Arracam . 
Allured  by  Tibao's  report  of  the  immenfe  treafures  of  that 
prince,  Azevedo,  contrary,  fays  Faria3  to  all  laws  human 
and  divine,  concluded  the  deiired  treaty  with  the  renegado, 
and  invaded  Arracam.  But  here  alfo  the  Portuguefe  arms 
were  difgraced,  and  Tibao,  deprived  of  every  foot  of  ter- 
ritory, was  reduced  to  his  original  meannefs.  Even  more 
unfortunate  was  Philip  de  Brito  e  Nicote.  By  the  moft  un- 
grateful treachery  to  the  king  of  Tangu  and  other  Indian 
princes,  he  alfo  had  raifed  himfelf  to  the  fovereign  power, 
had  been  proclaimed  king  of  Pegu,  and  his  name  was  the 

terror 


\  This  country  was  difcovered  by  the  Portuguefe,  who  opened  a  trade 
with  it,  about  1543. 

§  This  adventurer  went  to  India  a  private  foldier.  He  deferted  from  the 
fervice,  and  became  a  feller  of  fait  in  Bengal.  His  profits  increafed,  till  he 
found  himfelf  mailer  of  a  fquadron  of  ten  veflcls,  with  which  he  commenc- 
ed piratical  wars  ;  and  having  aiTumcd  regal  power,  he  extended  his  territo- 
ries, and  made  treaties  with  the  n  ighbouring  princes.  The  king  of  Arra- 
cam, threatened  with  an  invafion  from  the  Mogul,  entered  into  a  league  with 
Tibao.  But,  bribed  by  the  Mogul,  he  furflred  his  army  to  pafs  him  ;  and 
while  the  Moguls  plundered  one  part  of  the  rich  kingdom  of  Arracam,  he 
plundered  the  cities  of  the  other  fide. 
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terror  of  Siam  and  the  neighbouring  regions.  The  king  of 
Ava,  in  revenge  of  his  vaffal  the  king  of  Tangu,  with  an 
army  of  120,000  men,  and  a  fleet  of  400  veffels,  laid  fiege 
to  Brito  in  his  ftrong  fort  of  Siriam.  Azevedo  in  hope 
that  he  might  prove  an  aufpicious  ally,  fent  an  armament 
of  five  galliots  to  the  fupport  of  Brito ;  but  Brito,  ere  its 
arrival,  was  overpowered,  after  a  brave  defence  $.  His 
wife  and  foldiers  were  maimed  and  fent  into  flavery ;  and 
he  himfelf  and  his  male  kindred  were  impaled  on  the  ram- 
parts of  his  garrifon. 

Such  were  now  the  civil  infurreclions,  fuch  the  wars  §  of 
the  Portuguefe  ;  the  fpirit  of  Azevedo's  treaties  are  even 
more  characteriflic.  Won  by  Middleton's  gallant  behavi- 
our, and  regardlefs  of  the  viceroy's  refentment,  the  Mo- 
gul contrary  to  the  late  treaty,  not  only  admitted  the  Eng- 
lifh  to  free  commerce  with  his  fubjetts,  but  the  Englifli 

admiral 

Brito  had  no  powder  to  repel  the  enemy,  an  officer  whom  he  had  fent 
with  money  topurchafe  that  article  having  never  returned.  He  was  impal- 
ed with  his  face  to  his  houfe,  and  lived  two  days,  fays  Faria,  in  that  dread- 
ful condition. 

§  Though  unde'r  the  fame  monarch,  the  Spaniih  governor  of  the  Philip- 
pine ides  fent  a  party  of  men,  in  1602,  who,  in  defiance  of  the  remonftran- 
ces  and  threats  of  the  Portuguefe  commander,  built  a  fort  at  the  port  of 
Pinal.  Some  years  after,  however,  the  incrcafe  of  the  Dutch  power  inclin- 
ed the  governor  of  Manilla  to  folicit  the  affiftance  of  Azevedo,  to  expel  the 
Dutch  from  the  Maluccos.  But  the  viceroy  could  only  afford  an  armament 
which  confined  chiefly  of  tranfported  felons.  And  thefe  wholly  deferted 
cie  they  came  to  aclion.  The  admiral  having,  contrary  to  his  orders,  touch- 
ed at  Malaca,  gave  them  the  final  opportunity. 
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admiral  was  entertained,  by  his  order,  with  all  the  fplen- 
dour  of  eaflern  pomp.  The  Zamorim,  the  king  of  Cochin, 
and  the  king  of  the  little  ifland  of  Paru,  prepared  for  hof- 
tilities  ;  Azevedo  fent  rich  prefents,  and  begged  for  peace  •, 
the  prefents  were  accepted,  but  the  moft  contemptuous 
pretences  excufed  delay,  and  the  conditions  were  never  fet- 
tled.   An  embaffy,  with  rich  prefents,  was  fent  to  Abas  Xa, 
king  of  Perfia,  who  meditated  the  conqueft  of  Or  muz  ;  but 
this  was  alfo  treated  with  fcorn,  and  the  Perfians,  affifted 
by  the  Englifh,  foon  after  wrefted  Ormuz  and  its  territory 
from  the  Portuguefe.      Idle,  undetermined  treaties,  were 
renewed  with  the  Mogul,  and  tranfacled  with  the  king  of 
Siam,  who  would  not  confent  to  expel  the  Englifh  from 
his  harbours.     The  reafons  he  urged  fpeak  the  deepeft  con- 
tempt :  he  excufed  the  hoftilitics  of  the  queen  of  Patane, 
his  vafTal,  by  faying  fhe  was  mad  ;  and  he  liked  the  Englifh, 
he  faid,  becaufe  they  were  ufeful  to  him,  and  (hewed  him 
great  refpecl.     The  prince  of  Pandar,  a  kingdom  of  Cey- 
lon, though  the  Portuguefe  had  lately  murdered  an  ambaf- 
fador  from  his  neighbour  the  king  of  Candea,  fent  propofals 
of  peace  and  offered  tribute  to  the  viceroy  ;  but  finding  the 
Portuguefe  lefs  formidable  than  he  had  efteemed,  he  recant- 
ed ;  and  Azevedo  concluded  the  treaty,  on  condition  of  on- 
ly one  haif  of  the  tribute  firft  propofed.    But*the  moft  con- 
temptuous  treatment  is  yet  unmentioned.  The  king  of  Ava, 
alarmed  at  the  treaty  with  Siam,  and  apprehenfive  of  re- 
venge for  the  death  of  Brito,  fent  an  embafTy  to  the  viceroy 
Azevedo  accepted  his  propofals,  and  IMartinho  de  Cofta 

Fakam, 
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Falcam,  his  ambaflador,  went  to  ratify  the  treaty  at  the 
court  of  Ava.  But  the  monarch's  fears,  and  the  reputati- 
on of  the  Portuguefe  valour,  were  now  no  more.  After 
many  days  fpent  by  Falcam  in  vain  folicitations  for  an  au- 
dience, the  hour  of  midnight  was  at  laft  appointed.  In  the 
dark  he  was  brought  to  an  apartment,  and  in  the  dark  alfo 
was  ordered  to  deliver  his  embaffy,  for  the  king,  they  faid, 
was  there,  and  liftened.  He  delivered  it,  and  received  no 
anfwer.  Yet,  though  this  haughty  fllence  told  him  he  had 
been  talking  to  the  walls,  Falcam  ftill  meanly  folicited  to 
fee  the  fovereign ;  and  the  former  refined  contempt  was 
renewed.  A  day,  and  a  place  in  the  ftreet  were  named, 
where  Falcam  might  fee  his  majefty  as  he  rode  out  on  his 
elephant.  The  day  came,  but  the  king  never  deigned 
turn  his  eye  to  the  place  where  the  ambaflador  ftood. 
And  Falcam,  thus  loaded  with  the  moll  contemptuous  dif- 
grace,  returned  to  Goa, 

On  a  voyage  to  Dio,  Azevedo  fell  in  with  four  Englifh 
veflels.  He  held  a  council  of  war,  and  it  was  refolved  not 
to  fight,  becaufe  the  ftate  of  India,  mould  victory  declare 
againft  them,  could  not  Curtain  the  lofs  of  the  large  galleon 
in  which  the  admiral  failed.  Such  was  the  poverty  of  the 
Portuguefe  cuftom-houfes  in  the  Eaft  ;  and  the  exchequer 
of  Lilbon  received  an  equally  fmall  and  precarious  revenue 
from  the  Company  of  Merchants  who  were  the  proprietors 
of  the  goods  brought  to  Portugal.  In  fome  of  the  laft  fif- 
years,  not  a  Portuguefe  £hip  failed  from  India  to  Eu- 
rope ; 
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rope  •,  and  half  of  thofe  which  ventured  out,  were  either 
taken  by  enemies,  or,  having  failed  late  in  the  feafon,  were 
defbroyed  by  tempeft. 

While  thus  degraded  and  broken  down,  the  Spanifh 
court  completed  the  ruin  of  the  Portuguefe  Eaftern  empire. 
The  expence  of  the  fupplies,  lately  fent  againft  the  Dutch 
and  Englifh,  far  exceeded  the  taxes  of  the  Company,  reap- 
ed by  Spain  ;  and  Azevedo  received  an  order  from  the 
court  of  Madrid,  to  difpofe  of  every  employment,  of  every 
office  under  him,  by  public  fale,  that  money  might  be  raif- 
ed  to  fupport  his  government.  We  now  need  add  few  cir- 
cuoiftances  more,  for  the  hiftory  of  the  fall  of  the  Portu- 
guefe empire  in  Afia,  is  here  efTentially  complete. 

While  the  Indian  ftate  was  fo  poor,  that  it  could  not 
afford  to  rifque  the  lofs  of  a  fingle  galleon,  Azevedo  the 
viceroy  was  immenfely  rich.  As  he  complained  one  day 
of  the  great  lofTes  fuftained  by  his  trading  vefTels,  near  the 
latter  part  of  his  reign,  one  of  his  officers  told  him  he  was 
frill  worth  4  or  500,000  ducats.  To  this  he  replied,  I  am 
Jlil I  worth  more  than  that  fum  in  cattle  only 

Though  the  miniftry  of  Spain  feemed  to  have  abandon- 
ed India,  they  beheld  the  fuccefs  of  the  Dutch  with  great 
refentment.  Becaufe  he  had  not  defeated  the  Dutch  and 
Englifh,  Azevedo  was  recalled,  was  ftripped  of  his  riches, 

and 
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and  condemned  to  a  dungeon,  in  which  he  *  ended  his 
life,  and  in  which,  he  was  maintained  by  the  Jefuits,  who 
afterwards  honourably  buried  him  :  a  debt,  no  doubt,  of 
gratitude  for  the  fervices  which  he  had  rendered  that  fo- 
ciety  in  India. 

Even  deeper  declenfion  followed  the  reign  of  Azevedo. 
The  numerous  Portuguefe  forts,  almoft  every  were  {trip- 
ped of  territory,  had  been  long  fufFered  to  fall  into  decay ; 
for  their  commanders  were  only  intent  on  their  own  hid- 
den aggrandifement.  Shipwrecks  and  dreadful  tempefts  ad- 
ded to  the  miferies  of  the  Portuguefe :  and  the  moft  remark- 
able events  of  the  government  of  John  Count  de  Redondo, 
who'in  1 617  fuperfeded  Azevedo,  are  the  folemn  fails  held 
at  Goa.  In  fome  of  thefe,  the  citizens  lay  day  and  night  on 
the  floors  of  the  churches,  imploring  the  divine  mercy,  in 
the  deepeft  and  moft  awful  filence,  while  not  a  found  was 
to  be  heard  in  the.  mournful  ftreets. 

Though  Azevedo  was  punifhed  for  not  defeating  the 
Dutch  and  Englifh,  fo  little  regard  did  Spain  pay  to  India, 
that  Hernan  de  Albuquerque,  who  after  Redondo  govern- 
ed for  three  years,  never  received  one  letter  from  the  court 
of  his  fovereign.  In  1622,  Don  Francifco  de  Gama  fail- 
ed 

*  To  the  inftances  of  A^evedo's  cruelties  already  mentioned,  let  another 
be  added.  He  ufed  to  amufe  himfelf  and  his  foldiers,  by  throwing  his  pri- 
foners  over  the  bridge  of  Malvana,  to  fee  the  crocodiles  devour  them.  The 
crocodiles,  fays  Faria,  were  fo  ufed  to  this  food,  that  they  would  lift  their 
heads  above  water  and  crowd  to  the  place,  at  the  light  of  the  victims. 


PORTUGUESE    ASIA.  ccxix 

cd  from  Lifbon  with  four  fhips,  and  the  commiffion  of 
viceroy.     On  his  voyage,  the  three  veiTels  which  attended, 
contemptuoufly  left  him;  and,  to  fave  himfelf  from  a  Butch 
fquadron,  he  burned  his  own  fhip  on  the  coaft  of  Mozam- 
bique, from  whence  in  a  galliot  he  proceeded  to  India. 
After  a  regency  of  five  years,  in  which  he  neither  execut- 
ed nor  planned  one  action  of  the  fmalleft  confequence,  he 
refigned  the  government  to  Don  Luis  de  Brito,  the  bifhop 
pf  Cochim.      Malaca,    again  beiieged    by    the  king   of 
Achem,  was  again  reduced  to  the  deepeft  diftrefs ;  but  the 
biibop  would  fit  out  no  armament  to  its  relief;  jealous,  it 
was  thought,  left  the  commander  of  it  fhould  be  appoint- 
ed viceroy.     On  the  bilhop's  death,  which  happened  after 
his  having  benumbed  every  bufinefs  of  ftate  for  near  two 
years,  the  writs  of  fucceffion  were  operted,  and  two  go- 
vernors were  found  named,  one  for  the  civil,  the  other  for 
the  military  department.      But  fo  vague  were  the  terms  of 
expreffion,  that  two  gentlemen  of  different  names  claimed 
the  fword  of  command.     The  difpute  was  fubmitted  to  the 
council  of  Goa,  and  Alvarez  Botello  was  declared  gover- 
nor.    By  a  vigorous  effort  he  relieved  Malaca ;  but  he  fell 
foon  after  in  an  engagement  where  the  Hollanders  were  vic- 
torious ;  and  Malaca  was  again  invefted  by  the  neighbour- 
ing princes,  affifted  by  a  fquadron  of  twelve  Dutch  fhips. 
Mozambique,  Ceylon,  various  forts  of  the  Moluccas  and 
on  every  coaft  of  India,  were  alternately  loft  and  recover- 
ed, were  again  repeatedly  attacked  by  the  enemy,  and  at 
laft  finally  abandoned  by  the  Portuguefe.     In  1632,  under 

the 
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the  viceroyalty  of  the  Count  de  Linarez,  Our  European 
enemies,  lays  Faria,  roved  over  the  feas  without  oppo/itiony  took 
many  of  ourjhips,  and  ruined  our  trade.  They  alfo  every  -where 
incenfed  the  Indian  princes  againf  us  s  for  tue  had  no  agent  at 
any  of  their  courts  to  vindicate  our  caufe.  Yet,  deep  as  fuch 
declenfion  appears,  Linarez,  on  his  return  to  Europe,  pre- 
fented  the  king  of  Spain  with  a  hat-band,  and  the  queen 
with  a  pair  of  pendants,  a  gift  valued  at  100,000  crowns. 
In  1639,  while  another  archbifliop  of  Goa  was  governor, 
a  fquadron  of  nine  Dutch  veflels  rode  in  triumph  in  the 
river  of  Goa,  and  burnt  three  galleons  in  the  harbour, 
without  opposition  •,  for  the  fort,  fays  Faria,  was  deftitute 
both  of  ammunition  and  men.  In  1640,  the  kingdom  of 
Portugal,  by  one  of  the  nobleft  efforts  upon  record,  threw 
off  the  yoke  of  Spain  j  and  the  Portuguefe  in  India  ac- 
knowledged the  duke  of  Braganza  as  their  fovereign.  And 
in  1642,  a  viceroy  was  fen t  to  India  by  John  IV.  But 
though  the  new  monarch  paid  attention  to  India,  and 
though  the  Englifh,  during  their  civil  wars,  abandoned  the 
commerce  oftheEaft,  the  Dutch  were  now  fo  formidable, 
and  their  operations  fo  well  connected,  and  continued,  that 
every  exertion  to  recover  the  dominion  of  India  was  fruit- 
lefs  and  loft.  Soon  after  the  civil  wars,  the  Englifh  arofe 
to  more  power  and  confequence,  than  even  the  Dutch,  in 
Afia ;  and  many  of  the  Portuguefe  merchants  became  their 
agents  and  naval  carriers.  Towards  the  end  of  the  feven- 
teenth  century,  the  court  of  Lifbon  turned  its  attention  to 
the  Brazils,  and  neglected  India.     A  fucceffion  of  viceroys 

was 
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was  however  continued  ;  but  of  all  their  numerous  fettle- 
ments  on  every  coaft  of  the  eaftern  world,  the  ports  of  Goa 
and  Dio  in  India,  and  the  ifle  of  Macao  in  the  bay  of  Can- 
ton, only  remain  in  the  pofleffion  of  the  Portuguese.  And, 
according  to  the  information  procured  by  the  abbe  Reynal 
(who  publifhed  his  Hijloire  Philofophique,  &c.  about  ten 
years  ago)  two  fmall  vefTels,  often  Chinefe,  once  in  the 
year  carry  fome  porcelaine  to  Goa  and  Dio :  but  thefc 
muft  touch  at  Surat  and  other  ports  to  complete  their  re- 
turn of  filks  and  fpicery.  And  one  fhip,  with  a  poor  car- 
go, partly  furnifhed  by  the  two  floops  of  Macao,  and  partly 
purchafed  from  the  Englifh,  fails  once  in  the  year  from 
Goa  to  Lifbon.  Such  is  the  fall  of  that  Power,  which 
once  commanded  the  commerce  of  Africa  and  Afia,  from 
the  ftraits  of  Gibraltar  to  the  eaftern  fide  of  Japan. 

But  Dio  and  Goa  are  unrivalled  ftations ;  and  the  iflnnd 
of  Macao,  on  the  coaft  of  China,  is  a  pofTeflion  of  the  ut- 
moft  value,  a  poffeffion  which  might  be  envied  by  the  firff. 
power  of  Europe.  Would  the  Portuguefe  abolifh  the  In- 
quisition of  Goa,  fays  Reynal,  and  open  their  ports  upon 
liberal  principles,  the  Ponuguefe  flag  might  again  flow 
triumphant  over  the  eaftern  ocean.  But  though  this  flou- 
rifh  cannot  be  realifed,  while  the  power  of  the  Britifh  and 
Dutch  continue,  there  is  a  wide  and  favourable  field  open 
for  the  increafe  of  the  Portuguefe  Indian  commerce  ;  and 
a  beginning  that  promifes  future  importance  has  already 
taken  place.  In  1773,  the  late  king  of  Portugal  new- 
modelled 
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modelled  the  government  of  his  Afiatic  fettlements.  By 
the  new  *  laws  the  power  of  the  governor  is  altered,  and 
the  title  of  Viceroy  is  changed  to  that  of  Captain  General. 
The  Inquifition  of  Goa,  formerly  more  dreadful  in  it9 
cruelties  than  even  that  of  Portugal,  is  utterly  abolifhed  ; 
and  about  fix  or  feven  veffels  are  now  annually  cleared  from 
Lifbon  for  India,  but  the  commerce  of  thefe  fleets  is  a 
Royal  Monopoly,  and  regulated  in  the  fame  fpirit  by  which 
the  trade  to  Brazil  is  now,  and  has  always  been,  con- 
ducted and  governed. 

The  hiftories  of  wars,  from  the  earlieft  times,  are  much 
alike  j  the  names  of  the  countries  ravaged,  the  towns  de- 
ftroyed,  and  captains  flain,  are  different ;  the  motives  and 
conduct  of  the  opprefTors,  and  the  miferies  of  the  opprefTed, 
are  the  fame.  Portugal  railed  the  firft  commercial  em- 
pire of  the  modern  world  ;  the  hiftory  of  her  fate  there- 
fore opens  a  new  field  for  the  moft  important  fpeculation. 
The  tranfaftions  of  the  Portuguefe  in  India  are  peculiarly 
the  wars  and  negociations  of  commerce,  and  therefore  of- 
fer inftrudtions  to  every  trading  country,  which  are  not  to 
be  found  in  the  campaigns  of  a  Ccefar  or  a  Marlborough. 
The  profperity  and  declenfion  of  foreign  fettlements,  re- 
fulting  from  the  wifdom  or  errors  of  the  fupreme  power 
at  home,  from  the  wifdom  or  imprudence,  the  virtues  or 
vices  of  governors  abroad ;  The  ftupendous  effects  of  un- 

*  For  which  fee  the  Nrtiaas,  in  the  Appendix. 

ftained 
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ftalned  honour  and  faith  ;  The  miferable  ruinous  embar- 
raflments  which  attend  difhoneft  policy,  though  fupported 
by  the  greateft  abilities  in  the  field  or  in  the  council ;  The 
uncommercial  and  dreadful  confequences  of  wars  unjuftly 
provoked,  though  crowned  with  a  long  feries  of  victories  ; 
The  felf-deftruc~tive  meafures,  uncommercial  fpirit,  and  in- 
herent weaknefs  of  defpotic  rule ;  The  power,  affluence, 
and  viability  which  reward  the  liberal  policy  of  humane  go- 
vernment ;  in  a  word,  All  thofe  caufes  which  nourifh  the 
infancy,  all  thofe  which  as  a  fecret  difeafe  undermine,  or 
as  a  violent  poifon  fuddeniy  deftroy  the  vital  fbrength  of  a 
commercial  empire ;  all  thefe  are  developed  and  difplayed, 
in  the  raoft  exemplary  manner,  in  the  hiftory  of  the  tran- 
factions  of  Portuguefe  Afia. 

And  all  thefe  combine  to  afcertain  the  great  principles 
upon  which  that  ftupendous  Common  Wealth  the  Britifh 
Eaft  India  Company  muft  exift  ar  fall.  The  commerce  of 
India  is  of  moft  efTential  value  to  the  Britifh  nation.  By 
the  Indian  goods  distributed  over  Europe,  the  efTential  ba- 
lance of  trade  is  preferved  in  our  favour.  But  whether  the 
Indian  commerce  fhould  be  conducted  by  an  Exclufive 
Company,  or  laid  open  to  every  Adventurer,  is  the  quef- 
tion  of  the  day,  a  queftion  of  the  very  firft  importance 
to  the  Britifh  empire.  And  to  this  queftion  the  ex- 
ample of  the  Portuguefe  is  of  the  firft  confequence. 
Both  in  the  Senate,  and  in  the  works  of  fome  poli- 
tical  Writers,   this  example   has   been   appealed  to;    an 

exaft 
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exacl  knowledge  of  the  commercial  principles  of  Portu- 
guefe Afia  is  therefore  highly  necefiary  ;  particularly,  if 
the  moft  grofs  mifreprefentations  of  it  have  already  been 
given,  with  the  profefied  view  of  influencing  the  Legifla- 
ture.  And  an  authenticated  ftate  of  the  principles  of  the 
Portuguefe  Afiatic  commerce,  were  it  only  to  guard  us 
againft  the  vulonary  and  dangerous  fchemes  of  Theory, 
cannot  but  be  of  fome  utility  to  that  nation  which  now 
commands  the  commerce  of  India. 

Throughout  the  foregoing  Hiftory  of  Portuguefe  Alia, 
the  characterises  and  principles  of  the  Portuguefe  mili- 
tary and  commercial  government,  have  been  ftated  and 
authenticated.  But  a  retrofpecl  will  be  necefiary,  to  bring 
the  Portuguefe  example  deciflvely  home  ;  and  feveral  facts, 
as  for  their  proper  place,  have  been  hitherto  referved  for 
the  following 
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When  Gama  arrived  in  India,  the  Moors,  great  maf- 
ters  of  the  arts  of  traffic,  were  the  lords  of  the  eaftern 
feas.  They  had  fettlements  on  every  convenient  ftation, 
from  Sofala  to  China ;  and  though  under  different  go- 
vernments, were  in  reality  one  great  commonwealth. 
They  clearly  forefaw  what  injury  their  trade  would  fuf- 
tain,  were  Europeans  to  become  acquainted  with  the  Asia- 
tic feas.  They  exerted  every  fraudful  art,  that  not  one 
man  of  Gama's  fleet  might  return  to  Europe.  And  when 
thefe  arts  were  defeated,  with  the  moft  determined  zeal 
they  commenced  f  hoftilities. 

Garrifons  and  warlike  fleets  were  now  abfolutely  necef- 
fary  to  the  exiftence  of  a  naval  commerce  between  Eu- 
rope and  Afia.  And  on  the  return  of  Gama,  Cabral  was 
fent  with  an  armed  fleet  of  thirteen  veffels.  His  commif- 
lion  was  to  make  alliances,  to  eftablifh  forts  and  factories, 
and  to  repel  hoftilities.  His  commiffion  he  executed,  and 
the  commanders  who  fucceeded  him  greatly  extended  the 
Portuguefe  fettlements,  which  were  reduced  by  Albu- 
querque into  a  regular  plan  of  empire. 

vol.   i.  O  To 

f  To  the  above  let  it  be  added,  that  the  Soldan  of  Egypt,  and  the  Grand 
Turk,  for  near  a  century,  continued  their  ftrenuous  efforts  for  the  utter 
expulfion  of  the  Portuguefe. 
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To  increafe  the  population  and  riches,  and  thence  the 
itrength  of  the  mother  country,  by  the  exportation  of  her 
domeftic  manufactures,  raifed  from  the  domeftic  ftaples, 
is  the  great  and  only  real  advantage  of  foreign  fettlement. 
But  this  was  not  underftood  by  the  Portuguefe.  To  raife 
a  revenue  for  the  king  his  mafter  was  the  idea  of  Albu- 
querque. And  the  ftupendous  fabric  which  he  raifed  does 
his  genius  immortal  honour  :  for  it  muftbe  remembered, 
that  even  had  he  underftood  the  domeftic  advantage's  of  a 
Free  Trade,  it  was  not  in  his  power  to  open  it.  The  king 
of  Portugal  was  fole  merchant,  every  factory  was  his,  and 
the  traffic  between  Portugal  and  India  was,  in  the  ftricteft 
fenfe,  a  Regal  Monopoly.  There  was  zfpecies  of  free  trade 
indeed  allowed  in  the  eaftern  feas  ;  but  from  this  the  mo- 
ther country  received  no  benefit ;  and  the  principles  upon 
which  it  exifted,  naturally  produced  the  fall  of  the  Portu- 
guefe eaftern  empire.  We  need  not  repeat  its  piratical 
anarchy.  The  greateft  and  moft  accomplifhed  of  the  Por- 
tuguefe governors  faw  its  fatal  tendency,  and  every  method 
was  attempted  to  reftricl:  and  render  it  infamous. 

The  tribute  of  the  vaffal  princes,  the  territorial  levies, 
and  the  duties  of  the  various  cuftom-houfes,  produced  un- 
der fome  governors  a  confiderable  revenue.  But  how  mi- 
ferably  obvious  is  thisfyftem  to  every  abufe  !  The  foregoing 
Hiftory  demonftrates  how,  period  after  period,  it  fell  into 
deeper  and  deeper  diforder.  The  yearly  falary  of  Almeyda, 
the  firft  viceroy,  was  only  15,000  rials  (*.  e.  1041/.  13.C  \±d. 

fterling)  j 
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fterling) ;  about  fourfcore  or  an  hundred  years  after,  the 
falary  and  profits  of  three  years  viceroyalty  amounted  to 
about  one  million  and  an  half  of  ducats.  Faria  y  Soufa  has 
given,  from  the  archives  of  Portugal,  an  exact  lift  of  all 
the  fhips  cleared  from  Portugal  for  India,  from  the  dis- 
covery of  Gama  to  the  year  1640  f.  During  the  firft  fifty 
years,  which  was  the  moft  flourifhing  period  ofPortugueie 
Alia,  only  nine  or  ten  velTels  failed  yearly  from  Portugal 
for  India.  And  from  that  period  to  the  end  of  the  Spanifh 
ufurpation,  only  one  or  two  vefTels  carried  the  annual  traf- 
fic of  India  to  Portugal. 

Beiides  the  mifconduct  which  naturally  refults  from  that 
wo;  ft  of  all  monopolies,  a  Regal  one,  many  were  the  ether 
circumftances  which  included  the  future  ruin  of  the  Por- 
tuguefe. 

O  2  The 

f  From  the  commencement  of  the  Indian  commerce  under  Cabral,  in 
IJOO,  to  the  death  of  the  great  Caftro,  in  1548,  494  fhips  failed  from  Lil- 
bon  for  India,  of  which  41  were  loft  on  the  voyage.  On  an  average,  there- 
fore, about  19  ihips  in  each  two  years  arrived  in  India.  As  many  of  thele 
were  war  fhips,  lent  to  continue  in  the  Eaft,  we  cannot  fippofe  that, 
making  allowance  for  fhip\wecks,  more  than  five  returned  annually  to  Por- 
tugal. From  1548  to  the  acceffion  of  Philip,  173  failed  from  Lifbon  for 
India,  of  which  17  were  loft.  The  yearly  average  is  therefore  near  five 
fhips  fent,  and  the  return,  as  above  proportioned,  about  three.  During57 
years  under  the  crown  of  Spain,  only  285  failed  for  India,  whereof  only  236 
arrived.  Some  years  not  one  fhip  failed,  either  from  Lifbon  to  India,  01 
from  India  to  Lifbon.  At  this  period,  fay  all  our  authors,  the  fhips  were 
moftly  overloaded,  and  failed  at  improper  feafons,  by  which  means  many 
were  loft,  and  many  were  taken  by  the  Dutch  and  Englifh.  And  thus, 
upon  an  average,  at  leaft,  from  about  the  year  1616,  not  more  than  thiee 
reflels  in  each  two  years  arrived  at  Lifbon. 
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The  vague  terms  of  the  viceroy's  commiffion  (for  which 
fee  the  Appendix)  and  his  arbitrary  power,  from  which 
there  was  no  appeal  to  any  body  of  laws  of  fupreme  au- 
thority, naturally  produced  the  unjuft  wars,  the  infolence, 
cruelty,  and  fearlefs  rapine  of  the  Portuguefe  governors 
and  their  dependent  officers. 

From  every  circumftance  it  appears,  that  the  courts  of 
Lifbon  and  Madrid  never  confidered  the  commerce  of  In- 
dia as  an  object  worthy  of  their  attention.  Sovereignty 
and  revenue  were  the  advantages  they  expected,  and  en- 
deavoured to  find  in  the  Eaft. 

Every  hiftorian  of  Portuguefe  Afia  complains  of  the  fud- 
den  recalls  of  the  viceroys ;  and  the  ftated  term  of  three 
years  viceroyalty  is  moft.  apparently  abfurd  and  ruinous. 
Every  hiftorian  of  thefe  tranfa&ions  mentions  it  as  the  ge- 
neral practice,  that  the  new  viceroy  flopped  and  reverfed 
every  preparation  and  plan  of  his  predecefTor. 

Though  no  vefTels  but  thofe  of  his  majefty  carried  the 
commodities  of  India  to  Europe,  a  contraband  traffic  of 
the  officers  and  failors  had  been,  moft  afluredly,  of  the 
earlieft  commencement.  By  a  ftatute  puffed  in  1687,  'x<i 
appears  that  the  viceroys  had  formerly  obtained  the  privi- 
lege for  themfelves,  and  of  granting  licences  to  others,  to 
carry  certain  articles  and  quantities  of  their  own  private 
traffic,   on   board   of  his  majefty's   vefTels,   to  Portugal. 

When 
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When  this  grant  commenced,  we  have  not  been  able  to  de- 
termine. Certain  it  is,  however,  that  it  muft  have  been 
mentioned,  had  it  been  in  exiftence  when  Caftro,  Ataide, 
and  other  viceroys  exerted  the  mod  ftrenuous  efforts  to 
difcourage  the  mercantile  purfuits  of  the  native  Portu- 
guefe.  Were  we  allowed  to  venture  a  conjecture,  we 
would  place  this  exclufive  grant  to  the  viceroy  and  his  crea- 
tures in  the  reign  of  John  IV.  who  made  a  faint  and  vain 
endeavour  to  recover  the  dominion  of  India.  And  it  outrages 
probability  to  fuppofe  it  older  than  the  extraordinary  but 
uncertified  emoluments  recorded  as  given  by  Philip  II.  to 
the  viceroys  of  India.  Whenever  it  commenced,  how- 
ever, in  1687  tne  legal  right  to  this  private  traffic  was  abo- 
lifhed ;  but  the  contraband  practice,  which  certainly  began 
with  the  firft  voyage  of  Cabral,  was  as  certainly  continued. 

The  Exclufive  Company  of  Merchants,  who  in  1587 
contracted  to  fit  out  the  Indian  fleets,  appear  to  have  had 
little  influence  in  the  affairs  of  India.  The  power  of  the 
viceroy  and  the  piratical  anarchy  were  ftill  predominant. 
While  only  one  or  two  failed  annually  for  Portugal,  the 
floops  and  other  veffels  employed  in  the  trade  of  the  pri- 
vate adventurers  amounted  to  a  confiderable  number. 
Captain  Beft  met  a  trading  fleet  of  240  Portuguefe  veffels 
on  the  coaft  of  Cambaya :  and  when  the  Mogul  declared 
war  againft  the  Portuguefe,  in  1617,  the  number  of  their 
veffels,  detained  in  his  harbours,  {vid.  Far.  fub  ann.)  was 
200.  Yet  were  the  adventurers  in  this  trade  liable  to  eve- 
ry 
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ry  inconvenience  ufually  fuffered  by  fmugglers  and  free- 
booters. It  is  true  they  carried  the  commodities  of  Ethiopia 
and  the  coafts  around  Ormuz,  to  Malaca  and  China  ;  and 
in  return  distributed  the  products  of  the  eaftern  over  the 
weftern  mores  of  the  India  ocean.  But  they  had  no  cer- 
tain protection  of  their  property,  and  they  were  furrounded 
with  monopolies.  The  viceroys  and  commanders  of  forts 
had  monopolies  of  their  own  in  every  ftation  between 
Ethiopia  and  China.  And  it  is  eafy  to  conceive  how  their 
creatures  muft  have  lorded  it  over  all  thofe  who  dared  to 
interfere  with  their  profits.  To  render  a  foreign  trade 
profperous,  the  honeft  merchant  muft  have  every  pofllble 
encouragement.  If  it  is  eafy  to  acquire  an  handfome  inde- 
pendence in  an  honourable  channel,  the  fons  of  men  of  . 
property  and  of  connexions  will  adventure ;  and  where  ca- 
pital flock  and  real  abilities  are  beft  rewarded,  commerce  + 
muft  greatly  increafe.  If  on  the  other  hand,  the  merchant 
is  fettered  with  difficulties,  only  men  of  defperate  fortune 
will  fettle  in  a  diftant  climate.  And  thefe,  confcious  of  the 
restraints  under  which  they  labour,  confcious  that  they 
have  much  to  gain  and  little  to  lofe,  will,  in  the  nature  of 
things,  be  folely  influenced  by  the  fpirit  of  the  mere  adven- 
turer j  by  that  fpirit  which  utterly  ruined  the  Portuguefe  in 
India. 

Each  of  the  fleets  which  failed  annually  from  Lifbon  to 
India,  carried  out,  upon  an  average,  about  3000  men. 
Very  few  of  thefe  ever  returned  to  fettle  in   Portugal. 

They 
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They  married  in  the  Eaft,  and  became  one  people  with  the 
defcendants  of  thofe  Portuguefe,  who,  at  various  periods, 
had  fettled  and  married  with  the  natives,  in  the  numerous 
colonies  of  Portuguefe  Ana.  Their  great  commonwealth, 
in  the  beginning  of  the  feventeenth  century,  was  a  mere 
anarchy,  and  its  revenue  of  fo  little  value  to  the  mother 
country,  that  Philip  III.  abandoned  India  in  the  moft  ex- 
traordinary manner :  he  made  an  edict,  that  every  office 
under  the  government  fhould  be  fold  by  public  fale,  an 
edict  that  merit  fhould  be  neglected,  and  that  only  the  moft 
worthlefs  and  rapacious  fhould  be  entrufted  with  the  affairs 
of  ftate. 

THE    APPLICATION 

Of  the  example  of  Portuguefe  Afia  cannot  be  better 
enforced  than  by  an  examination  of  the  popular  arguments 
relative  to  the  Britifh  commerce  with  India.  A  recent 
writer  on  the  nature  and  canfes  of  the  wealth  of  nations t  has 
ftood  forth  as  the  philofophical  champion  for  the  abolition 
of  the  monopoly  of  the  Englifh  United  Eaft  India  Compa- 
ny. His  arguments  may  be  reduced  to  thefe  four  pofi- 
dons. 

I.  Excluiive  Companies  are  in  every  refpecl  pernicious, 

II.  la  the  Portuguefe  commerce  with  India,  for  more 

.  n  a  century,  there  was  no  excltfive  company ;  fuch 

monopoly 
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monopoly  is  therefore  unneceffary  for  the  fupport  of 
the  Indian  commerce. 

III.  Under  a  Free  Trade,  factors  will  fettle  in  India  of 
their  own  accord,  and  every  commercial  accommo- 
dation of  felling  and  purchafing  cargo  will  natu- 
rally follow.  v 

IV.  Where  forts  and  garrifons  are  abfolutely  neceflary, 
thefe  will  be  beft  under  the  immediate  protection  of 
the  fovereign,  under  whofe  care  his  native  fubjects 
will  find  themfelves  perfectly  fafe  and  eafy. 

The  fable  of  Procruftes,  and  his  iron  bed,  was  perhaps 
deiigned  by  the  ancients  to  fignify  a  fyftem  builder  and  his 
fyftem.  The  reader  will  foon  be  enabled  to  form  his  own 
judgment  on  the  juftice  of  this  explanation. 

The  firft  pofition  is  thus  maintained  by  our  Author : 
"  Of  all  the  expedients  that  can  well  be  contrived  Xojlunt 
"  the  natural  growth  of  a  new  colony,  that  of  an  exclu- 
"  five  company  is  undoubtedly  the  moffc  effectual."  Vol. 
ii.  p.  171. 

Having  diftinguifhed  monopolies  into  two  kinds,  our 
Author  thus  concludes  his  chapter ;  "  Such  exclufive 
"  Companies,  therefore,  are  nuifances  in  every  rejpecl,  al- 
44  ways  more  or  lefs  inconvenient  to  the  countries  in  which 

«  thev 
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<c  they  are  eftablifhed,  and  destructive  to  thofe  which 
"  have  the  misfortune  to  fall  under  their  government." 
Vol.  ii.  p.  256. 

Thus,  and  throughout  our  Author's  whole  work,  mo- 
nopolies are  reprefented  as  always,  every  where,  and  in 
every  rejpecl  pernicious.  Yet  when  fome  hiftorical  facts, 
and  the  manners  of  nations,  are  put  in  the  other  balance, 
the  fcale,  loaded  with  thefe  aiTertions,  will  inftantly  fly 
up  and  kick  the  beam. 

However  fome  men  may  declaim,  there  was  a  time  when 
the  founding  of  abbeys  and  monafteries  was  the  moft  poli- 
tical method  by  which  the  monarchs  of  Europe  could  in- 
troduce civilization  among  their  barbarous  fubjects.  And, 
however  ill  adapted  to  the  prefent  times,  that  old  mono- 
poly, the  inftitution  of  corporations,  was  at  one  period 
highly  political,  and  abfolutely  necefTary  to  fupport  infant 
commerce  againft  the  furrounding  oppreffions  and  uncom- 
mercial fpirit  of  the  feodal  fyftem.  The  commerce  of  the 
Hans  towns  began  not  only  with  incorporated  companies, 
but  alfo  with  a  general  ftipulated  league  of  thefe  compa- 
nies, for  fuch  union  was  abfolutely  necefTary  to  protect  the 
infancy  of  their  naval  commercial  intercourfe  againft  the 
numerous  bands  of  favage  pirates,  who  at  that  time  infeft- 
ed  the  Baltic,  the  Danifh,  and  the  German  feas. 

When 
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When   Prince  Henry   of  Portugal,  at  his  own  private 
expence,  had  difcovered  Madeira,  his  brother,  king  Ed- 
ward, made  him  proprietor  of  that  ifland.     Henry  divid- 
ed it  into  diftricts,  which  he  gave  to  fome  of  his  captains, 
who  in  return  paid  him  arevenue.    When  the  fame  prince 
had  difcovered  the  coaft  of  Guinea,  the  united  efforts  of  a 
company  appeared  to  him  as  the  moft  vigorous  method  of 
profecuting  his  defigns.     Under  a  charter  from  him,  and 
for  which  they  paid  him  a  revenue,  feveral  of  his  captains 
erected  a  commercial  company  at  Lagos,  and  the  vigour 
of  their  purfuits  anfwered  the  expectations  of  Henry.     In 
the  third  year  of  their  eftablifhment,  fourteen  fhips  fail- 
ed from  that  port  upon  trade  and  farther  difcovery  ;  and 
fifteen  were  the  fame  year  fitted  out  from  Madeira.     In 
147 1,  Alonzo  V.  engroffed  by  domeftic  quarrels,  and  the 
affairs  of  Morocco,  granted  Fernando  Gomez  a  monopoly 
of  the  Guinea  trade,  for  the  fmall  fum  of  500  ducats  an- 
nually, but  upon  condition  that  during  the  firft  five  years 
he  fhould  extend  his  difcoveries  500  leagues  farther  along 
the  fea  coaft.     This  condition  highly  vindicates  the  wif- 
dom  of  this  monopoly  j  as  the  numerous  fleets  of  Lagos 
and  Madeira  juftify  Henry.     Difcovery  was  a  moft  unpo- 
pular meafure,  and  neither  the  attention  of  Alonzo,  nor 
the  finances  of  the  ftate,  could  afford  to  fit  out  fquadrons 
on  expeditions  of  hope.     Even  in   1497,  two  °^  tne  ^our 
fhips  which  were  fent  to  difcover  India,  were  purchafed 
from   fubjecrs,  (fee   append) x )    fo  unable  were  the  royal 
dockyards  of  Portugal  to  fit  out  fleets  for  difcovery. 

Without 
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Without  the  regular  connection  of  a  Company,  under 
the  fan&ion  of  Legislative  authority,  the  Dutch  might  have 
as  rationally  attempted  to  eftablifh  a  commerce  with  the 
Moon  as  with  India.  The  natives,  it  is  true,  received, 
at  firft,  both  the  Dutch  and  the  Englifh  with  joy.  But 
the  Portuguefe  were  infinitely  too  ftrong  for  all  the  un- 
connected attempts  of  all  the  private  merchants  of  Eu- 
rope, and  it  was  their  intereft  t<?  prevent  intruders.  Nor 
did  the  good  will  of  the  natives  arife  from  any  other  caufe 
than  their  deep  hatred  of  the  Portuguefe.  It  was  the  in- 
tereft of  the  Moors,  Egyptians,  and  Turks,  that  no  Eu- 
ropeans fhould  navigate  the  eaftern  feas ;  and  had  the 
Dutch  and  Englifh  been  the  firft  who  dilcovered  India, 
they  rauft  have  encountered  the  whole  force  of  the  Eaft, 
and  all  the  rage  of  the  Moors. 

A  fovereign  who  defires  to  open  a  commerce  with  a 
diftant  country,  under  the  circumftances  of  India,  has 
only  this  alternative  :  he  muft  either  give  excliiftve  privi- 
leges to  a  Company,  or  he  muft  put  his  exchequer  to  the 
enormous  expence  of  forts  and  garrifons,  and  warlike 
fleets  year  after  year,  to  awe  the  hoftile  natives.  In  this 
laft  fuppofition,  the  trade  with  fuch  countries  may  be  ei- 
ther referved  as  a  monopoly  of  the  crown,  or  laid  open 
and  free  to  all  the  fubjecT:s.  Exclu five  Companies  were 
chofen  by  the  Dutch  and  Englifh,  in  their  profecution  of 
the  commerce  of  India.  And  a  crown  monopoly  was 
adopted  by  the  kings   of  Portugal.     But  no  fovereign  was 

ever 
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ever  fo  deep  a  Theorift  as  to  take  upon  himfelf  the  enor- 
mous and  uncertain  expence  of  conquering  and  bridling  dif- 
tant  and  warlike  nations,  in  order  that,  after  enriching 
themfelves  with  the  commerce  of  fuch  countries,  his  fub- 
jects  might  be  better  enabled  to  pay  what  future  taxes  he 
might  think  proper  to  impofe  upon  them. 

The  fecond  pofition  afcribed  to  our  Author  is  deduced 
from  thefe  fentences  :  "  The  Portuguefe  carried  on  the 
««  trade  both  to.  Africa  and  the  Eaft  Indies,  without  any 
««  exclufive  Companies."     Vol.  ii.  p.  248. 

"  Except  in  Portugal,  and  within  thefe  few  years  in 
«  France,  the  trade  to  the  Eaft  Indies  has,  in  every  Eu- 
"  ropean  country,  been  fubjected  to  an  exclufive  Compa- 
"  ny."     Vol.  ii.  p.  242. 

"  That  fuch  companies  are  not  in  general  neceflary  for 
"  carrying  on  the  Eaft  India  trade,  is  fufficiently  demonftr cited 
«  by  the  experience  of  the  Portuguefe,  who  enjoyed  al- 
"  moft  the  whole  of  it  for  more  than  a  century  together, 
"  without  any  exclufive  Company."     Vol.  ii.  p.  246. 

In  political  philofophy  an  exclufive  Company  and  exclufive 
Trade  are  exactly  the  fame.  Our  Author  himfelf  gives  the 
very  worft  of  characters  of  a  Regal  Monopoly ;  but  it 
feems  to  have  been  utterly  unknown  to  him,  that  fuch 
ever  was,  and  is,  the  Portuguefe  commerce  between  Eu- 
rope 


PORTUGUESE     ASIA.  ccxxxvii 

rope  and  India;  utterly  unknown  to  him,  that  the  Por- 
tuguefe  free  trade    in   the  Indian  feas  was   a  difgrace  to 
commerce,  was  ruinous  in  every  principle,  was  efteemed 
infamous,  only  fit  for  felons,  in  the  days  of  the  Portuguefe 
profperity ;   and  in  order    to   its  fuppreflion,    was    taxed 
greatly  beyond  the  trade  carried  on  by  the  natives.     The 
continuance  or  abolition  of  the  Eaft  India  Company  is  a 
matter   of  the    firft   importance.     If  either    method   be 
adopted  upon  falfe  principles,  the  confequences  will  be  fe- 
verely  felt.     We  fhall  therefore  claim  fome  merit  in  hold- 
ing up  a  confpicuous  example  to  future  philofophers,  how 
imprudent  it   is  to  truft  to  the  felf-fuficiency  of /peculation, 
when,  on  the  raoft  important  topics,  they  appeal  to  his- 
torical facts  as  a  fifjicient  demonfi ration  of  the  eafe  and  fafetv 
of  their  theoretical  fchemes. 

The  third  pofitjon  afcribed  to  our  Author  will  be  found 
at  great  length  in  his  Fourth  Book.  In  Sweden  and  Den- 
mark he  owns  that  the  encouragement  of  a  monopoly  was 
necefTary  to  their  trade  with  India.  But  where  monopo- 
lies are  necefTary,  fuch  countries,  he  fays,  ought  not  to 
trade  directly  to  the  Eaft  Indies.  He  takes  it  for  granted 
that  the  fmallnefs  of  the  national  capital  ftock,  which  can- 
not be  fpared  in  the  flow  returns  of  fo  diftant  a  trade 
produces  this  neceffity.  And  it  were  better,  he  adds,  for 
fuch  countries  to  buy  their  Indian  goods  «  fbmewhat  dear- 
"  er"  from  other  nations.  But  when  a  nation  is  rich 
enough  to  trade  with  India,  a  free  commerce,  according 

to 


ccxxxviii  PORTUGUESE    ASIA, 

to  our  Author,  would  naturally  fpring  up  in  the  moft  beau- 
tiful order.  He  ftates  the  objection  of  the  impoffibility  of 
a  private  merchant's  capital  being  able  to  fupport  factors 
and  agents  in  the  different  ports  of  India  ;  to  which  he 
thus  replies,  (vol.  ii.  p.  246.)  "  There  is  no  great  branch 
"  of  trade  in  which  the  capital  of  any  one  private  mer- 
"  chant  is  fufficient  for  carrying  on  all  the  fubordinate 
"  branches,  which  muft  be  carried  on  in  order  to  carry 
"  on  the  principal  branch.  But  when  a  nation  is  ripe  for 
"  any  great  branch  of  trade,  fome  merchants  naturally 
"  turn  their  capitals  towards  the  principal,  and  fome  to- 

'*  wards  the  fubordinate  branches  of  it If  a  nati- 

**  on  therefore  is  ripe  for  the  Eaft  India  trade,  a  cer- 
"  tain  portion  of  its  capital  will  naturally  divide  itfelf 
"  among  all  the  different  branches  of  that  trade.  Some 
**  of  its  merchants  will  find  it  for  their  intereft  to  refide  in 
"  the  Eaft  Indies,  and  employ  their  capitals  there  in  pro- 
«<  viding  goods  for  the  fhips  which  are  to  be  fent  out  by 
"  other  merchants,  who  refids  in  Europe." 

When  this  fcheme  of  commerce  with  India  cannot  be 
effected,  it  is  a  proof,  according  to  our  Author  (p.  247.) 
that  fuch  country,  at  that  particular  time,  was  not  ripe  for 
that  trade ;  and  had  better  buy  their  Indian  goods,  "  even 
"  at  a  higher  price,"  from  other  nations.  But  had  the 
Portuguefe,  Dutch,  and  Englifh,  waited  for  fuch  theoreti- 
cal ripcnefs)  they  had  never  yet  fet  one  foot  in  India. 

In 
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In  the  raoft  favourable  view  of  fuch  eftablifhment  of 
commerce  with  the  great  world  of  Afia,  its  perfection  can- 
not fpring  up  in  a  few  years,  and  would  be  always  preca- 
rious. When  the  Moors  were  in  force,  fuch  peaceful  ef- 
tablifhments  were  impoffible,  for  they  knew  their  prefent 
interelt  too  well  to  liften  to  the  promifes  of  European  fpe- 
culation  ;  and  the  prefent  character  of  the  Indian  nations 
gives  no  prophecy  when  forts  and  garrifons  will  become 
unneceffary  to  the  European  refidents  in  India.  Our  Au- 
thor feems  aware  of  this,  in  the  fentence  which  immedi- 
ately follows  the  laft  cited,  and  which  vindicates  the  fourth 
pofition  into  which  we  have  divided  his  argument. 

But  it  will  be  here  neceflary  to  give  a  fiiort  Analyfis  of 
the  great  principles  of  our  Author's  fyftem. 

The  wealth  of  nations,  he  fays,  arifes  from  labour ; 
the  value  of  which,  he  often  tells  us,  is  only  to  be 
fixed  by  the  higgling  of  the  market.  That  fhare  of 
land-rent  which  is  claimed  by  the  fovereign,  is  .his  fa- 
vourite fource  of  revenue.  And  were  every  fubjecl  al- 
lowed a  free  trade  too,  the  whole  nation  would  be  en- 
riched, and  this  fource  of  revenue,  of  confequence, 
greatly  enlarged.  But  monopolies  of  all  kinds,  by  Ji ant- 
ing the  ufe  of  ftock  and  the  confequent  increafe  of 
riches,  Jlunt  the  fources  of  revenue.  Monopolies  are 
therefore  every  where  and  in  every  refpect  prejudicial 
to  fovereign  and  people.     As  the  fovereign  is  chiefly  in- 

terefted 
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terefted  in  the  flourishing  ftate  of  the  land-rent  revenue, 
it  is  mod  likely  to  flourish  under  his  care.  And  over  and 
above  as  the  population  of  foreign  colonies  muft  enlarge 
the  above  natural  fource  of  revenue,  for  all  other  fources 
are  round  about ;  fo  the  population  of  foreign  colonies  is 
the  chief  end  of  colonization. 

From  this  analysis,  which  challenges  the  fevereft  teft, 
the  proposition  to  put  the  forts  and  territory  of  Britifh 
India  into  the  hands  of  the  fovereign,  naturally  follows. 
We  fliall  give  it  in  our  Author's  own  words : 

"  The  fettlements,  fays  he,  which  different  European 
"  nations  have  obtained  in  the  Eaft  Indies,  if  they  were 
"  taken  from  the  exclusive  Companies  to  which  they  at 
"  prefent  belong,  and  put  under  the  immediate  protection 
"  of  the  fovereign,  would  render  this  refidence"  (i.  e.  of 
the  voluntary  unconneEled  adventurers  before  mentioned )  "  both 
"  fafe  and  enfy,  at  leaft  to  the  merchants  of  the  particular 
"  nations  to  whom  thofe  fettlements  belong." 

But  ere  we  examine  this  bold  proportion,  our  Author's 
great  objections  againft  the  Dutch  and  Englifh  Eaft  India 
Companies  require  our  previous  attention.  "  Thefc,  fays 
"  our  Author,  though  poffeSTed  of  many  considerable  fet- 
"  dements,  both  upon  the  coaft  of  Africa  and  in  the  Eaft 
"  Indies,  have  not  yet  eftablifhed  in  either  of  thofe  coun-. 
"  tries  fuch  numerous  and  thriving  colonies  as  thofe  in  the 

"  iflands 
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«  iflands  and  continent  of  America,  (p.  247.)  ....  In 
"  the  ipice  iflands,  the  Dutch  burn  all  the  fpicery  which 
"  a  plentiful  feafon  produces,  beyond  what  they  expect  to 
"  difpofe    of  in   Europe  with  fuch  a  profit  as  they  think 

i(  fufrlcient Xhey  have  reduced  the   population  of 

"  feveral  of  the  Moluccas.  Under  the  government  cvai 
"  of  the  Portuguefe,  however,  thofe  iflands  are  faid  to 
"  have  been  tolerably  well  inhabited.  The  Englifh  Com- 
"  pany  have  not  yet  had  time  to  eftablifh  in  Bengal  fo 
**  perfectly  deftruclive  a  fyftem.  The  plan  of  their  go- 
"  vernment,  however,  has  had  exactly  the  fame  tenden- 
"  cy.  It  has  not  been  uncommon,  I  am  well  allured, 
"  for  the  chief  that  is  the  firfl  clerk  of  a  factory,  to  order 
"  a  peafant  to  plough  up  a  rich  field  of  poppies,  and  few 
"  it  with  rice  or  fome  other  grain.  The  pretence  was  to 
"  prevent  a  fcarcity  of  provifions  ;  but  the  real  reafon  to 
"  give  the  chief  an  opportunity  of  felling  at  a  better  price 
"  a  large  quantity  of  opium,  which  he  happened  then  to 
<(  have  upon  hand.  Upon  other  occafions  the  order  has 
"  been  reverfed,  and  a  rich  field  of  rice  or  other  grjiu 
"  has  been  ploughed  up,  in  order  to  make  room  for  a 
"  plantation  of  poppies."  p.  250.  And  thus,  as  our  Au- 
thor expr^fles  it,  p.  253,  Monopolies  « fiunt  the  natural 
"  growth  of  fome  parts,  at  leaft,  of  the  furplus  produce 
"  of  the  country,  to  what  is  barely  fufficient  for  an!" 
"  ing  the  demand  of  the  Comp,  . 

vol.    r.  P  Our 
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Our  Author's  abhorrence  of  commercial  purfuits,  ancf 
his  keen  predilection  for  land  rent  revenue,  are  ftrongly 
marked  in  the  following  fentence :  "  A  Company  of  mer- 
"  chants  are,  it  feems,  incapable  of  confidsring  them- 
"  felves  as  fovereigns,  even  after  they  have  become  fuch. 
"  Trade,  or  buying  in  order  to  fell  again,  they  ftill  con- 
"  fider  as  their  principal  bufinefs,  and  by  a  Jlrange  ab- 
<c  furdity,  regard  the  character  of  the  fovereign  as  but  an 
«  appendix  to  that  of  the  merchant,  as  fomething  which 
**  ought  to  be  made  fubfervient  to  it,  or  by  means  of 
**  which  they  may  be  enabled  to  buy  cheaper  in  India, 
"  and  thereby  to  fell  with  a  better  profit  in  Europe. 
"  They  endeavour  for  this  purpofe  to  keep  out,  as 
«  much  as  pollible,  all  competitors.  .  .  .  Their  mercantile 
*  habits  draw  them  in  this  manner,  almofb  necefTarily, 
«  though  perhaps  infenfibly,  to  prefer,  upon  all  ordinary 
iX  occafions,  the  little  and  tranfttory  profit  of  the  monopo- 
"  lift,  to  the  great  and  permanent  revenue  of  the  fove- 
«  reign."     p.  .252. 

Such  are  the  evils  which  attend  the  Dutch  and  Englifh: 
Eaft  India  Companies  :  The  advantages  which  would  fol- 
low, v/ere  fuch  monopolies  to  be  abolifhed,  and  the  fo- 
vereign to  be  fole  mailer  of  Indian  acquisition  are  thefe : 
ill  his  fubjects,  who  pleafed,  might  turn  their  ftock  to' 
the  commerce  of  India.  By  fuch  means,  the  population" 
of  the  colonics,  and,  of  conference,  the  regal  fhare  of 

r  revenue,  would  be  greatly  increafed. 

And 
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And  thus,  according  to  our  Author,  commerce  is  of 
very  inferior  confequence  ;  and  the  importation  of  the  So- 
vereigns revenue  the  very  fummum  bonum  of  the  political 
wifdom  of  colonization.  But  thefe  very  fufpicious  data 
demand  a  much  deeoer  inveftisfation  than  our  Author  has 

x  O 

beftowed  upon  them.  In  many  places  he  exprefies  the 
moft  cordial  affection  for  the  kingly  power.  Becaufe  it  is 
the  fovereign's  intereft  that  his  colonies  fhould  profper, 
he  fuppofes,  therefore,  that  colonies,  if  under  his  imme- 
diate protection,  will  and  muft  *  flourifh.  And  becaufe 
a  monarch,  at  the  head  of  a  ftanding  army,  may  defpife 
the  rudeft  and  moft  licentious  libellers,  he  concludes/ 
p.  311.  that  a  ftanding  army  is  propitious,  f  to  the  caufe 
of  Liberty.  That  perfection  of  wifdom,  magnanimity, 
and  attention,  which  is  moft  effentially  implied  in  thefe 
fuppolitions,  is  not,  however,  to  be  found  in  a  Succes- 
sion of  monarchs.  No,  not  in  an  individual  fovereign, 
if  we  may  believe  an  affertion  which  has  efcaped  from  our 
Author,  p.  441.  "  The  fervants,  fays  he,  of  the  moft 
"  carelefs  private  perfon,  are,  perhaps,  more  under  the 
"  eye  of  their  mailer,  than  thole  of  the  moft  careful 
"  prince." 

P  2  .  When 

*  This  argument,  absolutely  eSTential  to  his  SyStem,  is  Supported  by  ouc 
Author,  Vol.  ii.  p.  251,  &c.  &c.  &c. 

f  What  a  pity  it  is,  that  France  and  Spain  have  never  found  out  this  Se- 
cret !   What  arbitrary  i-npriSbnments  might  be  avoided,  and  what  expence 
of  legions  of  fpies  might  be  Saved,  could  they  perceive  cur  Author's  advaa- 
-  i  a  Standing  army. 
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When  the  Portuguefe  Indian  commerce  was  farmed, 
by  a  Company  of  merchants,  in  1587,  about  87  years 
after  its  commencement,  the  Regal  monopoly  was  altered, 
not  aboliihed  ;  for  this  commerce  was  continued,  accord- 
ing to  every  idea  ever  known  in  the  Spanifh  or  Portuguefe 
colonies.  It  was  carried  on  in  a  limited  number  of  Re- 
gifter  fliips  ;  and  the  fovereign  authority  of  the  Indian 
viceroys  was  ftill  predominant.  Our  Author  confefTes, 
p.  171.  that  the  commerce  of  regiller  fhips  is  "  very 
t(  nearly  upon  the  fame  principles  as  that  of  an  exchtfive  com- 
"  pany."  And  certainly,  with  refpect  to  his  fyf.em,  they 
are  exr.illy  the  fame.  In  defcribing  the  management  of 
trade,  where  it  is  the  fole  property  of  the  fovereign,  our 
Author  has  given,  though  very  undefignedly,  a  very  accu- 
rate iketch  of  the  regal  monopoly  of  Portugal.  Talking 
of  the  mercantile  purfuits  of  princes  ;  "  They  have  fcarce 
*'  ever  fucceeded,  (fays  he,  p.  414.)  The  profulion 
(t  with  which  the  affairs  of  princes  are  always  managed, 
<c  renders  it  almoft  impoffible  that  they  fhould..  The 
"  agents  of  a  prince  regard  the  wealth  of  their  mafter  as 
"  inexhauftible ;  are  carelefs  at  what  price  they  buy ;  are 
"  carelefs  at  what  price  they  fell ;  are  carelefs  at  what  ex~ 
"  pence  they  tranfport  his  goods  from  one  place  to  ano- 
"  ther.  Thofe  agents  frequently  live  with  the  profulion 
"  of  princes,  and  fometimes  too,  in  fpite  of  that  profusion, 
"  and  by  a  proper  method  of  making  up  their  accounts, 
"  acquire  the  fortunes  of  princes.  It  is  thus,  we  are  told 
"  by  Machiavel,  that  the  agents  of  Lorenzo  of  Medici:;, 

«  not 
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(t  not  a  prince  of  mean  abilities,  carried  on  bis  trade." 
And  tbus,  alfo,  the  corrupted  viceroys  of  India  conducted 
the  trade  of  the  kings  of  Portugal. 

But  it  may  be  faid,  the  confequences  of  the  above  are 
inapplicable,  for  a  regal  monopoly  of  revenue,  and  not  of 
trade,  is  our  Author's  fyftem.  His  fyftem  is  held  forth  as 
fuch  indeed,  yet  we  apprehend  its  confequences  would  be 
the  fame.  A  hofcile  country,  of  vaft  extent,  bridled  and 
awed,  and  the  revenue  of  an  immenfe  territory,  governed 
by  the  troops  and  officers  of  a  diftant  fovereign,  is  fome- 
thing  exceedingly  like  the  Portuguefe  plan.  The  confe- 
quences of  the  Portuguefe  fyftem,  therefore,  require  our 
ftricteft  attention. 

The  Portuguefe  viceroys,  it  may  be  faid,  were  arbitrary, 
and  governed  by  no  code  of  known  laws  :  and  the  officers 
of  a  Britifh  fovereign  will  not  be  armed  with  fuch  power. 
Yet  our  Author  is  of  opinion  that  the  fervants  of  the  In- 
dia Company  afjitme  fuch  power,  and  that  it  is  completely 
foo/i/h  to  expect  they  would  not.  Monopoly,  he  fays,  is 
the  intereft  of  a  Company  and  its  fervants.  A  free  trade, 
and  revenue  is  the  intereft  of  a  fovereign.  But  does  it  fol- 
low, as  our  Author's  argument  implies,  that  fuch  is  the 
intereft  of  his  fervants  alfo  ?  By  no  means.  We  may  well 
enquire,  what  is  that  wonderful  virtue,  effential  to  our 
Author's  argument,  which  is  conferred  by  the  royal  com- 

miffion  j 
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million  ;  the  virtue,  which  would  correct  all  the  felfifh 
paffions  which  influence  the  clerks  of  a  counting-houfe, 
and  would  fave  the  poppies  and  the  rice  of  Bengal  from 
an  untimely  plough  ?  If  the  territory  of  Britifh  India  is 
to  be  the  king's,  he  rauft  have  men  in  office  to  manage  it 
under  him,  and  thefe  will  have  their  private  interefts  to 
ferve,  as  well  as  the  officers  of  a  Company.  Whence, 
then,  are  we  to  expect  their  fuperior  virtue  ?  Not,  furely, 
from  their  greater  opportunities  of  extortion,  and  of  evad- 
ing enquiry — But  we  fhall  here  adopt  a  fentence  from  our 
Author,  (vol.  ii.  p.  253.)  only  fubftituting  the  word  King, 
where  he  writes  Counting  Hottfe  :  "  Nothing  can  be  more 
"  completely  fcoli/b  than  to  expect  that  the  clerks  of  a  great 
"  King,  at  ten  thoufand  miles  diflance,  and  confequently 
"  almojl  quite  out  of  fight  >  fhould,  upon  a  fimple  order 
ct  from  their  matter,  give  up,  at  once,  doing  any  fort  of 
<c  bufinefs  upon  their  own  account  abandon  for  ever  all 
<c  hopes  of  making  a  fortune,  of  which  they,  have  the 
"  means  in  their  hands,  and  content  themfelves  with  the 
"  moderate  falaries  which  their  mafter  allows  them." — 
Our  Author  purfues  his  argument,  how  the  fervants  of  a 
Company  eftablifh  monopolies  of  their  own  ;  and  fuch,  at- 
tended with  every  circumftance  of  unreftrained  enormity, 
was  the  conduct  of  the  crown  officers  of  Portuguefe  Afia. 

The  fuperior  opportunities  of  extortion  and  rapine  enjoy- 
ed  by  the  military  governors  of  a  very  diftant   and  rich 

country, 
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country,  are  felf-evident.  The  clerks  of  a  crown  office 
have  infinitely  better  opportunities  of  evading  detection, 
and  of  amaffing  perquifites,  than  thofe  of  a  company. 
Our  Author  has  already  been  cited  to  explain  how  the 
fervants  of  a  prince  abufe  their  truft.  "  It  is  perfectly  in- 
"  different,"  fays  he,  vol.  ii.  p.  255.  "  to  the  fervants  of 
*(  the  India  Company,"  when  they  have  carried  their 
"  whole  fortune  with  them,  if,  the  day  after  they  left  it, 
"  the  whole  country  was  fwallowed  up  by  an  earthquake." 
And,  in  the  name  of  God,  will  not  fuch  difafter  be  equally 
indifferent  to  a  royal  general,  or  a  royal  cuftomho.ufe  offi- 
cer, whenever  he  finds  it  convenient  to  retire  from  India  ? 

But  this  is  not  applicable,  it  may  be  faid,  to  our  Au- 
thor's fyftem,  which  is  to  plant  colonies,  like  thofe  of 
America,  in  India,  on  purpofe  to  draw  a  revenue  from 
them  j  and  the  profperity  of  the  country  will  then  be  the 
intereft  of  the  royal  officers.  But  a  hard  queftion  here 
obtrudes  itfelf ;  Will  it  be  the  defire  of  fixed  Refidenis  to  ex- 
port a  revenue,  or  to  be  careful  of  it  ?  Though  many  of  the 
Portuguefe  were  natives  of  the  Eaft,  war  was  their  harveft ; 
and,  like  the  favages  of  Louiliana,  who  cut  down  the  tree 
when  they  defire  the  fruit,  their  rapacity  deftroyed  the 
roots  and  fources  of  revenue.  The  nature  of  their  fituation, 
explained  by  our  Author  in  the  cafe  of  Lorenzo  of  Medi- 
cis,  vindicates  this  aflertion,  and  every  period  of  Portu- 
guefe Afia  enforces  its  truth.     Though  all  the  artillery  of 

irp,mncnts, 
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arguments,  drawn  from  the  abufes  committed  by  the  fer- 
vants  of  a  company,  may  thus,  with  accumulated  force, 
be  turned  againft  the  fervants  of  a  prince ;  arguments  of 
deeper  import  (till  remain. 

Whenever  a  fociety  emerges  from  what  is  called  thejbep- 
herdjiatei  luxuries  become  its  infeparable  attendants.  And 
imported  luxuries,  however  neglected  and  undervalued  in 
our  Author's  eflimate,  offer  not  only  a  plentiful,  but  the 
iafeft  mode  of  taxing  the  wages  of  labour,  the  profits  of 
ftock,  and  the  rent  of  land.  The  induftry  of  the  manu- 
facturer and  hufbandman  can  never  thus  be  impeded  or  in- 
jured, which  they  mod  certainly  arc,  for  a  time,  by  every 
new  tax  upon  labour  and  land.  The  luxuries  imported  by 
the  Eaft  India  Company  have  afforded  a  revenue  *  which 
has  been  equal  to  the  land-tax  of  England.  The  queftion 
then  is,  whether  would  this  valuable  revenue  be  diminifhed 
or  increafed,  were  every  port  open,  and  every  adventurer 
free  to  fit  out  what  fhips  he  pleafed,  to  traffic  with  India  ? 

But  were  this  allowed,  what  an  army  of  cuftomhoufe 
officers,  muff  there  be  in  waiting  at  every  port  of  the 
kingdom  ?  for  who  knows  what  port  a  veffel  from  India, 
once  in  feven  years,  may  chufe  to  enter  ?    What  a  door 

for 

•  The  revenue  paid  by  the  goods  of  the  company,  and  the  .revenues  of 
their  fervants,  together  with  the  former  annual  donation,  have  been  abore 
t  wo  millions  yearly.     The  land  tax  falls  fhort  of  two  millions. 


PORTUGUESE     ASIA.  cclxix 

for  fmuggling  the  luxuries  of  India  would  this  open  !   And 
we  need  not  add,  what  a  diminution  of  revenue  ! 

Befides  the  great  revenue  which  it  pays,  the  Eaft  India 
Company  forms  one  of  the  mod  adtive  finews  of  the  ftate. 
Public  Funds  are  peculiar  to  England.  The  credit  and 
intereft  of  the  nation  depend  upon  their  fupport* ;  and  the 
Eaft  India  Company  is  not  the  leaft  of  thefe.  It  has  often 
fupported  Government  with  immenfe  loans,  and  its  conti- 
nuance includes  the  promife  of  future  fupport  on  the  like 
emergencies. 

And  muft  this  ftupendous  and  important  fabric  be  demo- 
lifhed,   to  make  way  for  an  i  untried  Theory  ? 


For 


•  '■  The  credit  and  the  intereft  of  the  nation  depend  on  the  fupport 
of  the  public  funds — While  the  annuities,  and  intereft  for  money  advanced, 
is  there  regularly  paid,  and  the  principal  infured  by  both  prince  and  people, 
(a  fecurity  not  to  be  had  in  other  nations)  foreigners  will  lend  us  their  pro- 
perty, and  ail  Europe  be  interefted  in  our  welfare  ;  the  paper  of  the  com- 
panies will  be  converted  into  money  and  merchandize,  and  Great  L. 
can  never  want  calh  to  carry  herfchemes  into  execution.  In  other  nations, 
crctUt  is  founded  on  the  word  of  the  prince,  if  a  monarchy  ;  or  on  that  of 
the  people,  if  a  republic;  but  here  it  is  eftablilhed  on  the  intereftsof  both 
prir.ee  and  people,  which  is  the  ftrongeft  fecurity "  Guthrie. 

i  "  In  the  progrefs  of  fociety,  additional  props  and  balances  w: 
become  neceflary.     That  of  pulling  down  a  whole  edifice,    to  eiect  a  new 
building,  generally  ends  in  the  deftruclion  of  the  community,  and  always 
leads  to  convulfions  which  no  one  could  forefce."  Sec  Governor  Johmionc's 
l    on  t  tr  acqutJHioiu  ::i  toe  E'Jl Indies. 
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For  a  free  trade,  which,  while  it  encreafed  our  import? 
cd  luxuries,  would  greatly  diminifh  the  revenue  which 
arifes  from  them  : 

For  a  trade  which  would  injure  our  own  f  manufactures, 
were  the  prefent  reftrictions  abolimed  : 

For  a  trade  which  could  not  be  eftablifhed  in  India  for 
many  years,  and  which,  perhaps,  is  in  its  nature  imprac- 
ticable : 

"  For  a  tranfition,  which,  though  poffible,  muft  be 
**  attended  with  innumerable  difficulties,  confidering  what 
U  convulfions,  even  the  fmalleft  ftroke  of  legifiative  au- 
"  thority  upon  private  property  generally  produces,  not- 
"  withftanding  all  the  precautions  which  may  be  f  ufed  :" 

For  a  fyftem,  which  muft  render  the  fovereign  the  mi= 
litary  Defpot  ofanimmenie  and  rich  §  territory,  and  make 

him 


f  Silks,  muflins,  ciiiiicoes,  embroidery,  cottons,  toys,  and  many  of  the 
Indian  manufactures,  would  greatly  injure  thofe  of  this  country,  were  a 
free  importation  allowed.  The  woven  manufactures  of  India,  imported  by 
the  Company,  are  refh  idled  to  foreign  markets. 

$  This  ftntence  in  inveited  commas  is  from  a  pamphlet,  entitled. 
Thoughts  on  our  acquisitions  in  the  Eajl  Indies— written  by  Governor  John- 
ftone. 

§  "  The  immenfe  power  which  would  be  added  to  the  crown,  by  our 
dominions  in  the  Eaft  falling  immediately  under  its  management,  muft  be 
«i  feiious  confederation,  with  every  one  who  believes  the  preponderating 

weight 


PORTUGUESE    ASIA,  cclxxi 

him  the  fole  mafter  of  an  unconftitutional  revenue.  A 
revenue,  which,  in  the  hands  of  a  corrupt  miniftry,  would 
eafily  defeat  the  nobleft  check  againft  arbitrary  power  pro- 
vided by  the  Britifh  Conftitution,  the  right  of  taxation  in 
the  Houfe  of  Commons. 

America,  pafilvely  fubmiffive  at  the  feet  of  a  junto  in 
power,  could  not,  for  feveral  centuries,  afford  the  means 
of  corruption,  which  India,  already  deeply  enilaved,  would 
freely  yield,  for  at  leaft  a  few  years. 

In  every  probability,  for  only  a  few  years — however 
highly  our  Author  may  think  of  the  great  and  permanent 
revenue  of  the  fovereign  ;  and  however  he  may  defpife  the 
tittle  and  tranfitory  profit  of  the  merchant,  we  will  venture 
to  fupport  the  very  oppofite  opinions. 

Our  Author  laments,  that  merchants  will  never  confider 
themfelves  as  fovereigns,  when  they  have  really  become 
fuch.     Commerce  was  defpifed,    aud  fovereignty  was  the 

ambition 

weight  which  that  part  of  the  conftitution  already  poflefles ;  and  who 
withes,  at  the  fame  time,  to  preferve  the  juft  balance.  Every  intelligent 
mind  muft  forefee  the  immenfe  additional  influence  that  would  accrue,  by 
the  command  of  fuch  a  number  of  troops,  the  adminiftration  of  fuch  ex- 
ten  five  revenues,  and  the  difpofal  of  fo  many  offices.  The  Author  of  thefe 
reflexions  is  perfuaded,  we  might  expeclthe  fame  effects  that  followed  the 
annexation  of  the  rich  orders  of  St.  Iago,  Calatrava,  and  Alcantara,  to  the 
crown  of  Spain  ;  which,  a  celebrated  Spanifh  hiftorian  fays,  contributed 
more  towards  enflaving  that  country,  than  all  the  other  in fidious  arts  and 
expedients  of  Ferdinand  and  Ifabella."     Gov.  John/lone' s  Thoughts   Is'e. 
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ambition  of  the  Portuguefe.  Immenfe  extenflon  of  domk 
nion,  greatly  fuperior  to  the  fettlements  of  both  the  Dutch 
and  Englifh,  became  therefore  their  object  :  and  uncom- 
mercial, often  unjuft  wars,  naturally  followed  this  fearch 
for  revenue.  And  this  fyftem  as  naturally  produced  the 
deepeft  ruin.  Wars  after  wars  will  ever  be  produced  by  a 
fovereignty  alTumed  in  a  diftant  region.  The  Spanifh  me- 
thod of  extirpation  is  the  only  preventive.  Some  territory 
is  neceflary  to  fettlements  in  India.  But  fuch  extenflon  as 
would  deprefs  the  grand  fyftem  of  the  Indian  commerce, 
mult,  like  the  Portuguefe  fovereignty,  end  in  ruin.  The 
plan  of  fovereignty  directly  leads  to  war  with  the  jealous 
natives  of  India.  Such  revenue,  therefore,  cannot  be 
permanent ,  and  mo  ft  probably  will  not  be  great  for  a  length 
of  years.  Our  Author  upbraids  the  India  Company,  be- 
caufe  their  colonies  in  India  are  not  fo  populous  and  thriv- 
ing as  thofe  in  America.  But  were  the  Indian  colonies  as 
fafe  from  the  natives,  as  his  fcheme  of  unconnected  fet- 
tlcrs  requires;  as  populous,  and  their  revenue  as  great,  as 
his  idea  of  perfection  may  poflibly  include,  how  long  would 
he  insure  the  permanency  of  their  revenue  againft  the  in- 
terruption of  a  Revolt  or  Rebellion,  or  fuch  colonies  them- 
felves  from  a  fudden  and  final  difmsmberment  ? — Alas  !  at 
this  prefent  hour  we  feel  a  mod  melancholy  proof  of  the 
difficulties  and  difappointments  of  raifing  a  revenue  in  a 
diftant   country.      May  God  never  curfe  Great  Britain, 

by 
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by  fixing  her  views  and  hopes  on  fuch  diftant,  fuch  little 
and  tranfitory  fapport ! 

If  properly  watched  and  defended,  if  not  facrificed  to 
the  dreams  and  dotage  of  Theory,  the  Grand  Machine  of 
her  Commerce  will  ever  render  Great  Britain  both  profpe- 
rous  and  formidable.  In  this  grand  machine  the  Eaft  India 
Company  forms  a  principal  wheel.  The  concentered  fup- 
port  which  it  gives  to  the  public  credit ;  the  van.  and 
most  rational  home  tax  which  its  imported  luxuries 
afford,  a  tax  which  forms  a  conjlitutlonal  fource  of  revenue, 
ever  in  our  own  hands,  never  to  be  affected  by  the  politics 
of  diftant  colonies  ;  the  population  which  it  gives  to  the  mo- 
ther country,  by  the  domeftic  induftry  employed  upon  the 
ffaple  f  commodities  which  it  exports  ;  and  the  effential 
balance  of  Trade  given  and  fecured  by  the  exportation  of 

its 

f  The  firft  fource  of  the  Wealth  of  Nations,  however  neglected  in  our 
Author's  eitimate,  moft  certainly  confifts  in  its  Maples  ;  and  the  plenty  of 
thefe,  and  the  degrees  of  their  importance,  in  adminiltering  to  the  wants  and 
defiles  of  mankind,  fix  the  n.itural difference  between  the  riches  of  countries. 
And  to  this  fource,  the  labour  neceflary  to  fit  thefe  flaples  to  their  refpective 
ufes,  is  dependent  and  fecondary,  if  the  fruit  may  be  called  dependent 
on,  and  fecondary  to  the  root  of  the  tree.  It  is  therefore  the  great  duty  of 
the  ftatefman  to  protect,  direct,  and  cherifh  the  manufacture  of  ftaples; 
and  by  making  colonies  contribute  to  this  purpofe,  he  produces  the  natural, 
advantageous,  and  permanent  u'e  of  foreign  acquifition.  This,  however, 
is  fo  far  from  being  a  part  of  our  Author's  fyftem,  that  he  even  reprobates 
the  idea,  that  the  Legiflature  fhould  give  any  protection  or  direction  to  any 
branch  of  manufacture.  He  calls  it  a  power  with  which  no  miniftcr  can 
fafcly  be  tniJUd.  Vol.  ii.  p.  36.  "  It  is,"  he  fays,"  in  fome  meafure  to  direct 
people  in  what  manner  they  ought  to  employ  their  capitals,"  of  which,  lie 
tells  us,  p.  35.  they  are  much  better  judges  than  any  (latefman  or  la 
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its    imports,    are  the  great  and  permanent  confequences 
of  the  commercial  fyftem,  confequences  which  can  never 

arifc 


Nay,  he  even  aflerts,  p.  37,  &c.  that  were  any  branch  of  manufacture,  for 
he  excepts  none,  to  fall  into  utter  decay,  by  the  freedom  of  foreign  impor- 
tation, the  country  would  lofe  nothing  by  it.  The  manufacturers,  he  owns, 
might  fu(tain  the  lofs  of  their  tools  and  f  workfhops,  but  they  would  imme- 
diately turn  their  capitals  and  induftry  into  other  channels,  which  would  be 
of  equal  advantage  to  their  country .  Nay,  farther,  government  bounty  to 
the  introduction  of  a  new  manufacture  is  hurtful ;  for  that  will  diminifh  the 
revenue,  and,  of  confequ'ence,  the  national  capital,  p.  38. 

Thus  fays  Theory.  But  let  it  be  aflced,  if  branches  of  our  manufacture 
muft  thus,  for  the  good  of  the  nation,  be  fuffered  to  fall  into  decay,  what 
mud  become  of  the  ftaples,  for  our  Author  excepts  no  materials,  upon 
which  the  abandoned  manufacture  was  employed  ?  Their  former  value  muft 
be  greatly  diminifhed,  if  fold  unworked  to  foreigners;  and  if  unfold,  anni- 
hilated. And  thus  the  national  capital  will  be  mod  effectually  injured. 
Our  Author  talks  very  confidently  of  the  eafe  with  which  individuals  will 
find  a  proper  field  for  their  induftry  ;  but,  furely,  where  a  number  of  the 
ftaples  are  thus  reduced,  the  field  for  domejlic  induftry  muft  be  proportionally 
narrowed  ;  for  it  is  bard  to  make  bricks  without  ffraw.  "  Every  individual, 
"  fays  our  Author,  p.  32.  is  continually  exerting  himfelf  to  find  out  the 
"  moft  advantageous  employment  for  whatever  capital  he  can  command." 

f  Some  people  are  apt  to  apprehend  the  greateft  inconveniency,  from 
fetting  a  number  of  artificers  adiift  in  fearch  of  new  employment.  But  this 
is  nothing,  according  to  our  Author,  who  tells  us,  that  ioo,oco  foldiers  and 
■feamen,  difcharged  at  the  peace,  immediately  found  employment.  Very 
tiue,  for  the  labourer  took  to  his  fpade,  the  taylor  to  his  needle,  the  fhoe- 
maker  to  his  awl,  and  the  feaman  to  the  merchant  fervice.  But  were  only 
10,000  weavers  thrown  out  of  employ,  the  cafe  would  be  widely  altered. 
But  the  certainty  of  finding  an  unknown  employment,  fully  as  advantageous 
as  the  branch  perfeSlly  known,  forms  a  part  of  our  Author's  fyftem.  It  was  a 
/illy  notion,  he  tells  us,  vol.  ii.  p.  136.  to  defend  Portugal,  laft  war,  for  the 
lake  of  its  trade.  Had  that  trade  been  loft,  fays  he,  it  would  only  have 
thrown  the  Portuguefe  merchants  out  of  bufinefs  for  a  year  or  two,  till  they 
found  out  as  good  a  method  of  employing  their  capitals.  Some  politicians 
have  thought,  the  more  channels  of  commerce,  the  more  fuccefs ;  but  our 
Author  does  not  care  how  many  were  fhut  up;  for  this  good  reafon,  new 
ones  are/urn  to  be  found.  But  this  is  like  knocking  a  man  down,  becaufe  he 
is  furs  to  get  up  again- 

But 
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ni'ife  from  the  importation  of  the  greateft  revenue.     And 
ioon  would  all  thefe  advantages   be  loft,  were  the  India 

Company 

But  this  pofition,  abfolutely  necefTary  to  our  Author's  fyftem,  we  flatly  de- 
ny. There  is  not  only  a  torpor  on  the  general  mind  of  fuch  districts  as  are 
ignorant  of  commerce,  which  requires  to  be  roufed  into  action  by  thofe  of 
fuperior  intelligence  ;  but  there  is  alfo  a  ftubborn  attachment  in  fuch  minds 
to  their  ancient  ufages,  which  half  a  century  carl  hardly  remove.  Our  Au- 
thor might  have  feen  both  this  ftupor  and  obltinacy  ftrongly  exemplified  in 
the  vaft  difficulty  of  introducing  modern  agriculture  into  a  certain  country. 
But,  "  No  regulation  of  commerce,  fays  he,  p.  ib.  can  increafe  the  quanti- 
"  ty  of  induftry  in  any  fociety  beyond  what  its  capital  can  maintain."  It 
is  our  Author's  great  leading  principle,  that  no  nation  ought  to  attempt 
any  branch  either  of  manufacture  or  commerce,  till  its  capital  be  ripe  for 
fuch  bianch  ;  and  till  fuch  time,  it  is  their  intereft,  he  fays,  to  buy  the  ar- 
ticles of  fuch  branches  from  their  neighbours.  But  here  let  it  be  afked,  how 
is  the  capital  to  be  increafed  in  this  ftate  of  torpor  ?  Elizabeth,  and  fome 
of  her  predeceflbrs,  imagined  that  bounties  and  regulations  of  commerce 
would  roufe  to  action,  and  thence  to  the  increafe  of  capital.  At  great  ex- 
pence  they  introduced  the  manufactures  of  the  continent  into  their  own  do- 
minions. And  hence  England  became  what  (he  now  is.  But  a  view  of  the 
irate  of  our  Author's  native  country  will  bring  his  theory  to  the  fulled  and 
faireft  trial.  According  to  his  fyftem,  Scotland  ought  to  be  the  moll  flou- 
rifhing  commercial  country  in  Europe  ;  for  certain  it  is,  and  he  himfelf  of- 
ten tells  it,  that  the  trade  of  North  Britain  is  under  much  fewer  regulations 
and  reftrictions  than  that  of  England,  Holland,  or  any  of  her  commercial 
neighbours.  There  was  a  time,  indeed,  before  and  in  the  fifteenth  century, 
when  her  Jamefes  aflumed  the  unfafe  trujl  of  directing  the  channels  of  in- 
duftry; when  they  penlioned  foreign  artificers  to  fettle  in  their  kingdom, 
and  made  regulations  of  commerce.  The  confequence  was,  the  Scots  were 
the  mafters  of  their  own  fifheries,  and  the  fhipping  of  Scotland  were  then 
greatly  fuperior  to  their  prcftnt  number.  Soon  alter,  however,  our  Au- 
thor's plan,  that  Government  fhould  leave  every  fubje.fi  to  the  couife  of  his 
own  induftry,  took  place,  in  the  fulled:  latitude.  And  the  confequence  of 
nment  ceafiug  to  watch  over  and  direct  the  channels  of  commerce,  as 
fully  appeared.  The  Scottish  navy  fell  into  deep  decline  ;  and  their  rifliery, 
perhaps  the  moft  valuable   in  the  §  world,  was  feized  by  thofe  moi.ofxilij.s 

the 

§  Of  fuch  value  is  this  fifhery,  that  the  arrival  of  the  firft  fleet  of  bufTes  is 
celebrated  in  Holland  with  puiilic  njoicin^s,  fimilar  to  thofe  ol  the  Egypri-< 
ans  on  the  ovti.' 
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Company  to  relinquifh  the  mercantile  character,  and,  ac- 
cording to  our  Author's  *  planr  afliime  Ifiat  of  the  fovc- 
reign.  Nor  can  we  take  leave  of  our  Author,  without  re- 
marking, that  he  has  been  rather  unhappy  in  fixing  upon 
the  Portuguefe  as  his  favourites.  His  three  great  reafons 
for  this  predilection  are  J  obvious  j  and  that  thefe  reafons 
were  extremely  rafh  and  ill-founded,  is  alfo  equally  evi- 
dent. His  reafons  are — The  Portuguefe  had  no  Exclufive 
African  or  Indian  Companies — A  moft  unlucky  miftake  ! 
And  » 

The 


the  Dutch,  who  now  enjoy  it.  A  moft  excellent  proof  how  the  unencouragei 
and  undireElcd  Scots  turned  their  capitals  and  indufh  y  to  the  beft  advantage ! 
Neglected  by  government,  the  Scottiih  commerce  long  and  deeply  languifh- 
ed,  till  Mr.  Pelham,  of  late,  endeavoured  to  roufe  it  into  a£tion.  But  the 
people  (till  follow  our  Author's  precept,  of  buying,  from  their  neighbours, 
the  greatcft  part  of  the  manufactures  they  ufe.  And  the  confequence  of 
all  is,  many  thonfands  of  the  Scots  find  a  field  for  their  ingenuity  and  in- 
duftry  in  every  commercial  country  of  the  world,  except  in  their  oivn. 

*  Yet,  ftrange  as  it  may  feem,  our  Author,  vol.  ii.  p.  415.  condemns  the 
Eaft  India  Company  for  adopting  the  ideas  of  fovereigns.  It  has  made  them 
bad  traders,  he  there  fays,  and,  he  adds,  has  almoft  brought  them  to  bank- 
ruptcy. 

I  According  to  our  Author,  vol.  ii.  p.  348.  it  is  owing  to  the  genius  of  ex- 
clufive cempanies  that  the  colonies  of  other  nations  in  India  have  beei 
populous  than  thofe  of  Portugal.  He  ivho  reads  this  ivork,  however,  will 
find  another  caufe  for  the  Portuguefe  population  ;  and  never  were  any  colo- 
nics fo  vexed  with  monopolies  within  monopolies,  as  thofe  of  Portuguefe 
Afia.  Our  Author,  witli  the  fame  knowledge  of  his  fiibjccr,  always  repre- 
fents  the  Portuguefe  colonies  as  of  more  advantage  to  the  mother  country 
than  thofe  of  England  in  America.  The  latter,  he  fays,  "  have  been  a  fource 
"  of  expenceand  not  of  revenue.  But  the  Portuguefe  colonies  have  contri- 
"  buted  revenue  towards  the  defence  of  the  mother  country,  or  the  fupport 
*'  of  her  civil  government."— —Vol.  ii.  p.  194. 
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The  population  and  revenue  of  the  Portuguefe  colonies 
are  exactly  in  the  fpirit  of  his  fyftem. 

But  the  kingdom  of  Portugal  fuffered  the  fevereft  evils 
from  its  vain  fovereignty  of  India  ;  and  the  Exclufive  Com- 
panies of  England  and  Holland,  however  reprobated  by 
our  Author,  have  long  been,  and  (till  are,  by  their  vaft 
commerce^  of  the  moft  efTential  advantage  to  their  mother 
countries. 

Having  thus  followed  our  Author's  argument  for  lay- 
ing open  the  India  trade,  through  every  gradation  of  his 
reafoning,  a  retrofpect  may  not  now  perhaps  be  improper. 
He  founds  his  argument  on  the  abfolute  pernicioufnefs 
of  all  monopolies,  in  every  circumftance:  The  fafety  of 
laying  open  the  Eaft  India  trade,  he  aflerts,  is  fujjiciently 
demonjlrated  by  the  experience  of  the  Portuguefe.  Were 
the  exclufive  India  companies  abolifhed,  European  mer- 
chants, he  fays,  would  voluntarily  fettle  in  India,  by 
whom  every  office  of  factorship  would  be  difcharged. 
And  where  forts  are  neceffary,  thefe  and  the  fettlements, 
he  aiTerts,  would  be  moft  advantageous  and  profperous 
under  the.  immediate  protection  of  the  fovereign.  In  fup- 
port  of  this  laft  argument,  he  appeals  to  the  abufes  com- 
mitted by  the  fervants  of  a  Company.  And  the  advanta- 
ges which  he  deduces  from  his  fyftem,  are,  a  free  trade 
with  India,  in  which  every  fubject  may  employ  his  capital, 
and  the  importation  of  a  royal  revenue  •■,  which  laft  cir- 
vol.  I.  Q^  cumftance 
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cumftance  he  eftimates  as  of  Infinitely  more  real  impor- 
tance than  all  the  benefits  reiulting  from  commerce.  But 
ve  have  proved,  by  hiftorical  evidence,  that  monopolies 
and  exclusive  airociations  were  abfolutely  neceffary  in  the 
infancy  of  trade,  and  that  their  effects  were  rapid,  exten- 
five,  and  highly  profperous.  We  have  likewife  brought 
demonftration,  both  from  the  hiftory  and  the  archives  of 
Portugal,  confirmed  by  every  principle  of  Spanifh  or  Por- 
tuguefe  commerce,  that  his  appeal  to  the  experience  of 
the  Portuguefe  is  founded  upon  a  moft  egregious  and  ca- 
pital error.  Every  page  of  the  hiftory  of  Portuguefe 
Afia,  and  the  prefent  ftate  of  India,  demonftrate  the 
impoffibility  of  the  fcheme  of  unconnected  and  unprotect- 
ed fectlers.  And  from  the  example  of  the  Portuguefe, 
confirmed  by  every  experience,  certain  it  is,  that  every 
argument  ag-tinft  the  fervants  of  a  Company,  may  be 
turned,  with  redoubled  force,  againft  the  officers  of  a 
Crown.  And  were  even  this  fyftem,  whofe  bafis  is  over- 
turned by  hiftorical  facts,  were  it  even  founded  on  truth, 
the  confequences  which  he  deduces  from  it  are  neither 
certain  nor  advantageous.  By  an  appeal  to  undeniable 
principles,  we  have  held  up  to  view  the  unavoidable  dif- 
advantages  *  of  laying  open  the  Indian  commerce ;  and 
from  other  principles,  equally  fixed  and  evident,  it  amounts 

to 


*  That  the  India  trade  could  not  be  carried  on,  with  advantage  to  the 
nation,  otherwifc  than  by  a  Company,  is  clearly  proved  by  Sir  Jofiah  Child, 
whoic  arguments  have  had  their  due  weight  with  former  Parliaments. 
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to  demonftration,  that  a  defpotic  revenue,  raifed  in  a  dis- 
tant country,  muft  ever  be  productive  of  war,  tranfitory, 
unconftitutional,  and  dangerous.  On  the  contrary,  we 
have  evinced,  that  the  benefits  arifing  from  the  commerce 
of  India,  on  the  great  principles  of  its  prefent  eftablifh- 
ment,  are  important,  domeftic,  and  permanent.  In  an 
aufpicious  trade,  therefore,  we  muft  fubmit  to  that  necef- 
fity  of  circumftances  which  we  cannot  alter ;  we  aauft  not 
fhut  our  eyes  againft  the  broad  glare  of  the  light  of  facts, 
and  amputate  the  limbs,  and  diflocate  the  joints  of  com- 
merce, in  order  to  fhorten  or  to  lengthen  it  to  the  ftand- 
ard  of  Theory,  as  Procruftes  is  fabled  to  have  fitted  his 
unhappy  captives  to  the  ftandard  of  his  iron  bed. 

Every  inftitution  relative  to  Man,  is  not  only  liable  to 
corruption,  but,  fuch  is  the  imperfection  of  human  na- 
ture, is  fure  to  be  corrupted.  Both  the  fervants  of  a  Com- 
pany, and  the  officers  of  a  king,  are  liable  to  the  influence 
of  felf-intereft.  But  the  monarch's  ear  is  hard  of  accefs, 
and  often  guarded ;  and  the  regulations  of  a  regal  mono- 
poly, or  defpotic  revenue,  are  variable  at  his  will.  Ap- 
peal here  muft  be  hopelefs.  But,  under  a  Company,  go- 
verned by  fixed  inftitutions,  there  exifts  not  only  a  legal 
claim  of  redrefs,  but  a  legal  right  of  oppofition.  If  errors 
and  corruption,  therefore,  be  natural  to  every  fyftem  of 
human  government,  let  the  fyftem  moft  open  to  infpecti- 
on  and  correction,  be  preferved,    and  let  its  errors  and 

Q^2  corruptions 
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corruptions  be  corrected.  And  happily  the  Britifh  Parlia- 
ment is  pofTefTed  of  the  power  of  fuch  inflection  and  cor- 
rection i  and  happily  alfo  fuch  authority  is  the  very  reverfe 
of  a  regal  power  to  raife  a  foreign  revenue  :  this  parliamen- 
tary power  is  conflitutional. 

The  Abbe  Reynal,  in  his  reflections  on  the  fate  of  the 
Portuguefe,  informs  his  reader,  that  while  the  court  of 
Lifbon  projected  the  difcovery  of  India,  and  expected  in- 
exhauftible  riches,  the  more  moderate  and  enlightened 
forefaw  and  foretold  the  evils  which  would  follow  fuccefs. 
And  time,  fays  he,  the  fupreme  judge  of  politics,  haften- 
ed  to  fulfil  their  predictions.  He,  however,  who  is  ac- 
quainted with  the  Portuguefe  hiftorians,  muft  perceive  the 
errors  of  this  reprefentation.  The  objections  againft  the 
voyage  of  Gama,  were  by  no  means  of  the  enlightened 
kind.  They  were  thefe  :  Nothing  but  barren  deferts,  like 
Lybia,  were  to  be  found  ;  or,  if  the  difcovered  lands  were 
rich,  the  length  of  the  voyage  would  render  it  unprofita- 
ble :  or,  if  profitable,  the  introduction  of  wealth  would 
beget  a  degeneracy  of  manners  fatal  to  the  kingdom.  Fo- 
reign fettlements  would  produce  a  depopulation  and  ne- 
glect of  agriculture  \  or,  if  foreign  colonies  were  neceffary, 
Ethiopia  offered  both  nearer  and  better  fettlements.  And 
the  wrath  of  the  Soldan  of  Egypt,  and  a  combination  of 
all  Europe  againft  Portugal,  completed  the  prophecy  of 
the  threatened  evils.  But  it  was  neither  forefeen  nor  fore- 
told, 
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told,  that  the  unexampled  mifconduct  of  the  Portuguefe 
would  render  the  moft  lucrative  commerce  of  the  world  an 
heavy,  and  at  laft  infupportable  expence  on  the  treafury  of 
Lifbon  or  Madrid  ;  nor  was  it  foretold,  that  the  ihamelefs 
villainy,  the  faithlefs  piracies  and  rapine  of  their  country- 
men would  bring  down  deftruction  upon  their  empire. 
Of  the  objections  here  enumerated,  few  are  named  by  our 
Author.  Nor  does  the  evil  of  the  increafe  of  wealth,  the 
depopulation  and  neglect  of  agriculture,  which  he  mentions 
as  the  confequences  of  the  navigation  to  India,  do  honour 
to  the  political  wifdom,  either  of  thofe  who  foretold  them, 
or  of  thofe  who  adopt  the  opinion.  The  great  population 
of  Holland  arifes  from  its  naval  trade ;  and  had  the  fcience 
of  commerce  been  as  well  underftood  at  the  court  of  Lif- 
bon as  at  Amfterdam,  Portugal,  a  much  finer  country, 
had  foon  become  more  populous,  and  every  way  more  flou- 
rifhing  than  Holland  is  now. 

Mines  of  gold,  though  moft  earneftly  defired,  are  the 
leaft  valuable  parts  of  foreign  acquiiition.  The  produce  of 
mines,  like  the  importation  of  revenue,  neither  puts  into 
motion,  nor  cherifties  domeftic  induftry.  To  increafe  the 
population  of  the  mother  country  is  the  only  real  wealth  ; 
and  this  can  only  be  attained  by  increafing  the  means  of 
employment,  in  fuch  manner  as  will  naturally  infpire  the 
fpirit  of  induftry.  The  ftaple  commodities  of  a  country 
muft  therefore  be  manufactured  at  home,  and  from  hence, 

agriculture 
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agriculture  of  neceffity  be  improved.  He,  therefore,  who 
foretells  the  neglect  of  agriculture  on  the  increafe  of  com- 
merce, foretells  an  event  contrary  to  the  nature  of  things  ; 
and  nothing  but  an  infatuation,  which  cannot  at  a  diftance 
be  forefeen,  may  poffibly  fulfil  the  prediction.  To  export 
the  domeftic  manufacture,  and  import  the  commodities  of 
foreign  countries,  are  the  great,  the  only  real  ufes  of 
foreign  fettlements.  But  did  Spain  and  Portugal  derive 
thefe  advantages  from  their  immenfe  acquifitions  in  the 
Eaft  and  Weft  ?  Every  thing  contrary.  The  gold  of 
Mexico  and  Peru  levied  the  armies  of  Charles  V.  but 
eftablifhed  or  encouraged  no  trade  in  his  kingdom.  Po- 
verty and  depopulation,  therefore,  were  not  the  natural 
confequences  of  the  difcoveries  of  Columbus ;  but  the  cer- 
tain refult  of  the  evil  policy  of  Spain.  We  have  feen  how 
the  traffic  of  India  was  managed  by  Portugal.  That  com- 
merce, which  was  the  foundation  of  the  maritime  frrength 
of  the  Mohammedan  powers,  and  which  enriched  Venice, 
was  not  only  all  in  the  power  of  the  Portuguefe  -,  but  it  was 
theirs  alfo  to  purchafe  that  traffic  on  their  own  terms,  with 
the  commodities  of  Europe.  But  fovereignty,  with  its 
revenue,  and  not  commerce,  was  the  fole  object:  of  the 
Portuguefe  ambition. 

Many  have  pronounced,  that  the  fame  evils  which  over- 
whelmed the  Portuguefe,    are  ready   to  burft  upon  the 
Britifli  empire.     Ignorance  of  the  true  principles  of  com- 
merce, that  great  caufe  of  the  fall  of  the  Portuguefe  em- 
pire, 
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pire,  does  not  at  prefent,  however,  threaten  the  Britifh ; 
nor  is  the  only  natural  reafon  of  that  fall  applicable  to  Great 
Britain.  The  territory  of  Portugal  is  too  lmall  to  be  the 
head  of  fo  extenfive  an  empire  as  once  owned  its  authority. 
Auxiliaries  may  occasionally  affift  ;  but  permanency  of  do- 
minion can  only  be  infured  by  native  troops.  The  nume- 
rous garrifons  of  Portugal  in  Brazil,  in  Africa,  and  Alia, 
required  more  fupplies  than  the  uncommercial  feat  of  em- 
pire could  afford,  without  depriving  itfelf  of  defence  in 
cafe  of  invafion.  In  the  event,  the  foreign  garrifons  were 
loft  for  want  of  fupplies  ;  and  the  feat  of  empire,  on  the 
fhock  of  one  difafter,  fell  an  eafy  prey  to  the  ufurpation  of 
Spain.  Great  Britain,  on  the  contrary,  by  the  appoint- 
ment of  nature,  reigns  the  commercial  emprefs  of  the 
world.  The  unrivalled  ifland  is  neither  too  large  nor  too 
fmall.  Ten  millions  of  inhabitants  are  naturally  fufficient 
to  afford  armies  to  defend  themfelves  againft  the  greateft 
power  ;  nor  is  iuch  radical  ftrength  liable  to  fall  afunder  by 
its  own  weight.  Neither  is  nature  lefs  kind  in  the  variety 
of  the  climate  of  the  Britifh  iiles.  That  variety  in  her  dif- 
ferent provinces  alike  contributes  to  the  production  of  her  ' 
invaluable  ftaples  and  hardy  troops.  Won  and  defended 
from  the  Mohammedans  in  wars  efteemed  religious,  the 
circumftances  of  Portugal,  produced  a  high  and  ardent 
fpirit  of  chivalry,  which  raifed  her  to  empire  ;  but  when 
iuccefs  gave  a  relaxation  to  the  action  of  this  fpirit,  the  ge- 
neral ignorance  and  corruption  of  all  ranks  funk  her  into 
ruin.     The  circumftances  of  the  .Britifh  empire  are  greatly 

different. 
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different.  Her  military  fpirit  is  neither  cherifhed  by,  nor 
dependent  upon,  caufes  which  exift  in  one  age  and  not  in 
another.  Nor  is  the  incrcafe  of  wealth  big  with  fuch  evils 
as  fome  efteem.  Portugal  did  not  owe  her  fall  to  it,  for 
ihc  was  not  enriched  by  the  commerce  of  India.  If  Great 
Britain  ever  fuffer  by  enormous  wealth,  it  muft  be  by  a 
general  corruption  of  manners.  This,  however,  is  infi- 
nitely more  in  the  power  of  government  than  the  many 
flirmife.  To  remedy  an  evil,  we  muft  trace  its  fource. 
And  never  was  there  national  corruption  of  manners,  which 
did  not  flow  from  the  vices  and  errors  of  government. 
Where  merit  is  the  only  pafTport  to  promotion,  corruption 
of  manners  cannot  be  general.  Where  the  worthlefs  can 
purchafe  the  offices  of  trult,  univerfal  profligacy  muft  fol- 
low. Mankind,  it  may  be  faid,  are  liable  to  be  corrupted, 
and  wealth  affords  the  opportunity.  But  this  axiom  will 
greatly  miflead  us  from  the  line  of  truth,  if  taken  in  a  ge- 
neral fenfe.  The  middle  rank  of  men  is  infinitely  more 
virtuous  than  the  loweft.  Profligacy  of  manners  is  not, 
therefore,  the  natural  confequence  of  affluence  j  it  is  the 
accident  which  attends  a  vulgar  mind,  in  whatever  exter- 
nal fituation.  And  when  vulgar  minds  are  preferred  to  the 
high  offices  of  church  or  ftate,  it  is  the  negligence  or  wicked- 
nefs  of  government,  and  not  the  increafe  of  wealth,  which  is 
the  fource  of  the  national  corruption.  Some  articles  of 
traffic  have  an  evil  influence  on  a  people.  But  neither  is 
this  in  juftice  to  be  charged  on  the  increafe  of  national 
trade.     The  true  principles  of  commerce,  on  the  contrary, 

require 
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require  the  reftriction  of  many  *,  and  perhaps  the  prohi- 
bition of  fome  articles.  And  ignorance  of  the  true  fpirit 
of  commerce,  and  neglect  in  the  legiflature,  are  therefore 
the  real  fources  of  thefe  evils. 

While  our  popular  declaimers  forefee  nothing  but  ruin 
in  the  increafe  of  commerce  and  wealth,  they  overlook,  or 
know  not,  the  greateft  danger  to  which  foreign  acquisition 
lies  open,  and  which  it  even  invites.  The  rapacity  of 
diftant  governors,  fo  ftrongly  exemplified  by  the  Portu- 
guefe,  has  a  direct  tendency  to  the  production  of  every  evil 
which  can  affect  a  commercial  empire.  Every  governor 
feels  two  objects  foliciting  his  attention,  objects  frequently 
incompatible,  at  leaft  not  eafily  to  be  reconciled — the  pub- 
lic and  his  own  private  intereft.      If  inftitutions  cannot  be 

devifed 

*  That  private  vices,  the  luxury  and  extravagance  of  individuals,  are  pub- 
lic benefits,  has  been  confidently  aflerted,  yet  no  theoretical  paradox  was 
ever  more  falfe.  Luxuries,  indeed,  employ  many  hands,  but  all  hands  in 
employment  conduce  not  alike  to  the  fervicc  of  the  flate.  Thofe  emploved 
on  the  natural  ftaples  are  of  the  firft  rate  fervice ;  but  thofe  engaged  on 
luxuries  often  require  materials  which  contribute  to  turn  the  balance  of 
trade  againft  the  country  where  they  refide  ;  and  as  the  fale  of  their  labours 
depends  upon  fafhion  and  caprice,  not  upon  the  real  wants  of  life,  they  are 
apt  to  be  thrown  out  of  employ,  and  to  become  a  dangerous  burthen  on  the 
commonwealth.  Nor  is  all  which  is  fpent  by  individuals,  gained,  as  fome 
afiert,  by  the  public.  National  wealth  confiftsof  the  labour  of  the  people, 
added  to  the  value  of  the  materials  laboured  upon.  Every  bankruptcy 
therefore,  annihilates  the  value  of  as  much  labour  as  its  deficiency  of  pay- 
ment amounts  to;  and  thus  the  public  is  injured.  Nor  is  this  all  •  where 
private  luxury  is  cheriftied  as  a  public  benefit,  a  national  corruption  of  man- 
ners, the  moft  dreadful  political  difeafe,  will  be  fure  to  prevail,  fure  to  re- 
duce the  moft  flourifhing  kingdom  to  the  moft  critical  weaknefs. 


cclxxxvi  PORTUGUESE    ASIA, 

devifed  to  render  it  the  true  intereft  of  governors,  to  make 
that  of  the  public  their  firft  care,  (lability  cannot  be  pre- 
ferved.  The  voluntary  poverty  of  Albuquerque  and  of 
Nunio  was  nobly  adapted  to  the  high  and  romantic  ideas 
of  Spanifh  honour ;  and  without  doubt  had  a  wide  effect. 
But  no  government  has  a  right  to  require  fuch  an  example  j 
and  in  Britifh  India  it  would  be  ufelefs  and  abfurd,  for  we 
have  no  vifionary  principles,  on  which  it  could  poffibly 
operate.  He  who  devotes  his  life  to  the  fervice  of  his  coun- 
try, merits  a  reward  adequate  to  his  ftation.  An  eftimate 
of  the  reward  which  true  policy  will  give,  may  be  drawn 
from  the  fate  of  the  Dutch  fettlement  at  Brazil.  Prince 
Maurice  of  Naffau,  the  general  of  a  Dutch  Weft  India 
Company,  expelled  the  Portuguefe  from  one  half  of  this 
rich  and  extenlive  country.  In  reward  of  his  fervice  he 
was  appointed  governor  ;  but  his  mercantile  mailers  earned 
for  immediate  gain,  and  ignorant  of  what  was  neceiTary  for 
future  fecurity,  were  offended  at  the  grandeur  in  which  he 
lived,  the  number  of  fortreffes  which  he  built,  and  the  ex- 
pence  of  the  troops  which  he  kept.  They  forced  him  by 
ill  treatment  to  refign,  and  the  ideas  of  the  mere  counting- 
houfe  were  now  adopted.  The  expence  of  troops  and  of 
fortreffes  was  greatly  reduced ;  even  that  of  the  court  of 
juftice  was  retrenched  ;  in  their  commerce  with  their  new 
iubjecls,  every  advantage  of  the  fordid  trader  was  taken, 
and  payment  was  enforced  with  the  utmoft  rigour.  Cent, 
per  cent,  was  now  divided  in  Holland,  and  all  was  happy 
in  the  idea  of  the  Burgo-mafters,  the  Lords  of  this  colony  j 

when 
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when  the  Portuguefe,  invited  by  the  defencelefs  condition, 
and  joined  by  the  difcontented  fubjedts  of  the  Dutch,  over- 
whelmed them  with  ruin.  Though  the  States  now  inte- 
rested themfelves  vigoroufly,  all  the  great  expence  of  their 
armaments  was  loft.  Brazil  was  recovered  by  the  Portu- 
guefe, and  this  Dutch  Weft  India  Company  was  utterly 
extinguifhed. 

NNor  can  we  clofe  our  obfervations  without  one  more. 
Nunio  acquired  an  extenfive  territory  in  India.  Haraffed 
by  the  horrible  wars  of  their  native  princes,  the  regions 
around  Goa  implored  the  Portuguefe  to  take  them  under 
protection.  And,  fafe  and  happy,  while  all  around  was 
fteeped  in  blood,  the  territory  under  the  dominion  of 
Nunio  was  the  envy  and  wonder  of  India.  Taught  by  this 
example,  every  humane  breaft  muft  warm  on  the  view  of 
the  happinefs  which  the  Britifh  India  Company  may  difc- 
fufe  over  the  Eaft ;  a  happinefs  which  the  Britifh  f  are 
peculiarly  enabled  to  beftow.      Befides  the  many  inftances 

of 

f  The  form  of  the  government,  and  the  national  character  of  the  Britifh^ 
peculiarly  enable  them  to  diffufe  the  bleffings  which  flow  from  the  true 
lpirit  of  commerce.  The  Dutch  have  a  penurioufnefs  in  their  manners, 
and  a  palpable  felfifbnefs  in  their  laws,  ill  relifhed  by  the  neighbouis  of 
their  fcttlements.     They  want  a  mixture  of  the  blood  of  gentlemen  ;  or,  to 

drop  the  metaphor,  they  want  that  liberal  turn  of  idea  and  fentiment  which 
arifes  fiom  the  intercourfe  and  converfation  of  the  merchant,  with  the  man 
of  property,  educated  in  independence.  India,  perhaps  the  molt  fertile 
country  in  the  world,  has  fuffered  more  by  famine  than  any  other.      For 

the  thoufands  v.  ho  ha^c  died  of  hunger  in  other  countries,  India  has  buried 
millions  of  her  ions,  who  have  thus  perilhed.     Amazingly  populous,  the 

failure 
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of  Portuguefe  tyranny  and  mifconduct  already  enumerated, 
there  was  a  defeat  in  their  government,  which  muft  ever 
prove  fatal  to  a  commercial  empire.     All  the  ftupendous 
fabrics  of  Portuguefe  colonization  were  only  founded  on 
the  fands,  on  the  quick-fands  of  human  caprice  and  arbi- 
trary power.  They  governed  by  no  certain  fyftem  of  laws. 
Their  governors  carried  to  India  the  image  of  the  court  of 
Lifbon ;   and  againft  the  will  of  the  ruler  there  was  no  ap- 
peal to  fupreme  civil  power.    Confidence  in  the  high  juftice 
of  a  Nunio  may  give  nations  habituated  to  oppreffion  a  tem- 
porary fpirit  of  induftry  ;  but   temporary  it  muft  be,  as  a 
hafty  journey  made  in  the  uncertain  intervals  of  a  tempeft. 
The  cheerful  vigour  of  commerce  can  only  be  uniform  and 
continued,  where  the  merchant  is  confeious  of  protection, 
on  his  appeal  to  known  laws  of  fupreme  authority.    On  the 
firm  bafis  of  her  laws,  the  colonies  of  Great  Britain  have 
wonderfully  profpered,  for  fhe  gave  them  an  image  of  her 
own  conftitution.     And  even  where  the  government  of 
the  natives  cannot  be  new  modelled,  an  eafy  appeal  to  the 
fupremacy  cf  civil  laws,  muft  place  commerce  upon  the 
fureft  foundation.     It  is  not  the  fpirit  of  Gothic  conqueft ; 
it  is  not  the  little  cunning  finefTe  of  embroiling  the  Indian 
princes  among  themfelves  ;  of  cajoling  one,  and  winning 
another  ;  it  is  not  the  groveling  arts  of  intrigue,  often  em- 

barrafled, 


failure  of  a  crop  of  rice  is  here  dreadful.  It  is  the  true  fpirit  of  commerce 
to  prevent  famine,  by  bringing  provifion  from  one  country  to  another. 
And  may  this  true  fpirit  of  it  be  exerted  by  the  Britifh  in  India ! 
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barrafled,  always  fhifting,  which  can  give  lafting  fecurity. 
An  effential  decinve  predominancy  of  the  juftice  of  laws 
like  the  Britifh,  can  alone  fecure  the  profperity  of  the  mod: 
powerful  commercial  fyftem,  or  render  its  exiftence  ad- 
vantageous or  even  safe  to  the  feat  of  Empire. 


THE 


THE 


LIFE  OF  LUIS  DE  CAMOENS. 


W  HEN  the  glory  of  the  arms  of  Portugal  had  reach- 
ed its  meridian  fplendor,  Nature,  as  if  in  pity  of  the 
literary  rudenefs  of  that  nation,  produced  one  great 
Poet,  to  record  the  numberlefs  actions  of  high  fpirit  per- 
formed by  his  countrymen.  Except  Oforius,  the  hiftorians 
of  Portugal  are  little  better  than  dry  journalists.  But  it  is 
not  their  inelegance  which  rendered  the  poet  necefTary. 
It  is  the  peculiar  nature  of  poetry  to  give  a  colouring  to 
heroic  actions,  and  to  exprefs  an  indignation  againft  the 
breaches  of  honour,  in  a  fpirit  which  at  once  feizes  the 
heart  of  the  man  of  feeling,  and  carries  with  it  an  inftanta- 
neous  conviction.  The  brilliant  actions  of  the  Portuguefe 
form  the  great  hinge  which  opened  the  door  to  the  moft 
important  alteration  in  the  civil  hiftory  of  mankind.  And 
to  place  thefe  actions  in  the  light  and  enthufiafm  of  poetry, 

that 
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that  enthufiafm  which  particularly  affimilates  the  youthful 
breaft  to  its  own  fires,  was  Luis  de  Camoens,  the  poet  of 
Portugal,  born. 

Different  cities  claimed  the  honour  of  his  birth.  But, 
according  to  N.  Antonio,  and  Manuel  Correa  his  intimate 
friend,  this  event  happened  at  Lifbon,  in  15 17.  His  fa- 
mily was  of  confiderable  note,  and  originally  Spanifh.  In 
1370,  Vafco  Perez  de  Caamans,  difgufted  at  the  court  of 
Caftile,  fled  to  that  of  Lifbon,  where  king  Ferdinand  im- 
mediately admitted  him  into  his  council,  and  gave  him  the 
lordfliips  of  Sardoal,  Punnete,  Marano,  Amendo,  and 
other  confiderable  lands  ;  a  certain  proof  of  the  eminence 
of  his  rank  and  abilities.  In  the  war  for  the  fucceffion, 
which  broke  out  on  the  death  of  Ferdinand,  Caamans, 
fided  with  the  king  of  Caftile,  and  was  killed  in  the  battle 
of  Aljabarrota.  But  though  John  I.  the  victor,  feized  a 
great  part  of  his  eflate,  his  widow,  the  daughter  of  Gon- 
faloTereyro,  grand  mafter  of  the  order  of  Chrift,  and  ge- 
neral of  the  Portuguefe  army,  was  not  reduced  beneath 
her  rank.  She  had  three  fons,  who  took  the  name  of 
Camoens.  The  family  of  the  eldeft  inter-married  with  the 
firft  nobility  of  Portugal,  and  even,  according  to  Caftera, 
with  the  blood  royal.  But  the  family  of  the  fecond  brother, 
whofe  fortune  was  flender,  had  the  fuperior  honour  to  pro- 
duce the  Author  of  the  Lufiad. 

Early 
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Early  in  his  life  the  misfortunes  of  the  Poet  began.  In 
his  infancy,  Simon  Vaz  de  Camoens,  his  father,  comman- 
der of  a  veftel,  was  fhipwrecked  at  Goa,  where,  with  his 
life,  the  greateft  part  of  his  fortune  was  loft.  His  mother, 
however,  Anne  de  Macedo  of  Santarene,  provided  for  the 
education  of  her  fon  Luis  at  the  univeriity  of  Coimbra. — 
What  he  acquired  there,  his  works  difcover  :  An  intimacy 
with  the  claffics,  equal  to  that  of  a  Scaliger,  but  direcled 
by  the  tafte  of  a  Milton  or  a  Pope. 

When  he  left  the  univeriity,  he  appeared  at  court.  He 
was  handfomef,  had  fpeaking  eyes,  it  is  faid,  and  the 
fineft  complexion.  Certain  it  is,  however,  he  was  a  polifh- 
ed  fcholar,  which,  added  to  the  natural  ardour  and  gay  vr- 
vacity  of  his  difpofition,  rendered  him  an  accomplifhed 
gentleman.  Courts  are  the  fcenes  of  intrigue,  and  intrigue 
was  fafhionable  at  Lifbon.  But  the  particulars  of  the  amours 
of  Camoens  reft  unknown.  This  only  appears :  He  had 
afpired  above  his  rank,  for  he  was  banifhed  from  the 
court;  and,  in  feveral  of  his  lbnnets,  he  afcribes  this  mif- 
fortune  to  love. 

VOL.  I.  R  He 


t  The  French  Tranflator  gives  us  (o  fine  a  defcription  of  the  perfon  of 
Camoens,  that  it  feems  to  be  borrowed  from  the  Fairy  Tales.  It  is  uni- 
verfally  agreed,  that  he  was  handfome,  and  had  a  molt  engaging  mien  and 
addrefs.  He  is  thus  defcribed  by  Nicolas  Antonio,  "  Mediocri Jlatura  f»;t, 
■et  carne  plena,  capillis  ufque  ad  croci  colorem  jiavefcentibus ,  maxinc  in  ju-utnMt. 
fmmebat  ei  from,  &  mediut  nafus,  caters  Ur.gus ,  ttinf.nt  crajjiufculm  ." 
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He  now  retired  to  his  mother's  friends  at  Santarene* 
Here  he  renewed  his  ftudies,  and  began  his  Poem  on  the 
Difcovery  of  India.  John  III.  at  this  time  prepared  an  ar- 
mament againft  Africa.  Camoens,  tired  of  his  inactive 
obfcure  life,  went  to  Ceuta  in  this  expedition,  and  greatly 
diftinguiihed  his  valour  in  feveral  rencounters.  In  a  naval 
engagement  with  the  Moors,  in  the  ftraits  of  Gibraltar,  in 
the  conflict  of  boarding  he  was  among  the  foremoft,  and 
loft  his  right  eye.  Yet  neither  the  hurry  of  actual  fervice, 
nor  the  diffipation  of  the  camp,  could  ftifle  his  genius.. 
He  continued  his  Luftadas,  and  feveral  of  his  moft  beauti- 
ful fonnets  were  written  in  Africa,  while,  as  he  exprelTes  it, 

One  hand  the  pen,   and  one  the  fvvord  employ'd. 

The  fame  of  his  valour  had  now  reached  the  court,  and 
he  obtained  permiffion  to  return  to  Lifbon.  But  while  he 
folicired  an  cftablifhment  which  he  had  merited  in  the  ranks 
of  battle,  the  malignity  of  evil  tongues,  as  he  calls  it  in 
one  of  his  letters,  was  injuriouily  poured  upon  him, 
Though  the  bloom  of  his  early  youth  was  effaced  by  feveral 
years  relldence  under  Che  fcorching  heavens  of  Africa,  and 
though  altered  by  the  lofs  of  an  eye,  his  prefence  gave  unea- 
finefs  to  the  gentlemen  of  fome  families  of  the  firft  rank, 
where  he  had  formerly  vifited.  Jealoufy  is  the  chara&e- 
riftic  of  the  Spanifh  and  Portuguefe  ;  its  refentment  knows 
vo  bounds  :  and  Camoens  now  found  it  prudent  to  banifh 

himfetf 
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liimfelf  from  his  native  country.  Accordingly  in  1553, 
he  failed  for  India,  with  a  refolution  never  to  return.  As 
the  fhip  left  the  Tagus,  he  exclaimed,  in  the  words  of  the 
fepulchral  monument  of  Scipio  Africanus,  Ingrata  patria, 
non  pojjidebis  of  a  mea  !  Ungrateful  country,  thou  (halt  not 
poflefs  my  bones  !  but  he  knew  not  what  evils  in  the  Eaft 
would  awake  the  remembrance  of  his  native  fields. 

When  Camoens  arrived  in  India,  an  expedition  was 
ready  to  fail  to  revenge  the  king  of  Cochin  on  the  king  of 
Pimenta.  Without  any  reft  on  fhore  after  his  long  voyage, 
he  joined  this  armament,  and  in  the  conqueft  of  the  Ala- 
gada  iflands,  difplayed  his  ufual  bravery.  But  his  modef- 
ty,  perhaps,  is  his  greateft  praife.  In  a  fonnet  he  menti- 
ons this  expedition :  We  went  to  punim  the  king  of  Pi- 
menta, fays  he,  e  fuccedeones  ~bemy  and  we  fucceeded  well. 
When  it  is  confidered  that  the  Poet  bore  no  inconfiderable 
fhare  in  the  victory,  no  ode  can  conclude  more  elegantly, 
more  happily  than  this. 

In  the  year  following,  he  attended  Manuel  de  Vafcon- 
cello  in  an  expedition  to  the  Red  Sea.  Here,  fays  Faria, 
as  Camoens  had  noufe  for  his  fvvord,  he  employed  his  pen. 
Nor  was  his  activity  confined  in  the  fleet  or  camp.  He  vi- 
fited  Mount  Felix,  and  the  adjacent  inhofpitable  regions  of 
Africa,  which  he  fo  flrongly  pictures  in  the  Lufiad,  and 
in  one  of  his  little  pieces,  where  he  larrSfi|§  the  abfence  of 
his  miftrefs. 

R  2  When 
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When  he  returned  to  Goa,  he  enjoyed  a  tranquillity 
which  enabled  him  to  beftow  his  attention  on  his  Epic  Poem,, 
But  this  ferenity  was  interrupted,  perhaps  by  his  own  im- 
prudence. He  wrote  fome  fatires  whxh  gave  offence,  and, 
by  order  of  the  viceroy,  Francifco  Barreto,  he  was  banifhed 
to  China. 

Men  of  poor  abilities  are  more  confcious  of  their  em- 

barraffment  and  errors  than  is  commonly  believed.    When 

men  of  this  kind  are  in  power,  they  affect  great  folemnity  ; 

and  every  cxpreffion  of  the  moft  diftant  tendency  to  leffen 

their  dignity,  is  held  as  the  greateft  of  crimes.     Confcious 

r.lfo  how  feverely  the  man  of  genius  can  hurt  their  intereft, 

they  bear  an  inftinctive  antipathy  againft  him,  are  uneafy 

even  in  his  company,  and,  on  the  flighteft  pretence,  are 

happy  to  drive  him  from  them.     Camoens  was  thus  fltuat- 

ed  at  Goa;  and  never  was  there  a  fairer  field  for  fatires 

than  the   rulers  of  India   at  this    time    afforded.       Yet, 

whatever  efteem  the  prudence  of  Camoens  may  lofe  in  our 

idea,  the  noblenefs  of  his  difpofltion  will  doubly  gain.    Ands 

fo  confcious  was  he  of  his  real  integrity  and  innocence, 

that  in  one  of  his  fonnets  he  wifhes  no  other  revenge  on 

Barreto,  than  thai  the  cruelty  of  his  exile  fhould  ever  be 

rememberedf. 

The 

f  Caftera,  who  always  condemns  Camoens,  as  if  guilty  of  facrilege, 
when  the  flighteft:  reproach  of  a  grandee  appears,  tells  us,  "  that  pofterity 
"  by  no  means  enters  into  the  refentment  of  our  poet;  and  that  the  Por- 
il  tuguefe  hiftorians  make  glorious  mention  of  Barreto,  who  was  a  man  of 
'  true  merit."    The  Portuguefs  hiftorians,  however,  knew  not  what  true 

merit 
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The  accomplifhments  and  manners  of  Camoens  foon 
found  him  friends,  though  under  the  difgrace  of  banifh- 
ment.  He  was  appointed  commifTary  of  the  eftates  of  the 
Defunct  in  the  ifland  of  Macao,  on  the  coaft  of  China. 
Here  he  continued  his  Lufiad ;  and  here  alfo,  after  five 
years  refidence,  he  acquired  a  fortune,  though  fmall,  yet 
equal  to  his  wifhes.  Don  Conftantine  de  Braganza  was 
now  viceroy  of  India,  and  Camoens,  defirous  to  return  to 
Coa,  refigned  his  charge.  In  a  fhip,  freighted  by  himfelf, 
he  fet  fail,  but  was  fhipwrecked  in  the  gulph  near  the 
mouth  of  the  river  Mecon,  in  Cochin-China.  All  he  had 
acquired  was  loft  in  the  waves:  his  poems,  which  he  held 
in  one  hand,  while  he  laved  himfelf  with  the  other,  were 
all  he  found  himfelf  poffeiTed  of,  when  he  flood  friendlefs 
on  the  unknown  fhore.     But  the  natives  gave  him  a  moft 


merit  was.  The  brutal  uncommercial  wars  of  Sampayo  are  by  them 
mentioned  as  much  more  glorious  than  the  lefs  bloody  campaigns  of  a 
Nunio,  which  eftablifhed  commerce  and  empire.  But  the  actions  of  Barreto 
ihallbe  called  to  witnefs  for  Camoens. 

We  have  already  feen  his  ruinous  treaty  with  Meale  Can,  which  ended 
in  the  difgrace  of  the  Portuguefe  arms.  The  king  of  Cinde  defired  Bar- 
reto's  afliftance  to  crufha  neighbouring  prince,  who  had  invaded  his  domi- 
nions. Barreto  went  himfelf  to  relieve  him  ;  but  having  difagreed  about 
the  reward  he  required,  (for  the  king  had  made  peace  with  his  enemy)  he 
burned  Tata,  the  royal  city,  killed  above  8ooc  of  the  people  he  came  to 
protect  ;  for  eight  days  he  deftroyed  every  thing  on  the  banks  of  the  Indus, 
and  loaded  his  veflels,  fays  Faria,  with  the  richeft  booty  hitherto  taken  in 
India.  The  war  with  Hydal  Can,  kindled  by  Barreto's  treachery,  continu- 
ed. The  city  of  Dabul  was  deftroyed  by  the  viceroy,  who,  foon  after,  at 
the  head  of  17,000  men, defeated  Hydal  Can's  army  of  20,000.  Hcnrid  de- 
flation followed  thcfe  victories,  and  Hydal  Can  continued  the  implacable 
<  ncmy  of  Portugal  while  he  lived.  Such  was  Barreto,  the  man  who  exiled 
Camoens ! 

humane 
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humane  reception:  this  he  has  immortalifed  in  the  pro- 
phetic fong  in  the  tenth  Luiiad  f ;  and  in  the  feventh  he 
tells  us,  that  here  he  loft  the  wealth  which  fatisfied  his 
willies  : 

Agora  da  efperavga  ja  adquirida,  &c. 

Now  bleft  with  all  the  wealth  fond  hope  could  craves 
Soon  I  beheld  that  wealth  beneath  the  wave 

For  ever  loft  ; 

My  life,  like  Judah's  heaven-doom'd  king  of  yore, 
By  miracle  prolong'd 

On  the  banks  of  the  Mecon,  he  wrote  his  beautiful  pa- 
raphrafe  of  the  pfalm,  where  the  Jews,  in  the  fineft  ftrain 
of  poetry,  are  reprefented  as  hanging  their  harps  on  the 
willows  by  the  rivers  of  Babylon,  and  weeping  their  exile 
from  their  native  country.  Here  Camoens  continued  fome 
time,  till  an  opportunity  offered  to  carry  him  to  Goa. — 
When  he  arrived  at  that  city,  Don  Conftantine  de  Bra- 
ganza,  whofe  charatteriftic  was  politenefs,  admitted  him 

into 

■f  Having  named  the  Mecon  : 

EJlc  recebera  placiJo,  e  brando, 

No  feu  regap  o  Canto,  que  molhado,  &C. 

Literally  thus  :  "  On  his  gentle  hofpitable  bofom  (Jic  brancio  poetice J  fhall 
he  receive  the  ibng,  wet  from  woeful  unhappy  fhipwreck,  efcaped  from  de- 
ftroying  tempefts,  from  ravenous  dangers,  the  effect  of  the  unjufr,  fentence 
upon  him,  whofe  lyre  fhall  be  more  renowned  than  enriched."  When 
Camoens  was  commilTary,  he  vifited  the  illands  of  Ternate,  Timor,  &c, 
described  in  the  Lufiad. 
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into  intimate  friendfhip,  and  Camoens  was  happy  till 
Count  Redondo  affumed  the  government.  Thofe  who 
had  formerly  procured  the  banifhment  of  the  fatirift,  were 
silent  while  Conftantine  was  in  power  •,  but  now  they  exert- 
ed aH  their  arts  againft  him.  Redondo,  when  he  entered 
on  office,  pretended  to  be  the  friend  of  Camoens ;  yet, 
irith  all  that  unfeeling  indifference  with  which  he  planned 
his  moft  horrible  witticifm  on  the  Zamorim,  he  fuffered  the 
innocent  man  to  be  thrown  into  the  common  prifon.  Af- 
ter all  the  delay  of  bringing  witnefTes,  Camoens,  in  a  pub- 
lic trial,  fully  refuted  every  accufation  of  his  conduct,  while 
commifTary  of  Macao,  and  his  enemies  were  loaded  with 
ignominy  and  reproach.  But  Camoens  had  fome  creditors ; 
and  thefe  detained  him  in  prifon  a  conflderable  time,  till 
the  gentlemen  of  Goa  began  to  be  afhamed,  that  a  man 
of  his  Angular  merit  fhould  experience  fuch  treatment 
among  them.  He  was  fet  at  liberty  ;  and  again  he  alTumed 
the  profeffion  of  arms,  and  received  the  allowance  of  a 
gentleman  volunteer,  a  character  at  that  time  common  in 
Portuguefe  India.  Soon  after,  Pedro  Barreto,  appointed 
governor  of  the  fort  at  Sofala,  by  high  promiles,  allured  the 
poet  to  attend  him  thither.  The  governor  of  a  diftant 
fort,  in  a  barbarous  country,  fhares,  in  fome  meafure, 
the  fate  of  an  exile.  Yet,  though  the  only  motive  of  Bar- 
reto was,  in  this  unpleafant  fituation,  to  retain  the  con- 
verfation  of  Camoens  at  his  table,  it  was  his  leaft  care  to 
render  the  life  of  his  gueft   agreeable.     Chagrined  with 

his 
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liis  treatment,  and  a  confiderable  time  having  elapfed  in 
vain  dependence  upon  Barreto,  Camoens  refolved  to  re- 
turn to  his  native  country.  A  Clip,  on  the  homeward 
voyage,  at  this  time  touched  at  Sofala,  and  feveral  gentle- 
men §  who  were  on  board,  were  defirous  that  Camoens 
fhould  accompany  them.  But  this  the  governor  ungene- 
rously endeavoured  to  prevent,  and  charged  him  with  a 
debt  for  board.  Anthony  de  Cabral,  however,  and  Hec- 
tor de  Sylveyra,  paid  the  demand  ;  and  Camoens,  fays 
Faria,   and  the  honour  of  Barreto,  were  fold  together. 

After  an  abfence  of  fixteen  years,  Camoens,  in  1569, 
returned  to  Lifbon,  unhappy  even  in  his  arrival,  for  the 
peftilence  then  raged  in  that  city,  and  prevented  his  publi- 
cation for  three  years.  At  laft,  in  1572,  he  printed  his 
Lufiad,  which,  in  the  opening  of  the  firft  book,  in  a  mod 
elegant  turn  of  compliment,  he  addrefTed  to  his  prince, 
king  Sebaftian,  then  in  his  eighteenth  year.  The  king, 
fays  the  French  tranflator,  was  fo  pleafed  with  his  merit, 
that  he  gave  the  Author  a  penlion  of  4000  reals,  on  condi- 
-ion  that  he  fhould  refide  at  court.  But  this  falary,  fays 
the  fame  writer,  was  withdrawn  by  cardinal  Henry,  who 
fucceeded  to  the  crown  of  Portugal,  loft  by  Sebaftian  at  the 
battle  of  Alcazar. 

But 

§  According  to  the  Portnguefe  Life  of  Camoens,  prefixed  to  Gedron's, 
the  beft  edition  of  his  works,  Diego  de  Cbuto,  the  hiftorian,  one  of  the 
company  in  this  homeward  voyage,  wrote  annotations  upon  the  Lufiad, 
under  the  eye  of  its  author.  But  thefc  unhappily  have  never  appeared  in 
public. 
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But  this  ftory  of  the  penfion  is  very  doubtful.  Correa, 
and  other  cotemporary  authors,  do  not  mention  it,  though 
fome  late  writers  have  given  credit  to  it.  If  Camoens, 
however,  had  a  penfion,  it  is  highly  probable  that  Henry 
deprived  him  of  it.  "While  Sebaftian  was  devoted  to  the 
chace,  his  grand  uncle,  the  cardinal,  prefided  at  the  coun- 
cil board,  and  Camoens,  in  his  addrefs  to  the  king, 
which  clofes  the  Lufiad,  advifes  him  to  exclude  the  clergy 
from  ftate  affairs.  It  was  eafy  to  fee  that  the  cardinal  was 
here  intended.  And  Henry,  befides,  was  one  of  thofe 
ftatefmen  who  can  perceive  no  benefit  refulting  to  the  pub- 
lic from  elegant  literature.  -  But  it  ought  alfo  to  be  added 
in  completion  of  his  character,  that  under  the  narrow  views 
and  weak  hands  of  this  Henry,  the  kingdom  of  Portugal 
fell  into  utter  ruin  ;  and  on  his  death,  which  clofed  a  lhort 
inglorious  reign,  the  crown  of  Lifbon,  after  a  faint  ftrug- 
gle,  was  annexed  to  that  of  Madrid.  Such  was  the  dege- 
neracy of  the  Portuguefe,  a  degeneracy  lamented  in  vain 
by  Camoens,  and  whofe  obfervation  of  it  was  imputed  to 
him  as  a  crime. 

Though  the  great  |  patron'  of  one  fpecies  of  literature, 
a  fpecies  the  reverfe  of  that  of  Camoens,  certain,  it  is  that 

the 

\  Cardinal  Henry's  patronage  of  learning  and  learned  men  is  mentioned 
with  cordial  efteem  by  the  Portuguefe  writeis.  Happily  they  alfo  tell  us 
what  that  learning  was.  It  was  to  him  the  Romilli  Friars  of  the  Eaft 
tranfmitted  their  cliildifh  forgeries  of  infcriptions  and  miracles  (for  fame  of 
•which,  fee  the  note  on  p.  473.,/  He  corrcfponded  with  them,  directed  their 
labours,  and  received  the  fiift  accounts  of  their  fuccefs.  Under  his  patro- 
nage 
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the  author  of  the  Lufiad  was  utterly  neglected  by  Henry, 
under  whofe  inglorious  reign  he  died  in  all  the  mifery 
of  poverty.  By  fome  it  is  faid  he  died  in  an  alms- 
houfe.  It  appears,  however,  that  he  had  not  even  the 
certainty  of  fubfiftence  which  thefe  houfes  provide.  He 
Lad  a  black  fervant,  who  had  grown  old  with  him,  and 
who  had  long  experienced  his   matter's  humanity.      This 

grateful 

nage  it  was  difcovered,  that  St.  Thomas  ordered  the  Indians  to  woifhip  the 
Crofs;  and  that  the  Mooriih  tradition  of  Perimal,  (who,  having  embraced 
Moharnrnedifm,  divided  his  kingdom  among  his  officers,  whom  he  rendered 
tributary  to  the  Zamorim,)  was  a  malicious  mifreprefentation ;  for  that 
Perimal,  having  turned  Christian,  refigned  his  kingdom,  and  became  a  monk. 
Such  was  the  learning  patronifed  by  Henry,  who  was  alfo  a  zealous  patron 
of  the  inquifition  at  Lifbon,  and  the  founder  of  the  inquifition  at  Goa,  to 
which  place  he  lent  a  whole  apparatus  of  holy  fathers  to  fupprefs  the  Jews 
and  reduce  the  native  Chriftians  to  the  See  of  Rome.  Nor  mufl  the  treat- 
ment experienced  by  Buchanan  at  Lifbon  be  here  omitted,  as  it  affords  a 
convincing  proof,  that  the  fine  genius  of  Camoens  was  the  true  fource  of 
his  misfortunes.  John  III.  earneft  to  promote  the  cultivation  of  polite 
literature  among  his  fubjetls,  engaged  Buchanan,  the  mod  elegant  Latinilr, 
perhaps,  of  modern  times,  to  teach  philoibphy  and  the  belles  letires  at  Lif- 
bon. But  the  defign  of  the  monarch  was  foon  fiuftrated  by  the  cardinal 
Henry  and  the  clergy.  Buchanan  was  committed  to  prifon,  becaufe  it 
was  alledged  he  had  eaten  flefh  in  Lent ;  and  becaufe,  in  his  early  youth, 
at  St.  Andrew's  in  Scotland,  he  had  written  a  fatire  againfl  the  Francifcans; 
for  which,  however,  ere  he  would  venture  to  Lifbon,  John  had  piomifed 
kim  abfolute  indemnity.  John,  with  much  difficulty,  procured  his  releafe 
from  a  ioathfome  jail,  but  could  not  effecl  his  refloration  as  a  teacher.  He 
could  only  change  his  prifon  ;  for  Buchanan  was  fent  to  a  monaflery,  to  be 
injlrucled  by  the  monks,  the  men  of  letters  patronifed  by  Henry.  Thefe  are 
thus  charatterifed  by  their  pupil  Buchanan, — nee  mbvmanis,  nee  mails,  fed  omnis 
relrgionis  ignaris.  "  Not  uncivilized,  not  flagitious,  but  ignorant  of  every 
religion."  A  fatyrical  negative  compliment,  followed  by  a  charge  of  grofs 
barbarifm.  In  this  confinement,  Buchanan  wrote  his  elegant  verfion  of 
the  pfakns.  Camoens,  about  the  fame  time,  failed  for  India.  The  blefled 
effects  of  the  fpirit  which  perfecuted  fuch  men,  are  well  exprefTed  in  the 
proverb,  A  Spaniard,  ftript  of  all  his  virtues,  makes  a  good  Portuguefe. 
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grateful  Indian,  a  native  of  Java,  who,  according  to  fome 
writers,  faved  his  matter's  life  in  the  unhappy  fhipwreck 
where  he  loft  his  effects,  begged  in  the  ftreets  of  Lifbon 
for  the  only  man  in  Portugal  on  whom  God  had  beftowed 
thofe  talents,  which  have  a  tendency  to  erect  the  fpirit  of 
a  downward  age.  To  the  eye  of  a  careful  obferver,  the  fate 
of  Camoens  throws  great  light  on  that  of  his  country,  and 
will  appear  ftrictly  connected  with  it.    The  fame  ignorance, 
the  fame  degenerated  fpirit,    which  fuffered  Camoens  to 
depend  on  his  fhare  of  the  alms  begged  in  the  ftreets  by  his 
old  hoary  fervant,  the  fame  fpirit  which  caufed  this,  funk 
the  kingdom  of  Portugal  into  the  moft  abject  vafTalage  ever 
experienced  by  a  conquered  nation.    While  the  grandees  of 
Portugal  were  blind  to  the  ruin  which  impended  over  them, 
Camoens  beheld  it  with  a  pungency   of  grief  which  has- 
tened his  exit.    In  one  of  his  letters  he  has  thefe  remarkable 
words,  "  Em  Jim  accabcrey  a  vida,  e  verram  tedos  que  Jiiy 
afeicoada  a  minho  patria,  £cc."  "  I  am  ending  the  courfe  of 
my  life,  the  world  will  witnefs  how  I  have  loved  my  coun- 
try.    I  have  returned,  not  only  to  die  in  her  bofom,  but 
to  die  with  her."    In  another  letter,  written  a  little  before 
his  death,  he  thus,  yet  with  dignity,  complains :  "  Who  has 
feen,  on  fo  fmall  a  theatre  as  my  poor  bed,  fuch  a  reprefen- 
tion  of  the  difappointments   of  fortune  ?       And   I,  as  if 
fhe  could  not  herfelf  fubdue  me,  I  have  yielded  and  be- 
come of  her  party ;  for  it  were  wild  audacity  to  hope  to 
farmount  fuch  accumulated  evils." 


In 
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In  this  unhappy  iituation,  in  1579,  in  his  iixty-fecond 
year,  the  year  after  the  fatal  defeat  of  Don  Sebaftian,  died 
Luis  de  Camoens,  the  greateft  literary  genius  ever  produ- 
ced by  Portugal  j  in  martial  courage,  and  fpirit  of  honour, 
nothing  inferior  to  her  greateft  heroes.  And  in  a  manner 
iuitable  to  the  poverty  in  which  he  died  was  he  buried. 
Soon  after,  however,  many  epitaphs  honoured  his  memo- 
ry ;  the  greatnefs  of  his  merit  was  univerfally  confelTed, 
and  his  Lufiad  was  tranflated  into  various  languages*.  Nor 
ought  it  to  be  omitted,  that  the  man  fo  miferably  neglect- 
ed by  the  weak  king  Henry,  was  earneftly  enquired  after 
by  Philip  of  Spain,  when  he  affumed  the  crown  of  Lifbon. 
"When  Philip  heard  that  Camoens  was  dead,  both  his  words 
and  his  countenance  expreiTed  his  difappointment  and  grief. 

From  the  whole  tenor  of  his  life,  and  from  that  fpirit 
which  glows  throughout  the  Lufiad,  it  evidently  appears 
that  the  courage  and  manners  of  Camoens  flowed  from 
true  greatnefs  and  dignity  of  foul.     Tho'  his  polifhed  con- 

verfation 

rding  to  GeJron,  a  flcond  edition  of  the  Lufiad  appeared  in  the 
year  with  the  fir  It.  There  are  two  Italian  and  four  Spanifh  tranflati- 
ons  of  it.  An  hundred  years  before  Camera's  verfion,  it  appeared  in 
French.  Thomas  de  Faria,  bilhop  cf  Taiga  in  Africa,  tranflated  it  into 
Latin,  and  printed  it  without  cither  his  own  or  the  name  of  Camoens  :  a 
,  but  vain,  attempt  to  pafshis  verfion  upon  the  public  as  an  original, 
f.c  P.  Niceron  fays,  there  were  two  other  Latin  translations.  It  is  tranf- 
lated alfo  into  Hebrew,  with  great  elegance  and  fpirit,  by  one  Luzzetto,  a 
learned  and  ingenious  Jew,  author  of  feveral  poems  in  that  language,  and 
who,  about  thirtv  years  ago,  died  in  the  Holy  Land. 
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verfation  ^  was  often  courted  by  the  great,  he  appears  fo 
dlftant  from  fervility,  that  his  imprudence  in  this  refpecr 
is  by  fome  highly  blamed.  Yet  the  inftances  of  it  by  no 
means  deferve  that  feverity  of  cenfure  with  which  fome 
writers  have  condemned  him.  Unconfcious  of  the  feelings 
of  a  Camoens,  they  knew  not  that  a  carelefTnefs  in  fecuring 
the  fmiles  of  fortune,  and  an  open  honefty  of  indignation, 
are  almoft  infeparable  from  the  enthufiafm  of  fine  imagi- 
nation. The  truth  is,  the  man  poiTelTed  of  true  genius 
feels  his  greateft  happinefs  in  the  purfuits  and  excurfions 
of  the  mind,  and  therefore  makes  an  eftimate  of  things 
very  different  from  that  of  him  whofe  unremitting  atten- 
tion is  devoted  to  his  external  intereft.  The  profufion  of 
Camoens  is  alfo  cenfured.  Had  he  diffipated  the  wealth 
he  acquired  at  Macao,  his  profufion  indeed  had  been  cri- 
minal ;  but  it  does  not  appear  that  he  ever  enjoyed  anv 
other  opportunity  of  acquiring  independence.  But  Ca- 
moens 

Camoens  has  not  elcaped  the  fate  of  other  eminent  wits.  Their  igno- 
rant admirers  contrive  anecdotes  of  their  humour,  which  in  reality  dif^race 
them.  Camoens,  it  is  faid,  one  day  heard  a  potter  finging  feme  of  his 
verfes  in  a  miferable  mangled  manner,  and  by  way  of  retaliation,  broke  a 
parcel  of  his  earthen  ware.  "  Friend,  faid  he,  you  deftroy  my  verfes,  and  I 
deflroy  your  goods."  The  fame  foolilh  ftory  is  told  of  Ariofto :  nay,  w. 
are  even  informed,  that  Rinaldo's  fpeech  to  his  horfe,  in  the  firll  book, 

Ferma   Baiurdo  mio,    8cc. 
was  the  pafTage  miftuned  ;  the  injured  poet  replied,  "  I  have  only  broken  a 
'few  bafe  pots  of  thine,  not  worth  a  groat;   but  thou  liaft  murdered  a  fine 
:<  flanza  of  mine,  worth  a  mark  of  gold."     Lut  both  lliefe  filly  tales  are 
borrowed  fjom  Plutarch's  lifeof  Arcefilaus,  where  the  fame  dull  hnmoi 
told  of  Philoxenus.  "  He  heard  fome  brickmakcrs  iniitune  cne  of  his  (■• 
"  and  in  return  he  deftroved  a  number  of  their  bricks." 
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moens  was  unfortunate,  and  the  unfortunate  man  is  viewed 

through  the  dim  fhade  his  fate  cafts  o'er  him  : 


A  fhade  that  fpreads  its  evening  darknefs  o'er 
His  brighteft  virtues,  while  it  fhews  his  foibles 
Crowding  and  obvious  as  the  mignight  ftars, 
Which  in  the  funfhine  of  profp&rity 
Never  had  been  defcried 

Yet,  after  the  ftricteft  difcuffion,  when  all  the  caufes  are 
weighed  together,  the  misfortunes  of  Camoens  will  appear 
the  fault  and  difgrace  of  his  age  and  country,  and  not  of 
the  man.  His  talents  would  have  fecured  him  an  apart- 
ment in  the  palace  of  Auguftus,  but  fuch  talents  are  a  curfe 
to  their  poffeflor  in  an  illiterate  nation.  In  a  beautiful  di- 
greffive  exclamation,  at  the  end  of  the  fifth  Lufiad,  he 
gives  us  a  ftriking  view  of  the  neglect  which  he  experienc- 
ed. Having  mentioned  how  the  greateft  heroes  of  anti- 
quity revered  and  cherifhed  the  Mufe,  he  thus  characleri- 
fes  the  nobility  of  his  own  age  and  country : 

Alas  !  on  Tago's  haplefs  fhores  alone 

The  Mufe  is  flighted,  and  her  charms  unknown. 

For  this,  no  Virgil  here  attunes  the  lyre, 

No  Homer  here  awakes  the  hero's  fire. 

Unheard,  in  vain  their  native  poet  fings, 

And  cold  neglect  weighs  down  the  Mufe's  wings. 

And 
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And  what  particularly  feems  to  have  touched  him 

Even  he  whole  veins  the  blood  of  Gama  warms  * 
Walks  by,  unconfcious  of  the  Mufe's  charms : 

For 

*  The  political  evils  impending  over  his  country,  which  Camoens  almcft 
alone  forefaw,  gave  not,  in  their  fulfilment,  a  ftronger  proof  of  his  fuperior 
abilities,  than  his  prophecy  of  Don  Francifco  de  Gama — 

Nem  as  Filhas  do  Tejo,  que  deixajjem 
As  itllas  douro  Ji no,  e  que  o  cantajfem. 

.\~yn?fh  of  Tagus  Jhall  leave  her  golden  embroidered  web,  and  fing  of  him—-' 
affords  of  his  knowledge  of  men.  Camoens  was  fuperior  to  a  mean  refent- 
ment ;  he  mofl  undoubtedly  perceived  that  ignorance,  unmanly  arrogance, 
and  infignificance  of  abilities,  which  18,  and  38  years  after  his  death,  dif- 
graced  the  two  viceroyalties  of  his  hero's  grandfon.  Juftice  to  the  memory 
of  Camoens,  and  even  to  the  caufe  of  polite  literature  itfelf,  requires  fome 
fliort  account  of  this  nobleman,  who  appears  to  have  treated  our  author 
with  the  moft  mortifying  neglecl.  He  was  named  Don  Francifco  de  Gama, 
Count  de  Vidigueyra.  Facts  will  heft  give  his  character  :  He  had  not  one  idea, 
thatthe  elegant  writer  who  immortalized  his  anceftor  had  the  leaf!  title  to 
his  countenance.  Several  years  after  the  death  of  Camoens,  he  was  mrule 
viceroy  of  India,  by  the  king  of  Spain.  Here  he  carried  himfelf  with  fuch 
flate,  fays  Faria,  that  he  was  hated  by  all  men.  When  he  entered  upon  his 
government,  he  bellowed  every  place  in  his  gift  upon  his  parafites,  who 
puLlicly  fold  them  to  the  bed  bidders.  And  though  Cunnale,  the  pirate, 
who  had  difgiacefully  defeated  Don  Luis  de  Gama,  the  viceroy's  brother, 
had  furrendered  upon  the  fole  condition  of  life,  to  the  brave  Furtado,  Cun- 
nale, his  nephew  Cinale,  and  40  Moors  of  rank,  were  brought  to  Goa.  But 
the  Moors  were  no  fooner  landed,  than  the  lawlefs  rabble  tore  them  in 
pieces,  and  Cunnale  and  his  nephew  were  publickly  beheaded,  by  on' 
the  viceroy.  And  thus,  fays  Faria,  government  and  the  rabble  went  hand 
in  hand  in  murder  and  the  breach  of  faith.  Over  the  principal  ga 
Goa  flood  a  marble  ftatue  of  Vafco  de  Gama.  This,  in  hatred  of  the  grand- 
fon, the  enraged  inhabitants  broke  down,  in  the  night,  and  in  the  morn- 
ing the  quarters  were  found  gibbeted  in  the  mofl  public  parts  of  the  city. 
And  thus  the  man  who  defpifed  the  wreath  with  which  Camoens  cro 
his  grandfather,  brought  that  grandfather's  effigies  to  the  deepeft  infult 
■which  can  be  offered  to  the  memory  of  the  deceafed.  Nor  were  his  own 
effigies  happier.     On  his  recall  to  Europe,  the  firft  object  that  (truck  him, 
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Eor  him  no  Mufe  fhall  leave  her  golden  loom, 
No  palm  fhall  bloflbm,  and  no  wreath  fhall  bloom. 
Yet  fhall  my  labours  and  my  cares  be  paid 
By  fame  immortal 

In  fuch  an  age,  and  among  fuch  barbarous  nobility,  what 
but  wretched  neglect  could  be  the  fate  of  a  Camoens !  After 
all,  however,  if  he  was  imprudent  on  his  firfr.  appearance 
at  the  court  of  John  III.  if  the  honefty  of  his  indignation 
led  him  into  great  imprudence,  as  certainly  it  did,  when  at 
Goa  he  fatirifed  the  viceroy  and  the  firft  Goths  in  power  ; 
yet  let  it  alfo  be  remembered,  that  "  The  gifts  of  imagina- 
"  tion  bring  the  heavier!:  talk  upon  the  vigilance  of  reafon ; 
"  and  to  bear  thofe  faculties  with  unerring  rectitude  or  in- 
"  variable  propriety,  requires  a  degree  of  firmnefs  and  of 
"  cool  attention,  which  doth  not  always  attend  the  higher 
"  gifts  of  the  mind.  Yet  difficult  as  nature  herfelf  feems 
'«  to  have  rendered  the  talk  of  regularity  to  genius,  it  is  the 
"  fupreme  confolation  of  dulnefs  and  of  folly  to  point  with 
"  Gothic  triumph  to  thofe  excefies  which  are  the  overfiow- 

'*  ings 

when  he  went  on  board  the  fliip  appointed  to  cany  him,  was  a  figure  hang- 
ing by  the  neck  at  the  yard  arm,  exactly  like  himfelf  in  feature  and  habit. 
He  afked  what  it  meant ;  and  was  refolutely  anfwered,  It  rcprefenls  You, 
and  tbefe  are  the  men  ivho  hung  it  up.  Nor  muft  another  infult  be  omitted. 
After  being  a  few  days  at  fca,  he  was  neceflitated  to  return  to  the  port  from, 
whence  he  had  failed,  for  frefti  provifions,  foi  all  his  iive-ftock,  it  was  found, 
was  poifoned.  After  his  return  to  Europe,  he  ufed  all  his  intereft  to  be 
reinftated  in  India,  which,  in  his  old  days,  after  twenty  years  felicitation 
at  the  court  of  Madrid,  he  at  laft  obtained.  His  fecond  government,  is 
wrapped  in  much  obfeurity,  and  is  diftinguifhed  by  no  important  a£tion  or 
event. 
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w  ings  of  faculties  they  never  enjoyed.  Perfectly  uncon- 
"  fcious  that  they  are  indebted  to  their  ftupidity  for  the  con- 
•*  fiftency  of  their  conduct,  they  plume  themfelves  on  an 
"  imaginary  virtue,  which  has  its  origin  in  what  is  really 
"  their  difgrace. — Let  fuch,  if  fuch  dare  approach  the 
<c  fhrine  of  Camoens,  withdraw  to  a  refpectful  diftance  ;  and 
c<  fhould  they  behold  the  ruins  of  genius,  or  the  weaknefs 
**  of  an  exalted  mind,  let  them  be  taught  to  lament,  that 
<f  nature  has  left  the  nobleft  of  her  works  imperfect  || ." 

And  Poetry  is  not  only  the  nobleir,  but  alfo  not  the  leaft 
ufeful,  if  civilization  of  manners  be  of  advantage  to  man- 
kind. No  moral  truth  may  be  more  certainly  demonftrated, 
than  that  a  Virgil  or  a  Milton  are  not  only  the  firft  orna- 
ments of  a  ftate,  but  alfo  of  the  firft  confequence,  if  the 
laft  refinement  of  the  mental  powers  be  of  importance. 
Strange  as  this  might  appear  to  a  f  Burleigh  or  a  Locke, 

vol.  i.  S  it 

||  This  paflage  in  inverted  commas  is  cited,  with  the  alteration  of  the 
name  only,  from  Dr.  Langhorne's  account  of  the  life  of  William  Collins. 

\  Burleigh,  though  an  able  politician,  and  deep  in  ftate  intrigue,  had  no 
idea,  that  to  introduce  polite  literature  into  the  vernacular  tongue,  was  of 
any  benefit  to  a  nation  ;  though  her  vernacular  literature  was  the  glory  of 
Rome  when  at  the  height  of  empire,  and  though  empire  fell  with  its  declen- 
fion.  Spenfer,the  man  who  greatly  conduced  to  refine  the  Englilh  Mules, 
was  by  Burleigh  efteemed  a  ballad-maker,  unworthy  of  regard.  Yet  thft 
Englifh  polite  literature,  lb  greatly  indebted  to  Spenfer,  is  at  this  day,  in  the 
efleem  which  it  commands  abroad,  of  more  real  fervice  to  England,  than  all 
the  reputation  or  intrigues  of  Eurleigh.  And  ten  thoufand  Buileighs,  ac- 
cording to  Sir  W.  Temple,  are  born  for  one  Spenier.  Ten  thoufand  are 
born,  fays  Sir  William,  with  abilities  requifite  to  form  a  great  Statefman, 
for  one  who  is  born  with  the  talents  or  genius  oi  a  great  Poit.      Locke's 

ideas 
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it   is    philofophically   accounted    for    by    Bacon ;     nor  i? 
Locke's   opinion  either  inexplicable  or  irrefutable.     The 

great 


ideas  of  poetry  are  accounted  for  in  one  fliort  fentence  :  He  knew  no- 
thing aSout  the  matter.  An  extract  from  his  correfpondence  with 
Mr.  Molyneux,  and  a  citation  from  one  of  his' treatifes,  (hall  demonftrate 
the  truth  of  thisaflertion. 

Molyneux  writes  to  Locke  : 
"  Mr.  Churchill  favoured  mc  with  the  prefent  of  Sir  R.  Blackmore's  K. 
Arthur.  I  had  read  Pr.  Arthur  before,  and  read  it  with  admiration,  which 
it  not  at  all  lellened  by  this  fecond  piece.  All  our  Englifi  poets  (except  Mil- 
ton) have  been  mere  balhd-makers  in  comparifun  to  him.  Upon  the  publication 
of  his  firft  poem,  I  intimated  to  him,  through  Mr.  Churchill's  hands,  how 
excellently  I  thought  he  might  perform  a  philosophic  poem,  from  many 
touches  he  gave  in  his  Pr.  Arthur,  particularly  from  Mopas's  fong.  And 
I  perceive  by  his  preface  to  K.  Arthur  he  has  had  the  like  intimations  from 
others,  but.  rejects  them,  as  being  an  enemy  to  all  philofophic  hypothefes." 

Mr.  Locke  anfwers  : 
"  I  (hall,    when    1  fee  Sir  R.  Blackmore,  difcourfe  him    as  you  defirc 
There   is,  I  with    pleafure  find,  a  ftrange  harmony  throughout,  between 
your  thoughts  and  mine." 

Molyneux  replies  : 

"  I  perceive  you  are  fo  happy  as  to  be  acquainted  with  Sir  Rich.  Black- 
more  ;  he  is  an  extraordinary  perfon,  and  I  admire  his  two  prefaces  as 
much  as  I  do  any  parts  of  his  books  :   The  firft,   wherein  he  expofes  "  the 

licentionfnefs  and  immorality  of  our  late  poetry,"  is  incompzsrable ;  and 
the  fecond,  wherein  he  profecutes  the  fame  fubject,  and  delivers  his  thoughts 
concerning  hypothefes,  is  no  lefs  judicious ;  and  I  am  wholly  of  his  opinion 
relating  to  the  latter.  However,  the  hiftory  and  phenomena  of  nature  we 
may  venture  at ;  and  this  is  what  I  propofe  to  be  the  fubject.  of  a  philofo- 
phic poem.  Sir  R.  Blackmore  has  exquifite  touches  of  this  kind,  difperfed 
in  many  places  of  his  books;  (to  pafs  over  Mopas's  fong)  I'll  inflance  one 
particular  in  the  molt  profound  (peculations  of  Mr.  Newton's  philofophy, 
thus  curioufly  touched  in  King  Arthur,  Book  IX.  p.  243. 

Tbt 
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great  genius  of  Ariftotle,  and  that  of  his  great  refembler, 
Sir  Francis  Bacon,  faw  deeper  into  the  true  fpirit  of  poe- 

S  2  try 


The  con  deflations  fhine  at  his  command, 
He  form'd  their  radiant  orbs,  and  with  his  hand 
He  weigh'd,  and  put  them  off  with  fuch  a  force 
As  might  preferve  an  everlafliug  coutfe  *. 

"  I  doubt  not  but  SirR.  Blackmore,  in  thefe  lines,  had  a  regard  to  the 
proportionment  of  the  projective  motion  of  the  vis  centripeta,  that  keeps 
the  planets  in  their  continued  courfes. 

"  I  have  by  me  fome  obfervations,  made  by  a  judicious  friend  of  mine, 
on  both  of  Sir  R.  Blackmore's  poems.  If  they  may  be  any  ways  acceptable 
to  Sir  R.  I  fhall  fend  them  to  you." 

Mr.  Locke  again  replies : 

"  Though  Sir  R.  B.'s  vein  in  poetry  be  what  every  body  mull  allow  him 
to  have  an  extraordinary  talent  in  ;  and  though,  with  you,  I  exceedingly 
valued  his  fir  ft  preface,  yet  I  muft  own  to  you,  there  was  nothing  that  I  fa 
much  admired  him  for,  as  for  what  he  fays  of  hypothefes  in  his  laft.  It 
feems  to  me  fo  right,  and  is  yet  fo  much  out  of  the  way  of  the  ordinary 
writers,  and  practitioners  in  that  faculty,  that  it  fnews  as  great  a  ftrength 
and  penetration  of  judgment  as  bis  poetry  bus  Jbetun  flights  of fanc\ ." 

As  the  befi  comment  on  this,  let  an  extract  from  Locke's  Eflay  on  Edu- 
cation fully  explain  his  ideas. 

"  If  he  have  a  poetic  vein,  'tis  to  me  the  ftrangeft  thing  in  the  world  that 
the  father  fnould  defire  or  Puffer  it  to  be  cherifned  or  improved.  Methinks 
the  parents  fhould  labour  to  have  it  ftifled  and  fupprefled  as  much  as  may  be  ; 
and  I  know  not  what  reafon  a  father  can  have  to  with  his  fon  a  poet,  who 
does  not  defire  to  have  him  bid  defiance  to  all  other  callings  or  bufinefs  ; 
which  is  not  yet  the  word  of  the  cafe  ;  for  if  he  proves  a  fuccefsful  rhymer, 
and  gets  once  the  reputation  of  a  wit,  I  defire  it  may  be  confidered,  what 
company  and  places  he  is  like  to  fpend  his  time  in,  nay,  and  eftatetoo;  for 
it  is  very  feldom  feen  that  any  one  difcovers  mines  of  gold  or  (ilver  in  Par- 
naflbs.  'Tis  a  pleafant  air,  but  barren  foil,  and  there  are  very  few  in  Pran- 
ces of  thofe  who  have  added  to  their  patrimony  by  any  thing  they  have 

reaped 

*  Thefe  lines,  however,  are  a  dull  wretched  paraphrafe  of  fome  parts  of 
the  Pfalms. 
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try  and  the  human  affections  than  a  Burleigh.  In  ancl- 
cient  Greece,  the  works  of  Homer  were  called  the  leflbn 

or 

reaped  from  thence.  Poetry  and  Gaming,  which  ufually  go  together,  are 
alike  in  this  too,  that  tiiey  feldom  bring  any  advantage  but  to  thofe  wha 
have  nothing  elfe  to  live  on.  Men  of  eflates  almoft  conftantly  go  away  lo- 
fers ;  and  'tis  well  if  they  efcape  at  a  cheaper  rate,  than  their  whole  eftates, 
or  the  grcateft  part  of  them.  If  therefore  you  would  not  have  your  fon  the 
fiddle  to  every  jovial  company,  without  whpm  the  fparks  could  not  rclilh 
their  wine,  nor  know  how  to  fpend  an  afternoon  idly;  if  you  would  noi 
have  him  walle  his  time  and  eftate  to  divert  others,  and  contemn  the  dirty 
acres  left  him  by  his  anceftors,  I  do  not  think  you  will  much  care  he  fhould 
be  a  poet." 

This  ignorance  of  poetry  is  even  worfe  than  the  Dutch  idea  of  it.  But 
this,  and  his  opinion  of  Blackmore,  fully  prove,  that  Locke,  however 
great  in  other  refpects,  knew  no  difference  between  a  Shakefpeare,  that 
unequalled  philosopher  of  the  paffions,  and  the  dulleit  Grub-ftreet  plodder; 
between  a  Milton  and  the  tavern  rhymers  of  the  days  of  the  fecond  Char- 
les. But  Milton's  knowledge  of  the  affections  discovered  in  the  cultivation 
of  the  Mufes  an  ufe  of  the  firfl'  importance.  A  tafte  formed  by  the  great 
poetry,  he  efteems  as  the  ultimate  refinement  of  the  understanding.  "  This 
(fays  he,  in  his  Tractate  on  the  Education  of  Youth)  would  make  them 
foon  perceive,  what  defpicable  creatures  our  common  rhymers  and  play 
writers  be  ;  and  fhew  them  what  religious,  what  glorious  and  magnificent  ufe 
might  be  made  of  poetry,  both  in  divine  and  human  things.  From  hence, 
and  not  till  now,  will  be  the  right  ieafon  of  forming  them  to  be  able  writers 
and  compofers  in  every  excellent  matter.  .  .  whether  they  be  to  fpeak  in 
parliament  or  council,  honour  and  attention  would  be  waiting  on  their  ips. 
There  would  then  alfo  appear  in  pulpits  other  vifages,  other  geftures,  and 

(luff  otherwife  wrought,  than  what  we  now  fit  under." Milton  evidently 

alludes  to  the  general  dulnefs  of  the  furious  Sectaries  of  his  own  time. 
The  furious  bigots  of  every  feet  have  been  as  remaikable  for  their  inelegance 
as  for  their  rage.  And  the  cultivation  of  polite  literature  has  ever  been 
found  the  belt  preventive  of  gloomy  enthufiafm,  and  religious  intolerance. 
In  Milton,  and  every  great  poet,  the  poet  and  fublime  philofopher  are  uni- 
ted, though  Milton  was  perhaps  the  only  man  of  his  age,  who  perceived 
this  union  or  lamenefs  of  character.  Lord  Clarendon  feems  to  have  confi- 
dered  poetry  merely  as  puerile  fing-long.  Waller,  he  fays,  addicted  him- 
fclf  to  poetry  at  thirty,  the  time  when  others  leave  it  off.     Nor  was  Char.- 
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or  philofophy  of  kings ;  and  Bacon  defcribes  the  effects  of 
poetry  in  the  moft  exalted  terms.  What  is  deficient  of 
perfection  in  hiftory  and  nature,  poetry  fupplies  ;  it  thus 
erects  the  mind,  and  confers  magnanimity,  morality,  and 
delight ;  "  and  therefore,  fays  he,  it  was  ever  thought  to 
have  fome  participation  of  divinenefs  %."  The  love  of  po- 
etry 

ics  I.  lefs  unhappy  in  his  eflimate  of  it.  In  the  dedication  of  Sir  John 
Denham's  works  to  Charles  II.  we  have  this  remarkable  pafiage  :  "  One 
"  morning,  waiting  upon  him  (Charles  I.)  at  Caufiam,  imiling  upon  me, 
"  he  faid  he  could  tell  me  fome  news  of  myfelf,  which  was  that  he  had  teen. 
*'  fome  verfes  of  mine  the  evening  before,  and  afldng  me  when  I  made 
"  them,  I  told  him  two  or  three  years  fince  ;  he  was  pleafed  to  fay,  that 
"  having  never  feen  them  before,  he  was  afraidl  had  written  them  fince  my 
"  return  into  England,  and  though  he  liked  them  well,  he  would  advife  m* 
«'  to  write  no  more,  alleging,  that  when  men  -are  young,  and  have  little  tlfc 
"  to  do,  they  might  vent  the  overflowings  of  their  fancy  that  way;  but  when 
"  they  were  thought  fit  for  moie  ftrious  employments,  if  they  frill  perfift- 
«  ed  in  that  courfe,  it  would  look  as  if  they  minded  not  the  way  to  any 
"  better."  Yet  this  monarch,  who  could  perceive  nothing  but  idle  puerility 
in  poetry,  was  the  zealous  patron  of  architecture,  fculpture,  and  painting; 
and  his  favourite,  the  duke  of  Buckingham,  laid  out  the  enormous  fum  of 
400,0001.  on  paintings  and  curiofities.  But  had  Charles's  bounty  given  a 
Shakefpeare  or  a  Milton  to  the  public,  he  would  have  done  his  kingdoms 
infinitely  more  fervice  than  if  he  had  imported  into  England  all  the  pic- 
tures and  all  the  antiques  in  the  world. 

The  reader  who  is  defirous  to  fee  a  'philofophical  character  of  the  natural 
and  acquired  qualifications  neceflary  to  form  a  great  poet,  will  find  it  delU 
neated,  in  a  mafterly  manner,  in  RaiTclas,  prince  of  Abyffipia,  an  Eaflern 
tale,  by  Dr.  Johnfon. 

i  His  hign  idea  of  poetry  is  thus  philofophically  explained  by  the  great 
Bacon  : 

"  So  likewife  I  finde,  fome  particular  writings  of  an  elegant  nature,  touch- 
ing fome  of  the  affections,  as  of  arger,  of  comfort,  upon  adverfc  cccidents,  of 
tenderneile  of  countenance,  and  other.  But  the  poets  aud  writers  of  hiflo- 
ries  are  the  beft  doctors  of  this  knowledge  ;  where  we  find  painted  forth 
with  the  life,  how  affections  are  kindled  and  incited,  and  how  pacified  and 
reflrained  :  andho,v  ag^ine  contained  from  act  and  farther  degree  :  how 

they 
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ctry  is  fo  natural  to  the  ftronger  affections,  that  the  moft 
barbarous  nations  delight  in  it.  And  always  it  is  found, 
that  as  the  rude  war  fong  and  eulogy  of  the  dead  hero  re- 
fine, the  manners  of  the  age  refine  alfo.  The  hiftory  of 
the  ftages  of  poetry  is  the  philofophical  hiftory  of  manners  ; 
the  only  hiftory  in  which,  with  certainty,  we  can  behold 
the  true  character  of  paft  ages.  True  civilization,  and  a 
humanifed  tafte  of  the  mental  pleafures,  are  therefore  fy- 
nonimous  terms.  And  raoft  certain  it  is,  where  feeling  and 
affection  refide  in  the  breaft,  thefe  muft  be  moft  forcibly 
kindled  and  called  into  action  by  the  animated  reprefenta- 

tions, 

they  difclofe  themfelves,  how  they  worke,  how  they  vary,  how  they  gather 
and  fortify,  how  they  are  inwrapped  one  within  another,  and  how  they  doe 
fight  and  encounter  one  with  another,  and  other  the  like  particularities; 
amongft  the  which  this  lafl  is  of  fpecial  ufe  in  moral  and  civile  matters." 

Here  poetry  is  ranked  with  hiftory  ;  in  the  following  its  effect  on  the 
paffions  is  preferred, 

"  The  ufe  of  this  fained  Hiftory  (Poetry)  hath  been  to  give  fome  fha- 
dovve  of  fatisfattion  to  the  mind  of  man  in  thofe  points  in  which  nature 
doth  deny  it :  the  world  being  in  proportion  inferior  to  the  foul:  By  reafon 
whereof  there  is  agreeable  to  the  fpirit  of  man  a  more  ample  greatnefle,  a 
more  exact  goodneiTe,  and  a  more  abfolute  variety  than  can  be  found  in  the 
nature  of  things.  Therefore,  becaufe  the  events  of  true  hiftory  have  not  that 
magnitude  which  fatisfieth  the  mind  of  man,  Poefyfayneth  ails  and  events 
greater  and  more  heroicall ;  becaufe  true  hiftory  propoundeth  the  fucceiTes 
and  iffues  of  actions  not  fo  agreeable  to  the  merits  of  virtue  and  vice  ;  there- 
fore Poefy  faynes  them  more  juit  in  retribution,  and  more  according  to  re- 
vealed Providence ;  becaufe  true  Hiflory  reprefenteth  actions  and  events 
more  ordinary  and  lefs  interchanged ;  therefore  Poefy  endueth  them  with 
more  rareneflc,  and  more  unexpected  and  alternative  variations.  So  then 
itappearcth  that  Poefy  ferveth  and  conferreth  to  magnanimity,  morality. 
And  delectation;  and  therefore  it  was  ever  thought  to  have  fome  participation 
of  divinenclTe,  becaufe  it  doth  raife  and  erect  the  mind,  by  fubmitting  the 
(hewes  of  things  to  the  defires  of  the  mind  ;  whereas  reafon  doth  humbly 
m\<1  bow  the  mind  unto  the  nature  of  things." 
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tions,  and  living  fire,  of  the  great  poetry.  Nor  may  Mil- 
ton's evidence  be  rejected,  for  though  a  poet  himfelf,  his 
judgment  is  founded  on  nature.  According  to  him,  a 
true  tafte  for  the  great  poetry  gives  a  refinement  and 
energy  to  all  other  ftudies,  and  is  of  the  laft  importance 
in  forming  the  fenator  and  the  gentleman.  That  the  po- 
etry of  Camoens  merits  this  high  character,  in  a  fingular 
manner,  he  that  reads  it  with  tafte  and  attention  rauft 
own :  A  DhTertation  on  it,  however,  is  the  duty  of  the 
■JYanflator — 


DISSERTATION' 


DISSERTATION  ON  THE  LUSIAD, 


AND 


OBSERVATIONS  UPON  EPIC  POETRY. 


V  OLTAIRE,  when  he  was  in  England,  previous  to 
the  publication  of  his  Henriade,  published  in  f  Engliih  an 
EfTay  on  the  Epic  Poetry  of  the  European  nations.    In  this 

he 

f  In  his  French  editions  of  this  EfTay,  he  has  made  various 
alterations,  at  different  times,  in  the  article  of  Camoens.  The 
original  Englifh,  however,  fhall  be  here  cited,  and  the  French 
alterations  attended  to  as  they  occur.  Nor  is  it  improper  to  pre- 
mife,  that  fome  moft  curious  falfities  will  be  detected  ;  the  grofs 
mifreprefentation  of  every  objection  refuted  ;  and  demonftration 
brought,  that  when  Voltaire  wrote  his  Englifh  Efliiy,  his  know- 
ledge of  the  Lufiad  was  entirely  borrowed  from  a  very  flight  ac- 
quaintance with  the  bald,  harfh,  unpoetical  verfion  of  Fanfhaw. 

«  While 
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he  highly  praifed  and  feverely  attacked  the  Lufiad.     Yet 
this  criticifm,  though    moft  fuperfkial  and  erroneous,  has 

been 

"  While  Triflino,  fays  Voltaire,  was  clearing  away  the  rub- 
bifh  in  Italy,  which  barbarity  and  ignorance  had  heaped  up  for 
ten  centuries,  in  the  way  of  the  arts  and  fciences,  Camouens  in 
Portugal  fleered  a  new  courfe,  and  acquired  a  reputation  which 
lafts  Hill  among  his  countrymen,  who  pay  as  much  refpect  to  his 
memory,  as  the  Englifli  to  Milton. 

**  He  was  a  ftrong  inftarice  of  the  irrefiftible  impulfe  of  nature, 
which  determines  a  true  genius  to  follow  the  bent  of  his  talents, 
in  fpight  of  all  the  obftacles  which  would  check  his  courfe. 

"  His  infancy  loft  amidft  the  idlenefs  and  ignorance  of  the 
court  of  Lilbon  ;  his  youth  fpent  in  romantic  loves,  or  in  the  war 
againft  the  Moors  ;  his  long  voyages  at  fea,  in  his  riper  years  ; 
his  misfortunes  at  court,  the  revolutions  of  his  country,  none  of 
all  thefe  could  fupprefs  his  genius. 

"  Emanuel  the  fecond  king  of  Portugal,  having  a  mind  to  find 
a  new  way  to  the  Eaft  Indies  by  the  ocean,  fent  Velafco  de  Gama 
with  a  fleet  in  the  year  1497,  to  that  undertaking,  which  being 
new,  was  accounted  ralh  and  impracticable,  and  which  of  courfe 
gained  him  a  great  reputation  when  it  fucceeded. 

"  Camouens  follow'd  Velafco  de  Gama  in  that  dangerous  voy- 
age, led  by  his  friendship  to  him,  and  by  a  noble  curiofity, 
which  feldom  fails  to  be  the  chara&er  of  men  born  with  a  great 
imagination. 

"  He  took  his  voyage  for  the  fubjecl  of  his  poem  ;  he  enjoy'd 
the  fenfiblepleafure,  which  nobody  had  known  before  him,  to  ce- 
lebrate his  friend,  and  the  things  he  was  an  eye-witnefs  of. 

«  He 
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been  generally  efteemei  throughout  Europe,  as  the  true 
chara&er  of  that  Poem.     The  great  objections  upon  which 

he 

'*  He  wrote  his  Poem,  part  on  the  Atlanric  Sea,  and  partly 
on  the  Indian  more.  I  ought  not  to  omit,  that  on  a  fhipwreck 
on  the  coafts  of  Malabar,  he  fwam  a  more,  holding  up  his  poem 
in  one  hand,  which  otherwife  had  been  perhaps  loft  for  ever. 

"  Such  a  new  fubjec"t,  managed  by  an  uncommon  genius,  could 
not  but  produce  a  fort  of  Epic  Poetry  unheard  of  before.  There 
no  bloody  wars  are  fought,  no  heroes  wounded  in  a  thoufand  dif- 
ferent ways  ;  no  woman  enticed  away,  and  the  world  overturn'd 
for  her  caufe  ;  no  empire  founded  ;  in  fhorr.,  nothing  of  what 
was  deem'd  before  the  only  fubject  of  poetry. 

"  The  Poet  conduces  the  Portuguefe  fleet  to  the  mouth  of  the 
Ganges,  round  the  coafts  of  Afric.  He  takes  notice  in  the 
way,  of  many  nations  who  live  upon  the  African  fhore.  He 
interweaves  artfully  the  hiftory  of  Portugal.  The  fimplicity  of  his 
fubject,  is  rais'd  by  fome  ficlions  of  different  kinds,  which  1  think 
not  improper  to  acquaint  the  Reader  with. 

"  When  the  fleet  in  failing  in  the  fight  of  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  call'd  then  the  Cape  of  the  Storms,  a  formidable  fhape 
appears  to  them,  walking  in  the  depth  of  the  fea  ;  his  head 
reaches  to  the  clouds,  the  ftorms,  the  winds,  the  thunders,  and 
the  lightnings  hang  about  him  ;  his  arms  are  extended  over  the 
waves.  'Tis  the  guardian  of  that  foreign  ocean  unplow'd  before 
by  any  fhip.  He  complains  of  being  oblig'd  to  fubmit  to  fate, 
and  to  the  audacious  undertaking  of  the  Portuguefe,  and  foretells 
them  ail  the  misfortune  which  they  muft  undergo  in  the  Indies. 
I  believe,  that  fuch  a  fidion  would  be  thought  noble  and  proper, 
in  all  ages,  and  in  all  nations. 

"  There 
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he  condemns  it,  are,  an  abfurd  mixture  of  Chriftian  and 
Pagan  mythology,  and  a  want  of  unity  in  the  action  and 

conduct. 

"  There  is  another,  which  perhaps  would  have  pleas'd  the  Ita- 
lians as  well  as  the  Portuguefe,  but  no  other  nation  befides  :  It 
is  the  inchanted  ifland,  call'd  the  Ifland  of  Blifs,  which  the  fleet 
finds  in  her  way  home,  jufr.  riling  from  the  fea,  for  their  comfort 
and  for  their  reward  :  Camouens  defcribes  that  place,  as  Taflb 
did  fome  years  after,  his  ifland  of  Armida.  There  a  fupernatural 
power,  brings  in  all  the  beauties,  and  prefents  all  the  pleafures 
which  nature  can  afford,  and  which  the  heart  may  wifh  for  ;  a 
Goddefs  enamour'd  with  Velafco  de  Gama,  carries  him  to  the 
top  of  an  high  mountain,  from  whence  fhe  fhews  him  all  the 
kingdoms  of  the  earth,   and  foretells  the  fate  of  Portugal. 

"  After  Camouens  hath  given  loofe  to  his  fancy,  in  the  lafci- 
vious  defcription  of  the  pleafures  which  Gama  and  his  crew  en- 
joy'd  in  the  ifland,  he  takes  care  to  inform  the  Reader,  that  he 
ought  to  underfland  by  this  fiction,  nothing  but  the  fatisfaction 
which  the  virtuous  man  feels,  and  the  glory  which  accrues  to  him 
by  the  practice  of  virtue  ;  but  the  belt  excufe  for  fuch  an  inven- 
tion, is,  the  charming  ftile  in  which  it  is  deliver'd  (if  we  be- 
lieve the  Portuguefe)  for  the  beauty  of  the  elocution  makes  fome- 
times  amends  for  the  faults  of  the  poets,  as  the  colouring  of  Ru- 
bens makes  fome  defects  in  his  figures  pafs  unregarded. 

"  There  is  another  kind  of  machinery  continued  throughout  alj 
the  Poem,  which  nothing  can  excufe,  in  any  country  whatever  } 
'tis  an  unjudicious  mixture  of  the  Heathen  Gods  with  our  Religi- 
on. Gama  in  a  ftorm  addreffes  his  prayers  to  Chrift,  but  it's 
Venus  who  comes  to  his  relief;  the  heroes  are  chriftians,  and  the 
poet  heathen.  The  main  defign  which  the  Portuguefe  are  fuppos'd 
to  have  (next  to  promoting  their  trade)  is  to  propagate  Chriftia- 

nityj 
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conduct.  For  the  mixture  of  mythology,  a  defence  mall 
be  offered,  and  the  wild  exaggerations  of  Voltaire  expofed. 
And  an  examen  of  the  conduct  of  the  Lufiad  will  clearly 
evince,  that  the  Eneid  itfelf  is  not  more  perfect  in  that 
connection,  which  is  requifite  to  form  One  whole,  accord- 
ing to  the  ftricleft  rules  of  Epic  Unity. 

The 

nity;  yet  Jupiter,  Bacchus,  and  Venus,  have  in  their  hands  all 
the  management  of  the  voyage.  So  incongruous  a  machinery* 
cafts  a  blemifh  upon  the  whole  Poem  ;  yet  mews  at  the  fame  time, 
how  prevailing  are  its  beauties,  fince  the  Portuguefe  like  it  with 
all  its  faults. 

"  Camouens  hath  a  great  deal  of  true  wit,  and  not  a  little 
fhare  of  falfe  ;  his  imagination  hurries  him  into  great  abfurdities. 
I  remember,  that  after  Velafco  de  Gama,  hath  related  his  adven- 
tures to  the  king  of  Melinda,  now,  fays  he,  O  king,  judge  if 
UlyrTes,  and  iEneas,  have  travell'd  fo  far,  and  undergone  fo  many 
hardfhips.  As  if  that  barbarous  African  was  acquainted  with 
Homer  and  Virgil. 

"  His  poem,  in  my  opinion,  is  full  of  numberlefs  faults  and 
beauties,  thick  fown  near  one  another  ;  and  almoft  in  every  page 
there  is  fomething  to  laugh  at,  and  fomething  to  be  delighted 
with.  Among  his  moft  lucky  thoughts,  I  muft  take  notice  of 
two,  for  the  likenefs  which  they  bear  to  two  moft  celebrated  paf- 
fages  of  Waller,  and  Sir  John  Denham. 

"  Waller  fays,  in  his  Epiftle  to  Zelinda ; 

Thy  matchlefs  form  will  credit  bring, 
To  all  the  wonders  1  can  Cmg. 

"  Camoueri* 
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The  term  Epopoeia  is  derived  from  the  Greek  "e^c,  di/~ 
eourfe,  and  hence  the  Epic,  may  be  rendered  the  narrative 

poem. 

"  Camouens  fays,  in  fpeaking  of  the  voyages  of  the  Argonau- 
tes,  and  of  UlyfTes,  that  the  undertakings  of  the  Portuguefe  (hall 
give  credit  to  all  thofe  fables,  infurpafling  them. 

"  Sir  John  Denham,  in  his  Poem  on  Cooper's  Hill,  fays  to 
the  Thames ; 

O  could  I  flow  like  thee,  and  make  thy  ftrearr, 
My  great  example,  as  it  is  my  theme  ; 
Tho'  deep,  yet  clear,  tho'  gentle,  yet  not  dull, 
Strong  without  rage,  without  o'erflowing  full. 

"  Camouens  addreffes  the  Nymphs  of  Tagus  in  the  like  maa- 
ner ;  "  O  Nymphs,  if  ever  I  fung  of  you,  infpire  me  now  with 
new  and  ftrong  lays  ;  let  my  ftile  flow  like  your  waves  ;  let  it  be 
deep  and  clear,  as  your  waters,   &c." 

Such  is  the  original  criticifm  of  Voltaire  on  the  Lufiad.  And 
never,  perhaps,  was  there  fuch  a  random  reverie,  fuch  a  mafs  of 
mifreprefentations  and  falfities  as  the  whole  of  it  exhibits.  The 
moil  excufable  parts  of  it  are  fuperficial  in  the  higheft  degree. 
Both  the  poet  and  the  hero  are  mifnamed  by  him.  The  name  of 
the  hero  has  been  corrected,  that  of  Camouens  remains  ft  111  in 
Voltaire,  the  only  author  who  ever  fpelled  it  in  this  manner. — 
There  never  was  an  Emmanuel  the  fecond  of  Portugal.  Camoens 
was  not  fhipwrecked  on  the  coaft  of  Malabar,  but  on  the  river 
Mecon  in  Cochin-China.  "  That  Gama  went  a  new  way  to  the 
Eaft  Indies  by  the  ocean,"  though  corrected  in  the  edition  of 
1768,  affords  a  moft  ftriking  proof  of  Voltaire's  very  carelefs 
perufal  of  the  Lufiad,  at  the  time  when  he  firft  prefumed  to  con- 
demn it.     For  it  is  often  repeated  in  the  poem,  that  there  was 

na 


:-*• 
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poem.  Inthefull  latitude  of  this  definition,  fome  Italian  critics 
have  contended,  that  the  poems  of  Dante  and  Ariofto  were 
Epic.  But  th-\e  confift  of  various  detached  actions,  which 
do  not  constitute  one  whole.  In  this  manner  Telemachus 
and  the  Faerie  Queene  are  alfo  Epic  poems.  A  definition 
more  reftricted,  however,  a  definition  defcriptive  of  the 

nobleft 

no  way  to  India  by  the  ocean  before.  That  the  infancy  of  Ca« 
moens  was  lojl  amidjl  the  idlenefs  and  ignorance  of  the  court  of  Li/bon% 
is  certainly  falfe.  His  youth  could  not  have  been  fpent  in  idlenefs 
or  ignorance,  for  his  works  difplay  a  mofl  mafterly  accuracy  in 
every  branch  of  ancient  literature. 

Though  Voltaire  has  corrected  his  error  in  fending  Camoens 
to  the  Eafr.  Indies  along  with  Gama,  fuch  an  original  unparallel- 
ed romance  ought  to  be  recorded.  Gama  failed  on  the  difcovery 
of  India  in  1497.  Camoens  was  born  in  1517,  and  was  not  fe- 
ven  years  of  age  when  Gama  died.  Thefe  fads  were  immediately 
objected  to  Voltaire,  but,  at  firft,  he  would  not  yield.  Contrary 
to  the  teftimony  of  Camoens  himfelf,  and  every  circumftance  of 
his  life,  an  *  hypothefis  muft  defend  this  favourite  fuppofition. 
In  his  Amfterdam  edition  of  1738,  Voltaire  boldly   aflerts  that 

Camoens 

*  This  honejl  hypothefis,  which  makes  Camoens  a  Spaniard,  is  of  a  piece 
with  another  of  the  fame  ingenious  Author.  In  Lis  unhappy  f  Efiay  on 
Epic  Poetry,  he  aiTerted,that  Milton  built  his  Paradife  Lo/t  upon  an  Italian 
Comedy,  written  by  one  Andreino.  This  was  immediately  denied,  and 
even  fome  Italian  Literati  declared,  that  no  fuch  Author  of  Comedy  was 
known  in  Italy.  Voltaire,  however,  would  not  yield,  and  very  gravely  he 
tells  the  readfj(  «  Iln'e/l  pas  ctmnant — it  is  not  at  all  aflonifhing,  that  hav- 
ing carefully  li_arched  in  England  for  whatever  related  to  that  great  man 
(Milton)  I  fhould  difcover  circum fiances  of  his  life,  of  which  the  public  were 
ignorant." — This,  therefore,  is  the  authority  from  which  we  are  to  believe 

that 

f  Yet,  in  the  fame  Efiay,  he  gives  a  true  Voltairifm  ;  he  condemns  this 
very  afiertion  :  talking   of  the  plagiaries  afcribed  to  Virgil,  "  All  that," 

fays  he,  "  ought  to  be  flatly  denied 'Tis  jufl  as  fome  people  fay  Mikon 

"  hath  ftolen  his  poem  from,  an  Italian  ftroller  call'd  Andreino" 
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nobleft  fpecies  of  poetry,  has  been  given  by  Ariftotle  ;  and 
the  greateft  critics  have  followed  him,  in  appropriating  to 
this  fpecies  the  term  of  Epopceia,  or  Epic.    -The  fubject  of 

the 

Camoens  was  a  Spaniard,  born  in  the  reign  of  Ferdinand  and 
Ifabel,  that  he  came  to  Lifbon  in  the  firft  year  of  Emmanuel, 
and  was  in  intimate  friendfhip  with  Gama,  whom  he  accompani- 
ed in  his  firft  voyage.  Certain  it  is,  however,  by  the  archives 
of  Portugal,  that  Camoens  was  in  the  Eaft  about  feventy-two 
years  after  this  voyage  ;  and  that,  according  to  this  hypotheiis  of 
Voltaire,  he  muft  have  been  near  an  hundred  years  old  when  he 
publifhed  his  Lufiad.  Voltaire,  however,  at  laft,  confeffes  that 
Camoens  did  not  accompany  Gama.  Yet  fuch  is  his  accuracy, 
that  even  in  the  edition  of  1768,  in  an  efTay  which  he  calls  Idee 
de  le  Henriade,  a  few  pages  before  this  confeffion,  the  old  alfertion 
is  ftill  retained.  "  Le  Camouens,  qui  ejl  le  Vergile  de  Portugal*  a 
celebre  nn  evenement  dont  il  evait  ete  temoin  lui-meme.  Camouens, 
the  Portuguefe  Virgil,  has  celebrated  an  event  of  which  he  him- 
felf  had  been  witnefs." 

No  anecdotes  ever  threw  more  light  upon  a  character  than 
thefe  throw  upon  that  of  Voltaire.  The  alfertion  that  the  Epic 
Poet  enjoyed the  fenfible  pleafure,  which  nobody  had  known  before  him, 
to  celebrate  his  friend  and  the  things   he  ivas  an  eye-witnefs  of,  can 

only 


that  Milton  borrowed  his  Paradife  Loft  from  a  Comedy  which  nobody  ever 
law.  From  the  lame  researches  in  England,  Voltaire  alfo  learned  other 
circum fiances,  of  which  the  public  were  totally  ignorant.  The  writing  by 
which  Milton  fold  his  Paradife  Loft  to  one  Simmonds,  a  BooVellcr,  is  ftill 
extant.  But  Voltaire  difcovered,  that  he  fold  it  to  Tompfon  for  thirty  Pif- 
toles,  "  enjin  Tompfon  lui  donna  trente  pijio!,-  de  cet  owurage."  Lord  Somers 
and  Dr.  Atterbury,  he  adds,  refolving  that  England  fhould  have  an  Epic 
Poem,  prevailed  on  the  heirs  of  Tompfon  (He  means  Ton/on,  perhaps)  to 
print  a  fplendid  edition  of  it.  And  Addifon  wrote,  fays  he,  and  the  Englifh 
were  perfuaded,   that  they  had  an  Epic  Poem." 
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the  Epopoeia,  according  to  that  great  father  of  criticifm, 
muft  be  One.     One  aflion  muft  be  invariably  purfued,  and 

heightened 

only  be  accounted  for  by  the  fuppofition,  that  Voltaire  was  pleafed 
with  the  idea,  and  in  a  little  time  miftook  his  ftrong  impreilion 
for  the  remembrance  of  a  fact.  The  laboured  abfurd  hypothefis, 
which  would  defend  this  fanciful  error,  cannot  be  placed  in  fo 
fair  a  light.  And  the  error  confeffed,  and  Hill  retained,  is  a  true 
Voltairifm.  Yet  the  idea  of  his  accuracy  which  thefe  accounts  of 
the  Poet  muft  infpire,  will  even  be  heightened  by  the  examination 
of  his  criticifm  on  the  poem.  The  narrative  of  a  voyage  confti- 
tutes  great  part  of  the  OdyfTey,  and  of  the  Eneid  ;  and  forms  the 
body  of  the  Lufiad.  Yet  the  Luliad,  fays  Voltaire  contains 
nothing  of  what  was  deemed  before  the  only  fubjecl  of  poetry.  It  forms, 
indeed,  a  fort  of  Epic  poetry  unheard  of  before  :  But  here  Vol- 
taire's objection  points  out  its  true  praife.  No  heroes,  fays  he, 
are  wounded  a  thoufand  different  ways,  no  woman  enticed  away  and 
the  world  overturned  for  her  caufe. — And  muft  the  fate  of  Helen, 
and  the  thoufand  different  wounds  defcribed  by  Homer,  be  copied 
by  every  Epic  Poet  \  If  this  fentence  has  any  meaning,  this  is  in- 
cluded. Yet  what  is  this  puerility  of  criticifm  in  comparifon  of 
Voltaire's  affertions,  that  in  the  Lufiad  no  bloody  wars  are  fought, 
no  empire  founded. — If  the  deftrudtion  of  Troy  be  allowed  to  be  in 
the  Eneid,  there  are  wars  enough  in  the  poem  of  Camoens.  The 
effect  of  fire-arms  on  people  who  never  before  beheld  thofe  dread- 
ful engines,  and  a  hoftile  town  burnt  by  a  fleet,  are  finely  de- 
fcribed in  that  part  which  is  called  the  action  of  the  Epic  Poem. 
But  Voltaire  was  as  utter  a  ftranger  to  the  firft  book  of  the 
Lufiad  as  to  the  one  fubject  of  the  poem.  The  founding 
of  the  Portuguefe  empire  in  the  Eaft. — No  battle  fought,  no 
empire  founded !  What  infult  to  the  literary  world  is  this  !  A  late 
correction  will  never  difprove  his  ignorance  when  he  wrote  this. 
vol.  i.  T  Should 
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heightened    through  different  ftages,  till  the  Cataftrophe 
clofe  it  in    fo  complete   a  manner,  that  any  farther  addi- 
tion 

Should  a  pretended  critic  on  Virgil  tell  his  reader  that  the  poet 
conducted  Eneas  to  the  mouth  of  the  Thames,  could  we  believe 
he  was  acquainted  with  his  Author.  Yet  Voltaire  tells,  that  Ca- 
moens  conducls  the  Portuguefe  fleet  to  the  mouth  of  the  Ganges  round 
the  coafls  of  Afric. — Camoens,  indeed,  conduces  his  fleet  to  Ca- 
licut on  the  coaft  of  Malabar.  But  though  the  fcene  of  the  action 
of  the  four  laft  books  lies  upon  this  coaft,  Voltaire  was  not  happy 
enough  to  dip  into  any  of  the  numerous  paffages  which  fix  the  geo- 
graphy. He  has,  therefore,  given  the  voyage  of  Gamaa  dimen- 
fion  almoft  as  much  beyond  the  real  one  given  by  Camoens,  as 
the  Weft  Indies  are  diftant  from  England.  Such  errors  are  con- 
vincing proofs  that  Voltaire  only  dipt  here  and  there  into  the  Lu- 
fiad,  even  after  the  critics  fet  him  right  in  fome  places  ;  for  this 
grofs  error  is  ftill  retained.  But  a  mifieprefentation,  not  founded 
on  ignorance,  now  offers  itfelf.  Gama,  in  a  florin,  fays  Voltaire, 
addreffes  his  prayers  to  Chri/l,  hut  'tis  Venus  'who  comes  fo  his  relief. 
A  bold  affertion  ftill  alfo  retained,  but  there  is  no  fuch  paffage 
in  the  Lufiad.  Gama,  in  a  tempeft,  prays  to  "  the  holy  Power, 
"  to  whom  nothing  is  impoffible,  the  fovereign  of  earth,  fea,  and 
"  land,  who  led  Ifrael  through  the  waves,  who  delivered  Paul,  and 
"  who  protected  the  children  of  the  fecond  father  of  the  world 
"  from  the  deluge."  But  Chrift  is  not  once  mentioned  in  the 
whole  paffage.  To  fay  that  Gama  was  a  good  Catholic,  and 
intended  Chrift  under  thefe  appellations,  is  unworthy  of  poetical 
criticifm,  for  the  whole  ridicule  confifts  in  the  oppofition  of  the 
names  of  Chrift  and  Venus.  Such  is  the  candour  of  Voltaire  I 
Nor  is  it  difficult  to  trace  the  fource  of  this  unfair  reprefentation 
Fanfhaw  thus  tiT.nflates  the  mention  of  Paul, 

Thou  who  didft  keep  and  fave  tbyfirvant  Paul— 

Monfieur 
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tion  would  only  inform  the  reader  of  what  he  already 
perceives.  Yet  in  purfuing  this  One  End,  collateral 
Epifodes  not  only  give  that  variety,  fo  efiential  to  good 
poetry,  but,  under  judicious  management,  affift  in  the 
moft  pleafing  manner  to  facilitate  and  produce  the  Unra- 

velment, 

Monfieur  Voltaire  wanted  no  more.  Thy  fervant  Paul  was  to 
him  enough  to  vindicate  the  ridicule  he  chufed  to  beftow.  But 
unhappily  for  the  mifguided  critic,   the  original  fays  only,  Tu  que 

livrafle  Paulo thou  who  delivered!!  Paul. And  thus    we 

are  furnifhed  with  a  fure  hint  of  the  medium  by  which  our  critic 
fludied  the  Lufiad.  To  this  laft  unblufhing  falfity,  that  Gama 
frays  to  Chri/1,  is  added,  in  the  edition  of  1768,  "  Bacchus  <zf  la 
"  Vterge  Marie fe  trouveront  tout  naturellement  enfemble.  Bacchus 
and  the  Virgin  Mary  are  very  naturally  found  together."  If 
words  have  meaning,  this  informs  the  reader,  that  they  are  found 
together  in  the  Lufiad.  Yet  the  truth  is,  in  the  whole  poem 
there  is  no  fuch  perfonage  as  the  Virgin  Mary. 

After  thefe  grofs  falfities,  Voltaire  adds,  "  A parler  ferieufe- 
ment,  un  merveilleux  Ji  abfurde,  defigure  tout  1'ouvrage  aux  yeux  des 
leBeUrs Jenjes.  To  fpeak  ferioufly,  fuch  an  abfurdity  in  the  mar- 
vellous, disfigures  the  whole  work  in  the  eyes  of  fenfible  readers." 
— To  fuch  as  take  Voltaire's  word  for  it,  it  mufr.  indeed  feem 
disfigured  ;  but  what  literary  murder  is  this  !  Nor  does  it  end 
here.  A  fimile  mull  enforce  the  fhamelefs  mifreprefentation. 
"  It  is  like  the  works  of  Paul  Veronefe,  tvho  has  placed  Benedictine 
Jut  hers  and  Stvifs  foldiers  among  his  paintings  from  the  Old  Tflament." 
And  to  this  alfo  is  added,  "  Le  Camouens  tombe  prefque  tovjours 
dans  de  telles  difparates.  Camouens  almoft  continually  falls  into 
fuch  extravagancies."  Yet  with  equal  juftice  may  this  fentenc; 
be  applied  to  Virgil ;  and  peculiarly  unhappy  is  the  infrance  which 
T  2  Voltaire 


cccxvm  DISSERTATION, 

velment,  or  Cataftrophe.  Thus  the  anger  of  Achil- 
les   is  the  fubjeft  of  the    Iliad.     He   withdraws    his  af- 

fi  fiance 

Voltaire  immediately  gives  :  "  I  remember,  fays  he,  Vafco  de  Gama 
fays  to  the  king  of  Melinda,  0  king,  judge  if  Ulyjfes  and  Eneas  have 
travelled fo  far,  and  undergone  fo  many  hard/hips  :  as  if  that  barba* 
rous  African  was  acquainted  with  Homer  and  Virgil."  This  fen- 
tence  is  ftill  retained  in  Voltaire's  laft  edition  of  his  works.  But, 
according  to  hiilory,  the  Melindians  were  a  humane  and  polifhed 
people  ;  their  buildings  elegant,  and  in  the  manner  of  Spain.  The 
royal  family  and  grandees  were  Mohammedan  Arabs,  defcended 
of  thofe  tribes,  whofe  learning,  when  it  fuits  his  purpofe,  is  the 
boaft  of  Voltaire.  The  prince  of  Melinda,  with  whom  Gama 
converfed,  is  thus  defcribed  by  the  excellent  hiftorian  Oforius  : 
"  In  omni  autem  fermone  princeps  ille  non  hominis  barbari  fpecimen 
"  dabat,  fed  ingenium  et  prudentiam  eo  loco  dignam  pra  feferebat — la 
"  the  whole  converfation  the  Prince  betrayed  no  fign  of  the  bar- 
"  barian,  on  the    contrary,  he  carried  htmfelf  with  a  politenefs 

"  and  intelligence  worthy  of  his  rank." It  is  alfo  certain, 

that  this  Prince,  whom  Voltaire  is  pleafed  to  call  a  barbarous 
African,  had  fufficient  opportunity  to  be  acquainted  with  Homer, 
for  the  writings  of  Homer  are  tranflated  into  the  Syriac,  in  a  dia- 
led of  which  the  interpreters  of  Gama  talked  with  the  prince  of 
Melinda  f. 

"The 

f  The  Arabs  have  not  only  innumerable  volumes  of  their  own,  but  their 
language  is  alfo  enriched  with  tranflations  of  fevetal  Greek  writers.  The 
fate  of  Enclid  is  well  known.  And  to  mention  only  two  of  their  authors, 
Ben-Shohna,  who  died  in  1478,  a  little  before  the  arrival  of  Gama,  wrote 
an  univei (hi  hiftoiy,  which  he  czMs  Raivdhat  almenadbir  ft  11  m  uLni<nil  ivala- 
ivachir  ;  that  is,  the  meadow  of  the  eye  of  antient  and  modern  knowledge. 
And  Abul  Pharajhis,  who  lived  in  the  thirteenth  century,  wrote  an  hiftoiy 
in  Arabic,  in  ten  chapters,  the  firft  of  which  treats  of  the  Patriarchs,  from 
Adam  to  Mgi'es;  the  lecond  of  the  Judges  and  Kings  of  Ifrael ;  the  third 
of  the  Jewifli  Kings;  the  fourth  of  the  Kings  of  Chaldea  ;  the  fifth  of  the 
Kings  of  the  Magi ;  the  lixth  of  the  ancient  Pagan  Greeks  ;   the  feventh 

ol 
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jflftance  from  the  Greeks.     The  efforts  and  diftrefTes  of  the 
Grecian  army  in  his  abfence,  and  the  triumphs  of  Hector, 

are 

"  The  Lufiad,  in  my  opinion,  fays  Voltaire,  is  full  of  numbtrhfs 
faults  and  beauties,  thick  fown  near  one  another,  and  almojl  in  every 
page  there  is  fomething  to  laugh  at,  and  fomething  to  be  delighted  <zuith.'' 
This  fentence,  though  omitted  in  the  French  editions,  had  foine 
fource,  and  that  fource  we  fhall  eafily  trace.  Nor  is  the  character 
of  the  king  of  Melinda  fo  grofsly  falfified  by  Voltaire,  as  the  cha- 
racter of  the  Lufiad  of  Camoens  is  here  mifreprefented.  Except 
the  polite  repartee  of  Velofo,  (of ivhich  fee  p.  12  2.  J  there  are  not 
above  two  or  three  paflages  in  the  whole  poem  which  even  border 
upon  conceit.  The  molt  uniform  iimplicity  of  manly  diction  is  the 
true  character  of  the  Portuguefe  Lufiad  :  Where  then  did  Voltaire 
find  the  falfe  wit,  and  fomething  to  laugh  at  almofl  ir.  every  page  ?  If 
there  be  a  translation  which  ftrictly  deferves  this  character,  we 
cannot  fuppofe  that  Voltaire  hit  this  character,  and  at  the  fame 
time  was  fo  wide  of  the  original,  merely  by  chance.  No,  he  dipt 
into  Fanlhaw's  Lufiad,  where,  in  every  page,  there  are  puns,  con- 
ceits, and  low  quaint  expreflions,  uncountenanced  by  the  original. 
Some  citations  from  Fanfhaw  will  foon  juftify  this  character  of 
his  work.  Yet,  however  decifive  this  proof  may  be,  it  is  not  the 
only  one.  The  refemblance  found  by  Voltaire  between  Sir  John 
Denham's  addrefs  to  the  Thames,  and  that  of  Camoens  to  the 
nymphs  of  the  Tagus,  does  not  exift  in  the  original.  This  fen- 
tence, Let  my  fide  Jlo-w  like  your  ivaves,  let  it  be  deep  and  clear  as 
your  waters — contains  indeed  the  fame  allufion  as  that  exprefled 
in  the  lines  cited  by  Voltaire  from  Denham.     But  no  fuch  idea  or 

allufion 

of  the  Romans ;  the  eighth  of  the  C'onftantinopolitan  Emperors ;  the  ninth 
of  the  Aiabian  Mohammwlan  Kings;  and  the  tenth  of  the  Moguls.  The 
lame  author  acquaints  us,  that  Homer's  two  Works  are  elegantly  tranilated 
into  the  Syriac;  which  language  is  lifter  to  that  fpoken  by  the  Arabs  of 
Melinda.  Camoens,  who  was  in  the  country,  knew  the  learning  of  the 
Arabians.  Voltaire,  led  by  the  defire  to  condemn,  was  hurried  into  ab- 
surdities, from  which  a  moment's  confederation  would  have  preferred  him. 
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are  the  confequences  of  his  rage.  In  the  utmoft  danger  of 
the  Greeks,  he  permits  his  friend  Patroclus  to  go  to  battle. 

Patroclus 

allufion  exifls  in  the  Portuguefe.  Though  Voltaire  ftill  retains 
this  fentence,  its  want  of  authenticity  has  been  detected  by  feveral 
critics.  But  it  was  left  for  the  prefent  Tranflator  to  difcover  the 
fource  of  this  wide  miftranflation.  He  fufpefted  the  allufion  might 
be  in  Fanfhaw,  and  in  Fanfhaw  he  found  it.  The  nymphs  of  the 
Tagus  are  in  Sir  Richard's  verfion  thus  addreffed. 

If  I  in  low,  yet  tuneful  verfe,  the  praife 
Of  your  fweet  river  always  did  proclaim, 
Infpire  me  now  v/ith  high  and  thundering  lays, 
Give  me  them  clear  and  flowing  like  bis  flream. 

He  who  has  read  Camoens  and  Fanfhaw,  will  be  convinced  where 
Voltaire  found  the  fomething  to  laugh  at  in  every  page.  He  who 
has  read  neither  the  original  nor  that  tranflation,  will  now  perceive 
that  Voltaire's  opinion  of  the  Lufiad  was  drawn  from  a  very  par- 
tial acquaintance  with  the  unfaithful  and  unioetical  verfion  of 
Fanfhaw.  £ 

And,  as  if  all  his  mifreprefentations  of  the  Lufiad  were  not 
enough,  a  new  and  moft  capital  objection  is  added  in  the  late  edi- 
tions of  Voltaire,  "  Mais  de  tons  les  defauts  de  ce  poemc,  &c. 
But  of  all  the  faults  of  this  poem,  the  greateft  is  the  want  of  con- 
nection, which  reigns  in  every  part  of  it.  It  refcmbles  the  voy- 
age which  is  its  fubjedt.  The  adventures  fucceed  one  another, 
(a  wonderful  objection)  and  the  poet  has  no  other  art,  than  to  tell 
his  tales  well."  Indeed  !  but  the  reader  cannot  now  be  furprifed 
at  any  of  cur  Critic's  mifreprefentations,  a  critic,  who  in  many  in- 
ftances  has  violently  condemned  the  Lufiad  upon  circumflances 
which  have  no  place  in  that  poem. 

After  publication  of  the  rirft  edition  of  the  Lufiad,  the  Tran- 
flator was  informed  of  the  following  anecdote  :  When  Voltaire's 
EJfay  on  Epic  Poetry  was  at  the  prefs  in  London,  he  happened  to 
fhew  a  proof-meet  of  it  to  Colonel  Bladon,  the  tranflator  of  Cae- 

far's 
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Patroclus  is  killed  by  Hector.  Achilles,  to  revenge  his 
fall,  rufh.es  to  the  field.  Hector  is  killed,  the  Trojans  de- 
feated, and  the  rage  of  Achilles  is  Toothed  by  the  obfequies 
of  his  friend.  And  thus  alfo  the  fubject  of  the  Eneid  is 
one.  The  remains  of  the  Trojan  nation,  to  whom  a  feat 
of  empire  is  promifed  by  the  oracle,  are  reprefented  as  en- 
dangered by  a  tempeft  at  fea.  They  land  at  Carthage. 
Eneas,  their  leader,  relates  the  fate  of  Troy  to  the  hofpi- 
table  queen ;  but  is  ordered  by  Jupiter  to  fulfil  the  pro- 
phecies, and  go  in  fearch  of  the  promifed  feat  of  that  em- 
pire, which  was  one  day  to  command  the  world.  Eneas 
again  fets  fail,  many  adventures  befall  him.  He  at  lafi 
lands  in  Italy,  where  prophecies  of  his  arrival  were  ac- 
knowledged. His  fated  bride,  however,  is  betrothed  to 
Turnus.  A  war  enfues,  and  the  poem  concludes  with  the 
death  of  the  rival  of  Eneas.  In  both  thefe  great  poems,  a 
machinery  fuitable  to  the  allegorical  religion  of  thofe  times 
is  preferved.  Julio  is  the  guardian  of  the  Greeks,  Venus 
of  the  Trojans.  Narrative  poetry  without  fiction  can  never 
pleafe.  Without  fiftion  it  muft  want  the  marvellous, 
which  is  the  very  foul  of  poefy  ;  and  hence  a  machinery 
is  indifpenfable  in  the  Epic  poem.  The  conduct  and  ma- 
chinery of  the  Lufiad  are  as  follow:  the  poem  opens  with 

a  view 

far's  Commentaries.  The  colonel,  who  had  been  in  Portugal, 
afked  him  if  he  had  read  the  Lufiad  ;  Voltaire  confefTed  he  had 
never  feen  it,  and  could  not  read  Portuguefe.  The  colonel  put 
Fanfhaw's  tranflation  into  his  hands,  and  in  lefs  than  a  fortnight 
after,  Voltaire's  Critique  made  its  appearance. 
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a  view  of  the  Portuguefe  fleet  before  a  profperous  gale  on 
the  coaft  of  Ethiopia.  The  crews,  however,  are  worn 
with  labour,  and  their  fafety  depends  upon  their  fortune 
in  a  friendly  harbour.  The  gods  of  ancient  or  poetical 
mythology  are  reprefented  as  in  council.  The  fate  of  the 
Eaftern  world  depends  upon  the  fuccefs  of  the  fleet.  But 
as  we  trace  the  machinery  of  the  Luliad,  let  us  remem- 
ber that,  like  the  machinery  of  Homer  and  Virgil,  it  is 
alfo  allegorical.  Jupiter,  or  the  Lord  of  Fate,  pronoun- 
ces that  the  Lufians  fhall  be  profperous.  Bacchus,  the  evil 
daemon  or  genius  of  Mohammedifm,  who  was  worfhipped 
in  the  Eaft,  forefeeing  that  his  empire  and  altars  would  be 
overturned,  oppofes  Jove,  or  Fate.  The  celeftial  Venus, 
or  heavenly  love,  pleads  for  the  Lufians.  Mars,  or  di- 
vine Fortitude,  encourages  the  Lord  of  Fate  to  remain  un- 
altered ;  and  Maia's  fon,  the  meflenger  of  Heaven,  is  fent 
to  lead  the  navy  to  a  friendly  harbour.  The  fleet  arrives 
at  Mozambic.  Bacchus,  like  Juno  in  the  Eneid,  raifes 
a  commotion  againft  the  Lufians.  A  battle  enfues,  and 
the  victorious  fleet  purfue  their  voyage,  under  the  care  of 
a  Moorifh  pilot,  who  advifes  them  to  enter  the  harbour 
of  Quiloa.  According  to  hiftory,  they  attempted  this  har- 
bour, where  their  deflruclion  would  have  been  inevitable ; 
but  they  were  driven  from  it  by  the  violence  of  a  fudden 
tempeft.  The  poet,  in  the  true  fpirit  of  Homer  and  Vir- 
gil, afcribes  this  to  the  celeftial  Venus, 

whofe  watchful  care 


Had  ever  been  their  guide 

They 
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They  now  arrived  at  MombafTa.  The  malice  of  the  evil 
daemon  or  genius  of  Mohammedifm,  ftill  excites  the  arts 
of  treachery  againft  them.  Hermes,  the  mefTenger  of 
heaven,  in  a  dream,  in  the  fpirit  of  Homer,  warns  the 
hero  of  the  poem  of  his  danger,  and  commands  him  to 
fleer  for  Melinda.  There  he  arrives,  and  is  received  by 
the  prince  in  the  moil  friendly  manner.  Here  the  hero 
receives  the  firft  certain  intelligence  or  hope  of  India. 
The  prince  of  Melinda's  admiration  of  the  fortitude  and 
prowefs  of  his  guefts,  the  firft  who  had  ever  dared  to  pafs 
the  unknown  ocean  by  Cape  Corrientes,  (fee  p.  141.)  art- 
fully prepares  the  reader  for  a  long  epifode.  The  poem 
of  Virgil  contains  the  hiftory  of  the  Roman  empire  to  his 
own  time.  Camoens  perceived  this,  and  trod  in  his  fteps. 
The  hiftory  of  Portugal,  which  Gama  relates  to  the  king 
of  Melinda,  is  not  only  necefTary  to  give  their  new  ally  an 
high  idea  of  the  Luiian  prowefs  and  fpirit,  but  alfo  natu- 
rally leads  to,  and  accounts  for  the  voyage  of  Gama  :  the 
event,  which,  in  its  confequences,  fums  up  the  Portu- 
guefe  honours.  It  is  as  requifite  for  Gama  to  tell  the 
rife  of  his  nation  to  the  king  of  Melinda,  as  it  is  for  Eneas 
to  relate  to  Dido  the  caufe  of  his  voyage,  the  deftruction 
of  Troy.  Pleafed  with  the  fame  of  their  nation,  the  king 
of  Melinda  vows  lafting  friendfhip  with  the  Lufians,  and 
gives  them  a  faithful  pilot.  As  they  fail  acrofs  the  great 
Indian  ocean,  the  machinery  is  again  employed.  The 
evil  dzemon  implores  Neptune  and  the  powers  of  the  fea 
to  raife  a  temp  eft  to  ck'ftroy  the  fleet.     The  failcrs  en  the 

night 
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night-watch  fortify  their  courage  by  relating  the  valiant 
acls  of  their  countrymen  ;  and  an  epifode,  in  the  true  po- 
etical fpirit  of  chivalry,  is  introduced.  Thus  Achilles  in 
his  tent  is  reprefented  as  ringing  to  his  lyre  the  praifes  of 
heroes.  And  in  the  Epic  conduct,  this  narrative  and  the 
tales  told  by  Neftor,  either  to  reftrain  or  inflame  the  rage 
of  the  Grecian  chiefs,  are  certainly  the  fame. 

The  accumulation  of  the  tempeft  in  the  meanwhile  is 
finely  defcribed.  It  now  defcends.  Celeftial  Venus  per- 
ceives the  danger  of  her  fleet.  She  is  introduced  by  the 
appearance  of  her  ftar,  a  ftroke  of  poetry  which  would 
have  fhined  in  the  Eneid.  The  tempeft  is  in  its  utmoft 
rage, 

The  fky  and  ocean  blending,  each  on  fire, 
Seem'd  as  all  nature  ftruggled  to  expire, 
When  now  the  filver  ftar  of  Love  appear'd  j 
Bright  in  her  eaft  her  radiant  front  fhc  rear'd ; 
Fair  through  the  horrid  ftorm  the  gentle  ray 
Announced  the  promife  of  the  cheerful  day. 
From  her  bright  throne  Celeftial  Love  beheld 
The  tempeft  burn 

And  in  the  true  fpirit  of  Homer's  allegory  (See  the  notey 
p.  187.)  fhe  calls  her  nymphs,  and  by  their  miniftry  ftills 
the  tempeft.  Gama  now  arrives  in  India.  Every  circum- 
ftance  rifes  from  the  preceding  one ;  and,  as  fully  pointed 
out  in  the  notes,  the  condudT:  in  every  circumftance  is  as 
exactly  Virgilian,  as  any  two  tragedies  may  poffibly  be  alike 

in 
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in  adherence  to  the  rules  of  the  drama.  Gama,  having 
accomplished  his  purpofe  in  India,  fets  fail  for  Europe, 
and  the  machinery  is  for  the  laft  time  employed.  Venus, 
to  reward  her  heroes,  raifes  a  Paradifaical  ifland  in  the  fea. 
Voltaire,  in  his  Englifh  Eflay,  has  faid,  that  no  nation  but 
the  Portuguefe  and  Italians  could  be  pleafed  with  this  fic- 
tion. In  the  French  he  has  fuppreffed  this  fentence,  but 
has  compared  it  to  a  Dutch  brothel  allowed  for  the  failors. 
Yet  this  idea  of  it  is  as  falfe  as  it  is  grofs.  Every  thing  in 
the  ifland  of  Love  refembles  the  ftatue  of  Venus  de  Me- 
dicis.  The  defcription  is  warm  indeed,  but  it  is  chafte  as 
the  firft  loves  of  Adam  and  Eve  in  Milton ;  and  entirely 
free  from  that  grofTnefs  (See  the  note,  p.  397.)  often  to  be 
found  in  Dante,  Ariofto,  Spenfer,  and  in  Milton  himfelf. 
After  the  poet  has  explained  the  allegory  of  the  ifland  of 
Love,  the  Goddefs  of  the  ocean  gives  her  hand  and  com- 
mits her  empire  to  Gama,  whom  fhe  conduces  to  her  pa- 
lace, where,  in  a  prophetic  fong,  he  hears  the  actions  of 
the  heroes  who  were  to  eftablifh  the  Portuguefe  empire  in 
the  Eaft.  In  Epic  conduct  nothing  can  be  more  mafterly. 
The  funeral  games  in  honour  of  Patroclus,  after  the  Iliad 
has  turned  upon  its  great  hinge,  the  death  of  Hector,  are 
here  moft  happily  imitated,  after  the  Lufiad  has  alfo  turn- 
ed upon  its  great  hinge,  the  difcovery  of  India.  The  con- 
duct is  the  fame,  though  not  one  feature  is  borrowed. 
UlyfTes  and  Eneas  are  fent  to  vifit  the  regions  of  the  dead ; 
and  Voltaire's  hero  muft  alfo  be  conveyed  to  Hell  and 

Heaven 
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Heaven.  But  how  fuperior  is  the  fpirit  of  Camoens !  He 
parallels  thefe  ftriking  adventures  by  a  new  fiction  of  his 
own.  Gama  in  the  ifland  of  Blifs,  and  Eneas  in  Hell,  are 
in  Epic  conduct  exactly  the  fame ;  and  in  this  unborrow- 
ing  famenefs,  he  artfully  interweaves  the  hiflory  of  Portugal : 
artfully  as  Voltaire  himfelf  confefTes.  The  epifode  with 
the  king  of  Melinda,  the  defcription  of  the  painted  en- 
figns,  and  the  prophetic  fong,  are  parallel  in  manner  and 
purpofe  with  the  epifode  of  Dido,  the  fhield  of  Eneas, 
and  the  virion  in  Elyiium.  To  appeafe  the  rage  of  Achil- 
les, and  to  lay  the  foundation  of  the  Roman  empire,  are 
the  grand  purpofes  of  the  Iliad  and  Eneid ;  the  one  effect- 
ed by  the  death  of  Hector  ;  the  other  by  the  alliance  of 
Latinus  and  Eneas,  rendered  certain  by  the  death  of  Tur- 
nus.  In  like  manner,  to  eftablifh  the  Portuguefe  Chrif- 
tian  empire  in  the  Eaft,  is  the  grand  defign  of  the  Lufiad, 
rendered  certain  by  the  happy  Return  of  Gama.  And 
thus,  in  the  true  fpirit  of  the  Epopoeia,  ends  the  Lufiad, 
a  poem  where  every  circumftance  rifes  in  juft  gradation, 
till  the  whole  is  fummed  up  in  the  raoft  perfect  unity  of 
Epic  action. 

The  machinery  of  Homer,  (See  the  note,  p.  187.)  con- 
tains a  moft  perfect  and  mafterly  allegory.  To  imitate  the 
ancients  was  the  prevailing  tafte  when  Camoens  wrote  ; 
and  their  poetical  manners  were  every  where  adopted. 
That  he  efteemed  his  own  as  allegorical,  he  aflures  us  in 
the  end  of  the  ninth  book,  and  in  one  of  his  letters.  But 

a  proof, 
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a  proof,  even  more  determinate,  occurs  in  the  opening  of 
the  poem.  Caftera,  the  French  Tranflator,  by  his  over 
refinement,  has  much  mifreprefented  the  allegory  of  the 
Lufiad.  Mars,  who  never  appears  but  once  in  the  fir  ft 
book,  he  tells  us,  fignifies  Jefus  Chrift.  This  explanati- 
on, fo  open  to  ridicule,  is  every  way  unnecefiary  ;  and 
furely  never  entered  the  thought  of  Camoens.  It  is  evi- 
dent, however,  that  he  intended  the  guardian  powers  of 
Chriftianity  and  Mohammedifm  under  the  two  principal 
perfonages  of  his  machinery.     Words  cannot  be  plainer : 

.Where'er  this  people  fliould  their  empire  raife, 
She  knew  her  altars  fhould  unnumber'd  blaze } 
And  barbarous  nations  at  her  holy  fhrine 
Be  humanifed  and  taught  her  lore  divine  : 
Her  fpreading  honours  thus  the  one  infpir'd, 
And  one  the  dread  to  lofe  his  worfhip  fir'd. 

And  the  fame  idea  is  on  every  opportunity  repeated  and  en- 
forced. Pagan  mythology  had  its  Celeftial,  as  well  as  Ter- 
reftrial  Venus  *.  The  Celeftial  Venus  is  therefore  the  moft 

proper 

*  The  celeftial  Venus,  according  to  Plato,  was  the  daugh- 
ter of  Ouranus  or  Heaven,   and  thence  called  Urania.     The 
paffage   ftands   in  the    Sympofion    of  that  author   as   follows  : 

ITavIs?  yap  le-fxtv  In  uk  if  jv  avEU  'E^'s;  'A<f^o$iT>r  raiflr,;  h  jxiclq  /uev  turn;,  li?  a.-t 
hv  'E^oj;-   £7TEi  Ss  Svo  eVov,  ivo  avayy.r,  xai  'EjoJIe  £~vai.  wa)f  V  ov  ivo  ra  $ta ;   r,  fj.-:, 

ye.  ttou,  Trtzcrgvllga,  xai  iftslonf,  'Oi-;a:u  Zvyalr.p,  hv  &»  xai  Ov^anav  imYoy,a£ofAf;. 

h  SEVEa'ltja,  Aic;  xai  binm;,  hi  Si  Tteninftt/l  xaXt/^tv. 
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proper  perfonage  of  that  mythology  to  figure  Chriftianity. 
And  Bacchus,  the  conqueror  of  the  Eaft,  is,  in  the  anci- 
ent poetical  allegory,  the  moft  natural  protector  of  the  al- 
tars of  India.  Whatever  may  be  faid  againfl  the  ufe  of  the 
ancient  machinery  in  a  modern  poem,  candour  muft  con- 
fefs,  that  the  allegory  of  Camoens,  which  arms  the  genius 
of  Mohammedifm  X  againft  the  expedition  of  his  heroes,  is 
both  fublime  and  moft  happily  interefting.  Nor  muft  his 
choice  of  the  ancient  poetical  machinery  be  condemned 
without  examination.  It  has  been  the  language  of  poetry 
thefe  three  thoufand  years,  and  its  allegory  is  perfectly  un- 
derftood.  If  not  impoffible,  it  will  certainly  be  very  dif- 
ficult to  find  a  new,  or  a  better  machinery  for  an  Epic 
poem.     That  of  Taflb  is  condemned  by  f  Boileau,  yet,  that 

of 

This  Urania- Venus,  according  to  Paufanius  and  other  writers, 
had  fumptuous  temples  in  Athens,  Phoenicia,  &c.  She  was 
painted  in  complete  armour  ;  her  prieftefies  were  virgins  ;  and  no 
man  was  allowed  to  approach  her  fhrine.  Xenophon  fays,  me 
prefided  over  the  love  of  wifdom  and  virtue,  which  are  the  plea- 
fures  of  the  foul,  as  the  terreftrial  Venus  prefided  over  the  plea- 
fures  of  the  body. 

X  For  feveral  collateral  proofs,  fee  the  note,  p.  133.  and  text, 
in  Lufiad  VIII.  where  Bacchus,  the  evil  daemon,  takes  the  form 
of  Mohammed,  and  appears  in  a  dream  to  a  prieft  of  the  Koran. 

f  On  account  of  his  magic.  But  magic  was  the  popular  belief 
of  TafTo's  age,  and  has  afforded  him  a  line  machinery,  though  his 
ufe  of  it  is  fometimes  highly  blameable ;  as  where  he  makes  an 
enchanter  oppofe  the  arch-angel  Michael,  armed  with  the  autho- 
ritv  of  the  true  God,  &c.  &c. 
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of  Camoens  may  plead  the  authority  of  that  celebrated  cri- 
tic, and  is  even  vindicated,  undeflgnedly,  by  Voltaire  him- 
felf.  In  an  effay  prefixed  to  his  Henriade,  Le  mot  d*  Am- 
phiirhey  fays  he,  dans  notre  pocfte,  nefignifie  que  la  Mery  ts* 
non  V  Epoufe  de  Neptune — "  the  word  Amphitrite  in  our 
«'  poetry  fignifies  only  the  Sea,  and  not  the  wife  of  Nep- 
"  tune."  And  why  may  not  the  word  Venus  in  Camoens 
fignify  divine  Love,  and  not  the  wife  of  Vulcan  ?  "  Love," 
"  fays  Voltaire,  in  the  fame  effay,  "  has  his  arrows,  and 
"  Juftice  a  balance,  in  our  moft  chriftian  writings,  in  our 
"  paintings,  in  our  tapeftry,  without  being  efteemed  as  the 
"  leaft  mixture  of  Paganifm."  And  if  this  criticifm  has  juf- 
tice in  it,  why  not  apply  it  to  the  Lufiad,  as  well  as  to  the 
*  Henriade  ?     Candour  will  not  only  apply  it  to  the  Lufiad, 

but 

*  Thus,  when  the  Henriade  is  to  be  defended,  the  arrows  of 
Cupid  convey  no  mixture  of  Paganifm.  But  when  the  Ifland  of 
Love  in  the  Lufiad  is  to  be  condemned,  our  hontiete  critic  muft 
ridicule  the  ufe  of  thefe  very  arrows — Cejl  la  que  Venus,  a'idee 
des  confeds  du  Pere  Eternel,  et  fecondee  en  meme  terns  des  Jleches  de 
Cupidon. — It  is  there  that  Venus,  aided  by  the  counfels  of  the 
eternal  Father,  and  at  the  fame  time,  feconded  by  the  arrows  of 
Cupid,  renders  the  Nereides  amorous  of  the  Portuguefe." — But 
this,  one  of  his  lateft  additions,  is  as  unlucky  as  all  the  reft.  The 
eternal  Father  is  the  fame  Jove,  who  is  reprefented  as  the  fupreme 
Father  in  the  firft  book,  (St.  2  2.  Portuguefe.)  and  in  book  9.  ft. 
18.  is  only  faid  to  have  ordained  Venus  to  be  the  good  genius  of 
the  Lufitanians.  There^  not  a  word  about  the  ajftflance  of  his 
ccunfel ;  that  was  introduced  by  Voltaire,  folely  to  throw  ridicule 
upon  an  allegory,  which,  by  the  bye,  when  ufed  in  the  Henriade, 

has 
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but  will  alfo  add  the  authority  of  Boileau.     He  is  giving 

rules  for  an  Epic  poem  : 

Dans  le  vafle  recit  d'une  longue  acl'ion, 

Se  foutient  par  la  fable ,  et  vit  de  fiElion. 

La  pour  nous  enchanter  tout  ejl  mis  en  ufage  i 

Tout  prend  un  corps  ^  une  ame,  un  efprit,  un  vifage  : 

Chaque  vertu  devient  une  divinite  ,■ 

Minerve  ejl  la  prudence ',   tzf  Venus  la  beaute. 

Ce  ticfl  plus  la  vapeur  qui  produit  le  to/mere , 

Cejl  Jupiter  arme  pour  effrayer  la  terre. 

Un  orage  terrible  aux  yeux  des  matelots, 

Cell  Neptune ,  en  courrouxy  qui  gourmande  les  Jlots  .... 

Sans  tous  ces  ornemens  le  vers  tcmbe  en  langueur  ; 

La  poejie  ejl  mcrte,  ou  rampe  fans  vigueur  : 

Le  po'ete  n7e/l  plus  qii'un  orateur  timidey 

S%u  'un  froid  hijlorien  d'une  fable  itftpide. 

Every  idea  of  thefe  lines  ftrongly  defends  the  Lufiad.  Yet, 
it  muft  not  be  concealed,  a  diftin&ion  follows  which  may 
appear  again  ft  it.  Boileau  requires  a  profane  fubjecl:  for 
the  Epic  Mufe.     But  his  reafon  for  it  is  not  juft : 

De  lafoi  d'un  Chretien  les  myfleres  terribles 

D'ornemens  egayes  ne  font  point  fufceptibles. 

L'evangile  a  Pefprit  rioffre  de  tous  cotes 

Que  penitence  a  fairey   &  tourmens  merites  : 

Et 

has  not  the  leaft  fault,  in  his  opinion  ;  but  is  there  every  way  in 
the  true  ftile  of  poetry. 
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Et  de  vos  fitHons  le  melange  conpable 
Mime  a  fes  verites  donne  /'air  de  la  fable. 

The  myfteres  terribles  afford,  indeed,  no  fubject  for  poetry. 
But  the  Bible  offers  to  the  Mufe  fomething  befides  penitence 
and  merited  torments.    The  Paradife  Loft,  and  the  works  of 
the  greateft  Painters,  evince  this.      Nor  does  this  criticifm, 
falfe  as  it  is,  contain  one  argument  which  excludes  the  heroes 
of  a  Chriftian  nation  from  being  the  fubject.  of  poetry.  Mo- 
dern fubjecls  are  indeed  condemned  by  Boileau ;  and  an- 
cient  fable,    with   its  Ulyffes,    Agamemnon,    &c. — hams 
heureux  femblent  ties  pour   les  vers — are    recommended  to 
the  poet.     But,  happy  for  Carnoens,  his  feelings  directed 
him  to  another  choice.     For,  in  contradiction  of  a  thou- 
fand  Boileaus,  no  compositions  are  fo  miferably  unintereft- 
ing  as  our  modern  poems,  where  the  heroes  of  ancient 
fable  are  the  perfonages  of  the  action.     Unlefs,  therefore, 
the  fubject  of  Camoens  may  thus  feem  condemned  by  the 
celebrated  French  critic,  every  other  rule  he  propofes  is  in 
favour  of  the  machinery  of  the  Lufiad.     And  his  own  ex- 
ample proves,  that  he  thought  the  pagan  machinery  not 
improper  in  a  poena  where  the  heroes  *  are  modern.     But 
there  is  an  effential  diftinction  in  the  method  of  uiing  it. 
And  Camoens  has  ftrictly  adhered  to  this  effential  difference. 
The  conduct  of  the  Epic  poem  is  twofold ;  the  hiftorical 
and  allegorical.     When  paganifm  was  the  popular  belief, 
vol.   i.  U  Diomed 

*  He  ufes  the  Pagan  mythology  in  his  poem  on  the  pafTage  of 
the  Rhine  by  the  French  army  in  1672. 
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Diomed  might  wound  Mars  or  f  Venus ;  but  when  the 
names  of  thefe  Deities  became  merely  allegorical,  fuch  alfo 
ought  to  be  the  actions  afcribed  to  them.  And  Camoens 
has  ftrictly  adhered  to  this  rule.  His  heroes  are  Chriftians  -y 
and  Santa  Fet  Holy  Faith,  is  often  mentioned  in  the  hifto- 
rical  parts  where  his  heroes  fpeak,  and  act.  But  it  is  only 
fn  the  allegorical  parts  where  the  pagan  or  the  poetical 
mythology  is  introduced.     And  in  his  machinery,   as  in  his 

hiftorical 

f  Thus  it  was  the  belief  of  the  firft  ages  of  Chriftianity,  that  the 
Pagan  Gods  were  fallen  angels.  Milton,  with  admirable  judg- 
ment, has  adopted  this  fyftem.  His  Mammon,  the  architecT:  of 
Pandemonium,  he  alfo  calls  Vulcan  : 

Nor  was  his  name  unheard  or  unador'd 
(n  ancient  Greece,   and  in  Aufonum  land. 
Men  call'd  him  Mulciber;   and  how  he  fell 
From  heav'n,  they  fabled,  thrown  by  angry  Jove 
On  Lemnos,  th*  Egean  ifle  :  Thus  they  relate 
Erring;  for  he  with  this  rebellious  rout 
Fell  long  before. 

Moloch  and  Vulcan  are  therefore  mentioned  together  with  great 
propriety  in  the  Paradife  Loft.  The  belief  of  the  firft  Chriftians, 
with  refpect  to  daemons,  was  unabated  in  the  age  of  Camoens  ;  for 
the  oracles  of  the  Pagan  deities  were  then  Believed  to  have  been 
given  by  evil  fpirits.  Bacchus  might  therefore  in  a  Chriftian  poem 
of  fuch  ages,  reprefentthe  Evil  demon  ;  and  it  was  on  this  princi- 
ple that  Taflb  felt  no  impropriety  in  calling  Pluto  his  king  of  hell, 
the  grand  foe  of  mankind,  and  making  him  talk  of  the  birth  of  Chrift. 
In  like  manner,  when  Camoens  fays  that  the  Chriftian  altar  raifed 
(book  II.)  to  deceive  the  Lufians,  was  the  illufion  of  Bacchus  ; 
he  fays  no  more  than  what  was  agreeable  to  the  popular  belief  of 
the  heathen  oracles,  and  no  more  than  what  poetry  allows  when  a 
florm  is  afcribed  to  Neptune,  or  arrows  given  to  Cupid. 


DISSERTATION.  cccxliii 

hiftorical  parts,  there  is  no  mixture  of  Pagan  and  Chrif- 
tian  perfonages.  The  deliverance  of  the  Lufian  fleet, 
afcribed  to  the  celeftial  Venus,  fo  ridiculed  by  Voltaire,  is 
exactly  according  to  the  precepts  of  Boileau.  It  is  the  his- 
torical oppofition  or  concert  of  Chriftian  and  Pagan  ideas 
which  forms  the  abfurd,  and  disfigures  a  poem.  But  this 
abfurd  oppofition  or  concert  of  perfonages  has  no  place  in 
the  Lufiad,  though  it  is  found  in  the  greateft  of  modern 
poets.  From  Milton  both  the  allowable  and  blameable 
mixture  of  Chriftian  and  Pagan  ideas  may  be  fully  exempli- 
fied. With  great  judgment,  he  ranks  the  Pagan  Deities 
among  the  fallen  angels.  When  he  alludes  to  Pagan 
mythology,  he  fometimes  fays,  "  as  fables  feign  ;"  and 
fometimes  he  mentions  thefe  deities  in  the  allegory  of 
poetical  ftyle  ;  as  thus, 

When  Bellona  ftorms, 

With  all  her  battering  engines  bent  to  rafe 
Some  capital  city 

And  thus,  when  Adam  fmiles  on  Eve ; 


as  Jupiter 

On  Juno  fmiles  when  he  impregns  the  clouds 
That  fhed  May  flowers 

Here  the  perfonages  are  mentioned  exprefsly  in  their  alle- 
gorical capacity,  the  ufe  recommended  by  Boileau.  In  the 
following  the  blameable  mixture  occurs.  He  is  defcribing 
Paradife 

U  2  Univerfai 
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Univerfal  Pan 

Knit  with  the  Graces  and  the  Hours  in  dance 
Led  on  th'  eternal  fpring.     Not  that  fair  field 
Of  Enna,  where  Proferpine,  gathering  flowers, 
Herfelf  a  fairer  flower,  by  gloomy  Dis 
Was  gathered  :  which  coft  Ceres  all  that  pain 

To  feek  her  through  the  world 

might  with  this  Paradife 


Of  Eden  ftrive- 


The  mention  of  Pan,  the  Graces  and  Hours,  is  here  in  the 
pure  allegorical  ftyle  of  poetry.  But  the  ftory  of  Profer- 
pine is  not  in  allegory  ;  it  is  mentioned  in  the  fame  manner 
of  authenticity  as  the  many  Scripture  hiftories  introduced 
into  the  Paradife  Loft.  When  the  angel  brings  Eve  to 
Adam,  fhe  appears 

in  naked  beauty  more  adorn'd 


More  lovely  than  Pandora,  whom  the  Gods 
Endow'd  with  all  their  gifts,  and  O  too  like 
In  fad  event,  when  to  th'  unwifer  fon 
Of  Japhet  brought  by  Hermes  fhe  enfnar*d 
Mankind  with  her  fair  looks,  to  be  avenged 
On  him  who  had  ftole  Jove's  authentic  fire. 

Here  we  have  the  heathen  Gods,  another  origin  of  evil, 

and 
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and  a  whole  firing  of  fables,  alluded  to  as  real  events,  on 
a  level  with  his  *  fubject. 

Nor  is  poetical  ufe  the  only  defence  of  our  injured  au- 
thor. In  the  age  of  Camoens,  Bacchus  was  efteemed  a 
real  daemon  :  and  celeftial  Venus  was  confidered  as  the 
name  by  which  the  Ethnics  exprefled  the  divine  love. 
But  if  the  cold  hyper-critic  will  ftili  blame  our  author  for 
his  allegory,  let  it  be  repeated,  that  of  all  Chriftian  poets, 
Camoens  is  in  this  the  leaft  reprehenfible.  The  hell,  pur- 
gatory, and  paradife  of  Dante,  form  one  continued  unal- 
legorical  texture  of  Pagan  and  Scriptural  names,  defcrip- 
tions,  and  ideas.  Ariofto  is  continually  in  the  fame  fault. 
And,  if  it  is  a  fault  to  ufe  the  ancient  poetical  machinery 
in  a  poem  where  the  heroes  are  Chriftians,  Voltaire  him- 
felf  has  infinitely  more  of  the  melange  coupable  than  Camo- 
ens. The  machinery  of  his  Henriade  is,  as  confefTed  by 
himfelf,  upon  the  idea  of  the  Pagan  mythology.  He  cites 
Boileau, 

Cejl  d,un  fcrupule  vain  fallarmer  fottement, 
Et  vouloir  aux  lecleurs  plaire  fans  agrtment, 
Bien-tot  ils  defendront  Je  peindre  la  prudence, 

De  donner  a  Themis  ni  bandeau,  ni  balance 

Et  par-tout  des  difcours,  comme  une  idclatrie, 
Dans  leur  faux  zele  iront  chaffer  P allegoric. 

But 

•  Nor  are  thefe  the  only  inftances ;  the  death  of  Hercules,  and  feveral 
others  in  Milton,  fall  under  the  cenfure  of  an  injudicious  mixture  of  facred 
and  profane  mythology  and  hiftory. 
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But  he  -fupprefles  the  verfes  which  immediately  follow, 
where  the  introdu&ion  of  the  true  God  is  prohibited  by 
the  critic, 

Et  fabuleux  Chretiens,  nations  point  dans  nos  fonges, 
Du  Dieu  de  ve  rite  f aire  un  Dieu  de  menfonges. 

Yet,  the  God  of  truth  according  to  the  Chriftian  idea,  in 
direct  violation  of  this  precept,  is  a  confiderable  perfonage 
m  the  Pagan  allegorical  machinery  of  the  Henriade.  But 
the  couplet  laft  cited,  though  as  direct  againft  the  Henri- 
ade as  if  it  had  been  written  to  condemn  it,  is  not  in  the 
lead  degree  applicable  to  the  machinery  of  the  Lufiad  ;  a 
machinery  infinitely  fuperior  in  every  refpecl  to  that  off 
Voltaire,  though  Camoens  wrote  at  the  revival  of  learn- 
ing. 

f  The  machinery  of  the  Henriade  is  briefly  thus  :  The  foul  of 
St.  Louis  acts  the  part  of  Venus  in  the  Eneid,  and  always  pro- 
tects the  hero.     When  D'Aumale  is  wounded,  and  in  danger  of 
being  killed,  La  Difcorde   fees  it,  and  covering  him  with  her 
iron  immenfe  impenetrable  buckler,   flies  away  with  him  to  the  gates 
of  Paris,  where  (he  cures  his  wounds.     She  then  comforts  May- 
enne,  the  chief  of  the  league  againft  Henry.     She  then  flies  in 
a  whirlwind  to  the  Vatican,  where  fhe  meets  La  Politique.  They 
then  find  humble  religion  in  a  defert,  and  cloathing  themfelves  in 
her  facred  veftments,  return  to  Paris,  where  they  ride  about  in  a 
bloody  chariot,   along  with  the  authors   of  the  league.     Thefe 
foon   after   are    reprefented  as  at  a  magical  facrifice,  -an  obvious 
imitation  of  that  of  Camoens,  Lufiad  VI11.  where  they  have  a 
Jew  for  their  prieft  ;  and  Henry  appears  to  them  riding  in  a  cha- 
riot 
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Ing,   ere  criticifm  had  given  her  beft  rules  to  the  modern 
Mufe. 


The  poem  of  Camoens,    indeed,  fo  fully  vindicates  it- 
felf,   that  this  defence  of  it  perhaps  may  feem  unneceffary. 

Yet 

riot  of  victory.  St.  Louis  then  takes  Henry,  in  a  dream,  through 
heaven  and  hell.  La  Difcorde  goes  in  fearch  of  love,  who  is 
her  brother  ;  and  love  takes  a  journey  to  France,  where,  by  the 
charms  of  Madamoifelle  D'Etree,  he  entices  Henry  to  neglect 
the  war.  St.  Louis  then  fends  the  genius  of  France  to  roufe 
Henry.  He  returns  to  the  fiege  of  Paris,  but,  on  the  point  of 
carrying  the  city  by  florin,  the  angel  of  France  prevents  him. 
D'Aumale,  on  the  part  of  the  League,  fights  a  duel ;  and  all 
the  monfters  of  hell  fly  to  his  afliftance.  But  the  heavens  now 
open,  and  an  angel  defcends  on  the  throne  of  the  air,  with  the 
olive  of  peace,  and  the  fword  of  God's  vengeance.  D'Aumale 
falls,  and  the  infernal  monfters  fly  away.  But  St.  Louis  will 
not  allow  Henry  to  take  the  city.  The  Saint  goes  to  the  throne 
of  God,  and  prays  for  Henry's  conversion.  The  Eternal  con- 
fents  ;  Trudi  defcends  from  heaven  to  the  Hero,  who  turns  Ro- 
man Catholic  St.  Louis  then  appears,  with  an  olive  bough  in 
his  hand,  and  leads  Henry  to  the  gates  of  Paris,  which  now  open 
at  his  call,  and  receive  him  in  the  name  of  God.  And  thus  the 
machinery  and  the  poem  conclude  together. 

Nor  is  the  ridicule  of  this  machinery  more  evident,  than  the 
want  of  unity  of  action  which  characterifes  the  Henriade.  Hen- 
ry's journey  to  England,  though  it  fills  near  three  parts  of  the 
poem,  has  no  connection  with  the  other  parts  of  the  action  ;  and 
the  events  do  not  arife  from  each  other  ;  for  St.  Louis  prevents 
.  .reels  of  every  victory.  And  the  cataftrophe  is  brought  about 
by  FIcnry's  converfion,  independent  of  every  exertion  of  his  ge- 
nexalfhip  or  valour,  which  are  properly  the  fubject  of  the  poem. 


cccxlviii  DISSERTATION. 

Yet  one  confederation  will  vindicate  this  defence.  Ill- 
poem  is  written  in  a  language  unknown  in  polite  litera- 
ture.  Few  are  able  to  judge  of  the  original,  and  the  un- 
juft  clamour  raifed  againft  it  by  Rapin  *  and  Voltaire,  has 

been 

*  It  is  an  unhappy  thing  to  write  in  an  unread  tongue.  Never 
was  author  fo  mifreprefented  by  ignorance  as  the  poet  of  Portu- 
gal. Rapin,  that  cold-blooded  critic,  tells  us,  that  to  write  a 
good  Epic,  "  I! faut  olferver  de  la  proportion  dans  le  dejf.ni,  it  is 
neceffary  to  obferve  proportion  in  the  defign,  juftnefs  in  the 
thought,  and  not  to  fall  into  rambling." — He  then  afTerts,  that 
Camoens  trefpafles  againft  all  thefe  rules — that  he  wants  difcern- 
ment  and  conduct — that  he  thought  of  nothing  but  to  exprefs  the 
pride  of  his  nation,  for  his  ftyle,  he  fays,  eft  jitr  iff  Jaftveux, 
fierce  and  ftilted.  In  another  place  he  fays,  "  poetical  diction 
ought  to  be  clear,  natural,  and  harmonious,  and  obfcurity  is  its 
greateft  blemifh," — to  which,  having  named  Camoens,  he  adds, 
"  Jes  vers  font  fi  obfcurs,  qu'Us  pourroient  pajfer  pour  ds  in\<jleres — 
his  verfes  are  fo  obfcure  that  they  may  pafs  for  myfteries." — 
Perhaps  the  old  French  veriion  may  deferve  this  character  ;  but 
certain  it  is  from  hence,  that  Rapin  never  read  the  original.  Per- 
fpicuity,  elegant  fimplicity,  and  the  moft  natural  unftrained  har- 
mony, is  the  juft  characteriftic  of  the  ftyle  of  Camoens.  The 
appeal  is  to  the  world.  And  the  firft  Linguift  of  the  age,  has 
given  the  ftyle  of  Camoens  a  very  difFerent  character  from  this  of 
Rapin  :  Camoenfum  Lufitar.um,  cujus  pocfis  adeo  •venttjla  eft,  adeo 
polita,  tit  nihil  e/fe  pojjit  jucundius  ;  inter dum  vern,  adeo  elata,  gran- 
diloqua,  ac  J  .nor  a,  i:t  nihil  Jingi  pojjit  magnijiceniius.  Jones,  Poe- 
feos  Afiat.  Comment. 

Montefquieu's  high  idea  of  the  Lufiad  is  cited  p.  138.  We 
fhall  only  add  the  fuffrage  of  the  great  Cervantes,  who,  in  his 
Don  Qmxote,  C.  iv.  1.  6.  moft  warmly  expreffes  his  idea  of  the 
excellence  of  the  genius  of  Camoens. 
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been  received    in   Europe   as    its   true   character.     Lord 
Kaimes  J,  and  other  authors,  very  cordially  condemn  its 

mixture 

J  Lord  Kaimes  thus  follows  Voltaire  :   "  Portugal  was  riling 

in  power  and  fplendor  fit  was  haflening  to  the  very  lajljlages  of 

declenfion)  "  when  Camoens  wrote  the  Lufiad,  and  with  refpect 

"  to  the  mufic  of  verfe  it  has  merit.     The  author  however  is  far 

"  from  mining  in  point  of  tafte  (mojl  majlerly  defer  iption,  and  bound- 

lefs  variety ,  however,  are  his  characleriflics.     He  has  given  the  two 

finejl  fclions  in  poetry.     And  according  to  Voltaire  the  flory  of  Inez. 

is  equal  to  the  left  written  parts  of  Virgil.)      "  He  makes  a  ftrange 

"  jumble  of  Heathen  and  Christian  Deities.   "  Garna,"  obferves 

"  Voltaire,  "  in  a  ftorm  addreiTes  his  prayers  to  Chrifr,  but  it  is 

"  Venus'  who  comes  to  his  relief."     Voltaire's  obfervation  is  but 

"  too  well  founded  (and  is  it  indeed,  in  the  name  of  truth  ! ).   "  In 

"  the  firfr.  book,  Jove  fummons  a  council  of  the  Gods,  which  is 

'*  defcribed  at  great   length,  for  no  earthly  purpofe  but  to  fhew 

"  that  he  favoured  the  Portuguefe  :   Bacchus,  on  the  other  hand, 

"  declares  againft  them  on  the  following  account,   that  he  him- 

"  felf  had  gained  immortal  glory  as  conqueror    of  India,  which 

"  would  be  eclipfed  if  the   Indies  mould   be  conquered  a  fecond 

"  time  by  the  Portuguefe.     A  Mooriih  commander  having  re- 

"  ceived  Gama   with  fmiles,  but  with   hatred  in   his  heart,  the 

"  poet   brings    down    Bacchus  from  heaven  to  confirm  the  Moor 

"  in  his  wicked  purpofes,  which  would   have  been  perpetrated, 

"  had  not   Venus   interpofed  in  Gama's  behalf.      In  the  fecond 

"  canto  Bacchus  feigns  himfelf  to  be  a  Chi  iftian,  in  order  to  de- 

"  ceive  the  Portuguefe,   but  Venus  implores  her  father  Jupiter  to 

"  proteel  them." 

Such  is  the  view  of  the  LuCad  given  by  a  profcfTed  Critic.  It 
is  impoflible  to  make  any  remark  on  it  without  giving  offence  t" 
falfe  delicacy.  But  to  that  goddefs  the  Tranflator  of  the  injured 
Camoens  will  offer  r.o  facriiice.  We  have  fully  proved,  and  Ba- 
con has  been  cited  to  explain  the  philofophical  reafon  of  it,  that 

the 
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mixture  of  Pagan  and  Chriftian  mythology  j  even  con- 
demn it  in  terms,  as  if  the  Lufiad,  the  poem  which  of  all 

other 

the  fpii  it  of  poetry  demands  fomething  fupernatural.  Lucan  has 
been  feverely  cenfured,  by  the  greateft  of  ancient  and  modern  cri- 
tics, for  the  want  of  poetical  cloathing  or  allegory.  The  fpirit 
of  poetry  exifts  in  perfonification  ; 

Tout  prend  un  corps ,  tine  ame,  un  efprit,  un  vifage— 

and  an  allegorical  machinery  is  efTential  to  the  Epopceia.  In  this 
manner  Virgil  and  Homer  conduct  their  poems.  (See  the  note,  p. 
1 87.)  But  our  critic  perceives  nothing  of  this  kind  in  Camoens. 
Though  the  whole  conduct  of  the  Lufiad  depends  upon  the  coun- 
cil held  by  Jove,  upon  the  allegorical  parts  taken  by  the  perfona- 
ges  of  the  machinery  ; 

Her  fpieading  honours  thus  the  one  infpir'd, 
And  one  the  mead  to  iofe  his  worlhip  fir'd — 

and  though  this  allegory  is  finely  fuftained  throughout  the  whole 
poem,  where  celeftial  love  is  ever  mindful  (fee  B.  9.)  that  Jove  or 
fate  had  decreed  that  her  altars  fhould  be  reared  in  confequence 
of  the  fuccefs  of  her  heroes  ;  though  all  this  is  truly  Homeric,  is 
what  the  world  ever  efteemed  the  true  Epic  conduct,  our  critics 
can  fee  no  earthly  purpofe  in  the  council  of  Jove,  but  to  fhew  that 
he  favoured  the  Lufians  ;  no  reafon  for  the  oppofition  of  Bacchus, 
but  that  he  had  been  conqueror  of  India,  and  was  averfe  it  fhould 
be  conquered  a  fecond  time.  In  the  fame  ignorance  of  the  Epic 
conduct  is  the  vacant  account  of  Bacchus  and  the  Moor.  But 
let  our  critic  be  told,  that  through  the  fides  of  Camoens,  if  his 
blow  will  avail,  he  has  murdered  both  Homer  and  Virgil.  What 
condemns  the  council  of  Jove  in  the  Lufiad,  condemns  the  coun- 
cils 
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other  modern  ones  is  the  moft  unexceptionable  in  this, 
were  in  this  mixture  the  moft  egregioufly  unfufferable — 
Befides,  whatever  has  the  fanclion  of  the  celebrated  name 
of  Voltaire  will  be  remembered,  and  unlefs  circumftanti- 

ally 

cils  of  Jove  in  thefe  models  of  the  Epopoeia  f.  What  condemns 
Bacchus  and  the  Moor,  condemns  the  part  of  Juno  in  the  Eneid, 
and  every  interpofition  of  Juro  and  Neptune  in  Homer.  To  make 
the  Lufians  believe  that  MombafTa  was  inhabited  by  Chriftians, 
the  Moors  took  the  AmbafTadors  of  Gama  to  a  houfe,  where 
they  fhewed  them  a  Chriftian  altar.  This  is  hiftory.  Camoens, 
in  the  true  fpirit  of  the  Epic  poetry,  afcribes  this  appearance  to 
the  illulion  of  Bacchus.  Hector  and  Turnus  are  both  thus  de- 
ceived. And  Bacchus,  as  already  proved,  was  efteemed  a  fallen 
angel  when  our  poet  wrote.  Nor  are  the  ancients  alone  thus  re- 
probated in  the  fentence  paffed  upon  Camoens.  If  his  machinery 
mull  be  condemned,  with  what  accumulated  weight  muft  his 
fentence  fall  upon  the  greateft  of  our  modern  poets  !  But  the 
myftery  is  eafily  explained:  there  are  a  race  of  Critics,  who  can- 
not perceive  the  noble  profopopceia  of  Milton's  angels,  who  pre- 
fer Voltaire's  Henriade  to  the  Paradife  Lojl,  who  would  reduce 
a  Virgil  to  a  Lucan,  a  Camoens  to  a  mere  hiftorian  :  who  would 
ftrip  poetry  of  all  her  ornaments,  becaufe  they  cannot  fee  them, 
of  all  her  paflions,  becaufe  they  cannot  feel  them  ;  in  a  word,  who 
would  leave  her  nothing  but  the  neatnefs,  the  cadence,  and  the 
tinkle  of  verfe. 


f  It  is  truly  aflonifhing,  that  one  who  has  read  the  Epic  poets  fliould  have 
made  this  objeclion.  A  School-hoy  needs  not  to  be  told  how  often  a  coun- 
cil of  the  Gods  occurs  in  the  Iliad,  Odyfley,  and  Encid.  A  part  of  Mr. 
Pope's  note  on  the  fifth  Odyfley,  may  with  propriety  be  here  cited.  "  This 
"  book,  as  well  asthe  fir  ft,"  i'ayshe,  "  opens  with  anaffembly  of  the  G6<  s. 
"  This  is  done  to  give  an  air  of  importance  to  his  poem,  and  to  prepare  tin 
id  of  the  reader  to  expert  every  thin.;  that  is  great  and  noble,  whin 
**  Heaven  is  engaged  in  the  care  and  protection  of  his  '■- 
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ally  refuted,  may  one  time,  perhaps,  *  be  appealed  to,    as 

deciflve,  in  the  controverfies  of  literary  f  merit. 

Other 

*  Voltaire's  defcription  of  the  apparition  near  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope,  is  juft  as  wide  of  the  original  as  bombafr.  is  from 
the  true  fublime  :  yet  it  has  been  cited  by  feveral  writers.  In 
Camoens  a  dark,  cloud  hovers  over  the  fleet,  a  tremendous  noife 
is  heard,  Gama  exclaims  in  amazement,  and  the  apparition  ap- 
pears in  the  air, 

■  fifing  thro'  the  darken'd  air, 
Appall'd  we  faw  an  hideous  Phantom  glare.— 

Every  part  of  the  defcription  in  Camoens  is  fublime  and  nobly 
adapted  for  the  pencil.  In  Voltaire's  laft  edition,  the  paiTage  is 
thus  rendered — "  C'ejl  une fantime  quo f'eleve — it  is  a  phantom 
which  rifes  from  the  bottom  of  the  fea,  his  head  touches  the 
clouds  ;  the  tempefts,  the  winds,  the  thunders  are  around  him, 
his  arms  are  ftretched  afar  over  the  furface  of  the  waters" — Yet 
not  one  pi<5turefque  idea  of  this  is  in  the  original.  If  the  Phan- 
tom's arms  are  ftretched  upon  the  furface  of  the  waters,  his 
fhoulders,   and  his  head,  which   touches  the  clouds,,  mufl  only 

be 

f  As  we  have  paid  attention  to  the  ftrictures  of  Voltaire,  fome 
is  alfo  due  to  the  praifes  which  he  beftows  upon  the  Lufiad. 
Though  he  falfely  aflerts  that  it  wants  connection,  he  immediate- 
ly adds,  "  Tout  celaprouve  en/in,  que  Pouvrage  ejl  plein  des  grandes 
beautes — This  only  proves,  in  fine,  that  the  work  is  full  of  grand 
beauties,  fince  thefe  two  hundred  years  it  has  been  the  delight  of 
an  ingenious  nation." — The  fiction  of  the  apparition,  he  owns, 
will  pleafe  in  every  age;  and  of  the  epifode  of  Inez,  he  fays,  // 
y  a  pen  d'endroits  dans  Virgile  plus  attendr'ijfants  &  mieux  ecr'its-—* 
There  are  few  parts  of  Virgil  more  tender  or  better  written." 
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Other  views  of  the  conduct  of  the  Lufiad  now  offer 
themfelves.  Befides  the  above  remarks,  many  obfervati- 
ons  on  the  machinery  and  poetical  conduct,  are  m  their 
proper  places  fcattered  throughout  the  notes.  The  exu- 
berant exclamations  of  Camoens  are  there  defended.  Here 
let  it  only  be  added,  that  the  unity  of  action  is  not  inter- 
rupted by  thefe  parenthefes,  and  that  if  Milton's  beautiful 
complaint  of  his  blindnefs  be  not  an  imitation  of  them,  it 
is  in  the  fame  manner  and  fpirit.  Nor  will  we  fcruple  to 
pronounce,  that  fuch  addreffes  to  the  Mufe  would  have 

been 

be  above  the  tide.  Yet,  though  this  imagerie,  with  tempefts, 
winds,  and  thunders  hanging  around  him,  would  be  truly  abfurd 
upon  canvas,  a  celebrated  Italian  writer  has  not  only  cited  Vol- 
taire's defcription,  as  that  of  the  original,  but  has  mended  that  of 
the  Frenchman  by  a  ftroke  of  his  own.  "The  feet  of  the  Phan- 
tom, fays  Slgnor  Algarott'i,  are  in  the  unfathomable  abyfs  of  the  fea." 
(See  his  treatife  on  Newton's  Theory  of  Light  and  Colours.)  And 
certainly,  if  his  moulders  and  head  reached  from  the  furface  of 
the  waters  to  the  clouds,  the  length  which  the  Signor  has  given 
to  his  parts  under  the  water  was  no  bad  calculation.  Nor  is  Al- 
garotti  the  only  abfurd  retailer  of  Voltaire's  mifreprefentations. 
An  Englifh  Traveller,  who  lately  publifhed  an  account  of  Spain 
and  Portugal,  has  quite  completed  the  figure.  "  Ses  brasf'eten- 
dent  au  loin  fur  la  furface  des  eaux,  fays  Voltaire  ;  and  our  Travel- 
ler thus  tranflates  it,  "  His  arms  extend  over  the  whole  furface 
of  the  waters."  And  thus  the  burlefque  painter  is  furnifhed  with  the 
fineft  defign  imaginable  for  the  mock,  fublime.  A  figure  up  to  the 
arm-pits  in  the  water,  its  arms  extending  over  the  whole  furface 
of  the  fea,  its  head  in  the  clouds,  and  its  feet  in  the  unfathomable 
abyfs  of  the  ocean  !  very  line  indeed,  it  is  impoffible  to  mend  it 
farther. 
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been  admired  in  Homer,  are  an  interefting  improvement 
on  the  Epopoeia,  and  will  certainly  be  imitated,  if  ever  the 
world  fliall  behold  another  real  Epic  poem. 

The  Lufiad,  fays  Voltaire,  contains  a  fort  of  Epic  poetry 
unheard  of  before.  No  heroes  arc  wounded  a  thoufand  different 
ways  ;  no  woman  enticed  away  and  the  world  overturned  for 
her  caufe. — But  the  very  want  of  thefe,  in  place  of  fupport- 
ing  the  objection  intended  by  Voltaire,  points  out  the  hap- 
py judgment  and  peculiar  excellence  of  Camoens.  If 
Homer  has  given  us  all  the  fire  and  hurry  of  battles,  he 
has  alfo  given  us  all  the  uninterefting  tirefome  detail.  What 
reader  but  muft  be  tired  with  the  deaths  of  a  thoufand  he- 
roes, who  are  never  mentioned  before  nor  afterward  in 
the  poem.  Yet  in  every  battle  we  are  wearied  out  with 
fuch  Gazette  returns  of  the  flain  and  wounded 

*Ev0a  -ri'va  -ffirgaJTOV,  tlva  %'lcPia.TOV  l*Evagi*EV 

"Exl&if  n^iSjUi'Suj,  ore  o\  Zeus  jtJS&j  eJhixev  ; 
Ao-o-tticv  fxlv  it^Zra,   not  Avtovoc;;  Kai  'OTrimv, 
Kai  AoXowa  KXjliSr.v,  Hal  'O^iEXliov,  »]$  'AyiXaov, 

Aicvfxtiv  t  H^ov  te,   Kai  'Ittttovoov  fAivexagf/.w 

Ttfj  ap,'oy  hyl{A.ovas  Aavauv  eXev  air  kg  lw£(1* 

nXljfluV"    if  OWOTE,   &C. 

II.  lib.  XI.  lin.  299. 
Thus  imitated  by  Virgil, 

Caedicus  Alcathoum  obftruncat,  Sacrator  Hydafpem  : 
Partheniumque  Rapo,  &  praedurum  viribus  Orfen : 
MefTapus  Cloniumque,  Lycaoniumque  Ericetem  : 

Ilium, 
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Ilium,  infrsenis  equi  lapfu  tellure  jacentem  ; 
Hunc,  pedite*m  pedes.     Et  Lycius  procefTerat  Agis, 
Quern  tamen  haud  expers  Valerus  virtutis  avitse 
Dejecit :  Atronium  Salius  ;  Saliumque  Nealces 

JEn.  1.  x.  747. 

With  fuch  catalogues  is  every  battle  extended  ;  and  what 
can  be  more  tirefome  than  fuch  uninterefting  defcriptions 
and  their  imitations !  If  the  idea  of  the  battle  be  raifed 
by  fuch  enumeration,  (till  the  copy  and  original  are  fo 
near  each  other,  that  they  can  never  pleafe  in  two  feparate 
poems.  Nor  are  the  greater  parts  of  the  battles  of  the 
Eneid  much  more  diftant  from  thofe  of  the  Iliad.  Though 
Virgil  with  great  art  has  introduced  a  Camilla,  a  Pallas, 
and  a  Laufus,  ftill  in  many  particulars,  and  in  the  fights 
there  is,  upon  the  whole,  fuch  a  famenefs  with  the  Iliad, 
that  the  learned  reader  of  the  Eneid  is  deprived  of  the  plea- 
fure  infpired  by  originality.  If  the  man  of  tafte,  how- 
ever, will  be  pleafed  to  mark  how  the  genius  of  a  Virgil 
has  managed  a  war  after  a  Homer,  he  will  certainly  be  tir- 
ed with  a  dozen  of  Epic  poems  in  the  fame  ftyle.  Where 
the  fiege  of  a  town  and  battles  are  the  fubject  of  an  Epic, 
there  will  of  neceffity,  in  the  characters  and  circumftances, 
be  a  refemblance  to  Homer ;  and  fuch  poem  muft  therefore 
want  originality.  Happy  for  TafTo,  the  variation  of  man- 
ners, and  his  mafterly  fuperiority  over  Homer  in  defcrib- 
ing  his  duels,  have  given  his  Jerufalem  an  air  of  novelty. 
Yet  with  all  the  difference  between  Chriftian  and  Pagan 

heroes, 
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heroes,  we  have  a  Priam,  an  Agamemnon,  an  Achilles, 
&c.  armies  Slaughtered,  and  a  city  befieged.      In  a  word, 
we  have  a  handforne  copy  of  the  Iliad  in  the  Jerufalem  de- 
livered.    If  fome  imitations,  however,  have  been  fuccefs- 
ful,  how  many  other  Epics  of  ancient  and  modern  times 
have  hurried  down  the  (beam  of  oblivion  !  Some  of  their 
authors  had  poetical  merit,  but  the  fault  was  in  the  choice 
of  their  fubjects.     So  fully  is  the  ftrife  of  war  exhaufted  by 
Homer,  that  Virgil  and  TafTo  could  add  to  it  but  little 
novelty  j  no  wonder,  therefore,  that  fo  many  Epics  on 
battles  and  fieges  have  been  fuffered  to  fink  into  utter  ne- 
glect.    Camoens,  perhaps,  did   not  weigh  thefe  circum- 
ftances ;  but  the  ftrength  of  his  poetical  genius  directed 
him.     He  could  not  but  feel  what  it  was  to  read  Virgil 
after  Homer ;  and  the  original  turn  and  force  of  his  mind 
led  him  from  the  beaten  track  of  Helens  and  Lavinias, 
Achillefes  and  Hectors,  fieges  and  {laughters,  where  the 
hero  hews  down  and  drives  to  flight  whole  armies  with  his 
own  fword.     To  conftitute  a  poem  worthy  of  the  name  of 
Epic  in  the  higheft  and  ftricleft  fenfe,  fome  grand  charac- 
teriftics  of  fubjecl  and  conduct,  peculiarly  its  own,  are  ab- 
iblutely   necefTary.      Of  all  the  moderns,  Camoens  and 
Milton  have  alone  attained  this  grand  peculiarity  in  an 
eminent  degree.      Camoens  was  the  firft  genuine  and  fuc- 
cefsful  poet  who  wooed  the  modern  Epic  Mufe,  and  fhe 
gave  him  the  wreath  of  a  firft  I^over  :  A  fort  of  Epic  Poe- 
try unheard  of  before  ;  or,  as  Voltaire  calls  it  (in  his  laft 
edition,)  une  nouvelle  efpece  d'Epopee.     And  the  grandeft 

fubjeft 
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fubjecl:  it  is  (of  profane  hiftory)  which  the  world  has  ever 
beheld  f .  A  voyage  efteemed  too  great  for  man  to  dare  ; 
the  adventures  of  this  voyage,  through  unknown  cceans, 
deemed  unnavigable  ;  the  Eaftern  World  happily  difcover- 
ed,  and  for  ever  indhTolubly  joined  and  given  to  the  Wef- 
tern  ;  the  grand  Portuguefe  empire  in  the  Eaft  founded  ; 
the  humanization  of  mankind,  and  univerfal  commerce 
the  confequence  !  What  are  the  adventures  of  an  old  fa- 
bulous hero's  arrival  in  Britain,  what  are  Greece  and  La- 
tium  in  arms  for  a  woman,  compared  to  this  !  Troy  is  in 
aihes,  and  even  the  Roman  empire  is  no  more.  But  the 
effects  of  the  voyage,  adventures,  and  bravery  of  the  Hero 
of  the  Lufiad,  will  be  felt  and  beheld,  and  perhaps  in- 
creafe  in  importance,  while  the  world  ihall  remain. 

Happy  in  his  choice,  happy  alfo  was  the  genius  of  Ca- 
vol.  i.  X  moens 

-j-  The  Drama  and  the  Epopceia  are  in  nothing  fo  different  as  in 
this  :  The  fubjecls  of  the  Drama  are  inexhauftible,  thofe  of  the 
Epopceia  are  perhaps  exhaufted.  He  who  chufes  war  and  the  war- 
like characters,  cannot  appear  as  an  original.  It  was  well  for  the 
memory  of  Pope,  that  he  did  not  write  the  Epic  poem  he  intend- 
ed. It  would  have  been  only  a  copy  of  Virgil.  Camoens  and 
Milton  have  been  happy  in  the  novelty  of  their  fubjeds  ;  and  thefe 
they  have  exhaufted.  There  cannot  poflibly  be  fo  important  a 
voyage  as  that  which  gave  the  Eaftern  World  to  the  Weftern. 
And  did  even  the  ftory  of  Columbus  afford  materials  equal  to  that 
of  Gama,  the  adventures  of  the  hero,  and  the  view  of  the  extent 
of  his  difcoveries,  mull  now  appear  as  fervile  copies  of  the  Lufiad. 
The  view  of  Spanifh  America,  given  in  the  Auracana,  is  not  only 
a  mere  copy,  but  is  introduced  even  by  the  very  maphinery  of 
Camoens. 
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moens  in  the  method  of  purfuing  his  fubject.  He  has  nor, 
like  Taflb,  given  it  a  total  appearance  of  fiction  ;  nor  ha? 
he,  like  Lucan,  excluded  allegory  and  poetical  machinery. 
Whether  he  intended  it  or  not,  for  his  genius  was  fuffici- 
ent  to  faggeft  its  propriety,  the  judicious  precept  of  Petro- 
nius  is  the  model  of  the  Lufiad.  That  elegant  writer  pro- 
pofes  a  poem  on  the  civil  war  j  Ecce  Bdli  Civilisy  fays  he, 

ingens  cpus Non  enim  res  gejl<z   verfibus  comprehendenda 

funt  (quod  longe  melius  hijiortci  faciunt  J  fed  per  ambages  Deo- 
rumque  mintfleria,  &  fabitlofum  fenteiitiarum  tormentum  pra- 
cipitandus  eji  liber  fpiritus  :   ut potius  furentis  an'imi  vaticina- 

iio  apparent y   quam  religiofe  oratlonis  fib  teflibus  fides No 

poem,  ancient  or  modern,  merits  this  character  in  any  de- 
gree comparative  to  the  Lufiad.  A  truth  of  hifiory  is  pre- 
ferred, yet,  what  is  improper  for  the  hiftorian,  the  minif- 
try  of  heaven  is  employed,  and  the  free  fpirit  of  poetry 
throws  itfelf  into  fictions,  which  make  the  whole  appear 
as  an  efliifion  of  prophetic  fury,  and  not  like  a  rigid  detail 
of  facts  given  under  the  fanction  of  witneffes.  Contrary  to 
Lucan,  who,  in  the  above  rules  drawn  from  the  nature  of 
poetry,  is  feverely  condemned  by  Petronius,  Camoens  con- 
ducts his  poem  per  ambages  Deorumque  minijleria.  The  ap- 
parition, which  in  the  night  hovers  athwart  the  fleet  near 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  is  the  grandeft  fiction  in  human 
compofition ;  the  invention  his  own  !  In  the  Ifland  of  Ve- 
nus, the  ufe  of  which  fiction  in  an  Epic  poem  is  alfo  his 
own,  he  lias  given  the  completed  aflemblage  of  all  the 
flowers  which  have  ever  adorned  the  bowers  of  love.    And 

never 
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never  was  the  furentis  animi  vaticinatio  more  confpicuoufly 
difplayed  than  in  the  prophetic  fong,  the  view  of  the 
fpheres,  and  of  the  globe  of  the  earth.  Taflb's  imitation 
of  the  Ifland  of  Venus  is  not  equal  to  the  original ;  and 
though  "  Virgil's  myrtles  *  dropping  blood  are  nothing  to 
f  (  Taflb's  inchanted  foreft,"  what  are  all  Ifmeno's  inchant- 
ments  to  the  grandeur  and  horror  of  the  appearance,  pro- 
phecy, and  evanifhment  of  the  fpectre  of  Camoens  !  f — It 
has  been  long  agreed  among  the  critics,  that  the  folemnity 
of  religious  obfervances  gives  great  dignity  to  the  hiftorical 
narrative  of  the  Epopoeia.  Camoens,  in  the  embarkation 
of  the  fleet,  and  in  feveral  other  places,  is  peculiarly  happy 
in  the  dignity  of  religious  allufions.  Manners  and  charac- 
ter are  alio  required  in  the  Epic  poem.  But  all  the  Epics 
which  have  appeared,  are,  except  two,  mere  copies  of  the 
Iliad  in  thefe.  Every  one  has  its  Agamemnon,  Achilles, 
Ajax,  and  UJyiTes,  its  calm,  furious,  grofs,  and  intelligent 
hero.  Camoens  and  Milton  happily  left  this  beaten  track, 
this  exhaufted  field,  and  have  given  us  pictures  of  manners 
unknown  in  the  Iliad,  the  Eneid,  and  all  thole  poems  which 
may  be  claiTed  with  the  Thebaid.       The  Lufiad  abounds 

X  2  with 

*  See  Letters  on  Chivalry  and  Romance. 

-j-  The  Lufiad  is  alfo  rendered  poetical  by  other  fictions.  The 
elegant  fatire  on  king  Sebaftian,  under  the  name  of  Acteon  ;  and 
the  profopopoeia  of  the  populace  of  Portugal  venting  their  mur- 
murs upon  the  beach  when  Gama  fets  fail,  difplay  the  richnefs  of 
our  Author's  poetical  genius,  and  are  not  inferior  to  any  thing  of 
the  kind  in  the  Claffics. 
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with  pictures  of  manners,  from  thofe  of  the  highefl 
chivalry,  to  thofe  of  the  rudeft,  fierceft,  and  moft  inno- 
cent barbarifm.  In  the  fifth,-  fixth,  and  ninth  books, 
Leonardo  and  Velofo  are  painted  in  ftronger  colours  than 
any  of  the  inferior  characters  in  Virgil.  But  ftriking  cha- 
racter, indeed,  is  not  the  excellence  of  the  Eneid.  That 
of  Monzaida,  the  friend  of  Gama,  is  much  fuperior  to  that 
of  Achates.  The  bafe,  felfifh,  perfidious,  and  cruel  cha- 
racter of  the  Zamorim  and  the  Moors,  are  painted  in  the 
ftrongeft  colours ;  and  the  character  of  Gama  himfelf,  is 
that  of  the  finifhed  hero.  His  cool  command  of  his  pafii- 
ons,  his  deep  fagacity,  his  fixed  intrepidity,  his  tendernefs 
of  heart,  his  manly  piety,  and  his  high  enthufiafm  in  the 
love  of  his  country,  are  all  difplayed  in  the  fuperlative  de- 
gree.  And  to  the  novelty  of  the  manners  of  the  Lufiad, 

let  the  novelty  of  fire-arms  alfo  be  added.  It  has  been  faid, 
that  the  buckler,  the  bow,  and  the  fpear,  muft  ever  con- 
tinue the  arms  of  poetry.  Yet,  however  unfuccefsful  others 
may  have  been,  Camoens  has  proved  that  fire-arms  may 
be  introduced  with  the  greateft  dignity  and  fineft  effect  in 
the  Epic  Poem. 

As  the  grand  intereft  of  commerce  and  of  mankind 
forms  the  fubject  of  the  Lufiad,  fo  with  great  propriety, 
as  necefTary  accompaniments  to  the  voyage  of  his  Hero, 
the  Author  has  given  poetical  pictures  of  the  four  parts  or 
the  world.  In'  the  third  book  a  view  of  Europe  j  in  the 
fifth  a  view  of  Africa  ;  and  in  the  tenth,  a  picture  of  Afia 

and 
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snd  America.  Homer  and  Virgil  have  been  highly  praifed 
for  their  judgment  in  their  felection  of  fubjects  which  in- 
terefted  their  countrymen  j  and  Statius  has  been  as  fevere- 
ly  condemned  for  his  uninterefting  choice.  But  though 
the  fubject  of  Camoens  be  particularly  interefting  to  his 
countrymen,  it  has  alfo  the  peculiar  happinefs  to  be  the 
Poem  of  every  trading  nation.  It  is  the  Epic  Poem  of  the 
Birth  of  Commerce.  And  in  a  particular  manner  the  Epic 
Poem  of  that  country  which  has  the  controul  and  pofTeffi- 
on  of  the  commerce  of  India. 

An  unexhaufled  fertility  and  variety  of  poetical  defcrip- 
tion,  an  unexhaufted  elevation  of  fentiment,  and  a  conftant 
tenor  of  the  grand  fimplicity  of  diction,  complete  the  cha- 
racter of  the  Lufiad  of  Camoens :  A  poem,  which,  though 
it  has  hitherto  received  from  the  public  mofl  unmerited 
neglect,  and  from  the  critics  mod  flagrant  injuftice,  was 
yet  better  underftood  by  the  greateft  poet  of  Italy.  TafTo 
never  did  his  judgment  more  credit,  than  when  he  confefT- 
ed  that  he  dreaded  Camoens  as  a  rival  \  or  his  generofity 
more  honour,  than  when  he  addrefTed  this  elegant  Sonnet 
to  the  Hero  of  the  Lufiad  : 

S     O    N    N    E    T    T    O. 

Vafco,  le  cui  felici,  ardite  antenne 
In  contro  al  fol,  che  ne  riporta  il  giorno 
Spiegar  le  vele,  e  fer  colaritomo, 
Dove  egli  par  che  di  cadere  accenne  ; 

Non 
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Non  piu  di  te  per  afpro  mar  foftenne 
Quel,  che  fece  al  Ciclope  oltraggio,  e  icorno  j 
Ne  chi  torbo  l'Arpie  nel  fuo  foggiorno  ; 
Ne  die  piu  bel  foggetto  a  colte  penne. 

Et  hor  quella  del  colto,  e  buon'  Luigi, 
Tant'  oltre  ftende  il  gloriofo  volo 
Che  i  tuoi  fpalmati  legni  andar  men  lunge. 
Ond'  a  quelli,   a  cui  s'alza  il  noftro  polo, 
Et  a  chi  ferma  in  contra  i  fuoi  veftigi, 
Per  lui  del  corfo  tuo  la  fama  aggiunge. 

SONNET. 

Vafco,   whofe  bold  and  happy  bovvfprit  bore 
Againft  the  riling  morn  ;   and,  homeward  fraught, 
Whofe  fails  came  weftward  with  the  day,  and  brought 
The  wealth  of  India  to  thy  native  fhore  ; 
Ne'er  did  the  Greek  fuch  length  of  feas  explore, 
The  Greek,  who  forrow  to  the  Cyclop  wrought  j 
And  he,  who,  Victor,  with  the  Harpies  fought, 
Never  fuch  pomp  of  naval  honours  wore. 

Great  as  thou  art,  and  peerlefs  in  renown, 
Yet  thou  to  Camoens  ow'ft  thy  nobleft  fame  ; 
Farther  than  thou  didft  fail,   his  deathlefs  fong 
Shall  bear  the  dazzling  fplendor  of  thy  name ; 
And  under  many  a  Iky  thy  actions  crown, 
While  Time  and  Fame  together  glide  along. 


ft 
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It  only  remains  to  give  fome  account  of  the  Verfion  of 
the  Lufiad,  which  is  now  offered  to  the  Public.  Befides 
the  Tranflations  mentioned  in  the  life  of  Camoens,  M. 
Duperron  De  Caftera,  in  1735,  gave  in  French  profe  a 
loofe  unpoetical  paraphrafe  *  of  the  Lufiad.     Nor  does  Sir 

Richard 

*  Caftera  was  every  way  unequal  to  his  talk.  He  did  not 
perceive  his  author's  beauties.  He  either  fupprefTes  or  lowers  the 
moft  poetical  paflages, .and  (ubftitutes  French  tinfel  and  imperti- 
nence in  their  place.  In  the  neceffary  illustrations  in  the  notes, 
the  citations  from  Caftera  will  vindicate  this  character. 

Soon  after  the  firft  publication  of  the  Englifli  Lufiad,  a  new 
French  profe  tranflation  of  Camoens  was  publifhed  by  Mr.  Le  da 
Harpe.  He  confefles  that  he  received  a  literal  tranflation  of  his 
Author,  from  a  perfon  well  acquainted  with  the  Original.  This, 
he  fays,  he  propofed  to  animate  with  the  fire  of  poetry  ;  and  he 
owns  he  has  fometimes  abridged  his  text.  His  ftyle,  however, 
is  much  lefs  poetical  than  even  Caftera's,  whom  he  fevcrely  con- 
demns. A  literal  profe  tranflation  of  poetry  is  an  attempt  as  ab- 
furd  as  to  translate  fire  into  water.  What  a  wretched  figure  do  the 
moft  elegant  odes  of  Horace  make  in  a  literal  profe  tranflation  ! 
And  no  literal  tranflation  for  the  ufe  of  fchools  was  ever  more 
unlike  the  Original,  in  fpirit,  vigour,  and  elegance,  than 
the  fometimes  literal,  and  fometimes  mangled  verfion  of  M.  de 
La  Harpe,  which  feems  to  be  publifhed  as  afacrifice  to  the  wound- 
ed vanity  of  his  admired  Voltaire.  La  Harpe  ftands  forth, 
againft  Caftera,  as  the1  defender  of  Voltaire's  criticifm  on  the 
Lufiad.  Caftera,  indeed,  has  fometimes  abfurdly  defended  his 
Author  ;  but  a  tranflator  of  the  Lufiad,  who  could  not  perceive 
the  many  grofs  mifreprefentations  of  Voltaire,  muft  have  hurried 
pyer  his  Author  with  very  little  attention.     He  adopts  the  fpirit 

of 
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Richard  Fan  (haw's  Englifh  vcriion,  publifhed  during  the 
ufurpation  of  Cromwell,  merit  a  better  character.  Though 
ftanza  be  rendered  for  ftanza,  though  at  firfh  view  it  has 
the  appearance  of  being  exceedingly  literal,  this  verfion  is 
neverthelefs  unfaithful.     Uncountenanced  by  his  original, 

Fanfhaw teems  with  many  a  dead-born  jejl  * Nor  had 

he  the  leaft  idea  of  the  dignity  of  the  Epic  f  ftyle,  or  of  the 

true 

of  all  Voltaire's  objections,  and  commends  only  where  he 
commends.  Want  of  unity  in  the  Epic  conduct  is  Voltaire's 
very  rafh  character  of  Camoens.  And  La  Harpe  as  rafhly 
afferts,  that  the  poem  ends  in  the  feventh  book,  when 
Gama  arrives  in  India.  But  he  might  as  well  have  avert- 
ed, that  the  Eneid  ends  with  the  landing  of  Eneas  in  Italy. 
Both  heroes  have  much  to  accomplifh  after  their  arrival  in 
the  defired  country.  And  the  return  of  Gama,  after  having  fub- 
dued  every  danger,  is  exactly  parallel  to  the  death  of  Turnus. 
And  this  Return,  without  which  Gama's  enterprize  is  incom- 
plete, is  managed  by  Camoens,  at  the  clofe  of  his  poem,  in  the 
concife  and  true  fpirit  of  Virgil.  A  tranflator  of  the  Lufiad,  who 
Id  not  perceive  this,  is  indeed  vwjl  ingenioujly  fuperficial.  But 
La  Harpe' s  fentence  on  the  Paradife  Loft,  which  he  calls  "  digne 
' '  d'unfiecle  de  barbarie-~ worthy  of  age  of  an  barbarity,"  will  give 
the  Englifh  reader  a  juft  idea  of  his  poetical  tafte. 
*   Pope,  OdyrT.  xx. 

•f-  Richard  Fanihaw,  Efq ;  afterwards  Sir  Richard,  was  Eng- 
lifh Ambaffador,  both  at  Madrid  and  Lifbon.  He  had  a  tafte  for 
literature,  and  tranflated  from  the  Italian  feveral  pieces,  which 
were  of  fervice  in  the  refinement  of  our  poetry.  Though  his  Lu- 
fiad, by  the  dedication  of  it  to  WiMiam  Earl  of  Strafford,  dated 
May  i,  1655,  feems  as  publifhed  by  himfelf,  we  are  told  by  the 
Editor  of  his  Letters,  that  "  during  the  unfettled  times  of  our 

"  Anarchy> 
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true  fpirit  of  poetical  tranflation.  For  this,  indeed,  no 
definite  rule  can  be  given.     The  Tranflator's  feelings  alone 

muft 

"  Anarchy,  fome  of  his  MSS.  falling  by  misfortune  into  unfkilfu! 
"  hands,  were  printed  andpublifhed  without  his  confent  or  know- 
"  ledge,  and  before  he  could  give  them  his  laft  finifhing  ilrokes  : 
"  Such  was  his  tranflation  of  the  Lufiads." 

The  great  refpect  due  to  the  memory  of  a  gentleman,   who,  in 
the  unpropitious  age  of  a  Cromwell,   endeavoured  to  cultivate  the 
Englifh  Mufes,  and  the  acknowledgment   of  his  friend,  that  his 
Lufiad  received   not  his  finifning  ftrokes,   may  feem  to  demand 
that  a  veil  lhould  be  thrown  over  its  faults.     And  not  a  blemifh 
fhould    have  been  pointed  out  by  the    prefent  Tranflator,  if  the 
reputation  of  Camoens  were   unconcerned,  and  if  it  were  not  a 
duty  he  owed  his  reader  to  give  a  fpecimen  of  the  former  tranfla- 
tion.   We  have  proved  that  Voltaire  read  and  drew  his  opinion  of 
the  Lufiad  from  Fanfhaw.     And  Rapin  moft  probably  drew  his 
from   the  fame  fource.      Perfpicuity  is  the  characleriftic  of  Ca- 
moens ;    yet    Rapin    fays,    his  verfes   are  fo  obfeure   they    ap- 
pear like  myfteries.    Fanfhaw  is  indeed  fo  obfeure,  that  the  prefent 
Tranflator,  in  dipping  into  him,  into  parts  which  he  had  even  then 
tranflated,    has  often  been  obliged  to  have  recourfe  to  the  Portu- 
guefe,   to  difcover  his  meaning.      Sancho    Panza  was  not  fonder 
of  proverbs.     He  has  thruft  many  into  his  verfion.      He  can  ne- 
ver  have   enough   of   conceits,  low   allufions,    and   expreflionso 
When  gathering  of  flowers,  "  as  bon'inas  apanhando,"  is  Amply 
mentioned   (C.  9.   ft.    24.)   he  gives  it,  gather  djlc- vers  by pecks. 
And  the  Indian  Regent  is  avaricious  (C.  o,  ft.  95.) 

Meaning  a  better  penny  thence  to  get. 

But  enough  of  thefe  have  already  appeared  in  the  notes.  It  is  ne- 
cefTary  now  to  give  a  few  of  his  ftanzas  entire,  that  the  reader  may 
form  an  idea  of  the  manner  and  fpirit  of  the  old  tranflation.     Nor 

fhal] 
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muft  direct  him  ;  for  the  fpirit  of  poetry  is.fure  to  evapo- 
rate in  literal  tranflation. 

Literal  tranflation  of  poetry  is  in  reality  a  folecifm.  You 
may  conftrue  your  author,  indeed,  but  if  with  fome 
Tranflators  you  boaft  that  you  have  left  your  author  to 
fpeak  for  himfelf,  that  you  have  neither  added  nor  dimi- 
nifhed,  you  have  in  reality  grofsly  abufed  him,  and  deceived 
yourfelf.  Your  literal  tranflation  can  have  no  claim  to 
the  original  felicities  of  expreffion,  the  energy,  elegance, 
and  fire  of  the  original  poetry.  It  may  bear,  indeed,  a 
refemblance,  but  fuch  a  one  as  a  corpfe  in  the  fepulchre 
bears  to  the  former  man  when  he  moved  in  the  bloom  and 
vigour  of  life. 

Nee  verbum  verbo  curabis  redderet  fides 
Inter prcs 

was  the  tafte  of  the  Auguftan  age.  None  but  a  Poet  can 
tranflate  a  Poet.  The  freedom  which  this  precept  gives, 
will,  therefore,  in  a  poet's  hands,  not  only  infufe  the  en- 
ergy, elegance,  and  fire  of  his  author's  poetry  into  his  own 
verfion,  but  will  give  it  alfo  the  fpirit  of  an  original. 

He  who  can  conftrue  may  perform  all  that  is  claimed  by 
the  literal  Tranflator.     He  who  attempts  the  manner  of 

tranflation 

fiiall  we  fele&  the  fpecimens.  The  noble  attitude  of  Mars  in  the 
firft  book,  is  the  firft  fhiking  defcription  in  the  poem,  and  is  thus 
rendered  : 


DISSERTATION.  ccclxvii 

tranflation  prefcribed  by  Horace,  ventures  upon  a  tafk  of 
genius.  Yet,  however  daring  the  undertaking,  and  how- 
ever he  may  have  failed  in  it,  the  Tranflator  acknowledges, 
that  in  this  fpirit  he  endeavoured  to  give  the  Luiiad  in  Eng- 

lifh. 

Lifting  a  little  up  his  Helmct-frght 

('Twas  adamant)  with  confidence  enough, 

To  give  his  vote  himfelf  he  placed  right 

Before  the  throne  of  Jove,  arm'd,  valiant,  tough  : 

And  (giving  with  the  butt-end  of  his  pyke 

A  great  thumpe  on  the  floor  of  pureft  itufTe) 

The  heavens  did  tremble,  and  Apollo's  light 

L  went  and  came,  like  colour  la  a  fright. 

And  the  appearance  of  Indians  in  canoes  approaching  the  fleet,  is 
the  very  next  defcription  which  occurs  ; 

For  ftreight  out  of  that  Ifle  which  feem'd  mod  neer 

Unto  the  continent,  Behold  a  number 

Of  little  Boats  in  companie  appeer, 

Which  (clapping  all  wings  on)  the  long  Sea  funder  ; 

The  men  are  rapt  with  joy,  and  with  the  meer 

Excefs  of  it,  can  <  nly  looks  and  wonder. 

What  nation's  this,  (within  themfelves  they  fay) 
What  rites,  what  laws,  what  king  do  they  obey  ? 

Their  coming  thus  :  In  boats  with  fins  ;  nor  flat, 
But  apt  t'  o'er-fet  (as  being  pinchf  and  long) 
And  then  they'd  faint  like  rats  *.      The  fayles,  of  mat 
Made  of  palm-leaves  wove  curioufly  and  ftrong. 
The  mens  complexion,  the  felf-fame  with  that 
Hsz  gave  the  earth's  burnt  parts  (from  heaven  flung) 

Who  was  more  brave  than  wife  ;  That  this  is  true 

The  Po  doth  know  and  Lampetufa  rue. 

It  may  be  neceflary  to  add,  the  verfion  of  Fanfhaw,  though  the 
Lufiad  very  particularly  requires  them,  was  given  to  the  Public 
without  one  note. 

*  Not  in  the  Original. 
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lifh.     Even  farther  liberties,  in  one  or  two  instances,  Teem- 
ed to  him  advantageous But   a  minutenefs  *  in  the 

mention  of  thefe  will  not,  in  thefe  pages,  appear  with  a 
good  grace.  He  fhall  only  add,  in  this  new  Edition,  that 
fome  of  the  mod  eminent  of  the  Portuguefe  Literati,  both 
in  England,  and  on  the  Continent,  have  approved  of  thefe 
freedoms  ;  and  the  Original  is  in  the  hands  of  the  world. 

It 

Some  liberties  of  a  lefs  poetical  kind,  however,  require  to 
be  mentioned.  In  Homer  and  Virgil's  lifts  of  flain  warriors, 
Dryden  and  Pcpe  have  omitted  feveral  names  which  would  have 
rendered  English  verification  dull  and  tirefome.  Several  allufions 
to  ancient  hiftory  and  fable  have  for  this  reafon  been  abridged,  e. 
g.  In  the  prayer  of  Gama  (Book  6.)  the  mention  of  Paul,  "  thou 
who  deliveredft  Paul,  and  defendedft  him  from  quickfands  and 
wild  waves — 

Das  fcyrtes  arenofas  ISj  ondas  fcas " 

is  omitted.  However  excellent  in  the  original,  the  prayer  in 
Engliih,  fuch  is  the  difference  of  languages,  would  lofe  both  its 
dignity  and  ardour,  if  burthened  with  a  farther  enumeration. 
Nor  let  the  critic,  if  he  find  the  meaning  of  Camoens  in  fome  in- 
ftances altered,  imagine  that  he  has  found  a  blunder  in  the  Tran- 
slator. He  who  chufes  to  fee  a  flight  alteration  of  this  kind, 
will  find  an  inftance,  which  will  give  him  an  idea  of  others,  in 
Can.  8.  ft.  48.  and  another  in  Can.  7.  ft.  41.  It  was  not  to  gra- 
tify the  Dull  Few,  wliofe  greateft  pleafurc  in  reading  a  tranflation 
is  to  fee  what  the  author  exaclly  fays  ;  it  was  to  give  a  poem  that 
ht  live  in  the  Englifh  language  which  was  the  ambition  of  the 
Tranfktor.  And  for  the  fame  reafon  he  has  not  confined  himfelf 
to  the  Portuguefe  or  Spanifh  pronunciation  of  proper  names.  It 
is  ingenioufly  obferved  in  the  Rambler,  that  Milton,  by  the  intro- 
dvi'ftion  of  proper  names,  often  gives  great  dignity  to  his  verfc. 

Regardlefs, 
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It  is  with  particular  pleafure  that  the  Tranfiator  renews 
his  acknowledgments  to  thofe  Gentlemen  who  have  patro- 
nifed  his  work.  On  his  firfl  propofals  to  give  the  Lufiad 
in  Englifh,  the  ingenious  Mr.  Magellan,  of  the  family  of 
the  celebrated  Navigator,  was  zealous  to  promote  its  fuccefs. 
To  many  Portuguefe  Gentlemen  he  owes  the  afiiftance  of 
books  and  information,  conferred  in  the  mod  liberal  man- 
ner :  and  their  approbation  of  his  firft  Edition  reconciles 
him  to  a  review  of  his  labours.  Both  to  public  and  private 
libraries  he  is  much  indebted  ;  particularly  to  the  valuable 
collection  of  Thomas  Pearfon,  Efq;  of  the  Eaft.  India  Com- 
pany's fervice.  The  approbation  expreiTcd  by  feveral  Gen- 
tlemen of  the  Eaft  India  Company,  on  the  appearance  of 
the  poem  on  the  Difcovery  of  India  in  its  Englifh  drefs, 
gave  the  Tranfiator  the  fincereftfatisfaclion.  To  Governor 
Johnftone,  whofe  anceftors  have  been  the  hereditary  pa- 
trons of  the  anceftors  of  the  Translator,  he  is  under  every 

obligation 

Regardlefs,  therefore,  of  Spanifh  pronunciation,  the  Tranfiator 
has  accented  Granada,  Evora,  &c.  in  the  manner  which  feemed 
to  him  to  give  moil  dignity  to  Englifh  verification.  In  the  word 
Sofala  he  has  even  rejected  the  authority  of  Milton,  and  followed 
the  more  fonorous  ufage  of  Fanfhaw.  Thus  Sir  Richard : 
"  Againjl  Sofala* s  batter' d  fort."  And  thus  Milton  :  "  And  Sofala 
thought  Ophir — "  Which  is  the  moll  fonorous  there  can  be  no 
difpute.  If  the  Tranfiator,  however,  is  found  to  have  trefpafTed 
againft  good  tafle  in  thefe  liberties  in  the  pronunciation  of  proper 
names,  he  will  be  very  willing  to  acknowledge  and  correct  his 
error. 
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obligation  which  the  warmeft  zeal  to  promote  the  fuccefs 
of  his  undertaking  can  poffibly  confer.  To  this  Gentle- 
man, in  a  great  meafure,  the  appearance  of  the  Lufiad  in 
Englifh  is  due.  To  the  friendfhip  of  Mr.  Hoole,  the  ele- 
gant Tranflator  of  Taflb,  he  is  peculiarly  indebted.  To 
James  Bofw ell,  Efq;  he  confefTes  many  obligations.  And 
while  thus  he  recollects  with  pleafure  the  names  of  many 
Gentlemen  from  whom  he  has  received  afliftance  or  en- 
couragement, he  is  happy  to  be  enabled  to  add  Dr.  John- 
ion  to  the  number  of  thofe,  whole  kindnefs  for  the  man, 
and  good  willies  for  the  Tranflation,  call  for  his  fincereft 
gratitude.  Nor  muft  a  tribute  to  the  memory  of  Dr.  Gold- 
fmith  be  neglected.  He  faw  a  part  of  this  verfion  j  but 
he  cannot  now  receive  the  thanks  of  the  Tranflator.  The 
manner  in  which  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Buccleugh  took 
the  Englifh  Lufiad  under  his  patronage,  infinitely  inhanc- 
ed  the  honour  of  his  acceptance  of  the  Dedication. 

But,  though  previous  to  publication  the  Translator  was 
thus  flattered  with  the  approbation  of  fome  names,  for 
whom  the  Public  bear  the  greateft  refpeft;  though  he  in- 
troduced to  the  Englifh  Reader  a  Poem,  truly  Virgilian, 
he  confefTed  he  had  his  fears  for  his  fate.  And  however 
the  approbation  of  fome  of  the  greateft  names  in  the  Eng- 
lifh polite  literature  may  have  fince  gratified  his  faultering 
hopes,  the  confcience  of  his  inability  and  the  character  of 
the  age,  gave  no  falfe  foundation  to  his  uneafy  apprehen- 
sions.   We  are  not,  indeed,  in    the  condition  of  ancient 

Rome, 
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Rome,  when,  in  the  declenfion  of  her  literature,  the  La- 
tin tongue  was  defpifed,  and  the  Greek  only  admired.  Yet, 
though  a  mafterly  treatife  in  fome  branches  of  literature 
would  immediately  receive  the  reward  due  to  merit ;  ere 
the  juft  reputation  of  his  poetry  be  fixed,  the  Author  per- 
haps may  be  where  the  applaufe  of  the  world  cannot  come. 
Long  after  Shakefpeare  wrote,  and  thirty  years  after  the 
Paradife  Loft  was  published,  Shaftfbury  pronounced  that 
the  Englifh  Mufes  were  lifping  in  their  cradles.  And  Tem- 
ple, a  much  greater  authority  in  poetical  tafte,  efteems  Sid- 
ney the  greateft  of  all  modern  poets.  Nor  was  his  neglect 
of  Milton  fingular.  Even  though  that  immortal  Author's 
reputation  be  now  fixed,  I  have  known  a  learned  gentleman 
who  could  not  endure  a  line  of  the  Paradife  Loft ;  who 
yet,  with  feeming  rapture,  would  repeat  whole  pages  of 
Ovid.  There  is  a  charm  in  the  found  of  a  language  which 
is  not  debafed  by  familiar  ufe.  And  as  it  was  in  falling 
Rome,  nothing  in  his  vernacular  tongue  will  be  highly 
efteemed  by  the  Scholar  of  dull  tafte.  A  work  which 
claims  poetical  merit,  while  its  reputation  is  uneftablifhed, 
is  beheld,  by  the  great  majority,  with  a  cold  and  a  jea- 
lous eye.  The  prefent  age,  indeed,  is  happily  aufpicious 
to  Science  and  the  Arts ;  but  Poetry  is  neither  the  general 
tafte,  nor  the  fafhionable  favourite  of  thefe  *  times.  Often, 

in 

*   "  Poetry  makes  a  principal  amufement  among  unpolimed 
nations  ;  but  in  a  country  verging  to  the  extremes  of  refinement, 
Paintirg  and  Mufic  come  in  for  a  (hare.     As  thefe  offer  the  fee- 
ble 
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in  the  difpirited  hour,  have  thefe  views  obtruded  upon 
the  Tranflator.  While  he  has  left  his  Author  upon  the 
table  and  •wandered  in  the  fields,  thefe  views  have  cloathed 
themfelves  almoft  imperceptibly  in  the  ftanza  and  allegory 
of  Spenfer.  Thus  connected  with  the  Tranflation  of  Ca- 
moens,  unfinifhed  as  they  are,  they  fhall  clofe  the  Intro- 
duction to  the  Englifh  Lufiad. 

Hence,  vagrant  Minftrel,  from  my  thriving  farm, 
Far  hence,  nor  ween  to  fhed  thy  poifon  here  : 
My  hinds  defpife  thy  lyre's  ignoble  charm  ; 
Seek  in  the  Sloggard's  bowers  thy  ill-earn'd  cheer: 
There  while  thy  idle  chaunting  foothes  their  ear, 
The  noxious  thiftle  choaks  their  fickly  corn  ; 
Their  apple  boughs,  ungrafF'd,  four  wildings  bear, 
And  o'er  the  ill-fenced  dales  with  fleeces  torn 
Unguarded  from  the  fox,  their  lambkins  ftray  forlorn. 

Such  ruin  withers  the  neglected  foil, 
When  to  the  fong  the  ill-ftarr'd  fwain  attends. 
And  well  thy  meed  repays  thy  worthlefs  foil ; 
Upon  thy  houfelefs  head  pale  want  defcends 

In 

ble  mind  a  lefs  laborious  entertainment,  they  at  firft  rival  Poetry, 
and  at  length  fupplant  her  ;  they  engrofs  all  that  favour  once  (hewn 
to  her,  and  though  but  younger  fillers,  feize  upon  the  elder's 
birthright." — Goldfmitb, 
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In  bitter  fhower :  And  taunting  fcorn  ftill  rends, 
And  wakes  thee  trembling  from  thy  golden  dream : 
In  vetchy  bed,  or  loathly  dungeon  ends 

Thy  idled  life What  fitter  may  befeem. 

Who  poifons   thus  the  fount,  fhould  drink  the  poifon'd 
ftream. 

And  is  it  thus,  the  heart-flung  Minftrel  cry'd, 
While  indignation  fhook  his  filver'd  head, 
And  is  it  thus,  the  grofs-fed  lordling's  pride, 
And  hind's  bafe  tongue  the  gentle  Bard  upbraid  i 
And  muft  the  holy  fong  be  thus  repaid 
By  fun-balk'd  ignorance,    and  chorlifh  fcorn  ! 
While  liftlefs  drooping  in  the  languid  (hade 
Of  cold  neglect,  the  facred  Bard  muft  mourn, 
Though  in  his  hallowed  breaft  heaven's  pureft  ardours 
burn  ! 

Yet  how  fublime,   O  Bard,  the  dread  behefr, 
The  awful  truft  to  thee  by  heaven  affign'd  ! 
'Tis  thine  to  humanife  the  favage  breaft, 
And  form  in  Virtue's  mould  the  youthful  mind  j 
Where  lurks  the  latent  fpark  of  generous  kind, 
'Tis  thine  to  bid  the  dormant  ember  blaze  : 
Heroic  rage  with  gentleft  worth  combin'd 
Wide  through  the  land  thy  forming  power  difplays. 
So  fpread  the  olive  boughs  beneath  Dm  Phcebu's  rays. 

vol.  i.  Y  When 
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When  Heaven  decreed  to  foothe  the  feuds  that  tore 
The  wolf-eyed  Barons,  whofe  unletter'd  rage 
Spurn'd  the  fair  Mufe ;  Heaven  bade  on  Avon's  fhore 
A  Shakefpeare  rife  and  foothe  the  barbarous  age ; 
A  Shakefpeare  rofe  ;  the  barbarous  heats  afwage — 
At  diftance  due  how  many  bards  attend  ! 
Enlarged  and  liberal  from  the  narrow  cage 
Of  blinded  zeal  new  manners  wide  extend, 
And  o'er  the  generous  breaftthe  dews  of  heaven  defcend. 

And  fits  it  you,  ye  fons  of  hallowed  power, 
To  hear,  unmoved,  the  tongue  of  fcorn  upbraid 
The  Mufe  neglected  in  her  wintery  bower  ; 
While  proudly  flourifhing  in  princely  fhade 
Her  younger  fifters  lift  the  laurel'd  head — 
And  fhall  the  pencil's  boldefl  mimic  rage, 
Or  fofteft  charms,  fore-doom'd  in  time  to  fade, 
Shall  thefe  be  vaunted  o'er  th'  immortal  page, 
Where  paffion's  living  fires  burn  unimpair'd  by  age  I 

And  fhall  the  warbled  ftrain  or  fweeteft  lyre, 
Thrilling  the  palace  roof  at  night's  deep  hour  j 
And  mall  the  nightingales  in  woodland  choir 
The  voice  of  heaven  in  fweeter  raptures  pour  ' 
Ah  no,  their  fong  is  tranfient  as  the  flower 
Of  April  morn :  In  vain  the  fhepherd  boy 
Sits  liftening  in  the  filent  Autumn  bower  ; 
The  year  no  more  reftores  the  fhort-lived  joy  ; 
And  never  more  his  harp  fhall  Orpheus'  hands  employ. 

Eternal 
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Eternal  Silence  in  her  cold  deaf  ear 
Has  clofed  his  (train  ;  and  deep  eternal  night 
Has  o'er  Apelles'  tints,  fo  bright  while-ere, 
Drawn  her  blank  curtains — never  to  the  fight 

More  to  be  given But  cloath'd  in  heaven's  own  light 

Homer's  bold  painting  fhall  immortal  fhine  ; 

Wide  o'er  the  world  fhall  ever  found  the  might, 

The  raptured  mufic  of  each  deathlefs  line  : 

For  death  nor  time  may  touch  their  living  foul  divine. 

And  what  the  ftrain,  though  Perez  fwell  the  note, 
High  though  its  rapture,  to  the  Mufe  of  fire  ! 
Ah  what  the  tranfient  founds,  devoid  of  thought, 
To  Shakefpeare's  flame  of  ever-burning  ire, 
Or  Milton's  flood  of  mind,  till  time  expire 
Foredocm'd  to  flow  ;  as  heaven's  dread  energy 
Unconfcious  of  the  bounds  of  place 
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Copla  das  Patentes  dos  Vice  Reis,  e  Cap'itaes  Generaes  da  India,  con' 
forme  fe  achao  no  Concelho  Ultramarino  em  L'tjboa. 

s(  "T^\  N....   por  graga  de  Deos  Rey  de  Portugal  e  dos  Algar- 
JL^J'    ves,    d'aquem  e  d'alem-mar   em   Africa,  Senhor    de 
Guine,  e  da  Conquifta,    Navegagao  e  Comercio    da   Ethiopia, 
Arabia,  Perfia,  e  da  India,  &c. 

"  Faco  faber  aos  que  efta  minha  Carta-Patente  virem,  que  aten- 
dendo  a  qualidade,  merecimento,  e  mais  partes  que  concorrem  na 
peflba  de  N....  Hei  por  bem  de  o  nomear  (como  por  efla  no- 
meio)  no  emprego  de  Vice-Rey,  e  Capitao-general  de  mar  e  ter- 
ra, dos  Eftados  da  India,  e  fuas  dependencias,  por  tempo  de 
trez  annos,  e  o  mais  que  Eu  for  fervido,  em  quanto  lhe  nao  no- 
mear fucceflbr ;  e  com  o  dito  governo  avera  o  foldo  de  24,000 
cruzados  pagos  em  cada  hum  anno  na  forma  das  minhas  ordens  : 
e  gozara  de  todas  as  honras,  poderes,  mando,  jurifdicao,  e  alga- 
da,  que  tem,  e  deque  gozarao  os  providos  no  dito  Governo  ;  e 
do  mais  que  por  minhas  ordens  lhe  for  concedido,  como  Vice- 
Rey  e  Capitao-general,  meu  Lugartenente,  e  imediato  a  minha 
Real  Peflba.     Peloque  mando  ao  Vice-Rey  feu  antecelTor,  ou  a 

peflba. 
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pefToa  que  eftiver  gover  nando,  de  polTe  do  mefmo  Governo  gera! 
do  Eftado  da  India  ao  dito  N....  E  outrofim  ordcno  a  todos  os 
Officials  de  Guerra,  Juftica,  e  Fazenda,  que  em  tudo  lhe  obede- 
cpao,  e  cumprao  fuas  ordens,  e  mandados,  como  a  feu  Vice-Rey  e 
Capitao-general :  e  o  Tizoureiro,  ou  Recebedor  da  minha  Fa- 
zendu,  a  quem  o  recebimento  das  rendas  da  India  tocar,  lhe  fara 
pagamento  do  referido  foldo  aos  quarteis,  por  efta  Carta-Patente 
fomente,  fern  para  ifto  fer  neceiTaria  outra  Provizao  minha,  a  qual 
fe  regiftara  para  o  dito  effeito  nos  livros  da  fua  defpeza,  para 
fe  lhe  levar  em  conta.  E  o  dito  F...  jurara  emminha  Chancella- 
ria,  na  forma  cofturrrada,  deque  fe  fara  affentonas  coftas  defta 
minha  Carta-Patente  ;  e  antes  de  partir  defta  Corte,  fara  em 
minhas  Reaes  maos  preito  e  omenagem  pelo  dito  Governo  do 
Eftado  da  India,  e  fuas  Conquiftas  dependentes.  Epor  firmeza 
de  tudo  lhe  rnandei  poflar  efta  Carta-Patente  por  mim  affignada, 

fiada  com  o  Sello  Grande  de  minhas  Armas,  &c. 

Dada  na  cidade  de  Lifboa,  £sfr. 

El  Rey." 

N  O  T  I  C  I  A  S. 

1.  Os  Vice-Reys  da  India  tinhao  huma  jurifdicao  fuprema,  co- 
mo fe  ve  das  fuas  Patentes  :  e  erao  unicamente  fujeitos,  no  fim  do 
feu  governo,  a  huma  devaga  de  rezidencia,  que  El  Rey  mandava 
tirar  do  feu  procedimento,  por  hum  Miniftro  civil.     Neftadevaga 

feviao  jurar  todas  as  Ordens  do  Eftado;  principiando-fe  pela 
Camera  (ou  feja  Concclho  Municipal)  ;  e  continuando-fe  pelos  Of- 
ficiaes  das  mais  reparticocns  civis,  como  a  Relagao  de  Goa,  os 
Miniftros  e  Officiais  de  Fazenda,  os  Generais  e  Officials  Militares, 
fem  excepcao  de  pcffioa  alguma. 

Efta  deva$a  era  remetida  em  direitura  a  Lifboa.  Porem,  fe  o 
novo  Vice-rey  [tendo  precedido  queixas  Corte  do  feo  antecef- 
lor]  trazia  ordens  particulares  ;  podia  mandalo  logo  prezo  a  Lif- 
boa, achando  o  culpado. 

2.  Na  India  avia  alem  do  Vice-Rey  e  de  dous  Secretarios  de 
Eftado,  os  Tribunaes  feguintes  em  Goa :  a  Inquizigao  para  as 

couzas 


APPENDIX.  ccdxxix 

ccuzas  da  Religiao  :  o  Tribunal  do  Ordinario  para  OS  mais  Nego- 
cios  Eccleziafticos  :  uraa  Junta  das  Miflbens,  independente  do 
Bifpo,  mas  fujeita  a  infpecao  dos  Vice-Reys,  na  qual  Junta  pre- 
zidia  o  Superior  dos  Jezuitas  :  huma  Relacao  (tribunal  fuperior  de 
Judicatura)  Com  hum  Chanceller-mor  para  cs  negocios  civis,  com 
appelacao  para  o  Tribunal  fupremo  do  Reino  (em  Portugal):  hum 
Concelho  da  Fazenda,  e  o  Senado  da  Camera. 

3.  O  Vice-Rey  era  Regedor  das  Jufticas,  &  como  tal  era  Pre- 
zidente  da  fobredita  Relacao,  Sc  do  referido  Concelho  da  Fazen- 
da :  nao  fe  podendo  difpender  couza  alguma  fem  hum  defpacho, 
ou  portana  do  mefmo  Vice-Rey.  Erie,  como  Lugar-tenente 
d'El  Rey,  governava  fem  limitacao  fobre  os  Militares  ;  conferia 
Patentes  ate  o  polio  de  Capitaens  inclufive :  nomeava  interina- 
mente  todos  os  mais  Poftos  fuperiores  ;  e  conferia  todos  os  Gover- 
nos  da  fua  dependencia,  que  nao  vinhao  providos  pela  Corte.  Nos 
cazos  criminaes,  aflim  civis,  como  militares,  a  Rela<;a  o  e  0  Con- 
celho de  Guerra  da  India  tinhao  0  direito  fupremo  de  vida  e  mor- 
te  :  e  o  Vice-Rey,  como  Prezidente,  tinha  0  direito  de  dezem- 
pate  nos  cazos  de  igoaldade  de  votos. 

4.  Alem  dos  referidos  eftablecimentos,  o  Senado  da  Camera 
tinha  os  mefmos  direitos  de  policia,  que  tern  todos  os  do  Reino  : 
e  alem  dilfo  o  direito  de  reprezentacao  a  o  mefmo  Vice-Rey  ;  e  de 
fe  queixar,  em  Corpo  de  Tribunal,  em  direitura  a  fua  Mageftade 
a  Lilboa. 

5.  Quando  avia  vacancia  de  Vice-Reys,  por  cauza  de  morte, 
o  Arcebifpo,  o  Chanceler  da  Relacao,  e  o  Official  Militar  de 
maior  Patente,  tomavao  o  governo  de  Eftado  ;  e  exercitavao  pro- 
mifcuamente  todas  as  fun9oens,  allignando  todos  juntos  as  ordens 
que  davao. 

6.  O  Commercio  da  Afia  pertencia  inteiramente  a  El  Rey,  e 
tudo  fe  fazia  por  conta  da  Coroa,  cm  navios  proprios  :  para  o  que 
tinhao  eftabelecido,  por  parte  de  raefma  Coroa,  e  a  fuacufh,  dif- 

ferentss 
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ferentes  Feitorias  em  todos  os  Eftabelecimentos  da  Afia,  admini- 
Itrados  por  Feitores  e  Officials  da  Fazenda  Real,  debaixo  da  ju- 
rifdi$ao  dos  Vice-Reys  ;  os  quais  davao  contas  no  fim  de  3  annos 
fua  admir.ifr.ra<;ao,  ao  Concelho  da  Fazenda  da  India:  e  efte  as 
dava  ao  Concelho-Ultramarino  de  Lifboa,  na  fequinta  mon9ao„ 
Efte  comercio  fe  fazia  em  frotas,  que  partiao  da  India,  e  depo- 
zitavao  tudo  nos  Armazaens  Reaes  da  Caza  affim  chamada  (da 
India)  em  Lifboa  :  donde  fe  vendia  por  conta  da  Fazenda  Real,, 
aos  nacionaes,  e  aos  eftranjeiros. 

7.  Os  Vice-Reys  obtiverao  a  liberdade  de  fazerem  comercio 
parao  Reino  ;  porem  naopodiao  exceder  de  huma  po^io  limitada, 
que  fe  Ihes  arbitrou,  A  mefma  faculdade  fe  eftendeo  aodepois 
diffoa  muitas  outras  pefToas,  tanto  civis,  como  militares  ;  porem 
com  grandes  Iimitacoens  e  rezervas  ;  exceptuando  fempre  as  pe- 
dras  preciozas,  perolas  e  aljofar,  cujo  comercio  fe  deu  excluziva- 
mente  as  Rainhas  de  Portugal,  para  feo  patrimonio  :  aflim  como 
taobem  o  da  pimenta.  O  comercio  dos  outras  efpeciarias,  dofali- 
tre,  fandalo,  e  porcelana,  fempre  foi  rezervado  a  Coroa. 

8.  Prohibio-fe  em  fim  aos  Vice-Reys  e  a  todos  os  Officiaes  Ci- 
vis e  Militares  de  fazerem  comercio  algum  por  huma  Lei  que 
foi  promulgada  no  anno  de  1687. 

9.  Ogoverno  da  India  foi  alterado  no  anno  de  1773.  Abolio- 
fe  o  Vice-Reynado,  ficando  em  Capitaens  Generaes.  Deu-fe 
uma  nova  forma  a  arrecadacao  da  Fazenda,  eftabelecendo-fe  hum 
Erario  Regio,  no  forma  do  Erario  de  Lifboa.  Abolio-fe  a  In- 
quizicaj,  e  o  Tribunal  de  Relacao :  ficando  a  adminiftracao  da 
juftica,  nas  maos  dos  Ouvidores  Geraes,  com  appella9ao  para 

Li'boa.  Mandou-fe  eftabelcer  no  mefmo  Efcado  o  mefmo  regu- 
ento  militar,  que  fe  pra<5lica  em  Portugal :  e  pagar  as  tropas 
por  conta  da  Corcaem  dinheiro  ;  por  quanto  efta  defpeza  era  feita 
d'antes  pelos  Capitaens  que  exerciao  monopolies  onerozos,  pagan- 
do  aos  foldados  o  fuflento  e  0  fardamento  por  fua  conta. 

Copy 
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Copy  of  the  King's  Letters  Patent,  given  to  the  Vice-Roys,  fupreme 
Commanders  of  Portuguefe  Eafl  India,  according  to  the  original 
kept  in.  the  King's  Office,  called  Concelho  Ultramarino  in 
Lifbon. 

"  Don  N.  by  the  grace  of  God  King  of  Portugal  and  AI- 
garves,  on  the  fide  of  the  fea,  and  on  that  of  Africa ;  Lord  of 
Guinea,  and  of  the  Conqueft,  Navigation,  and  Commerce  of 
Ethiopia,  Arabia,  Perfia  and  India,  &c. 

"  Be  it  known  to  all  to  whom  this  my  Letter  Patent  may 
come  that,  attentive  to  the  qualities,  merits,  and  talents  of  N.  I 
am  pleafed  to  name  him  (as  I  do  hereby)  to  the  office  of  Vice- 
Roy  and  Generaliffimo  of  the  fea  and  land,  in  the  States  of  India, 
and  dependencies  thereon,  for  the  fpace  of  three  years,  and  till 
fuch  time  after  as  I  fhall  appoint  another  to  fucceed  him  ;  and  on 
account  of  this  government,  I  appoint  him  a  falary  of  24,000^  cru- 
zados,  to  be  paid  to  him  every  year  according  to  this  my  commiffi- 
on  :  and  he  fhall  enjoy  all  the  honours,  powers,  command,  jurifdic- 
ftion,  and  authority,  which  now  holds  the  prefent  Vice-Roy,  and 
formerly  did  his  predecefors  in  the  fame  government,  and  befides 
whatever  further  grants  1  may  allow  to  him  as  Vice-Roy,  Generalif- 
fimo, and  my  Locum-tenens  immediate  to  my  Royal  Perfon.  On 
account  of  which  I  order  the  till  now  Vice-Roy  of  India,  orwho- 
foever  holds  in  his  itead  the  government  of  that  State,  to  deliver 
up  to  the  faid  N.  the  fame  government  at  his  arrival.  And  more- 
over I  order  all  the  officers  of  War,  of  the  King's-bench,  and  of 
the  Exchequer,  to  obey  him  in  every  refpect,  and  execute  his 
orders  or  commands,  as  their  Vice-Roy  and  Generaliffimo  :  and 
the  Lord  Treafurer  or  high  Receiver  of  the  Revenue  in  that  State, 
fhall  make  him  payment  of  the  aforcfaid  Salary  quarterly,  accord- 
ing to  this  prefent  Letter  Patent,  without  waiting  for  any  further 
orders  of  mine  ;  which  payment  being  regiftered  in  the  book  1  1 

• 

i  Two  thoufand  fix  hundied  and  fixty-fix  psunds  ftei 
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the  expences  of  State,  fhall  be  reckoned  as  one  of  them.  And  the 
faid  N.  fhall  fwcar  in  the  High  Court  of  my  Chancery  in  the  ac- 
cuftomed  form  :  an  atteflation  of  which  mall  be  taken  on  the  back 
of  this  Letter  Patent  :  And  before  his  departure  from  fhore,  he 
fhall  fwear  obedience,  and  do  homage  on  my  Royal  hands,  for  the 
faid  government  of  India  and  its  dependencies  :  and  as  a  teft  and 
confirmation  of  the  whole,  I  have  ordered  this  my  Letter  Patent 
to  be  paTTed,  which  fhall  be  figned  by  me,  and  fealed  with  the. 
Great  Seal  of  my  Arms,  &c. 
Given  at  Lifbon,  &c. " 

OBSERVATIONS. 

1.  The  Vice-Roys  of  India  held  a  fupreme  jurifdiclion,  as  ap- 
pears by  their  Letters  Patent,  and  were  only  fubjecl:  at  the  end  of 
their  government  to  an  Inqueft  on  the  difcharge  of  their  official  du- 
ty and  perfonal  behaviour,  which  the  King  always  ordered  to  be 
made  by  a  Civil  Magiftrate.  Into  this  Inqueft  were  to  be  fworn  all 
ranks  of  the  State,  the  Members  of  the  Supreme  Council  of  the 
India  adminiftration,  and  thofe  of  all  the  other  Councils  and 
Courts,  the  King's  Bench  of  Judges  at  Goa,  the  Minifters  and 
Officers  of  the  India  Exchequer  and  King's  Revenue,  as  well  as 
all  the  Generals  and  Military  Officers  of  the  State,  without  ex.- 
ception  of  any  perfon  foever. 

Therefult  of  this  general  Inqueft  was  to  be  fent  directly  to  the 
King's  Council  at  Lifbon  :  and  there  to  be  judged  accordingly. 
But  if  the  new  Vice-Roy,  in  confequence  of  any  complaints 
having  been  made  to  the  King's  Privy  Council  againft  his  prede- 
ceffor,  had  got  particular  orders  from  the  king,  he  then  could,  on 
finding  him  guilty  by  the  aforefaid  Inqueft,  commit  him  to  prifon, 
and  fend  him  under  confinement  to  Lifbon,  to  be  judged  by  the 
King's  Privy  Council,  or  by  the  King  himfelf. 

2.  There  were  in  India,  befides  the  Vice-Roy  and  two  Secre- 
taries of  State,  who  acted  with  him  as  a  kind  of  Privy  Council, 

the 
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the  following  Tribunals  in  Goa,  viz.  The  Inquifition  of  the  af- 
fairs of  Religion  :  An  Ecclefiaftical  or  Spiritual  Court,  with  the 
Bifhop  at  their  head,  for  the  affairs  which  fall  under  the  cogni- 
zance of  the  Church  :  A  Board  or  Council  for  the  Propagation 
of  the  Gofpel,  without  any  dependence  upon  the  Bifhop,  but  only 
fubjecled  to  the  inflection  of  the  Vice-Roys,  ef  which  Council 
the  Superior  of  the  Jefuits  was  Prefident :  The  King's  Bench, 
confifting  of  a  Chancellor  and  a  certain  number  of  high  Judges, 
named  by  the  King,  for  the  Civil  affairs,  from  whom  there  could 
be  no  appeal  but  to  the  fupreme  King's  Bench  of  the  high  Judges 
at  Lifbon  :  A  Council  or  Court  of  the  Exchequer,  for  the  King's 
Revenue  :  And  a  kind  of  a  Court,  \Jiketbe  Common  Council  of  Lon- 
don'] but  very  few  in  number,  for  the  police  of  Goa. 

3.  The  Vice-Roy  being,  on  account  of  his  office,  a  kind  of  High 
Chancellor  of  the  State,  was  in  confequence  thereof  Prefident  of 
the  fupreme  King's  Bench  of  high  or  great  Judges;  and  of  the 
Court  of  the  Exchequer  already  mentioned:  nor  could  any  ex- 
pence  or  difburfement  be  made  by  this  laft,  without  confent  and 
permiffion  figned  by  himfelf.  He,  as  a  Locum-tenens  of  the 
King,  had  an  unlimitted  authority  and  command  over  the  whole 
military  departments  :  he  conferred  all  the  military  Commifiions 
in  the  army,  not  above  thofe  of  Captains  ;  and  even  appointed  any 
fuperior  Officers,  till  thefe  offices  were  filled  up  by  the  King's 
nomination  ;  and,  finally,  he  nominated  and  gave  all  other  com- 
miffions  and  charges  under  him,  which  were  not  provided  by  the 
King.  In  all  criminal  cafes,  both  civil  and  military,  the  above 
King's  Bench  of  high  Judges,  and  the  Council  of  War,  or  Court 
Martial,  held  the  decifive  authority  of  Life  and  Death  :  But 
the  Vice-Roys  had  the  calling-vote,  as  Prefidents  of  both,  in  cafe 
of  an  equality  of  votes. 

4.  Befides  the  aforefaid   civil  eftablifhments,    the  Municipal 
Court,  under  the  name  of  Senate  of  the  Camera,  [ivbicb  'was  Tike 
the  Common  Council  of  London,   though  compofed  of  much  fciuer  . 
lers~\  was  veiled  with  the  fame  authority  and  1  ,  in 
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regard  to  matters  of  police,  as  that  of  Portugal ;  it  had  alfo  the 
right  of  addrefling  and  petitioning  the  Vice-Roy,  and  even  of  ap- 
plying by  common  confent,  as  a  civil  body,  for  redrefs,  to  the 
King  himfelf,  at  Lifbon. 

5.  On  the  death  of  the  Vice-Roy,  during  his  government,  the 
Archbifhop  of  Goa,  the  Chancellor  of  the  King's  Bench  or  Coun- 
cil of  Juflice,  and  the  Military  Officer  of  higheft  rank  and  of  oldefl: 
commiffion,  were  to  take  the  government  of  the  State,  and  to  ex- 
ercife  conjointly  all  its  functions  ;  all  three  figning  together  what- 
ever orders  they  gave. 

6.  The  whole  Commerce  of  Afia  belonged  folely  to  the  King  ; 
and  was  carried  on,  on  account  of  the  Crown,  in  the  King's  (hips. 
To  this  end  there  were  eftablifhed  different  factories,  by  the  au- 
thority and  at  the  expence  of  the  Crown,  in  all  the  fettlements  of 
Afia,  with  proper  Officers  and  Clerks,  under  the  jurifdiction  of 
the  Vice-Roys  ;  who  at  the  end  of  every  three  years  were  to  ren- 
der an  account  of  their  management  to  the  India  Exchequer,  by 
which  it  was  fent  to  the  high  Council  Ultramarine  at  Lifbon  in  the 
next  *  mon goon.  This  Commerce  was  carried  on  by  fleets,  which 
failed  from  India,  and  depofited  their  cargoes  in  the  Royal  ware- 
houfes  of  the  Eafl  India  Houfe  at  Lifbon  ;  from  whence  they 
were  fold  on  behalf  of  the  Royal  Revenue,  both  to  the  Portuguefe 
and  to  foreigners-]-. 

7.  In  courfe  of  time  the  Vice-Roys  obtained  leave  to  trade,  on 
their  own  account,  from  India  to  Portugal ;  but  they  were  not 
allowed  to  exceed  a  limited  and  determined  portion.  Afterwards 
the  fame  power  was  extended  to  many  other  perfons,  both  of  the 

civil 

*  Monpon  means  here  the  (fated  times  in  which  the  Portuguefe  India  (hips 
ufed  to  ia.il  to  Lifbon. 

t  Befides  the  Ealt-India  ware-honfes  at  Lifbon,  there  were  other  ware- 
houfes  at  Antwerp,  with  a  conful,  and  at  Rotterdam  and  Amircrdam,  with 
two  refpective  factors,  tor  the  difpofal  of  the  India  goods  fent  to  them  from 
Liibon. 
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civil  and  of  the  military  profeffion  :  but  this  was  to  be  done  within 
great  limitations  and  reftridtions.  The  commerce  of  precious 
{tones,  and  pearls  of  every  iize,  was  always  excepted.  The  trade 
of  thefe,  and  of  pepper,  was  the  exclufive  right  of  the  Queens  of 
Portugal,  as  a  part  of  their  patrimony  ||.  The  trade  of  the  other 
fpices,  of  nitre,  fandalo$,  and  that  of  porcelain,  always  was  re- 
ferved  to  the  Crown. 

8.  In  fine,  the  Vice-Roys  of  India,  and  all  Officers,  both  civil 
and  military,  were  prohibited  carrying  on  any  kind  of  commerce 
between  India  and  Portugal,  by  a  law  which  was  published  in  the 
year  1687. 

9.  The  government  of  the  Portuguefe  Eaft  India  was  lately  al- 
tered, in  the  year  1773.  The  title  of  Vice-Roy  was  abolifhed, 
and  changed  into  that  of  Captain  General.  A  new  form  of  levying 
the  duties,  and  managing  the  King's  Revenue  was  eftablifhed.  A 
new  Royal  Treafury  or  Exchequer  was  erected,  like  that  of  Lif- 
bon,  known  by  the  name  of  Royal  Erarium.  The  court  of  Inqui- 
fition  was  abolifhed,  as  well  as  the  fupreme  Tribunal  of  the  King's 
Bench,  the  adminiflration  of  Juftice  being  put  into  the  hands  of 
Auditors-General,  from  whom  there  may  be  an  appeal  to  the  High 
Tribunal  at  Lifbon.  The  fame  military  regulations,  as  now  prac- 
tifed  in  Portugal,  were  extended  to  India  :  and  the  troops  were 
ordered  to  be  paid  in  ready  money,  on  account  of  the  Crown  ;  the 
pay  of  the  foldiers  having  formerly  pafTed  through  the  hands  of 
the  Captains,  who  exerciled  confiderable  monopolies  in  the  ma- 
nagement of  it,  by  paying  them  in  provifions  and  cloaths,  Sec. 
from  their  own  warehoufes. 

Ambitious 


||  The  Queens  of  Portugal  have  a  kind  of  patrimony  afijgned  to  them  by 
the  State  :  it  confilts  of  different  cities,  towns  and  villages,  \\\v  I 
and  cultoms  belongto  the  Queen's  houfehoid  or  revenue.     Tb<  y  have  a  Se- 
cretary of  State,  with  a  council  of  their  own,  an  exchequer  for  ti 
revenue  :  and  all  the  juftices  of  peace,  judges,  and  officers  of  the  Queen's, 
State,  are  of  her  majefty's  nomination. 

5  A  kind  of  red  wood,  for  dying  with,  like  the  Brazil  wood. 
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Ambitious  of  giving  his  hiftorical  narrative  the  laft  confirmation 
the  tranflator  applied  for  affiflance  to  fome  gentlemen,  who,  on  the 
appearance  of  the  Englifh  Lufiad,  honoured  him  with  their  corres- 
pondence. He  entreated  that,  if  pomble,  a  copy  of  the  commif- 
fion  of  the  Viceroys,  might  be  procured,  together  with  an  abftract 
of  the  laws  and  conftitution  of  Portuguefe  Afia.  And  the  fore- 
going papers,  of  which  he  has  given  a  tranflation,  were  remitted 
to  him  from  the  Continent.  During  the  Spanifh  ufurpation,  the 
affairs  of  India  fell  into  the  deepeft  anarchy.  When  John  IV.  af- 
cended  the  throne  of  Portugal,  he  endeavoured  to  reftore  regu- 
larity to  the  government  of  his  eaftern  empire  ;  and  from  the  re- 
gulations of  that  monarch  and  his  fucce/Tors  the  above  Noticias 
were  carefully  extracted.  There  is  no  copy  of  the  Viceroy's  corn- 
million  of  older  date  than  the  beginning  of  the  reign  of  John  IV. 
the  former  papers  relative  to  the  government  of  India  having  pro- 
bably been  removed  to  Madrid.  But  the  commiifion  itfelf  bears  a 
proof  that  it  was  in  the  itfual form  ;  and  the  regulations  of  John, 
which  remain  upon  record,  appear,  by  the  teflimony  of  hiftory, 
to  be  only  a  confirmation  of  the  former  government  of  India,  with 
a  great  diminution  of  the  Viceroy's  falary,  and  perhaps  fome  few 
novel  eftabliihments  which  did  not  affect  the  fpirit  of  the  confti- 
tution. By  the  lateft  alterations,  it  appears,  that  the  conftitution 
of  Lifbon,  ever  was,  and  is,  the  grand  model  of  the  government 
of  Portuguefe  Afia. 

*#*  Whatever  circumftances  have  a  tendency  to  elucidate  the 
manners  and  policy  of  former  times,  or  to  give  us  an  accurate 
idea  of  the  energy  and  ftrength  of  her  various  governments,  when 
Europe  began  to  emerge  from  the  inactivity  of  the  Gothic  ages, 
are  highly  worthy  of  the  careful  inveftigation  of  the  philofopher 
and  politician.  Roufed  into  action  by  Prince  Henry  of  Portugal, 
the  end  of  the  fifteenth  and  beginning  of  the  fixteenth  century  be- 
came the  great  aera  of  maritime  difcovery.  The  three  grand  ex- 
peditions were  thofe  of  Gama,  Columbus,  and  Magalhaens.  And 
the  object  of  all  was  the  fame,    the   Difcovery  of  India.     The 

force 
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force  of  the  various  fleets  which  attempted  this  arduous  undertak- 
ing will  give  us  an  idea  of  the  ftate  of  maritime  affairs  in  the 
reigns  when  they  were  fitted  out.  In  i486,  Bartholomew  Diaz, 
a  Portuguefe  captain,  with  three  mips,  attempted  the  Difcovery 
of  India  by  the  coaft  of  Africa  ;  but,  haraffed  by  tempefls,  his 
crew  mutinied,  and  having  difcovered  the  river  del  Infante,  on  the 
eaftern  fide  of  Africa,  he  returned  to  Europe.  About  14  years 
after,  this  expedition  was  happily  completed  by  Gama  ;  and  the 
force  with  which  he  went  out  is  thus  circumftantially  defcribedby 
Hernan  Lopez  de  Caftaneda,  a  cotemporary  writer,  and  careful 
journalifl  of  facts. 

"  Emmanuel,  earneft  to  profecute  what  his  predecefTor  Don 
*'  John  had  begun  for  the  difcovery  of  India,  ordered  Fernan 
"  Lorenzo,  Treafurer  of  the  houfe  of  the  Myna  (on  the  golden 
"  coajl)  to  build  with  the  timber  that  was  bought  in  king  John's 
"  time,  two  fhips,  which,  after  they  were  finifhed,  he  named, 
"  the  Angel  Gabriel,  being  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  tons  bur- 
"  then,  and  the  Saint  Raphael,  of  one  hundred  tons.  And  to 
"  accompany  thefe  fhips,  the  king  bought  of  a  pilot  who  was  born 
"  in  Lagos,  named  Berrio,  a  caravel  of  fifty  tons,  which  bore 
"  the  name  of  the  pilot.      Befide  thefe,    he  bought  a  ffiip  of  two 

"  hundred  tons  of  one  Ayres  Correa The  king  alfo  appointed 

"  Bartholomew  Diaz  to  go  along  with  them  in  a  caravel  to  the 
"  Myna.  And  becaufe  the  fhips  of  war  could  not  carry  provifions 
'*  fufficient  for  the  voyage,  the  king  gave  orders  that  the  (hip  of 
"  Correa  fhould  be  laden  with  provifions,  and  accompany  the  fleet 
"  to  the  bay  of  St.  Blafs,  where  it  would  be  neceffary  to  take  in 
"  frefh  water  ;  and  the  ftore  (hip  was  to  be  there  unloaded  and 
"  burnt.  The  Captain  General  went  in  the  ihip  called  St.  Gabriel. 
u  having  for  pilot  one  Pedro  de  Alanquer,  who  had  been  pilot  to 
"  Bartholomew  Diaz,  when  he  difcovered  the  river  called  El ryo 
"  del  Tnfante.  Paulus  de  Gama,  brother  of  the  Captain  General, 
"  went  in  the  fliip  called  St.  Raphael ;  Nicolas  Coello  went  in 
"  the  ca.avel  named  Berrio  ;    and  Gonfalo  Gomez  commanded 

"  the 
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"  the  ftore  lhip."  The  number  of  the  crews  of  this  fquadron, 
according  to  Caftaneda,  was  148  men;  according  to  others,  160, 
Gama  and  his  brother,  and  the  ten  malefactors  who  were  on  board 
were  perhaps  not  included  in  Caftaneda's  account. 

The  voyage  of  Columbus  has  been  called  the  moft  daring  and 
grand  ever  attempted  by  man.  Columbus  himfelf,  however,  feems 
to  have  had  a  very  different  idea  of  it ;  for  certain  it  is,  he  ex- 
pected to  reach  India  by  the  weftward  pafiage  in  the  fpace  of  not 
many  weeks.  The  fquadron  with  which  he  attempted  this  dis- 
covery, confuted  of  only  three  veffels  Dr.  Robertfon  calls  the 
largeft  which  Columbus  commanded,  "  of  no  confiderable  bur- 
**  den •;"  and  the  two  others,  "  hardly  fuperior  in  burden  or  force 
"  to  large  boats."  The  crew  confifted  of  ninety  men,  and  a  few 
adventurers.  And  the  expence  of  fitting  out  this  equipment  did 
not  exceed  4000I.  fterling,  for  which  queen  Ifabella  pawned  her 
jewels. 

The  enterprize  of  Magalhaens  was  infinitely  more  daring  than 
that  of  Columbus.  India  and  the  continent  of  America  were  now 
both  difcovered,  and  now  known  to  be  at  vaft  diftance  from  each 
other.  To  find  a  route  to  India  beyond  the  great  American  con- 
tinent was  the  bold  defign  of  Magalhaens  ;  which  he  attempted, 
according  to  Faria,  with  250  men  and  five  fhips  ;  which  with 
refpect  to  its  purpofe,  Dr.  Robertfon  calls,  "  a  proper  fquadron." 

,  When  Gama  failed  from  Lifbon,  it  was  unknown  that  a  great 
and  potent  Commonwealth  of  Mohammedan  merchants,  deeply 
(killed  in  all  the  arts  and  views  of  Commerce,  were  fcattered  over 
the  eaftern  world.  Gama,  therefore,  did  not  fail  to  India  with 
a  warlike  fleet,  like  that  which  firft  followed  him,  under  Cabral, 
but  with  a  fquadron  every  way  proper  for  difcovery.  The  Por- 
tuguefe  hiftorians  afcribe  the  fhipwreck  of  many  Portuguefe  veffels 
on  the  voyage  between  Europe  and  India  to  the  avarice  of  their 
owners,  in  building  them  of  an  enormous  bulk,  of  4,  5,  and  600 
.     The  fleet  of  Gama  was  therefore  not  only  of  the  moft  per- 
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fed  fize  which  the  art  of  fhip-building  could  then  produce,  but 
was  alfo  fuperior  in  number,  and  nearly  of  the  draught  f  of  water 
with  the  veffels  which  at  this  day  are  fent  out  on  voyages  of  dif- 
covery.  The  difpofition  of  GamaV.voyage  is  alfo  worthy  of  notice: 
the  captain  who  had  already  pafTed  the  great  fouthern  promon- 
tory of  Africa,  to  accompany  him  to  a  certain  latitude  ;  the  pilot 
who  had  failed  with  that  captain,  to  go  the  whole  voyage  ;  the  fize 
of  Coello's  caravel,  proper  to  enter  creeks  and  rivers  ;  and  the  ap- 
pointment of  the  ftore-fhip ;  are  circumftances  which  difplay  a 
knowledge  of  and  attention  to  maritime  affairs,  greatly  fuperior  to 
any  thing  difcovered  by  the  court  of  Spain  in  the  equipments  of 
Columbus  and  Magalhaens.  The  warlike  ftrength  of  Gama's 
fleet  was  greatly  fuperior  to  that  of  the  firft  voyage  of  Columbus, 
and  little  inferior  to  that  of  Magalhaens  ;  though  Magalhaens,  who 
had  been  in  India,  well  knew  the  hoftile  difpofition  of  the  natives. 
In  the  art  of  war  the  Indians  were  greatly  inferior  to  the  Moors, 
and  the  Moors  were  as  inferior  to  the  Portuguefe.  And  the 
fquadron  of  Gama  not  only  defeated  the  whole  naval  force  of  the 
firft  maritime  ftate  of  India,  but  in  every  attack  was  victorious 
over  the  fuperior  numbers  of  the  Moors.  Thefe  circumftances  are 
clearly  evinced  in  our  hiftory  of  the  Difcovery  of  India  ;  and  this 
comparative  difcuffion  will  not  only  give  an  accurate  idea  of  the 
progrefs  which  the  Portuguefe  had  made  in  navigation,  but  is  alfo, 
perhaps,  neceffary  in  fupport  of  the  reputation  of  this  work.  Had 
an  author  of  ordinary  rank  reprefented  the  fquadron  of  Gama  as 
extremely  feeble,  confjlhig  only  of  three  J  veffels,  of  neither  burthen  nor 
force  adequate  to  the  fervice — fuch  condemnation  of  our  narrative 
had  been  here  unnoticed.  But  when  a  celebrated  and  juftly  ad- 
mired hiftorian,  in  a  work  publifhed  about  one  year  and  an  half 
after  the  firft  appearance  of  the  Lufiad,  has  given  fuch  reprefenta- 
vol.  i.  Z  tion 

+  Capt.  Cook's  two  veffels  have,  by  the  lateft  experience,  been  found  thf 
fitteft  for  difcovery.     Trie  one  was  of  462  tons  burthen,  the  other  of  33ft ; 
and  built  to  draw  little  water.  And  certain  it  is  that  vefli  is  of  fuch  burthen 
are  now  built,  which  draw  as  little  water  as  thofe  of  12c  tons  in  the  in 
of  modern  navigation. 

f  See  Hilt.  Amcric.  vol.  i.  r 
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tion  of  the  equipment  of  Gama,  directly  contrary  to  the  light  in 
which  it  is  there  placed,  the  foregoing  detail  will  not  appear,  it 
is  hoped,  an  unnecefTary  or  rude  vindication.  We  have  followed 
the  ample  and  circumflantial  accounts  of  the  Portuguefe  writers, 
and  not  the  imperfect  and  curfory  abflracts  of  the  Spanifh  hiflorians 
when  they  allude  to  the  affairs  of  their  filler  kingdom. 

*#*  To  our  former  accounts  of  Portuguefe  Literature  let  the 
following  be  added  :  In  1741,  an  Heroic  poem  was  publifhed  in 
Portuguefe  by  the  Count  de  Ericeyra.  It  is  named  Henriqueida, 
and  celebrates  the  eflablifhment  of  the  kingdom  of  Portugal.  Though 
it  has  fome  extravagancies,  it  contains  an  ardent  fpirit  of  true 
poetry.  And  in  the  preface  and  notes  the  author  has  given  many 
judicious  criticifms,  and  by  his  opinion  of  Milton  difcovers  a 
ftrength  of  mind  greatly  fuperior  to  that  frivoloufnefs,  that  poverty 
of  tafte,  which  the  French  generally  betray,  when  they  criticife 
the  works  of  that  great  Poet.  The  translator  has  been  favoured 
with  the  following  account  of  this  noble  author  by  a  learned  and 
ingenious  gentleman  of  Portugal ;  for  wliofe  favours  he  here  re- 
turns his  acknowledgments. 

"  Don  Francifco  Xavier  de  Menezes,  fourth  Count  of  Ericeyra, 
"  was  one  of  the  moll  learned  men  of  this  age,  and  a  great  orna- 
*'  ment  to  Portugal ;  he  was  born  at  Lifbon  the  29th  of  January, 
"  1673,  and  died  in  the  fame  city  the  31ft  of  December,  1743. 
"  To  the  qualities  of  a  foldier,  a  politician,  a  philofopher,  a  ma- 
*'  thematician,  an  hiflorian,  and  a  poet,  he  joined  that  of  a  man 
"  of  honour  and  probity.  He  was  director  and  cenfor  of  the  royal 
"  academy  of  Portuguefe  Hiflory  ;  he  fpoke  the  Latin,  French, 
"  Italian  and  Spanifh  languages  with  as  much  eafe  and  elegance 
•*  as  his  own,  and  wrote  in  them  all  with  accuracy.  Although 
"  he  never  went  out  of  Portugal,  he  was  known  and  admired  in 
"  all  Europe,  and  obtained  the  efleem  and  the  praifes  of  Pope 
"  Innocent  XIII.  and  Lewis  XIV.  of  France,  as  well  as  fome 
"  of  the  moil  eminent  men  of  that  age,  fuch  as  Muratori,  Bian- 

"  chini, 
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11  chini,  Crefcimbeni,  Dumont,  Garelli,  Le  Clerc,  Bayle,  Def- 
"  preaux,  Renaudot,  Bignon,  Salazar,  Feijoo,  Mayans,  &c. 
"  With  all  thefe  he  appears  to  have  kept  a  literary  correfpondence ; 
"  was  member  of  the  Arcadian  academy  of  Italy,  and  of  the  Royal 
"  Society  of  London,  and  much  refpeftedby  the  Ruffian  academy. 
"  He  compofed  a  great  number  of  excellent  pieces  in  profe  and 
"  verfe,  many  of  which  have  been  publilhed." 
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BOOK    I. 

x\RMS  and  the  heroes,  who  from  Lifbon's  fhore, 
Thro'  feas  b  where  fail  was  never  fpread  before, 
Beyond  where  Ceylon  lifts  her  fpicy  breafl, 
And  waves  her  woods  above  the  watery  wafte, 

vol.  i.  B  With 


a  The  Lufiad ;  in  the  original,  Os  Lufiadas,  The  Lufiads,  from  the  Latin 
name  of  Portugal,  detived  from  Lufu-  or  Lyfas,  the  companion  of  Bacchus 
in  his  travels,  and  who  fettled  a  colony  in  Lufuania.     See  Plin.  1.  iii.  c.  i. 

*  T/jro'  fas  where  failivas  never  fpread  before. — -M.  Duperron  de  Caftera,  the 
French  tranflator  of  the  Lufiad,  has  given  a  long  note  on  this  paflage,  which 
he  tells  us,  mud  not  he  underflood  literally.  His  arguments  are  thefe  :  Our 
author,  fays  he,  could  not  be  ignorant  tl.^t  the  African  and  Indian  Oceans 
had  been  navigated  before  the  times  of  the  Portuguefe.  The  Phoenicians, 
whofe  fleets  palled  the  ftraits  of  Gibraltar,  made  frequent  voyages  in  thefe 
feas,  though  th~y  carefully  concealed  the  courfe  of  their  navigation  that 

other 
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With  prowefo  more  than  human  forc'd  their  way 

To  the  fair  kingdoms  of  the  rifing  day : 

What  wars  they  wag'd,  what  feas,  what  dangers  paft, 

What  glorious  empire  crown'd  their  toils  at  laft, 

Vent'rous 

m 

other  nations  might  not  become  partakers  of  their  lucrative  traffic.  It  is 
certain  that  Solomon,  and  Hiram  king  of  Tyre,  fent  ihips  to  the  Eaft  by 
the  Red  Sea.  It  is  alfo  certain  that  Hanno,  a  Carthaginian  captain,  made 
a  voyage  round  the  whole  coaft  of  Africa,  as  is  evident  from  the  hiftory  of 
the  expedition,  written  by  himfelf  in  the  Punic  language  ;  a  Greek  tranfla- 
tion  of  which  is  now  extant.  Befides,  Pliny,  Pomponius  Mela,  Ptolomy 
and  Strabo,  aflure  us,  that  Mozambic  and  the  adjacent  iflands,  and  fome 
parts  of  India,  were  known  to  the  Romans  :  and  thefe  words  of  Macrobius, 
Sed  nee  monjlruojls  carn'ibus  abjlinetis,  inferentes  poculis  tefticulos  Callorum  et  venenata 
corpora  Viperarum  ;  quibus  adnzifcetis  quidquid  India  nutrit,  fufficiently  prove  that 
they  carried  on  a  confiderable  traffic  with  the  Eaft.  From  all  which,  fayr 
M.  Caftera,  we  may  conclude  that  the  Portuguefe  were  rather  the  reftor 
than  the  difcoverers  of  the  navigation  to  the  Indies. 

In  this  fit  ft  book,  and  throughout  the  whole  poem,  Camoens  frequently 
defcribes  his  heroes  as  parting  through  feas  which  had  never  before  been  na- 
vigated ;  and 

Que  fo  dos  feyos  f ocas  fe  navega. 

Where  but  fea-monflers  cut  the  waves  before. 

That  this  fuppofition  afforded  our  author  a  number  of  poetical  images,  and 
adds  a  folemn  grandeur  to  his  fubject,  might  perhaps  with  M.  Caftera  be 
efteemed  a  fufficient  apology  for  the  poetical  licence  in  fiich  a  violation  of 
hiftorical  truth.  Yet  whatever  liberties  an  epic  or  a  tragic  poet  may  com- 
mendably  take  in  embellhhing  the  actions  of  his  heroes,  an  aflertion  tela- 
tive  to  the  fctne  where  his  poem  opens,  if  falfe,  muft  be  equally  ridiculous 
as  to  call  Vefpafian  the  firft  who  iiad  ever  aflumed  the  title  of  Carfar.  But 
it  will  be  found  that  Camoens  has  not  fallen  into  fuch  abfurdity.  The  poem 
opens  with  a  defcription  of  the  Lufitanian  fleet,  after  having  double.!; he 
Cape  of  Hope,  driving  about  in  the  great  Ethiopian  Ocean,  fo  far  from 
land  that  it  required  the  care  of  the  Gods  to  conduct  it  to  fome  hofpitable 
fhore.  Therefore,  though  it  is  certain  thac  the  Phoenicians  patted  the 
Ne  plus  ultra  of  the  antients  ;  though  it  is  probable  they  traded  on  the  coaft 
of  Cum  all,  and  the  ifles  of  Scilly  ;  though  there  is  fome  reafon  to  believe 
rjiat  the  Madciias  and  Carribees  were  known  to  them  ;  and  though  it  has 

been 


book  i  THE    LUSIAD.  3 

Vent'rous  I  fing,  on  foaring  pinions  borne, 

And  all  my  country's  wars  the  fong  c  adorn  ; 

What  kings,  what  heroes  of  my  native  land 

Thunder'd  on  Afia's  and  on  Afric's  ftrand : 

Illuftrious  fhades,  who  levell'd  in  the  duft 

The  idol-temples  and  the  fhrines  of  luft ; 

And  where,  erewhile,  foul  demons  were  rever'd, 

To  holy  faith  unnumber'd  altars  d  rear'd : 

B  2  Illuftrious 

been  fuppoftd 'that  fome  of  their  ftiips  might  have  been  driven  by  florin  to  the 
Brazils  or  Noith-Ameiica;  yet  there  is  not  the  leafi  foundation  in  hiftory 
to  fuppofe  that  they  traded  to  the  Indies  by  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope. 
There  is  rather  a  demonstration  of  the  contrary ;  for  it  is  certain  they  car- 
ried on  their  traffic  with  the  Eaft,  by  a  much  nearer  and  fafer  way,  by  the 
two  ports  of  Elath  and  Eziongeber  on  the  Red  Sea.  Neither  is  it  certainly- 
known  in  what  particular  part,  whether  in  the  Perfian  gulph,  or  in  the 
Indian  ocean,  the  Tarfhiih  and  Ophir  of  the  ancients  are  fituated.  Though 
•X  is  certain  that  Hanno  doubled  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  it  isalfo  equally 
certain  that  his  voyage  was  merely  a  coafHng  one,  like  that  of  Nearchus 
in  Alexander's  time,  and  that  he  never  ventured  into  the  great  ocean,  or 
went  fo  far  as  Gama.  The  citation  from  Macrobius  proves  nothing  at  all 
relative  to  the  point  in  queition,  for  it  is  certain  that  the  Romans  received 
the  merchandife  of  India  by  the  way  of  Syria  and  the  Mediterranean, 
in  the  fame  manner  as  the  Venetians  imported  the  commodities  of  the 
from  Alexandria  before  the  discoveries  of  the  Portuguese.  It  re- 
mains, therefore,  that  Gama,  who  failed  by  the  compafs,  after  having  gone 
further  than  his  cotempcrary  Baithoiomcw  Diaz,  was  literally  the  firft  who 
fouthera  ocean,  and  that  the  Portugnefe  were 
not  the  reftorers,  but  literally  the  difcoverers  of  the  prefent  rout  of  na- 
E  aft  Indies. 

c  And  all  my  country  t  wars. — "  He  interweaves  artfully  the  hiftory  of 
Poitugal."     Voltaire. 

d  To  1  .  -    number  d altars  rear'd. — In  no  period  of  hiftory  does  hu- 

man nature  appear  with  more  mocking  features  than  in  the  Spanifh  con- 
queft  of  South  America.  To  the  immortal  honour  of  Xhtf.rf;  Portuguefc 
difcoverers,  their  conduct  was  in  every  rcfpcifr.  the  reverie.  To  eftablilh  a 
traffic  equally  advantageous  to  the  natives  as  to  themfelves,  was  the  prin- 
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Illuftrious  names,  with  deathlefs  laurels  crovvn'd, 
While  time  rolls  on  in  every  clime  renown'd  ! 

Let  Fame  with  wonder  name  the  Greek  no  more, 
What  lands  he  faw,  what  toils  at  fea  he  bore  ; 
No  more  the  Trojan's  wandering  voyage  boaft, 
What  ftorms  he  brav'd  on  many  a  per'lous  coaft : 
No  more  let  Rome  exult  in  Trajan's  name, 
Nor  eaftern  conquefts  Ammon's  pride  proclaim ; 
A  nobler  hero's  deeds  demand  my  lays 
Than  e'er  adorn'd  the  fong  of  ancient  days ; 
Illuftrious  Gam  a,  whom  the  waves  obey'd, 
And  whofe  dread  fword  the  fate  of  empire  fway'd. 

And 

ciplc  they  profefTed,  and  the  ftricteft  honour,  and  that  humanity  which  is 
ever  infeparable  from  true  bravery,  prefided  over  their  tranfaftions.  Nor 
did  they  ever  proceed  to  hoftilities  till  provoked,  either  by  the  open  vio- 
lence or  by  the  perfidy  of  the  natives.  Their  honour  was  admired,  and 
their  friendfhip  courted  by  the  Indian  princes.  To  mention,  no  more,  the 
name  of  Gama  was  dear  to  them,  and  the  great  Albuquerque  was  beloved 
as  a  father,  and  his  memory  honoured  with  every  token  of  afTc&ion  and 

ft  by  the  people  and  princes  of  India.  It  was  owing  to  this  fpirit  of 
honour  and  humanity,  which  in  the  heroical  days  <.f  Portugal  charafterifed 
that  nation,  that  the  religion  of  the  Portuguefe  was  eagerly  embraced  by 
many  kings  and  provinces  of  Africa  and  India;  while  the  Mexicans  with 
manly  difdain  rejected  the  faith  of  the  Spaniards,  profeffing  they  would 
rather  go  to  hell  to  efcape  thefe  cruel  tyrants,  than  go  to  heaven,  where 
they  were  told  they  fhould  meet  them.  Zeal  for  the  Christian  religion 
was  ((Itemed,  at  the  time  of  the  Portuguefe  grandeur,  as  the  moft  car- 
dinal virtue,  and  to  propagate  Chriftianity  and   extirpate  Mohammedifm 

>  he  moft  certain  proofs  of  that  zeal.  In  all  their  expeditions  this  was 
prol'cllcdly  a  principal  motive  of  the  Lufitanian  monarchs;  and  Camdens 
underftood  the  nature  of  epic  poetry  too  well  to  omit,  That  the  defign 
of  his  hero  was  to  deliver  the  law  of  heaven  to  the  eaftern  world ;  a  cir- 
cuinftance  which  gives  a  noble  air  of  importance  and  of  intereft  to  the  bu- 
fijiefs  of  his  poem. 
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And  you,  fair  nymphs  of  Tagus,  parent  ftream, 
If  e'er  your  meadows  were  my  paftoral  theme, 
While  you  have  liftened,  and  by  moonfhine  feen 
My  footfteps  wander  o'er  your  banks  of  green, 
O  come  aufpicious,  and  the  fong  infpire 
With  all  the  boldnefs  of  your  hero's  fire : 
Deep  and  majeftic  let  the  numbers  flow, 
And,  rapt  to  heaven,  with  ardent  fury  glow ; 
Unlike  the  verfe  that  fpeaks  the  lover's  grief, 
When  heaving  fighs  afford  their  foft  relief, 
And  humble  reeds  bewail  the  fhepherd's  pain : 
But  like  the  warlike  trumpet  be  the  ftrain 
To  roufe  the  hero's  ire  ;  and  far  around, 
With  equal  rage,  your  warriors'  deeds  refound, 

And  thou,  e  O  born  the  pledge  of  happier  days, 
To  guard  our  freedom  and  our  glories  raife, 

Given 

e  And  tbou,  0  born.— King  Sebaftian,  who  came  to  the  throne  in  his  mi- 
nority. Though  the  warm  imagination  of  Camoens  anticipated  the  praifes 
of  the  future  hero,  the  young  monarch,  like  Virgil's  Pollio,  had  not  the 
happinefa  to  fulfil  the  prophecy.  His  endowments  and  enterpriling  genius 
promifed  indeed  a  glorious  reign.  Ambitious  of  military  laurels,  he  led  a 
powerful  army  into  Africa,  on  purpofe  to  replace  Muley  Hamet  on  the 
throne  of  Morocco,  from  which  he  had  been  depofed  by  Muley  Molucco. 
On  the  4th  of  Augufl:,  1578,  in  the  twenty-fifth  year  of  his  age,  he  gave 
battle  to  the  Ufurper  on  the  plains  of  Alcazar.  This  was  that  memorable 
engagement,  to  which  the  Moorifh  Emperor,  extremely  weakened  by 
ficknefs,  was  carried  in  his  litter.  By  the  impetuofity  of  the  attack,  the 
firft  line  of  the  AToorifh  infantry  was  broken,  and  the  fecond  difordcred. 
Muley  Molucco  on  this  mounted  his  horfe,  drew  his  fabre,  and  would 
have  put  himfclf  at  the  head  of  his  troops,  but  was  prevented  by  his  at- 
tendant s. 
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Given  to  the  world  to  fpread  Religion's  fway, 
And  pour  o'er  many  a  land  the  mental  day, 
Thy  future  honours  on  thy  fhield  behold, 
The  crofs,  and  victor's  wreath,  emboft  in  gold : 

At 

tendants.  On  this  aft  of  violence,  his  emotion  of  mind  was  fo  great  that 
he  fell  from  his  horfe,  and  one  of  his  guards  having  caught  him  in  his 
arms,  conveyed  him  to  his  litter,  where,  putting  his  finger  on  his  lips  to 
enjoin  them  filence,  he  immediately  expired.  Hamet  Taba  flood  by  the 
curtains  of  the  carriage,  opened  them  from  time  to  time,  and  gave  out 
orders  as  if  he  had  received  them  from  the  emperor.  Victory  declared 
for  the  Moors,  and  the  defeat  of  the  Portuguefe  was  fo  total,  that  not 
above  fifty  of  their  whole  army  efcaped.  Hieron  de  Mcndoca,  and  Se- 
baftian  de  Mefa  relate,  that  Don  Sebaftian,  after  having  two  horfes  killed 
under  him,  was  furrounded  and  taken  ;  but  the  party  who  had  ftcured  him 
quarrelling  among  themfclves  whofe  prifoner  he  was,  a  Moorifh  officer 
rode  up  and  (truck  the  king  a  blow  over  the  right  eye,  which  brought  him 
to  the  ground  ;  when,  defpairing  of  ranfom,  the  others  killed  him.  Faria 
y  Soufa,  an  exact  and  judicious  hiftorian,  reports,  that  Lewis  de  Brito 
meeting  the  king  with  the  royal  flandard  wrapped  round  him,  Sebaftian 
cried  out,  "  Hold  it  fad,  let  us  die  upon  it."  Brito  affirmed,  that  after 
he  himfelf  was  taken  prifoner,  he  faw  the  king  at  a  diftancc  unpurfued. 
Don  Lewis  de  Lima  afterwards  met  him  making  towards  the  river ;  and 
this,  fays  the  hiftorian,  was  the  laft  time  he  was  ever  feen  alive.  About 
twenty  years  after  this  fatal  defeat,  there  appeared  a  ftranger  at  Venice, 
who  called  himfelf  Sebaftian,  king  of  Portugal.  His  perfon  fo  perfectly 
refembled  SebafHan,  that  the  Portuguefe  of  that  city  acknowledged  him 
for  their  fovertign.  Philip  II.  of  Spain  was  now  mafter  of  the  crown  and 
kingdom  of  Portugal.  His  ambaflador  at  Venice  charged  this  ftranger 
with  many  atrocious  crimes,  and  had  intcreft  to  get  him  apprehended  and 
thrown  into  prifon  as  an  impoftor.  He  undeiwent  twenty-eight  exami- 
nations before  a  committee  of  the  nobles,  in  which  he  cleaily  acquitted 
himfelf  of  all  the  crimes  that  had  been  laid  to  his  charge;  and  he  gave  a 
diftinct  account  of  the  manner  in  which  he  had  pafTed  his  time  from  the 
fatal  defeat  at  Alcazar.  It  was  objected,  that  the  fucceflor  of  Muley 
Molucco  fent  a  corpfe  to  Portugal  which  had  been  owned  as  that  of  the 
king  by  the  Portuguefe  nobility  who  furvived  the  battle.  To  this  he  re- 
plied, that  his  valet  de  chambre  had  produced  that  body  to  facilitate  his 
•  !  that  the  nobility  acted  upon  the  fame  motive  ;  and  Mefa  and 

Baena 
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At  thy  commanding  frown  we  truft  to  fee, 
The  Turk  and  Arab  bend  the  fuppliant  knee  : 
Beneath  the  g  morn,  dread  king,  thine  empire  lies, 
When  midnight  veils  thy  Lufitanian  Ikies  j 


And 


Baena  confefs,  that  fome  of  the  nobility,  after  their  return  to  Portugal, 
acknowledged,  that  the  corpfe  was  fo  disfigured  with  wounds  that  it  was 
impoffible  to  know  it.  He  fhewed  natural  marks  on  his  body,  which 
many  remembered  on  the  perfon  of  the  king  whofe  name  he  aflumed.  He 
entered  into  a  minute  detail  of  the  transactions  that  had  palled  between 
himfelf  and  the  republic,  and  mentioned  the  fecrets  of  feveral  converfa- 
tions  with  the  Venetian  ambaffadors  in  the  palace  of  Lifbon.  The  com- 
mittee were  aftonifhed,  and  fhewed  no  dilpofition  to  declare  him  an  im- 
poftor;  the  fenate  however  refufed  to  difcufs  the  great  point,  nnlefs  re- 
quefled  by  fome  prince  or  ftate  in  alliance  with  them.  This  generous 
part  was  performed  by  the  Prince  of  Orange,  and  an  examination  was 
made  with  great  folemnity,  but  no  decifion  followed,  only  the  fenate  fet 
him  at  liberty,  and  ordered  him  to  depart  their  dominions  in  three  days. 
In  his  flight  he  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  Spaniards,  who  conducted  him 
to  Naples,  where  they  treated  him  with  the  molt  barbarous  indignities. 
After  they  had  often  expofed  him,  mounted  on  an  afs,  to  the  cruel  in- 
fults  of  the  brutal  mob,  he  was  (hipped  on  beard  a  galley  as  a  (lave.  He 
was  then  carried  to  St.  Lucar,  from  thence  to  a  cattle  in  the  heart  of 
Caftile,  and  never  was  heard  of  more.  The  firmnefs  of  his  behaviour,  his 
lingular  modefty  and  heroical  patience,  are  mentioned  with  admiration  by 
de  la  Clede.  To  the  laft  he  maintained  the  truth  of  his  afiertions ;  a  word 
never  dipt  from  his  lips  which  might  countenance  the  chaige  of  impofture, 
or  juflify  the  cruelty  of  his  perfecutors.  All  Europe  were  aftonifhed  at 
the  miniftry  of  Spain,  who,  by  their  method  of  conducting  it,  had  made 
an  affair  fo  little  to  their  credit,  the  topic  of  general  converfation ;  and 
their  afTertion,  that  the  unhappy  fufferer  was  a  magician,  was  looked  upon 
as  a  tacit  acknowledgment  of  the  truth  of  his  pretentions. 

S  Beneath  the  morn,  dread  king,  thine  empire  lies.— When  we  confider  the 
glorious  fuccefTes  which  had  attended  the  arms  of  the  Portuguefe  in  Africa 
and  India,  and  the  high  reputation  of  their  military  and  naval  prowels,  for 
Portugal  was  then  emprefs  of  the  ocean,  it  is  no  matter  of  wonder  that 
the  imagination  of  Camoens  was  warmed  with  the  view  of  his  country's 
greatnefs,  and  that  he  talks  of  its  power  and  grandeur  in  a  flrain,  which 
muft  appear  as  mere  hyperbole  to  thofc  whofe  ideas  of  Portugal  are  dra-vn 
from  its  prefent  broken  fpirit,  and  diminifhed  ftate. 
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And  when  defcending  in  the  weftern  main 

The  fun  h  ftill  rifes  on  thy  lengthening  reign : 

Thou  blooming  Scion  of  the  nobleft  ftem, 

Our  nation's  fafety,  and  our  age's  gem, 

O  young  Sebaftian,  haften  to  the  prime 

Of  manly  youth,  to  Fame's  high  temple  climb : 

Yet  now  attentive  hear  the  mufe's  lay 

While  thy  green  years  to  manhood  fpeed  away : 

The  youthful  terrors  of  thy  brow  fufpend, 

And,  O  propitious,  to  the  fong  attend, 

The  numerous  fong,  by  patriot-paffion  fir'd, 

And  by  the  glories  of  thy  race  infpir'd  : 

To  be  the  herald  of  my  country's  fame 

My  firft  ambition  and  my  deareft  aim  : 

Nor  conquefts  fabulous,  nor  actions  vain, 

The  mufe's  paftime,  here  adorn  the  ftrain  : 

Orlando's  fury,  and  Rugero's  rage, 

And  all  the  heroes  of  th'  Aonian  page, 

The 


h  The  fun. — Imitated  perhaps  from  Rutilius,  fpeaking  of   the  Roman 
Empire  : 

Vol<vitur  ipfe  tibi,  qui  confficit  omnia,  Phebus, 
At  que  tuis  ortos  in  tua  condit  equos. 

or  more  probably  from  thefe  lines  of  Buchannan,  addrefled  to  John  IIL 
king  of  Portugal,  the  grandfather  of  Sebaftian  : 

Jnque  tuis  Phebus  rrgnis  or/enfque  cadenfque 

Vix  longum  fejfo  conderct  axe  diem. 
Jit  quacunque  vago  fe  circum-vol-oit  Olympo 
t  ratibus  f.amma  minijira  fuis. 
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The  dreams  of  bards  furpafs'd  the  world  fhall  view, 

And  own  their  boldeft  fictions  may  be  true  ; 

Surpafs'd,  and  dimm'd  by  the  fuperior  blaze 

Of  Ga  ma's  mighty  deeds,  which  here  bright  Truth  difplays. 

No  more  let  hiftory  boaft  her  heroes  old ; 

Their  glorious  rivals  here,  dread  prince,  behold : 

Here  fhine  the  valiant  Nunio's  deeds  unfeign'd, 

Whofe  fingle  arm  the  falling  ftate  fuftain'd ; 

Here  fearlefs  Egas'  wars,  and,  Fuas,  thine, 

To  give  full  ardour  to  the  fong  combine ; 

But  ardour  equal  to  your  martial  ire 

Demands  the  thundering  founds  of  Homer's  lyre. 

To  match  the  twelve  »  fo  long  by  bards  renown'd, 

Here  brave  Magricio  and  his  peers  are  crown'd 

(A  glorious  twelve  !)  with  deathlefs  laurels,  won 

In  gallant  arms  before  the  Englifh  throne. 

Unmatch'd  no  more  the  Gallic  Charles  fhall  Hand, 

Nor  Caefar's  name  the  firft  of  praife  command : 

Of  nobler  acts  the  crown'd  Alonzos  fee, 

Thy  valiant  fires,  to  whom  the  bended  knee 

Of  vanquifh'd  Afric  bow'd.     Nor  lefs  in  fame, 

He  who  confin'd  the  rage  of  civil  flame, 

The  godlike  John,  beneath  whofe  awful  fword 

Rebellion  crouch'd,  and  trembling  own'd  him  lord. 

Thofe 


'  To  match  the  tivtlvefo  long  by  larJ>  renown  i. — The  twelve  peers  of  Char- 
lemagne, often  mentioned  in  the  old  romances.  For  the  epifode  of  Ma- 
gricio and  his  eleven  companions,  fee  the  fixth  Lufiad, 
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Thofe  heroes  too,  who  thy  bold  flag  unfurTd, 

And  fpread  thy  banners  o'er  the  eaftern  world, 

Whofe  fpears  fubdued  the  kingdoms  of  the  morn, 

Their  names,  and  glorious  wars  the  fong  adorn  : 

The  daring  Gam  a,  whofe  unequall'd  name 

Proud  monarch  mines  o'er  all  of  naval  fame : 

Caftro  the  bold,  in  arms  a  peerlefs  knight, 

And  ftern  Pacheo,  dreadful  in  the  fight : 

The  two  Almeydas,  names  for  ever  dear, 

By  Tago's  nymphs  embalm'd  with  many  a  tear ; 

Ah,  ftill  their  early  fate  the  nymphs  fhall  mourn, 

And  bathe  with  many  a  tear  their  haplefs  urn : 

Nor  fhall  the  godlike  Albuquerque  reftrain 

The  mufe's  fury ;  o'er  the  purpled  plain 

The  mufe  fhall  lead  him  in  his  thundering  car 

Amidft  his  glorious  brothers  of  the  war, 

Whofe  fame  in  arms  refounds  from  £ky  to  fky, 

And  bids  their  deeds  the  power  of  death  defy. 

And  while,  to  thee,  I  tune  the  duteous  lay, 

Affume,  O  potent  king,  thine  empire's  fway  ; 

With  thy  brave  hoft  through  Afric  march  along, 

And  give  new  triumphs  to  immortal  fong : 

On  thee  with  earned  eyes  the  nations  wait, 

And  cold  with  dread  the  Moor  expects  his  fate  j 

The  barbarous  mountaineer  on.  Taurus'  brows 

To  thy  expected  yoke  his  ihoulder  bows  : 

Fair  Thetis  wooes  thee  with  her  blue  domain, 

Her  nuptial  fon,  and  fondly  yields  her  reign ; 

And 


book  i.  THE    L US  IAD.  11 

And  from  the  bowers  of  heaven  thy  grandfires  k  fee 

Their  various  virtues  bloom  afrefh  in  thee ; 

One  for  the  joyful  days  of  peace  renown'd, 

And  one  with  war's  triumphant  laurels  crown'd: 

With  joyful  hands,  to  deck  thy  manly  brow, 

They  twine  the  laurel  and  the  olive-bough ; 

With  joyful  eyes  a  glorious  throne  they  fee, 

In  Fame's  eternal  dome,  referved  1  for  thee. 

Yet  while  thy  youthful  hand  delays  to  wield 

The  fcepter'd  power,  or  thunder  of  the  field, 

Here  view  thine  Argonauts,  in  feas  unknown, 

And  all  the  terrors  of  the  burning  zone, 

Till  their  proud  ftandards,  rear'd  in  other  fkies, 

And  all  their  conquefls  meet  thy  wondering  m  eyes. 

Now  far  from  land,  o'er  Neptune's  dread  abode 
The  Lufitanian  fleet  triumphant  rode  ; 

Onward 

k  *^%  grandfires. — John  III.  king  of  Portugal,  celebrated  for  along  and 
peaceful  reign ;  and  the  emperor  Charles  V.  who  was  engaged  in  almofi; 
continual  wars. 


referved  for  thee.' 


Anne  novum  tardis  ftdus  te  menfbus  addas, 
&ifa  locus  Erigonen  inter  chclafque  fequentes 
Panditur :-  ipfe  tibijam  brachia  contrahU  ardens 
Scorpius,  et  celijujla plus  parte  reliquit.  VlRG. 

*"  ■■  '  tby  wondering  eyes.—- Some  critics  have  condemned  Virgil  for  flop- 
ping his  narrative  to  introduce  even  a  fhort  obfervation  of  his  own.  Mil- 
ton's beautiful  complaint  of  his  blindnefs  has  been  blamed  for  the  fame 
reafon,  as  being  no  part  of  the  fubjeft  of  his  poem.  The  addrefs  of  Ca- 
moens  to  Don  Sebaflian  has  not  efcaped  the  fame  cenfure ;  though  in  fome 
meafurc  undefcrvedly,  as  the  poet  has  had  the  art  to  interweave  therein 
fome  part  of  the  general  argument  of  his  poem, 
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Onward  they  traced  the  wide  and  lonefome  main, 

"Where  changeful  Proteus  leads  his  fcaly  train  j 

The  dancing  vanes  before  the  zephyrs  flow'd, 

And  their  bold  keels  the  tracklefs  ocean  plow'd ; 

Unplow'd  before  the  green-tinged  billows  rofe, 

And  curl'd  and  whiten'd  round  the  nodding  prows. 

"When  Jove,  the  God  who  with  a  thought  controuls 

The  raging  feas,  and  balances  the  poles, 

From  heav'n  beheld,  and  wili'd,  in  fovereign  ftate, 

To  fix  the  Eaftern  World's  depending  fate  : 

Swift  at  his  nod  th'  Olympian  herald  flies, 

And  calls  th'  immortal  fenate  of  the  fkies ; 

Where,  from  the  fovereign  throne  of  earth  and  heaven, 

Th'  immutable  decrees  of  fate  are  given. 

Inftant  the  regents  of  the  fpheres  of  light, 

And  thofe  who  rule  the  paler  orbs  of  night, 

With  thofe,  the  gods  whofe  delegated  fway 

The  burning  fouth  and  frozen  north  obey  ; 

And  they  whofe  empires  fee  the  day-ftar  rife, 

And  evening  Phoebus  leave  the  weftern  Ikies ; 

All  inftant  pour'd  along  the  milky  road, 

Heaven's  chryftal  pavements  glittering  as  they  trode : 

And  now,  obedient  to  the  dread  command, 

Before  their  awful  Lord  in  order  ftand. 

Sublime  and  dreadful  on  his  regal  throne, 
That  glovv'd  with  ftars,  and  bright  as  lightning  fhone, 

Th' 
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Th'  immortal  fire,  who  darts  the  thunder,  fate, 

The  crown  and  fceptre  added  folemn  ftate ; 

The  crown,  of  heaven's  own  pearls,  whofe  ardent  rays, 

Flam'd  round  his  brows,  outfhone  the  diamond's  blaze  : 

His  breath  fuch  gales  of  vital  fragrance  fhed, 

As  might,  with  fudden  life,  infpire  the  dead : 

Supreme  controul  throned  in  his  awful  eyes 

Appear'd,  and  mark'd  the  monarch  of  the  Ikies. 

On  feats  that  burn'd  with  pearl  and  ruddy  gold, 

The  fubject  gods  their  fovereign  lord  enfold, 

Each  in  his  rank,  when,  with  a  voice  that  fliook 

The  towers  of  heaven  the  world's  dread  ruler  fpoke : — 

Immortal  heirs  of  light,  my  purpofe  hear, 
My  counfels  ponder,  and  the  Fates  revere  : 
Unlefs  Oblivion  o'er  your  minds  has  thrown 
Her  dark  blank  fhades,  to  you,  ye  Gods,  are  known 
The  Fate's  decree,  and  ancient  warlike  fame 
Of  that  bold  race  which  boafts  of  Lufus'  name ; 
That  bold  advent'rous  race  the  Fates  declare, 
A  potent  empire  in  the  eaft  fhall  rear, 
Surpaffing  Babel's  or  the  Perfian  fame, 
Proud  Grecia's  boaft,  or  Rome's  illuftrious  name, 
Oft  from  thefe  brilliant  feats  have  you  beheld 
The  fons  of  Lufus  on  the  dufty  field, 
Though  few,  triumphant  o'er  the  numerous  Moors, 
Till  from  the  beauteous  lawns  on  Tago's  fhores 
They  drove  the  cruel  foe.     And  oft  has  heaven 
Before  their  troops  the  proud  Caflilians  driven  •, 

While 
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While  Victory  her  eagle-wings  diiplay'd 

Where-e'er  their  warriors  waved  the  fhining  blade. 

Nor  refts  unknown  how  Lufus'  heroes  flood 

When  Rome's  ambition  dy'd  the  world  with  blood  ; 

What  glorious  laurels  Viriatus  n  gain'd, 

How  oft  his  fword  with  Roman  gore  was  ftain'd  ; 

And 

*  What  glorious  laurels  Viriatus  gain'd. — This  brave  Lufitanian,  who  was 
fir  ft  a  Ihepherd  and  a  famous  hunter,  and  afterwards  a  captain  of  banditti, 
exafperated  at  the  tyranny  of  the  Romans,  encouraged  his  countrymen  to 
revolt  and  (hake  oft"  the  yoke.  Being  appointed  general,  he  defeated  Ve- 
tilius  the  praetor,  who  commanded  in  Lufitania,  or  farther  Spain.  After 
this  he  defeated  in  three  pitched  battles,  the  praetors  C.  Plautius  Hypfaeus, 
and  Claudius  Unimanus,  though  they  led  againft  him  veiy  numerous  armies. 
For  fix  years  he  continued  victorious,  putting  the  Romans  to  flight  wher- 
ever he  met  them,  and  laying  wafte  the  countries  of  their  allies.  Having 
obtained  fuch  advantages  over  the  proconful  Servilianus,  that  the  only- 
choice  which  was  left  to  the  Roman  army  was  death  or  flavery  ;  the  brave 
Viriatus,  inftead  of  putting  them  all  to  the  fword,  as  he  could  eafily  have 
done,  fent  a  deputation  to  the  general,  ofleiing  to  conclude  a  peace  with 
him  on  this  Tingle  condition,  That  he  Jhould  continue  wafer  of  the  country  nosy 
in  b'n  pozver,  and  that  the  Romans  Jhould  remain  poJTeJfed  of  the  reft  of  Spa:::. 

The  proconful,  who  expected  nothing  but  death  or  flavery,  thought  thefe, 
very  favourable  and  moderate  terms,  and  without  hefitation  concluded  a 
peace,  which  was  foon  after  ratified  by  the  Roman  fenate  and  people.  Vi- 
riatus, by  this  treaty,  compleated  the  glorious  defign  he  had  always  in  view, 
which  was  to  erect  a  kingdom  in  the  vaft  country  he  had  conquered  from 
the  republic.  And  had  it  not  been  for  the  treachery  of  the  Romans,  he 
would  have  become,  as  Floras  calls  him,  the  Romulus  of  Spain  :  He  would 
have  founded  a  monarchy  capable  of  counterbalancing  the  power  of  Rome. 

The  fenate,  (till  defirous  to  revenge  their  late  defeat,  foon  after  this  peace 
ordered  QJServilius  Caepio  to  exafperate  Viriatus,  and  force  him  by  repeated 
affronts  to  commit  the  firft  acts  of  hoftility.  But  this  mean  artifice  did  not 
fucceed.  Viriatus  would  not  be  provoked  to  a  breach  of  the  peace.  On 
this  the  confeript  fathers,  to  the  eternal  difgrace  of  their  republic,  ordered 
Caepio  to  declare  war,  and  to  proclaim  Viriatus,  who  had  given  no  provoca- 
tion, an  enemy  to  Rome.  To  this  bafenefs  Caepio  added  (till  a  greater;  he 
corrupted  the  ambafladors  which  Viriatus  had  fent  to  negociate  with  him, 
who,  at  the  inftigation  of  the  Roman,  treacheroufly  murdered  their  pro- 
tector and  general  while  he  flept.         Univ.  Hist. 
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And  what  fair  palms  their  martial  ardour  crown'd, 

When  led  to  battle  by  the  chief  renown'd, 

Who  °  feign'd  a  daemon,  in  a  deer  conceal'd, 

To  him  the  counfels  of  the  Gods  reveal'd. 

And  now  ambitious  to  extend  their  fway 

Beyond  their  conquefts  on  the  fouthmoft  bay 

Of  Afric's  fwarthy  coaft,  on  floating  wood 

They  brave  the  terrors  of  the  dreary  flood, 

Where  only  black-wing'd  mifts  have  hover'd  o'er, 

Or  driving  clouds  have  fail'd  the  wave  before  ; 

Beneath  new  Ikies  they  hold  their  dreadful  way 

To  reach  the  cradle  of  the  new-born  day  : 

And  Fate,  whofe  mandates  unrevok'd  remain, 

Has  will'd,  that  long  fhall  Lufus'  offspring  reign 

The  lords  of  that  wide  fea,  whofe  waves  behold 

The  fun  come  forth  enthroned  in  burning  gold. 

But  now  the  tedious  length  of  winter  pad, 

Diftrefs'd  and  weak,  the  heroes  faint  at  laft. 

What  gulphs  they  dared,  you  faw,  what  itorms  they  braved, 

Beneath  what  various  heavens  their  banners  waved ! 

Now  Mercy  pleads,  and  foon  the  riling  land 

To  their  glad  eyes  fhall  o'er  the  waves  expand. 

As 


•  Who  feign  d  a  d&mon. — Sertorius,  who  was  invited  by  the  Lufitanians 
to  defend  them  againft  the  Romans.  He  had  a  tame  white  hind,  which  he 
had  aecuftomed  to  follow  hiin,  and  from  which  he  pretended  to  receive  the 
initructions  of  Diana.  By  this  artifice  he  impoftd  upon  the  fuperftition  ct 
that  people.         Vid.  Plut. 
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As  welcome  friends  the  natives  fhall  receive, 
With  bounty  feaft  them,  and  with  joy  relieve. 
And  when  refrefhment  fhali  their  flrength  renew, 
Thence  fhall  they  turn,  and  their  bold  route  purfue. 

So  fpoke  high  Jove :  The  gods  in  filence  heard, 
Then  rifing  each,  by  turns,  his  thoughts  preferv'd  : 
But  chief  was  Bacchus  P  of  the  adverfe  train  j 
Fearful  he  was,  nor  fear'd  his  pride  in  vain, 
Should  Lufus'  race  arrive  on  India's  fhore, 
His  ancient  honours  would  be  known  no  more  j 
No  more  in  Nyfa  q  fhould  the  native  tell 
What  kings,  what  mighty  hofts  before  him  fell. 
The  fertile  vales  beneath  the  rifing  fun 
He  view'd  as  his,  by  right  of  victory  won, 
And  deem'd  that  ever  in  immortal  fong 
The  conqueror's  title  fhould  to  him  belong. 
Yet  Fate,  he  knew,  had  will'd,  that  loos'd  from  Spain 
Boldly  advent'rous  through  the  polar  main, 
A  warlike  race  fhould  come,  renown'd  in  arms, 
And  fhake  the  Eaftern  World  with  war's  alarms, 
Whofe  glorious  conquefts  and  eternal  fame 
In  black  Oblivion's  waves  fhould  whelm  his  name, 

Urania- 

r  But  chief  ivas  Bacchus. — The  French  tranflator  has  the  following  note 
on  this  place  :  Le  Camoens  n  a  pourtant  faitjn  cela  que  fuivre I' exemple  de  V Ecri- 
ture,  comme  on  le  -voitdans  ces pa rules  du premiere  chapli re  dc  'Job.  Quodam  autem 
die  cum  veniflent,  &c.  Unjour  que  les  enfans  du  Seigneur  s'cloietit  ajfembles  devout 
fon  trone,  Satan  y  vin  taujfi,  IS'c. 

*  No  more  in  Nyfa. — An  antient  city  in  India,  facred  to  Bacchus. 
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Urania- Venus r,  queen  of  facred  love, 
Arofe,  and  fixt  her  afking  eyes  on  Jove  : 
Her  eyes,  well  pleas'd,  in  Lulus'  fons  could  trace 
A  kindred  likenefs  to  the  Roman  race, 
For  whom  of  old  fuch  kind  regard  fhe  s  bore  j 
The  fame  their  triumphs  on  Barbaria's  fhore, 
The  fame  the  ardour  of  their  warlike  flame, 
The  manly  mulic  of  their  tongue  the  l  fame. 
Affection  thus  the  lovely  goddefs  fway'd, 
Nor  lefs  what  fate's  unblotted  page  difplay'd  ; 
Where'er  this  people  fhould  their  empire  raife, 
She  knew  her  altars  would  unnumber'd  blaze, 
And  barbarous  nations  at  her  holy  fhrine 
Be  humaniz'd,  and  taught  her  lore  divine. 

vol.  i.  C  Her 

r  Urania-Venus. —We  have  already  obferved,  that  an  allegorical  machinery 
has  always  been  efteemed  an  eflential  requifite  of  the  Epopaeia,  and  the 
reafon  upon  which  it  is  founded  has  been  pointed  out.  The  allegorical  ma- 
chinery of  the  Lufiad  has  now  commenced;  and  throughout  the  poem  the 
hero  is  guarded  and  conducted  by  the  celeftial  Venus,  or  divine  love.  The 
true  poetical  colouring  is  thus  fupported  and  preferved  :  but  in  illuftration 
of  this,  lee  the  preface,  and  the  note  on  the  allegory  of  Homer,  near  the 
end  of  the  fixth  Lufiad. 

*  For  whom  of  old.— See  the  note  in  the  fecond  book  on  the  following  paf- 
fage: 

As  -juhen  in  Idas  l/ozver  fhe  food of  yore,  &c. 

1  The  manly  muf:c  of  their  tongue  the  fame .— — —  Camoens  fays, 

£  na  lingoa,  na  qual  quando  imagina, 
Com  pouea  corrupcao  ere  que  he  Latina. 

Qualifications  are  never  elegant  in  poetry.     Fanihavv's  tranflation,  and  the 
original,  both  prove  this- 

■  their  tongue 
Which  fhe  thinks  Latin  zvith  fmall  drofs  among. 


18  THE    L  US  IAD.  boor  i. 

Her  fpreading  honours  thus  the  one  infpired, 

And  one  the  dread  to  lofe  his  worfhip  fired. 

Their  ftruggling  factions  fhook  th'  Olympian  (late 

"With  all  the  clamorous  tempeft  of  debate. 

Thus  when  the  ftorm  with  fudden  guft  invades 

The  ancient  foreft's  deep  and  lofty  fhades, 

The  burfting  whirlwinds  tear  their  rapid  courfe, 

The  fhatter'd  oaks  crafh,  and  with  echoes  hoarfe 

The  mountains  groan,  while  whirling  on  the  blaft 

The  thickening  leaves  a  gloomy  darknefs  caft. 

Such  was  the  tumult  in  the  bleft  abodes, 

When  Mars,  high  towering  o'er  the  rival  gods, 

Stept  forth ;  ftern  fparkles  from  his  eye-balls  glanc'd ; 

And  now,  before  the  throne  of  Jove  advanc'd, 

O'er  his  left  moulder  his  broad  fhield  he  throws, 

And  lifts  his  helm  above  his  dreadful  brows  : 

Bold  and  enrag'd  he  flands,  and,  frowning  round, 

Strikes  his  tali  fpear-ftaff  on  the  founding  ground ; 

Heaven  trembled,  and  the  light  turn'd  pale  y  — Such  dread 

His  fierce  demeanour  o'er  Olympus  fpread  : 

When  thus  the  warrior, — O  eternal  fire, 

Thine  is  the  fceptre,  thine  the  thunder's  fire, 

Supreme  dominion  thine ;  then,  father,  hear  : 

Shall  that  bold  race  which  once  to  thee  was  dear, 

Who, 

v  — —  and  the  light  turn  d pah. — The  thought  in  the  original  has  fome- 
thing  in  it  wildly  great,  though  it  is  not  exprefled  in  the  happicfl  manner 
•f  Camoens, 

0  Ceo  tremeo,  c  Apollo  detorvado 
Hum  pouco  a  luz  perdeo,  c<?mo  iiifiaio, 
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Who,  now  fulfilling  thy  decrees  of  old, 

Through  thefe  wild  waves  their  fearlefs  journey  hold  5 

Shall  that  bold  race  no  more  thy  care  engage, 

But  fink  the  victims  of  unhallowed  rage ! 

Did  Bacchus  yield  to  reafon's  voice  divine, 

Bacchus  the  caufe  of  Lufus'  fons  would  join  ; 

Lufus,  the  lov'd  companion  of  his  cares, 

His  earthly  toils,  his  dangers,  and  his  wars : 

But  envy  ftrll  a  foe  to  worth  will  prove, 

To  worth  though  guarded  by  the  arm  of  Jove. 

Then  thou,  dread  lord  of  fate,  unmov'd  remain, 
Nor  let  weak  change  thine  awful  counfels  {lain, 
For  Lufus'  race  thy  promis'd  favour  fhew : 
Swift  as  the  arrow  from  Apollo's  bow 
Let  Maia's  fon  explore  the  watery  way, 
"Where  fpent  with  toil,  with  weary  hopes,  they  ftray ; 
And  fafe  to  harbour,  through  the  deep  untried, 
Let  him,  impower'd,  their  wandering  vefTels  guide ; 
There  let  them  hear  of  India's  wifh'd-for  fhore, 
And  balmy  reft  their  fainting  ftrength  reftore. 

He  fpoke  :  high  Jove  afTenting  bow'd  the  head, 
And  floating  clouds  of  nectar'd  fragrance  fhed  : 
Then  lowly  bending  to  th'  eternal  fire, 
Each  in  his  duteous  rank,  the  gods  retire. 

C  ^  Whilft 
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Whilft  thus  in  heaven's  bright  palace  Fate  was  weigh'd, 

Right  onward  ftill  the  brave  armada  ftray'd : 

Right  on  they  fteer  by  Ethiopia's  ftrand 

And  paftoral  Madagafcar's  b  verdant  land. 

Before  the  balmy  gales  of  cheerful  fpring, 

With  heav'n  their  friend,  they  fpread  the  canvas  wing ; 

The  Iky  cerulean,  and  the  breathing  air, 

The  lafting  promife  of  a  calm  declare. 

Behind  them  now  the  cape  of  Prafo  bends, 

Another  ocean  to  their  view  extends, 

Where  black-topt  iflands,  to  their  longing  eyes, 
Lav'd  by  the  gentle  waves  c,  in  profpect  rife. 
But  Gama,  (captain  of  the  vent'rous  band, 
Of  bold  emprize,  and  born  for  high  command, 
Whofe  martial  fires,  with  prudence  clofe  allied, 
Enfured  the  fmiles  of  fortune  on  his  fide) 
Bears  off  thofe  fiiores  which  wafte  and  wild  appear'd, 
And  eaftward  ftill  for  happier  climates  fteer'd : 
When  gathering  round  and  blackening  o'er  the  tide, 
A  fleet  of  fmall  canoes  the  pilot  fpied  j 
Hoifting  their  fails  of  palm-tree  leaves,  inwove 
With  curious  art,  a  fwarming  crowd  they  move : 

Long 

*  And pajloral  Madagafcar.-— Called  by  the  ancient  geographers  Menuthia, 
and  Cerna  Ethiopica ;  by  the  natives,  the  Ifland  of  the  Moon  ;  and  by  the 
Portuguefe,  the  Ifle  of  St.  Laurence,  on  whofe  feftival  they  difcovered  it. 

c  Lav'd  by  tie  gentle  waves.-— The  original  fays,  the  fea  fhewed  them  new 
ifland?,  which  it  encircled  and  laved.     Thus  rendered  by  Fanfhaw, 

Neptune  difclos 'd ne%v  ijles  -which  he  did  play 
About,  and  tvitb  his  billows  danct  the  bay. 
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Long  were  their  boats,  and  fharp  to  bound  along 

Through  the  dafh'd  waters,  broad  their  oars  and  ftrong : 

The  bending  rowers  on  their  features  bore 

The  fwarthy  marks  of  Phaeton's  d  fall  of  yore  •, 

When  flaming  lightnings  fcorch'd  the  banks  of  Po, 

And  nations  blacken'd  in  the  dread  o'erthrow. 

Their  garb,  difcover'd  as  approaching  nigh, 

Was  cotton  ftrip'd  with  many  a  gaudy  dye : 

Twas  one  whole  piece  ;  beneath  one  arm,  confin'd  j 

The  reft  hung  loofe  and  flutter'd  on  the  wind  ; 

All,  but  one  breaft,  above  the  loins  was  bare, 

And  fwelling  turbans  bound  their  jetty  hair  : 

Their  arms  were  bearded  darts  and  faulchions  broad, 

And  warlike  mufic  founded  as  they  row'd. 

With  joy  the  failors  faw  the  boats  draw  near, 

With  joy  beheld  the  human  face  appear  : 


What 


of  Phaeton's  fall- 


ferunt  luBu  Cycnum  Plaetonis  amati, 
Pepuleas  inter  frondes  umbramquc  fororum 
Dum  canit,   lSf  mceflum  mufa  folatur  amorem  : 
Can: nl em  nielli  pluma  duxiffe  fcneSiam, 
jinquentem  terras^  etfidera  <v»cefequentem.  Virg.  JEti. 

The  hiftor  c  foundation  of  the  fable  of  Phaeton  is  this :  Phaeton  was  a 
young  enterprifing  prince  of  Libya.  Croding  the  Mediterranean  in  que(t 
of  adventures,  he  landed  at  Epirus,  from  whence  he  went  to  Italy  to  fee 
his  intimate  friend  Cygnus.  Phaeton  was  fkiiled  in  aflrology,  from  whence 
he  arrogated  to  himfelf  the  title  of  the  fon  of  Apollo.  One  day  in  the  heat 
of  lummer,  as  he  was  riding  along  the  banks  of  the  Po,  his  horfes  took 
fright  at  a  clap  of  thunder,  and  plunged  into  the  river,  where,  together 
with  their  mafter,  they  perifhed.  Cygnus,  who  was  a  poet,  celebrated  the 
death  of  his  friend  in  verfe,  from  whence  the  fable. 

Vid.  Plutar.  in  vit.  Pyrr. 
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What  nations  thefe,  their  wondering  thoughts  explore, 

What  rites  they  follow,  and  what  god  adore  ! 

And  now  with  hands  and  kerchiefs  wav'd  in  air 

The  barb'rous  race  their  friendly  mind  declare. 

Glad  were  the  crew,  and  ween'd  that  happy  day 

Should  end  their  dangers  and  their  toils  repay. 

The  lofty  mails  the  nimble  youths  afcend, 

The  ropes  they  haul,  and  o'er  the  yard-arms  bend  j 

And  now  their  bowfprits  pointing  to  the  fhorc, 

(A  fafe  moon'd  bay,)  with  flacken'd  fails  they  bore  : 

With  cheerful  fhouts  they  furl  the  gather'd  fail 

That  lefs  and  lefs  flaps  quivering  on  the  gale  j 

The  prows,  their  fpeed  ftopt,  o'er  the  furges  nod, 

The  falling  anchors  dafh  the  foaming  flood  : 

When  fudden  as  they  ftopt,  the  fwarthy  race 

With  fmiles  of  friendly  welcome  on  each  face, 

The  fhip's  high  fides  fwift  by  the  cordage  climb : 

Illufixious  Gam  A,  with  an  air  fublime, 

Soften'd  by  mild  humanity,  receives, 

And  to  their  chief  the  hand  of  friendihip  gives ; 

Bids  fpread  the  board,  and,  inftant  as  he  faid, 

Along  the  deck  the  feftive  board  is  fpread  : 

The  fparkling  wine  in  cryftal  goblets  glows, 

And  round  and  round  with  cheerful  welcome  flows. 

While  thus  the  vine  its  fprightly  glee  infpires, 

From  whence  the  fleet,  the  fwarthy  chief  enquires, 

What  feas  they  pafr,  what  'vantage  would  attain, 

And  what  the  more  their  purpofe  hop'd  to  gain  r 

From 
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From  fartheft  weft,  the  Lufian  race  reply, 

To  reach  the  golden  eaftern  fhores  we  try. 

Through  that  unbounded  fea  whofe  billows  roll 

From  the  cold  northern  to  the  fouthern  pole ; 

And  by  the  wide  extent,  the  dreary  vaft 

Of  Afric's  bays,  already  have  we  paft ; 

And  many  a  Iky  have  feen,  and  many  a  fhore, 

Where  but  fea-monfters  cut  the  waves  before. 

To  fpread  the  glories  of  our  monarch's  reign, 

For  India's  more  we  brave  the  tracklefs  main, 

Our  glorious  toil,  and  at  his  nod  would  brave 

The  difmal  gulphs  of  Acheron's  black  wave. 

And  now,  in  turn,  your  race,  your  country  tell, 

If  on  your  lips  fair  truth  delights  to  dwell, 

To  us,  unconfcious  of  the  falfehood,  fhew, 

What  of  thefe  feas  and  India's  lite  you  know. 

Rude  are  the  natives  here,  the  Moor  reply'd, 
Dark  are  their  minds,  and  brute-defire  their  guide : 
But  we,  of  alien  blood  and  ftrangers  here, 
Nor  hold  their  cuftoms  nor  their  laws  revere. 
From  Abram's  e  race  our  holy  prophet  fprung, 
An  angel  taught,  and  heaven  infpir'd  his  tongue ; 
His  facred  rites  and  mandates  we  obey, 
And  diftant  empires  own  his  holy  lway. 
From  ifle  to  ifle  our  trading  vefTels  roam, 
Mozambic's  harbour  our  commodious  home. 

If 

e  From  Abram's  race  our  holy  prophet  fprung.— Mohammed,  who  was  de- 
fended from  Ifhmael,  the  fon  of  Abraham  by  Hagar. 
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If  then  your  fails  for  India's  fhores  expand, 

For  fultry  Ganges  or  Hydafpes'  ftrand, 

Here  fhall  you  find  a  pilot  fkill'd  to  guide 

Through  all  the  dangers  of  the  per'lous  tide, 

Though  wide  fpread  fhelves  and  cruel  rocks  unfeen, 

Lurk  in  the  way,  and  whirlpools  rage  between. 

Accept,  mean  while,  what  fruits  thefe  iflands  hold, 

And  to  the  regent  let  your  wifh  be  told. 

Then  may  your  mates  the  needful  ftores  provide, 

Then  all  your  various  wants  be  here  fupplied. 

So  fpake  the  Moor,  and  bearing  fmiles  untrue, 
And  figns  of  friendfhip,  with  his  bands  withdrew. 
O'erpower'd  with  joy  unhoped  the  failors  ftood, 
To  find  fuch  kindnefs  on  a  fhore  fo  rude. 

Now  mooting  o'er  the  flood  his  fervid  blaae, 
The  red-brow'd  fun  withdraws  his  beamy  rays  j 
Safe  in  the  bay  the  crew  forget  their  cares, 
And  peaceful  reft  their  wearied  ftrength  repairs. 
Calm  twilight f  now  his  drowfy  mantle  fpreads, 
And  fhade  on  made,  the  gloom  ftill  deepening  fheds. 

The 

'  Calm  twilight  now. — Camoens,  in  this  paflage,  has  imitated  Homer  in 
the  manner  of  Virgil :  by  diverfifying  the  fcene  lie  has  made  the  defcrip- 
tion  his  own.     The  pafTage  alluded  to  is  in  the  eighth  iliad  : 

Sic  S'  ot'  £v  a^avi  aerga.  tyativh  a/w<f>i  Cl\hvrt 

Thus  elegantly  tranflated  by  Pope  : 
At  when  the  moon,   refulgent  lamp  of  night, 
O'er  leaven  j  dear  azure  fprcadi  her  [acred  light, 
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The  moon,  full  orb'd,  forfakes  her  watery  cave, 

And  lifts  her  lovely  head  above  the  wave. 

The  fnowy  fplendors  of  her  modeft  ray 

Stream  o'er  the  gliftening  waves,  and  quivering  play : 

Around  her,  glittering  on  the  heaven's  arched  brow, 

Unnumber'd  ftars,  enclofed  in  azure,  glow, 

Thick  as  the  dew-drops  of  the  April  dawn, 

Or  May-flowers  crowding  o'er  the  daify-lawn  : 

The  canvas  whitens  in  the  filvery  beam, 

And  with  a  mild  pale  red  the  pendants  gleam  : 

The  mafts'  tall  fhadows  tremble  o'er  the  deep ; 

The  peaceful  winds  an  holy  filence  keep ; 

The  watchman's  carol  echo'd  from  the  prows, 

Alone,  at  times,  awakes  the  ftill  repofe. 

Aurora  now,  with  dewy  luftre  bright, 
Appears,  afcending  on  the  rear  of  night. 
With  gentle  hand,  as  feeming  oft  to  paufe, 
The  purple  curtains  of  the  morn  fhe  draws ; 
The  fun  comes  forth,  and  foon  the  joyful  crew, 
Each  aiding  each,  their  joyful  tafks  purfue. 


When  not  a  breath  dijlurls  the  deep  f  rent, 
And  not  a  cloud  o'ercafs  the  folemnfcene  ; 
Around  her  throne  the  vivid  planets  roll, 
And ftars  unnumlerj  gild  the  gloziing  pole, 
O'er  the  dart  tree:  a yellc-uer  verdure  Jhed, 
And  tip  totthJUver  every  mountain  s  head ; 
Tbenjhine  the  vales,  the  rocks  in  profpecl  rife, 
A  food  of  glory  lurfts  from  all  the  Jkies  : 
The  confcious  f wains  rejoicing  in  the  fight, 
Eye  the  blue  vault,  and  llefs  the  ufeful  light. 


Wide 
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Wide  o'er  the  decks  the  fpreading  fails  they  throw  ; 

From  each  tall  mail  the  waving  flreamers  flow  j 

All  feems  a  feftive  holiday  on  board 

To  welcome  to  the  fleet  the  ifland's  lord. 

With  equal  joy  the  regent  fails  to  meet, 

And  brings  frefh  cates,  his  offerings  to  the  fleet : 

For  of  his  kindred  race  their  line  he  deems, 

That  favage  race  who  rufh'd  from  Cafpia's  flreams, 

And  triumph'd  o'er  the  eaft,  and  Afia  won, 

In  proud  Byzantium  fixt  their  haughty  throne. 

Brave  Vasco  hails  the  chief  with  honeft  fmiles, 

And  gift  for  gift  with  liberal  hand  he  piles. 

His  gifts,  the  boaft  of  Europe's  arts  difclofe, 

And  fparkling  red  the  wine  of  Tagus  flows. 

High  on  the  fhrouds  the  wondering  failors  hung, 

To  note  the  Moorifh  garb,  and  barbarous  tongue : 

Nor  lefs  the  fubtle  Moor,  with  wonder  fired, 

Their  mien,  their  drefs,  and  lordly  fhips  admired : 

Much  he  enquires,  their  king's,  their  country's  name, 

And,  if  from  Turkey's  fertile  fhores  they  came  ? 

What  god  they  worfhipp'd,  what  their  facred  lore, 

What  arms  they  wielded,  and  what  armour  wore  ? 

To  whom  brave  Gam  a  :  Nor  of  Hagar's  blood 

Am  I,  nor  plow  from  Izmacl's  fhores  che  flood ; 

from  Europe's  ftrand  I  trace  the  foamy  way, 

To  find  the  regions  of  the  infant  day. 

The  God  we  worfhip  ftretch'd  yon  heaven's  high  bow, 

And  gave  thefe  fwelling  waves  to  roll  below  j 

The 
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The  hemifpheres  of  night  and  day  he  fpread, 

He  fcoop'd  each  vale,  and  rear'd  each  mountain's  head : 

His  word  produced  the  nations  of  the  earth, 

And  gave  the  fpirits  of  the  Iky  their  birth. 

On  earth,  by  him,  his  holy  lore  was  given, 

On  earth  he  came  to  raife  mankind  to  heaven. 

And  now  behold,  what  moft  your  eyes  defire, 

Our  mining  armour,  and  our  arms  of  lire  j 

For  who  has  once  in  friendly  peace  beheld, 

Will  dread  to  meet  them  on  the  battle-field. 

Straight  as  he  fpoke  the  warlike  ftores  difplay'd 
Their  glorious  fhew,  where,  tire  on  tire  inlaid, 
Appear'd  of  glittering  fteel  the  carabines  j 
There  the  plumed  helms,  and  ponderous  brigandines ; 
O'er  the  broad  bucklers  fculptur'd  orbs  emboft, 
The  crooked  faulchions  dreadful  blades  were  croft : 
Here  clafping  greaves,  and  plated  mail-quilts  ftrong, 
The  long-bows  here,  and  rattling  quivers  hung, 
And  like  a  grove  the  burnifh'd  fpears  were  feen, 
With  darts,  and  halberts  double-edged  between ; 
Here  dread  grenadoes,  and  tremendous  bombs, 
With  deaths  ten  thoufand  lurking  in  their  wombs  j 
And  far  around  of  brown,  and  dufky  red, 
The  pointed  piles  of  iron  balls  were  fpread. 
The  bombadeers,  now  to  the  regent's  view 
The  thundering  mortars  and  the  cannon  drew  -, 
Yet  at  their  leader's  nod,  the  fons  of  flame 
(For  brave  and  generous  ever  are  the  fame) 

Withheld 


2S"  THE     L  US  IAD.  book  i. 

Withheld  their  hands,  nor  gave  the  feeds  of  fire 
To  roufe  the  thunders  of  the  dreadful  tire. 
For  Gama's  foul  difdain'd  the  pride  of  fhew 
"Which  acts  the  lion  o'er  the  trembling  roe. 

Kis  joy  and  wonder  oft  the  Moor  expreft, 
But  rankling  hate  lay  brooding  in  his  bread  j 
With  fmiles  obedient  to  his  will's  control, 
lie  veils  the  purpofe  of  his  treacherous  foul : 
For  pilots,  confcious  of  the  Indian  ftrand, 
Brave  Vasco  fues,  and  bids  the  Moor  command 
What  bounteous  gifts  fhall  recompenfe  their  toils ; — 
The  Moor  prevents  him  with  afTenting  fmiles, 
Refolved  that  deeds  of  death,   not  words  of  air, 
Shall  firft  the  hatred  of  his  foul  declare  : 
Such  fudden  rage  his  rankling  mind  polTeft, 
When  g  Gama's  lips  Meffiah's  name  confeft. 

Oh 

s  When  Gamas  lips  MeJpaVs  name  confejl. — This,  and  of  confequence,  the 
rcafon  of  the  Moor's  hate,  together  with  the  fine  defcription  of  the  ar- 
moury, is  entirely  omitted  by  Caflera.  The  original  is,  the  Moor  con- 
ceived hatred,  "  knowing  they  were  followers  of  the  truth  which  the  fon 
"  of  David  taught."     Thus  rendered  byFanfhaw, 

IC'ioTJing  they  folloiv  that  unerring  light, 
*  The  fon  of  David  holds  out  in  his  book. 

By  this  Solomon  mufl  be  understood,  not  the  Mefliah,  as  meant  by  Ca- 

- 

"  Zacocia  (governor  of  Mozambic)  made  no  doubt  but  our  people  were 
of  fomc  Mohammedan  country. — The  mutual  exchange  of  good  offices  be- 
tween our  people  and  thefe  iflanders  promiftd  a  long  continuance  of  friend- 
ship, but  it  proved  otherwife.  No  fooner  did  Zacocia  underftand  the 
-ers  were  Chrirtians,  than  all  his  kindnefs  was  turned  into  the  mod 
bitter  hatred  ;  he  began  to  meditate  their  ruin,  and  fought  by  every  means 
to  Jeitroy  the  fleet.     Oforius  Sihenfis  Epifc.  de Rebus  Eman.  Regis  Lufit.gcjlh: 
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Oh  depth  of  heaven's  dread  will,  that  rancorous  hate 
On  heaven's  beft  lov'd  in  every  clime  fhould  wait ! 
Now  fmiling  round  on  all  the  wondering  crew, 
The  Moor  attended  by  his  bands  withdrew  : 
His  nimble  barges  foon  approach'd  the  land, 
And  fhouts  of  joy  received  him  on  the  ftrand. 

From  heaven's  high  dome  the  vintage-god  beheld, 
(Whom  h  nine  long  months  his  father's  thigh  conceal'd) 
Well-pleafed  he  mark'd  the  Moor's  determined  hate, 
And  thus  his  mind  revolved  in  felf-debate  : 

Has  heaven,   indeed,    fuch  glorious  lot  ordain'd  ! 
By  Lufus'  race  fuch  conquefts  to  be  gain'd 
O'er  warlike  nations,  and  on  India's  fhore, 
Where  I,  unrival'd,  claim'd  the  palm  before  ! 
I,  fprung  from  Jove !  and  fliall  thefe  wandering  few, 
What  Ammon's  fon  unconquer'd  left,  fubdue  ! 
Ammon's  brave  fon,    who  led  the  god  of  war 
His  flave  auxiliar  at  his  thundering  car  ! 
Muft  thefe  poffefs  what  Jove  to  him  deny'd, 
PofTefs  what  never  footh'd  the  Roman  pride  I 
Muft  thefe  the  victor's   lordly  flag  difplay 
With  hateful  blaze  beneath  the  riling  day, 
My  name  difhonour'd,  and  my  victories  ftain'd, 
O'erturn'd  my  altars,   and  my  fhrines  profan'd ! 

No— 

h  Whom  nine  long  months  his  father 's  thigh  cor.caaVd.— According  to  the 
Arabians,  Bacchus  was  nourished  during  his  infancy  in  a  cave  of  Mount 
Meros,  which  in  Greek  fignities  a  thigh.     Hence  the  fable. 
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No — be  it  mine  to  fan  the  regent's  hate  ; 
Occr.fion  feized  commands  the  action's  fate. 
'Tis  mine — this  captain  now  my  dread  no  more, 
Shall  never  make  his  fpear  on  India's  more. 

So  fpake  the  power,  and  with  the  lightning's  flight 
For  Afric  darted  thro'  the  fields  of  light. 
His  form ;  divine  he  cloath'd  in  human  fhape, 
And  rufh'd  impetuous  o'er  the  rocky  cape : 
In  the  dark  femblance  of  a  Moor  he  came 
For  art  and  old  experience  known  to  fame : 
Him  all  his  peers  with  humble  deference  heard, 
And  all  Mozambic  and  its  prince  rever'd  : 
The  prince  in  hafte  he  fought,  and  thus  expreft 
His  guileful  hate  in  friendly  counfel  dreft : 

And  to  the  regent  of  this  ifle  alone 
Are  thefe  adventurers  and  their  fraud  unknown  ? 
Has  fame  conceal'd  their  rapine  from  his  ear  ? 
Nor  brought  the  groans  of  plunder'd  nations  here  ? 
Yet  ftill  their  hands  the  peaceful  olive  bore 
Whene'er  they  anchor'd  on  a  foreign  more  : 
But  nor  their  feeming,  nor  their  oaths  I  truft, 
For  Afric  knows  them  bloody  and  unjuft. 


*  His  form  divine  he  cloath'd  in  human  fbapa 

AlcEio  torvam  faciem  etfurialia  membra 
Exuit :  in  vultusftfe  transformat  aniles, 
Etf ronton  obfcanum  rugis  arat,  -ViR.  A.N.  7. 


The 
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The  nations  fink  beneath  their  lawlefs  force, 

And  fire  and  blood  have  mark'd  their  deadly  courfe. 

We  too,  unlefs  kind  heaven  and  thou  prevent, 

Muft  fall  the  victims  of  their  dire  intent, 

And,  gafping  in  the  pangs  of  death,  behold 

Our  wives  kd  captive,  and  our  daughters  fold. 

By  ftealth  they  come,  ere  morrow  dawn,  to  bring 

The  healthful  beverage  from  the  living  fpring : 

Arm'd  with  his  troops  the  captain  will  appear  ; 

For  confcious  fraud  is  ever  prone  to  fear. 

To  meet  them  there,  felect  a  trufty  band, 

And  in  clofe  ambufh  take  thy  filent  ftand  j 

There  wait,   and  hidden  on  the  heedlefs  foe 

Rufh,    and  deftroy  them  ere  they  dread  the  blow. 

Or  fay,  fhould  fome  efcape  the  fecret  fnare, 

Saved  by  their  fate,   their  valour,  or  their  care, 

Yet  their  dread  fall  lhall  celebrate  our  ifle, 

If  fate  confent,  and  thou  approve  the  guile. 

Give  then  a  pilot  to  their  wandering  fleet, 

Bold  in  his  art,    and  tutor'd  in  deceit ; 

Whofe  hand  adventurous  fhall  their  helms  mifguide 

To  hoftile  fhores,  or  whelm  them  in  the  tide. 

So  fpoke  the  god,  in  femblance  of  a  fagc 

Renown'd  for  counfel  and  the  craft  of  age. 

Tb<*  prince  with  tranfport  glowing  in  his  face 

Approved,   and  caught  him  in  a  kind  embrace  j 

And  inftant  at  the  word  his  bands  prepare 

Their  bearded  darts  and  iron  fangs  of  war, 

That 
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That  Lufus'  fons  might  purple  with  their  gore 

The  cryftal  fountain  which  they  fought  on  fhore  : 

And  ftill  regardful  of  his  dire  intent, 

A  fkiiful  pilot  to  the  bay  he  fent, 

Of  honeft  mien,  yet  practifed  in  deceit, 

Who  far  at  diftance  on  the  beach  fhould  wait, 

And  to  the  'fcaped,  if  fome  fhould  'fcape  the  fnare, 

Should  offer  friendfhip  and  the  pilot's  care ; 

But  when  at  fea,  on  rocks  fhould  dafh  their  pride, 

And  whelm  their  lofty  vanes  beneath  the  tide. 

Apollo  now  had  left  his  watery  bed, 
And  o'er  the  mountains  of  Arabia  fpread 
His  rays  that  glow'd  with  gold  ;  when  Gam  a  rofe, 
And  from  his  bands  a  trufty  fquadron  chofe  : 
Three  fpeedy  barges  brought  their  cafks  to  fill 
From  gurgling  fountain,  or  the  cryftal  rill : 
Full-arm'd  they  came,  for  brave  defence  prepared, 
For  martial  care  is  ever  on  the  guard  : 
And  fecret  warnings  ever  are  impreft 
On  wifdom,  fuch  as  waked  in  Gama's  breaft. 

And  now,  as  fwiftly  fpringing  o'er  the  tide 
Advanced  the  boats,  a  troop  of  Moors  they  fpy'd  ; 
O'er  the  pale  fands  the  fable  warriors  crowd, 
And  tofs  their  threatening  darts,  and  fhout  aloud. 
Yet  feeming  artlefs,  though  they  dared  the  fight, 
Their  eager  hope  they  placed  in  artful  flight, 


To 
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To  lead  brave  Gama  where  unfeen  by  day 

In  dark-brow'd  fhades  their  filent  ambufh  lay. 

With  fcornful  geftures  o'er  the  beach  they  flride, 

And  pufh  their  levell'd  fpears  with  barbarous  pride ; 

Then  fix  the  arrow  to  the  bended  bow, 

And  ftrike  their  founding  fhields,  and  dare  the  foe. 

With  generous  rage  the  Lufian  race  beheld, 

And  each  brave  breaft  with  indignation  fwell'd, 

To  view  fuch  foes  like  fnarling  dogs  difplay 

Their  threatening  tufks,  and  brave  the  fanguine  fray : 

Together  with  a  bound  they  fpring  to  land, 

Unknown  whofe  ftep  firft  trode  the  hoftile  ftrand. 

Thus k,  when  to  gain  his  beauteous  charmer's  fmile, 

The  youthful  lover  dares  the  bloody  toil, 

Before  the  nodding  bull's  ftern  front  he  ftands, 

He  leaps,  he  wheels,  he  fhouts,  and  waves  his  hands : 

The  lordly  brute  difdains  the  flripling's  rage, 

His  noftrils  fmoke,  and,  eager  to  engage, 

His  horned  brows  he  levels  with  the  ground, 

And  fruits  his  flaming  eyes,  and  wheeling  round 

vol.  1.  D  With 

k  'Thus,  tuhen  to  gain  hit  bcau'.:out  charmer  s  f mile t 

The  youthful  lover  dares  the  biooJy  toil 

This  fimile  is  taken  from  a  favourite  exercife  in  Spain,  where  it  is  ufual 
to  fee  young  gentlemen  of  the  beft  families,  adorned  with  ribbons,  and 
armed  with  a  javelin  or  kind  of  cutlas,  which  the  Spaniards  call  machete,  ap- 
pear the  candidates  of  fame  in  the  lifts  of  the  bull-fight.  Though  Ca- 
moens  in  this  defcription  of  it  has  given  the  victory  to  the  bull,  it  very  fel- 
dom  lb  happens,  the  young  caballtros  being  very  expert  at  this  valorous 
exercife,  and  ambitious  to  difplay  their  dexterity,  which  i.,  a  foie  recom- 
mendation to  the  favour  and  good  opinion  of  the  ladies. 


34  THE     LUSIAD.  hook  i. 

"With  dreadful  bellowing  rufhes  on  the  foe, 
And  lays  the  boaftful  gaudy  champion  low. 
Thus  to  the  fight  the  fons  of  Lufus  fprung, 
Nor  flow  to  fall  their  ample  vengeance  hung : 
With  fudden  roar  the  carabines  refound, 
And  burfting  echoes  from  the  hills  rebound  y 
The  lead  flies  hiffing  through  the  trembling  air, 
And  death's  fell  daemons  through  the  flafhes  glare- 
Where,  up  the  land,  a  grove  of  palms  enclofe, 
And  caft  their  fhadows  where  the  fountain  flows, 
The  lurking  ambufh  from  their  treacherous  ftand 
Beheld  the  combat  burning  on  the  ftrand  : 
They  fee  the  flafh  with  fudden  lightnings  flare, 
And  the  blue  fmoke  flow  rolling  on  the  air : 
They  fee  their  warriors  drop,  and,  ftarting,  hear 
The  lingering  thunders  burfting  on  their  ear. 
Amazed,  appall'd,  the  treacherous  ambufh  fled, 
And  raged  l,  and  cur  ft  their  birth,  and  quaked  with  dread* 
The  bands  that  vaunting  fhew'd  their  threaten'd  might, 
With  (laughter  gored,  precipitate  their  flight  '7 
Yet  oft,  though  trembling,  on  the  foe  they  turn 
Their  eyes,  that  red  with  luft  of  vengeance  burn : 
Aghaft  with  fear  und  ftern  with  defperate  rage 
The  flying  war  with  dreadful  howls  they  wage, 


Flints, 


maldizia 


0  velbo  inert e,  e  a  may,  que  o  Jilbo  cria. 
Thus  tranflated  by  Fanfhaw, 


curjl  their  illluct. 


T,'/  old  de-jil,  and  the  dam  ibat  gave  tbemfuck. 
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Flints  m,  clods,  and  javelins  hurling  as  they  fly, 
As  rage  and  wild  defpair  their  hands  fupply. 
And  foon  difperft,  their  bands  attempt  no  more 
To  guard  the  fountain  or  defend  the  fhore  : 
O'er  the  wide  lawns  no  more  their  troops  appear : 
Nor  fleeps  the  vengeance  of  the  victor  here ; 
To  teach  the  nations  what  tremendous  fate 
From  his  dread  arm  on  perjur'd  vows  fhould  wait, 
He  feized  the  time  to  awe  the  Eaftern  World, 
And  on  the  breach  of  faith  his  thunders  hurl'd. 
From  his  black  fhips  the  fudden  lightnings  blaze, 
And  o'er  old  ocean  flafh  their  dreadful  rays ; 
White  clouds  on  clouds  inroll'd  the  fmoke  afcends, 
The  burfting  tumult  heaven's  wide  concave  rends  : 
The  bays  and  caverns  of  the  winding  ihore 
Repeat  the  cannon's  and  the  mortar's  roar  : 
The  bombs,  far-flaming,  hifs  along  the  Iky 
And  whirring  through  the  air  the  bullets  fly  : 
The  wounded  air  with  hollow  deafened  found, 
Groans  to  the  direful  ftrife,  and  trembles  round. 

D  2  Now 


m  Flints,  cltdi,  and  javelins  Burling  as  tidyjly, 
As  rage,   t&c. 

famquc  faces  et faxa  •volant,  furor  arma  miniflrat.     VjRC.  JEx.  I. 

The  Spanilh  commentator  on  this  place  relates  a  very  extraordinary  in- 
ftance  of  the  furor  arma  miniftrans.  A  Portuguefe  foldier,  at  the  fiege  of 
Diu  in  the  Indies,  being  furrounded  by  the  enemy,  and  having  no  ball  to 
charge  his  mufket,  pulled  out  one  of  his  teeth,  and  with  it  fupplied  the 
place  of  a  bullet. 
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Now  from  the  Moorifli  town  the  meets  of  fire, 
Wide  blaze  fucceeding  blaze,  to  heaven  afpire. 
Black  rife  the  clouds  of  fmoke,  and  by  the  gales 
Borne  down,  in  ftreams  hang  hovering  o'er  the  vales  5 
And  fiowly  floating  round  the  niountain's  head 
Their  pitchy  mantle  o'er  the  landfcape  fpread. 
Unnumber'd  fea-fowl  rifing  from  the  fhore, 
Beat  round  in  whirls  at  every  cannon's  roar : 
Where  o'er  the  fmoke  the  mafts  tall  heads  appear, 
Hovering  they  fcream,  then  dart  with  hidden  fear ; 
On  trembling  wings  far  round  and  round  they  fly, 
And  fill  with  difmal  clang  their  native  fky. 
Thus  fled  in  rout  confus'd  the  treacherous  Moors 
From  field  to  field,  then,  haft'ning  to  the  fhores, 
Some  truft  in  boats  their  wealth  and  lives  to  fave, 
And  wild  with  dread  they  plunge  into  the  wave  ; 
Some  fpread  their  arms  to  fwim,  and  fome  beneath 
The  whelming  billows,  ftruggling,  pant  for  breath, 
Then  whirl'd  aloft  their  noftrils  fpout  the  brine ; 
While  fhowering  ftill  from  many  a  carabine 
The  leaden  hail  their  fails  and  veffels  tore, 
Till  ftruggling  hard  they  reach'd  the  neighb'ring  fhore : 

Due  vengeance  thus  their  perfidy  repaid, 

And  Gama's  terrors  to  the  eaft  difplay'd. 

Imbrown'd  with  dud  a  beaten  pathway  fhews 
Where  'midft  umbrageous  palms  the  fountain  flows ; 

From 
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From  thence  at  will  they  bear  the  liquid  health  ; 
And  now  fole  mafters  of  the  ifland's  wealth, 
With  coftly  fpoils  and  eaftern  robes  adorn'd, 
The  joyful  victors  to  the  fleet  return'd. 

With  hell's  keen  fires,  ftill  for  revenge  athirft, 
The  regent  burns,  and  weens,  by  fraud  accurft, 
To  ftrike  a  furer,  yet  a  fecret  blow, 
And  in  one  general  death  to  whelm  the  foe. 
The  promifed  pilot  to  the  fleet  he  fends, 
And  deep  repentance  for  his  crime  pretends. 
Sincere  the  herald  feems,  and  while  he  fpeaks, 
The  winning  tears  fteal  down  his  hoary  cheeks. 
Brave  Gam  a,  touch'd  with  generous  woe,  believes, 
And  from  his  hand  the  pilot's  hand  receives  : 
A  dreadful  gift !   inftructed  to  decoy, 
In  gulphs  to  whelm  them,  or  on  rocks  deftroy. 

The  valiant  chief,  impatient  of  delay, 
For  India  now  refumes  the  watery  way  ; 
Bids  weigh  the  anchor  and  unfurl  the  fail, 
Spread  full  the  canvafs  to  the  riling  gale. 
He  fpoke  5  and  proudly  o'er  the  foaming  tide, 
Borne  on  the  wind,  the  full-wing'd  veflels  ride  ; 
While  as  they  rode  before  the  bounding  prows 
The  lovely  forms  of  fea-born  nymphs  arofe. 
The  while  brave  Vasco's  unfufpedting  mind 
Yet  fear'd  not  ought  the  crafty  Moor  defign'd : 


Much 
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Much  of  the  coaft  he  afks,  and  much  demands 

Of  Afric's  fhores  and  India's  fpicy  lands. 

The  crafty  Moor,  by  vengeful  Bacchus  taught, 

Employ'd  on  deadly  guile  his  baneful  thought ; 

In  his  dark  mind  he  planned,  on  Gama's  head 

Full  to  revenge  Mozambic  and  the  dead. 

Yet  all  the  chief  demanded  he  reveal'd, 

Nor  ought  of  truth,  that  truth  he  knew,  conceal'd : 

For  thus  he  ween'd  to  gain  his  eafy  faith, 

And  gain'd,  betray  to  flavery  or  to  death. 

And  now  fecurely  trufting  to  deftroy, 

As  erft  falfe  Sinon  fnared  the  fons  of  Troy, 

Behold,  difclcfing  from  the  Iky,  he  cries, 

Far  to  the  north,  yon  cloud-like  ifle  arife  ; 

From  ancient  times  the  natives  of  the  fhore 

The  blood-ftain'd  image  on  the  crofs  adore. 

Swift  at  the  word,  the  joyful  Gam  a  cry'd, 

For  that  fair  ifland  turn  the  helm  alide, 

O  bring  my  vcfTels  where  the  Chriftians  dwell, 

And  thy  glad  lips  my  gratitude  fliall  tell : 

With  fullen  joy  the  treacherous  Moor  comply'd, 

And  for  that  ifland  turn'd  the  helm  afide. 

For  well  Quiloa's  fwarthy  race  he  knew, 

Their  laws  and  faith  to  Hagar's  offspring  true  j 

Their  ftrength  in  war,  through  all  the  nations  round, 

Above  Mozambic  and  her  powers  renown'd  ; 

He  knew  what  hate  the  Chriftian  name  they  bore, 

And  hoped  that  hate  on  Vasco's  bands  to  pour. 

Right 
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Right  to  the  land  the  faithlefs  pilot  fleers, 
Right  to  the  land  the  glad  armada  bears ; 
But  heavenly  love's  fair  queen  n,  whofe  watchful  care 
Had  ever  been  their  guide,  beheld  the  fnare. 
A  fudden  ftorm  fhe  rais'd :  Loud  howl'd  the  blaft, 
The  yard-arms  rattled,  and  each  groaning  maft 
Bended  beneath  the  weight.     Deep  funk  the  prows, 
And  creaking  ropes  the  creaking  ropes  oppofe  j 
In  vain  the  pilot  would  the  fpeed  reftrain  j 
The  captain  fliouts,  the  failors  toil  in  vain  j 
Aflope  and  gliding  on  the  leeward  fide 
The  bounding  vefTels  cut  the  roaring  tide  : 
Soon  far  they  paft ;  and  now  the  flacken'd  fail 
Trembles  and  bellies  to  the  gentle  gale : 

Till 

n  But  heavenly  love's  fair  queen.— When  Gama  arrived  in  the  eaft,  the 
Moors  were  the  only  people  who  engrolTed  the  trade  of  thofe  parts.  Jea- 
lous of  fuch  formidable  rivals  as  the  Portuguefe,  they  employed  every  ar- 
tifice to  accomplilh  the  defl:ru<ftion  of  Gama's  fleet,  for  they  forefaw  the 
confequences  of  his  return  to  Portugal.  As  the  Moors  were  acquainted 
with  thofe  feas  and  fpoke  the  Arabic  language,  Gama  was  obliged  to  em- 
ploy them  both  as  pilots  and  interpreters.  The  circumftance  now  men- 
tioned by  Camoens  is  an  hiflorical  truth.  The  Moorifh  pilot,  fays  De 
Barros,  intended  to  conduct  the  Portuguefe  into  Quiloa,  telling  them  that 
place  was  inhabited  by  ChrifHans ;  but  a  fudden  frorm  arifing,  drove  the 
fleet  from  that  fhore,  where  death  or  flavery  would  have  been  the  certain 
fate  of  Gama  and  his  companions.  The  villany  of  the  pilot  was  after- 
wards difcovered.  As  Gama  was  endeavouring  to  enter  the  port  of  Mom- 
baze,  his  fhip  ftruck  on  a  fand  bank,  and  finding  their  purpofe  of  bringing 
him  into  the  harbour  defeated,  two  of  the  Moorifh  pilots  leaped  into  the 
fea  and  fwam  afhore.  Akrmed  at  this  tacit  acknowledgment  of  guilt, 
Gama  ordered  two  other  Moorifh  pilots  who  remained  on  board  to  be  exa- 
mined by  whipping,  who,  after  fome  time,  made  a  full  confeffion  of  their 
intended  villany.  This  difcovery  greatly  encouraged  Gama  and  his  men, 
who  now  interpreted  the  fudden  ftorm  which  had  driven  them  from  Quiloa, 
as  a  miraculous  interpofition  of  the  Divine  Providence  in  their  favour. 
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Till  many  a  league  before  the  tempeft  toft 

The  treacherous  pilot  fees  his  purpofe  croft : 

Yet  vengeful  ftill,  and  ftill  intent  on  guile, 

Behold,  he  cries,  yon  dim  emerging  ifle  : 

There  live  the  votaries  of  Meffiah's  lore 

In  faithful  peace  and  friendship  with  the  Moor. 

Yet  all  was  falfe,  for  there  Meffiah's  name, 

Reviled  and  fcorn'd,  was  only  known  by  fame. 

The  groveling  natives  there,  a  brutal  herd, 

The  fenfual  lore  of  Hagar's  fon  preferred. 

With  joy  brave  Gam  a  hears  the  artful  tale, 

Bears  to  the  harbour,  and  bids  furl  the  fail. 

Yet  watchful  ftill  fair  love's  celeftial  queen 

Prevents  the  danger  with  a  hand  unfeen  j 

Nor  paft  the  bar  his  vent'rous  veflels  guides : 

And  fafe  at  anchor  in  the  road  he  ridea. 

Between  the  ifle  and  Ethiopia's  land 
A  narrow  current  laves  each  adverfe  flrand  ; 
Clofe  by  the  margin  where  the  green  tide  flows, 
Full  to  the  bay  a  lordly  city  rofe : 
With  fervid  blaze  the  glowing  evening  pours 
Its  purple  fplendors  o'er  the  lofty  towers  ; 
The  lofty  towers  with  milder  luftre  gleam, 
And  gently  tremble  in  the  glafiy  ftream. 
Here  reign'd  an  hoary  king  of  ancient  fame  j 
Mombaze  the  town,  Mombaze  the  ifland's  name. 


As 
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As  when  the  pilgrim,  who  with  weary  pace 
Through  lonely  wafles  untrod  by  human  race, 
For  many  a  day  difconfolate  has  ftray'd, 
The  turf  his  bed,  the  wild-wood  boughs  his  fhade, 
O'erjoy'd  beholds  the  cheerful  feats  of  men 
In  grateful  profpect  rifing  on  his  ken  : 
So  Gam  a  joy'd,  who  many  a  dreary  day 
Had  trac'd  the  vaft,  the  lonefome  watery  way, 
Had  feen  new  ftars,  unknown  to  Europe,  rife, 
And  brav'd  the  horrors  of  the  polar  Ikies  : 
So  joy'd  his  bounding  heart,  when  proudly  rear'd, 
The  fplendid  city  o'er  the  wave  appear'd, 
Where  heaven's  own  lore,  he  trufted,  was  obcy'd, 
And  holy  faith  her  facred  rites  difplay'd. 
And  now  fwift  crowding  through  the  horned  bay 
The  Moorifh  barges  wing'd  their  foamy  way  : 
To  Gama's  fleet  with  friendly  fmiles  they  bore 
The  choiceft  products  of  their  cultur'd  fhore. 
But  there  fell  rancour  veil'd  its  ferpent-head, 
Though  feftive  rofes  o'er  the  gifts  were  fpread. 
For  Bacchus  veil'd,  in  human  fhape,  was  here, 
And  pour'd  his  counfel  in  the  fovereign's  car. 

O  piteous  lot  of  man's  uncertain  ftate  ! 
What  woes  on  life's  unhappy  journey  wait ! 
When  joyful  hope  would  grafp  its  fond  defirc, 
The  long-fought  tranfports  in  the  grafp  expire. 

By 
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By  fea  what  treacherous  calms,  what  rufhing  ftorms, 
And  death  attendant  in  a  thoufand  forms  ! 
By  land  what  ftrife,  what  plots  of  fecret  guile, 
How  many  a  wound  from  many  a  treacherous  fmile  ! 
O  where  fhall  man  efcape  his  numerous  foes, 
And  reft  his  weary  head  in  fafe  repofe ! 


£ND  OF  THE  FIRST  BOOK.- 


THE 
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BOOK    II. 


JL  HE  fervent  luftre  of  the  evening  ray 
Behind  the  weftern  hills  now  died  away, 
And  night  afcending  from  the  dim-browed  eaft, 
The  twilight  gloom  with  deeper  fhades  increas'd  ; 
When  Gam  a  heard  the  creaking  of  the  oar, 
And  mark'd  the  white  waves  lengthening  from  the  fhore. 
In  many  a  fkiff  the  eager  natives  came, 
Their  femblance  friendfhip,  but  deceit  their  aim. 
And  now  by  Gama's  anchor'd  fhips  they  ride, 
And,  Hail !  illuftrious  chief,  their  leader  cried, 
Your  fame  already  thefe  our  regions  own, 
How  your  bold  prows  from  worlds  to  us  unknown 

Have 
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Have  braved  the  horrors  of  the  fouthern  main, 

Where  ftorms  and  darknefs  hold  their  endlefs  reign, 

Whofe  whelmy  waves  our  weftward  prows  have  barr'd 

From  olueft  times,  and  ne'er  before  were  dar'd 

By  boldeft  leader :  Earneft  to  behold 

The  wondrous  hero  of  a  toil  fo  bold, 

To  you  the  fovereign  of  thefe  iflands  fends 

The  holy  vows  of  peace,  and  hails  you  friends. 

If  friendfhip  you  accept,  whate'er  kind  heaven 

In  various  bounty  to  thefe  fhores  has  given, 

Whate'er  your  wants,  your  wants  fhall  here  fupply, 

And  fafe  in  port  your  gallant  fleet  fhall  lie ; 

Safe  from  the  dangers  of  the  faithlefs  tide, 

And  hidden  burfting  ftorms,  by  you  untry'd  ; 

Yours  every  bounty  of  the  fertile  fhore, 

Till  balmy  reft  your  wearied  ftrength  reftore. 

Or  if  your  toils  and  ardent  hopes  demand 

The  various  treafures  of  the  Indian  frrand, 

The  fragrant  cinnamon,  the  glowing  clove, 

And  all  the  riches  of  the  fpicy  grove  ; 

Or  drugs  of  power  the  fever's  rage  to  bound, 

And  give  foft  languor  to  the  fmarting  wound  ; 

Or  if  the  fplendor  of  the  diamond's  rays, 

The  fapphire's  azure,  or  the  ruby's  blaze, 

Invite  your  fails  to  fearch  the  eaftern  world, 

Here  may  thefe  fails  in  happy  hour  be  furl'd  : 

For  here  the  fplendid  treafures  of  the  mine, 

And  richeft  offspring  of  the  field,  combine 

To 
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To  give  each  boon  that  human  want  requires, 

And  every  gem  that  lofty  pride  defires  : 

Then  here,  a  potent  king  your  generous  friend, 

Here  let  your  per'lous  toils  and  wandering  fearchcs  end. 

He  faid  :  Brave  Gam  a  (miles  with  heart  fincere, 
And  prays  the  herald  to  the  king  to  bear 
The  thanks  of  grateful  joy :  But  now,  he  cries, 
The  blackening  evening  veils  the  coaft  and  fkies, 
And  through  thefe  rocks  unknown  forbids  to  freer ; 
Yet  when  the  ftreaks  of  milky  dawn  appear 
Edging  the  eaftern  wave  with  filver  hore, 
My  ready  prows  fhall  gladly  point  to  fhore ; 
Allured  of  friendfhip,  and  a  kind  retreat, 
Allured  and  proffer'd  by  a  king  fo  great. 
Yet  mindful  ftill  of  what  his  a  hopes  had  cheer'd, 
That  here  his  nation's  holy  fhrines  were  rear'd, 

He 


*  What  bis  hopes  bad  cheer  d. — After  Gama  had  been  driven   from 

Quiloa  by  a  fudden  florin,  the  ailiirances  of  the  Aiozambic  pilot  that  the 
city  was  chiefly  inhabited  by  Chriftians,  ltrongly  inclined  him  to  enter  the 
harbour  of  Mombaze;  "  Nee  ullum  locum  (fays  Oibrius)  magis  opportu- 
num  curandis  atque  reficiendis  agrotis  pofle  reperhi.  jam  eo  tempore  bona 
pars  eorum,  qui  cum  Gama  confeenderant,  variis  rnorbis  conlumpta  fueiat, 
et  qui  evaferant,  erant  gravi  invaletudine  dtbilitati  .  .  .  Tcllus  abun- 
dat  fruclibus  et  oleribus,  et  frugibns,  et  pecorum  tt  armentorum  gregibus, 
et  aquis  dulcibus.  Utitur  prxterea  mira  cajli  temperie.  Homines  vivunt 
admodum  laute,  et  domos  more  nofiro  a.dincant. — MiCt  rex  nuncios,  qui 
Gamam  nomine  illius  falutarent.  .  .  .  Aiunt  deinde  regionem  illain 
elfe  opulenti(Timam,earumque  rerum  omnium  plenifCmam,  Cjiiatum  gratia 
inulti  in  Indiam  navigabant.  Regtm  adeo  elic  in  illos  volnntate  propeo- 
fum  ut  nihil  efTet  tam  difficile,  quod  norj  ft  contra  gratia  fafhirum  pi 
retur."     Ofor. 
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He  afks,  if  certain  as  the  pilot  told, 

Meffiah's  lore  had  flourifhed  there  of  old, 

And  flourifhed  ftill  ?  The  herald  mark'd  with  joy 

The  pious  wifh,  and  watchful  to  decoy, 

Meffiah  here,  he  cries,  has  altars  mofe 

Than  all  the  various  fhrines  of  other  lore. 

O'erjoyed  brave  Vasco  heard  the  pleafing  tale, 

Yet  fear'd  that  fraud  its  viper-fting  might  veil 

Beneath  the  glitter  of  a  fhew  fo  fair  ; 

He  half  believes  the  tale,  and  arms  againft  the  mare* 

Withb  Gam  a  fail'd  a  bold  advent'rous  band, 
Whofe  headlong  rage  had  urgM  the  guilty  hand : 
Stern  juftice  for  their  crimes  had  afk'd  their  blood, 
And  pale  in  chains  condemn'd  to  death  they  flood ; 
But  fav'd  by  Gam  a  from  the  fhameful  death, 
The  b  bread  of  peace  had  feal'd  their  plighted  faith, 

The 


bErant  enim  in  ea  ciafTe  decern  homines  capite  damnati,  qnibus  fuerat 
ca  lege  vita  concefla,  ut  quibuicunque  in  locis  a  Gama  relitti  fuiflent,  regio- 
nes  luftrarent,  hominumque  mores  et  inftituta  cognofccrent.     Ofor, 

During  the  reign  of  Emmanuel,  arid  his  predecefTor  John  II.  few  crimi- 
nals were  executed  in  Portugal.  Thefe  great  and  political  princes  employed 
the  lives  which  were  forfeited  to  the  public,  in  the  moil  dangerous  under- 
takings of  public  utility.  In  their  foreign  expeditions  the  condemned  cri- 
minals were  fent  upon  the  moft  hazardous  emergencies.  If  death  was 
their  fate,  it  was  the  punilhment  they  had  merited  :  if  fuccefsful  in  what 
was  required,  their  crimes  were  expiated;  and  often,  as  in  the  voyage  of 
Gama,  they  rendered  their  country  the  greateft  atonement  for  their  guilt, 
which  men  in  their  circumftances  could  pofTibly  make.  Befides  the  merit 
of  thus  rendering  forfeited  lives  of  fervice  to  the  community,  the  Portu- 
guefe  monarchs  have  the  honour  of  carrying  this  idea  ftill  farther.     They 

were 
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The  defolate  coaft,  when  ordered,  to  explore, 
And  dare  each  danger  of  the  hoftile  more : 
From  this  bold  band  he  chofe  the  fubtleft  two, 
The  port,  the  city,  and  its  ftrength  to  view, 
To  mark  if  fraud  its  fecret  head  betrayed, 
Or  if  the  rites  of  heaven  were  there  difplayed. 
With  coftly  gifts,  as  of  their  truth  fecure, 
The  pledge  that  Gam  a  deem'd  their  faith  was  pure5 
Thefe  two  his  heralds  to  the  king  he  fends  : 
The  faithlefs  Moors  depart  as  fmiling  friends. 
Now  thro'  the  wave  they  cut  their  foamy  way, 
Their  chearful  fongs  refounding  through  the  bay : 
And  now  on  fhore  the  wondering  natives  greet, 
And  fondly  hail  the  ftrangers  from  the  fleet. 
The  prince  their  gifts  with  friendly  vows  receives, 
And  joyful  welcome  to  the  Lufians  gives  ; 
Where'er  they  pafs,  the  joyful  tumult  bends, 
And  through  the  town  the  glad  applaufe  attends. 
But  he  whofe  cheeks  with  youth  immortal  Ihone, 
The  god  whofe  wondrous  birth  two  mothers  own, 

Whofe 

were  the  firfr.  who  devifed  that  moil  political  of  all  punifhir.ents,  tranfpor- 
tation  to  foreign  fettlements.  India  and  the  Brazils  received  their  crimi- 
nals; many  of  whom  became  afterwards  ufeful  members  to  fociety.  Wh<  :i 
the  fubjeft  thus  obtrudes  the  occafion,  a  lhort  digreiTion,  it  is  hoped,  will 
be  pardoned.  While  every  feeling  breaft  mud  be  pleafed  with  the  wifdom 
and  humanity  of  the  Portuguese  monarchs,  indignation  and  regret  mult 
rife  on  the  view  of  the  prefect  (late  of  the  penal  laws  of  England.  What 
multitudes  every  year,  in  the  prime  of  their  life,  end  their  days  by  the 
hand  of  the  executioner  !  That  the  legiflature  might  devife  means  to  make 
the  greatefl  part  of  thefe  lives  ufeful  to  fociety,  is  a  fact,  which  furely  can- 
not be  difputed ; — though  perhaps  the  remedy  of  an  evil  fo  (hocking  to 
humanity,  may  be  at  Coxae  diftance. 
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Whofe  rage  had  ftill  the  wandering  fleet  annoyed, 

Now  in  the  town  his  guileful  rage  employed. 

A  Chriftian  prieft  he  feem'd  j  a  fumptuous  c  fhrine 

He  rear'd,  and  tended  with  the  rites  divine : 

O'er  the  fair  altar  waved  the  crofs  on  high, 

Upheld  by  angels  leaning  from  the  Iky  ; 

Defcending  o'er  the  Virgin's  facred  head 

So  white,  lo  pure,  the  holy  fpirit  fpread 

The  dove-like  pictured  wings,  fo  pure,  fo  white ; 

And,  hovering  o'er  the  chofen  twelve,  alight 

The  tongues  of  hallowed  fire.     Amazed,  oppreft, 

With  facred  awe  their  troubled  looks  confefh 

The  infpiring  godhead,  and  the  prophet's  glow, 

Which  gave  each  language  from  their  lips  to  flow. 

Where  thus  the  guileful  power  his  magic  wrought, 

De  Gama's  heralds  by  the  guides  are  brought : 

On  bended  knees  low  to  the  earth  they  fall, 

And  to  the  Lord  of  heaven  in  tranfport  call ; 

While  the  feign'd  prieft  awakes  the  cenfer's  fire, 

And  clouds  of  incenfe  round  the  fhrine  afpire. 

With  cheerful  welcome  here,  carefs'd,  they  flay, 

Till  bright  Aurora,  mefTenger  of  day, 

Walk'd 


c  On  it,  the  piclure  of  that  Jhape  he  placd, 
In  which  the  holy  fpirit  did  alight, 
''The  piSlurc  of  the  dove,  fo  ivhite,  fo  chafe, 
On  the  bltjl  Virgin 's  head,  fo  chafe,  fo  -white. 

In  thefe  lines,  the  belt  of  all  Fanthaw,  the  happy  repetition,  "  fo  chafe, 
fo  white,"  is  a  beauty  which,  though  not  contained  in  the  original,  the 
prefenttranflator  was  unwilling  to  lofe. 
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Walk'd  forth  ;  and  now  the  fun's  refplendent  rays, 

Yet  half  emerging  o'er  the  waters,  blaze, 

When  to  the  fleet  the  Moorifh  oars  again 

Dafh  the  curl'd  waves,  and  waft  the  guileful  train : 

The  lofty  decks  they  mount.     With  joy  elate, 

Their  friendly  welcome  at  the  palace-gate, 

The  king's  fincerity,  the  people's  care, 

And  treafures  of  the  coaft  the  fpies  declare : 

Nor  paft  untold  what  moft  their  joys  infpired, 

What  moft  to  hear  the  valiant  chief  defired, 

That  their  glad  eyes  had  feen  the  rites  divine, 

Their  country's  worfhip,  and  the  facred  fhrine. 

The  pleafing  tale  the  joyful  Gam  a  hears ; 

Dark  fraud  no  more  his  generous  bofom  fears : 

As  friends  fincere,  himfelf  fincere,  he  gives 

The  hand  of  welcome,  and  the  Moors  receives. 

And  now,  as  confcious  of  the  deftin'd  prey, 

The  faithlefs  race,  with  fmiles  and  geftures  gav, 

Their  fkiffs  forfaking,  Gama's  fhips  afcend, 

And  deep  to  ftrike  the  treacherous  blow  attend. 

On  fhore  the  truthlefs  monarch  arms  his  bands, 

And  for  the  fleet's  approach  impatient  ftands : 

That  foon  as  anchor'd  in  the  port  they  roJc 

Brave  Gama's  decks  might  reek  with  Lufian  blood  : 

Thus  weening  to  revenge  Mozambic's  fate, 

And  give  full  furfeit  to  the  Moorifh  hate  ; 

And  now,  their  bowfprits  bending  to  the  bay, 

The  joyful  crew  the  ponderous  anchors  weigh, 

vol.  1.  E  Their 
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Their  fhouts  the  while  refounding.     To  the  gale 

With  eager  hands  they  fpread  the  fore-maft  fail. 

But  love's  fair  queen  the  fecret  fraud  beheld  : 

Swift  as  an  arrow  o'er  the  battle-field, 

From  heaven  fhe  darted  to  the  watery  plain,. 

And  called  the  fea-born  nymphs,  a  lovely  train, 

From  Nereus  fprung ;  the  ready  nymphs  obey, 

Proud  e  of  her  kindred  birth,  and  own  her  fway. 

She^ 

e  Proud  of  her  kindred  birth. — The  French  tranflatot  has  the  following 
note  on  this  place,  "  Cet  endroit  eji  Vim  de  ceux  qui  montrent  combien  I'Auteur  ejl 
"  habile  dans  la  ?nytholcgie,  et  en  mime  terns  combien  de  penetration  fin  allegorie  de- 
"  mande.     II  y  a  bieu  feu  de  gens,  qui  en  lifant  ici,  &C.  This  is  one  of  the 

"  places  which  difcover  our  author's  intimate  acquaintance  with  mythology, 
"  and  at  the  fame  time  how  much  attention  his  allegory  requires.  Many 
"  readers,  on  finding  that  the  proteclrefs  of  the  Lufians  fprung  from  the 
"  fea,  would  be  apt  to  exclaim,  Behold,  the  birth  of  the  terreftrial  Venus  ! 
"  How  can  a  nativity  fo  difgraceful  be  afcribed  to  the  celeftial  Venus,  who 
"  reprefents  religion  ?  1  anfwer,  that  Camoens  had  not  his  eye  on  thofe 
"  fables,  which  derive  the  birth  of  Venus  from  the  foam  of  the  waves, 
"  mixed  with  the  blood  which  flowed  from  the  diftionefl;  wound  of  Saturn ; 
"  he  carries  his  views  higher;  his  Venus  is  from  a  fable  more. noble.  Ni- 
"  gidius  relates,  that  two  filhes  one  day  conveyed  an  egg  to  the  fea  fhore : 
"  This  egg  was  hatched  by  two  pigeons  whiter  than  fnow,  and  gave  birth 
*'  to  the  AfTyrian  Venus,  which,  in  the  Pagan  theology,  is  the  fame  with 
"  the  celeflial :  She  inftrixfted  mankind  in  religion,  gave  them  the  leflons 
**  of  virtue  and  the  laws  of  equity.  Jupiter,  in  reward  of  her  labours,  pro- 
"  miled  to  grant  her  whatever  (he  defired.  She  prayed  him  to  give  immor- 
"  tality  to  the  two  fiflies,  who  had  been  inflrumental  in  her  birth,  and  the 

"  fiflies  were  accordingly  placed  in  the  zodiac This  fable 

«  agrees  perfectly  with  religion,  as  I  could  clearly  (hew  ;  but  I  think  it  more 
"  proper  to  leave  to  the  ingenious  reader  the  pleafure  of  tracing  the  alle- 
"  gory."  Thus  Cajiera. — Befides  the  above,  mythology  gives  two  other 
accounts  of  the  origin  of  the  fign  Pifces.  When  Venus  and  Cupid  fled 
from  the  rage  of  Typhon,  they  were  faved  by  two  fifties,  who  carried  them 
over  the  river  Euphrates.  The  fiflies,  in  return,  were  placed  in  the  zodiac. 
Another  fable  fays,  that  that  favour  was  obtained  by  Neptune  for  the  two 
dolphins,  who  firft  brought  him  his  beloved  Amphitrite.    This  variety  in 

the 
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She  tells  what  ruin  threats  her  fav'rite  race  ; 

Unwonted  ardour  glows  on  every  face  ; 

With  keen  rapidity  they  bound  away, 

Dafh'd  by  their  filver  limbs,  the  billows  grey 

Foam  round  :  Fair  Doto,  fir'd  with  rage  divine, 

Darts  through  the  wave ;  and  onward  o'er  the  brine 

The  f  lovely  Nyfe  and  Nerine  fpring 

With  all  the  vehemence  and  the  fpeed  of  wing. 

E  2  The 

the  Pagan  mythology  is,  at  lead,  a  proof  that  the  allegory  of  a  poet  ought 
not,  without  full  examination,  to  be  condemned  on  the  appearance  of  in- 
confiftency. 

1  JDott,  Nyfe,  and  Nerine. — Cloto,  or  Clotho,  as  Caftera  obferves,  has  by 
fome  error  crept  into  almoft  all  the  Portuguefe  editions  of  the  Lufiad. 
Clotho  was  one  of  the  fates,  and  neither  Hefiod,  Homer,  nor  Virgil  have 
given  fuch  a  name  to  any  of  the  Nereides ;  but  in  the  ninth  iEneid  Doto 
is  mentioned, 

— ^— — —  Magnique  jubebo 
JEquoris  ejfe  Deas,  qualis  Nere'ia  Doto 
Et  Galatea  fecat  fpumantem  feclore  pontum. 
The  Nereides,  in  the  Lufiad,  fays  Caftera,  are  the  virtues  divine  and  hu- 
man.    In  the  firft  book  they  accompany  the  Portuguefe  fleet ; 

-^^—  before  the  bounding  prozvs 

The  lovely  forms  of  fa-born  nymphs  arofe. 

"  And  without  doubt,  fays  he,  this  allegory,  in  a  lively  manner,  reprefents 
the  condition  of  mankind.  The  virtues  languilh  in  repofe  ;  adverfities  ani- 
mate and  awake  them.  The  fleet  failing  before  a  favourable  wind  is  foU 
lowed  by  the  Nereides,  but  the  Nereides  are  fcattered  about  in  the  fea. 
When  danger  becomes  imminent,  Venus,  or  religion,  aflembks  them  to  its 
fafety."  That  this  manner  of  allegory  is  in  the  true  fpirit  of  Homer,  fee 
the  note  on  the  allegorical  machinery  of  that  great  father  of  poetry,  near 
the  end  of  the  fixth  Lufiad.  The  following,  from  Caftera,  is  indeed  highly 
pedantic.  "  Doto,  continues  he,  is  derived  from  the  verb  AiJ^at,  /  give. 
"  According  to  this  etymology,  Doto  is  charity,  Nyfe  is  hope,  and  Nerine 
"  faith.  For  the  name  Nyfe  comes  from  Nia,  I fwim.  For  the  adtion  of 
"  hope  agrees  with  that  of  fwimming,  and  is  the  fymbol  of  it.  Nerine  is 
"  a  term  compofed  of  vV'Sj  an  °^  word,  which  fignifies  /it-  waters  oftt 

"  anU 
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The  curving  billows  to  their  breafts  divide, 

And  give  a  yielding  paflage  through  the  tide. 

With  furious  fpeed  the  goddefs  rufh'd  before  ^ 

Her  beauteous  form  a  joyful  triton  bore, 

Whofe  eager  face,  with  glowing  rapture  fired, 

Betray'd  the  pride  which  fuch  a  talk  infpired. 

And  now  arriv'd,  where  to  the  whittling  wind 

The  warlike  navy's  bending  mafts  reclin'd, 

As  through  the  billows  rufh'd  the  fpeedy  prows, 

The  nymphs,  dividing,  each  her  ftation  chofe. 

Againft  the  leader's  prow,  her  lovely  bread 

With  more  than  mortal  force  the  goddefs  preft  j 

The  fliip  recoiling  trembles  on  the  tide, 

The  nymphs  in  help  pour  round  on  every  fide, 

From  the  dread  bar  the  threaten'd  keels  to  fave ; 

The  fhip  bounds  up,  half-lifted  from  the  wave, 

And,  trembling,  hovers  o'er  the  watery  grave. 

As  when  alarm'd,  to  fave  the  hoarded  grain, 

The  care-earned  ftore  for  winter's  dreary  reign, 

So  toil,  fo  tug,  fo  pant,  the  labouring  emmet  train. 

So  toil'd  the  nymphs,  and  ftrain'd  their  panting  force 

To  turn  z  the  navy  from  its  fatal  courfe  : 

Back, 

"  and  of  p»'m,  a  file ;  as  if  one  fliould  fay,  the  file  of  the  fea  waters,  a  myfte- 
"  rious  expreffion,  applicable  to  faith,  which  is  the  file  of  our  foul,  and 
"  which  is  rendered  perfect  by  the  water  of  baptifm."  Our  French  para- 
phriit  wifely  adds,  that  perhaps  fome  perfons  may  dcfpife  this  etymology, 
but  that  for  his  part,  he  is  unwilling  to  reject  it,  as  it  tends  to  unravel  the 
allegory  of  his  author, 
t  Imitated  from  Virgil, 

Cymothoe '  ftmul,  et  Triton  adnixus  acuto 

Delrudunl  naves fiopulo.  <      ■     Virg.  JEx.  I. 


1 
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Back,  back  the  fhip  recedes ;  in  vain  the  crew 
With  fhouts  on  fhouts  their  various  toils  renew  ; 
In  vain  each  nerve,  each  nautic  art  they  drain, 
And  the  rough  wind  diftends  the  fail  in  vain : 
Enraged,  the  failors  fee  their  labours  croft ; 
From  fide  to  fide  the  reeling  helm  is  toft ; 
High  on  the  poop  the  fkilful  mafter  ftands ; 

Sudden  he  fhrieks  aloud,  and  fpreads  his  hands 

A  lurking  rock  its  dreadful  rifts  betrays, 
And  right  before  the  prow  its  ridge  difplays  ; 
Loud  fhrieks  of  horror  from  the  yard-arms  rife, 
And  a  dire  general  yell  invades  the  fkies. 
The  Moors  ftart,  fear-ftruck,  at  the  horrid  found, 
As  if  the  rage  of  combat  roar'd  around. 
Pale  are  their  lips,  each  look  in  wild  amaze 
The  horror  of  detected  guilt  betrays. 
Pierc'd  by  the  glance  of  Gama's  awful  eyes 
The  confcious  pilot  quits  the  helm  and  flies, 
From  the  high  deck  he  plunges  in  the  brine  *, 
His  mates  their  fafety  to  the  waves  confign ; 
Dafh'd  by  their  plunging  falls  on  every  fide 
Foams  and  boils  up  around  the  rolling  tide. 
Thus  h  the  hoarfe  tenants  of  the  fylvan  lake, 

A  Lycian  race  of  old,  to  flight  betake  ; 

At 

h  Thus  the  hoarfe  tenants. — Latona,  fays  the  fable,  flying  from  the  ferpent 
Python,  and  faint  with  thirft,  came  to  a  pond,  where  fome  Lycian  peafants 
were  cutting  the  bulrufhes.  In  revenge  of  the  inlults  which  they  offered 
her  in  preventing  her  to  drink,  fhe  changed  them  into  f.ogs.  This  fable, 
fays  Caftera,  like  almoft  all  the  reft,  is  drawn  from  hiflory.    Philocorus,  as 

cited 
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At  every  found  they  dread  Latona's  hate, 
And  doubled  vengeance  of  their  former  fate ; 

All 

cited  by  Boccace,  relates,  that  the  Rhodians  having  declared  war  agalnft 
the  Lycians,  were  affifted  by  fome  troops  from  Delos,  who  carried  the 
image  of  Latona  on  their  Standards.  A  detachment  of  thefe  going  to 
drink  at  a  lake  in  Lycia,  a  crowd  of  peafants  endeavoured  to  prevent  them. 
An  encounter  enfued ;  the  peafants  fled  to  the  lake  for  (helter,  and  were 
there  flain.  Some  months  afterwards  their  companions  came  in  fearch  of 
their  corpfes,  and  finding  an  unufual  quantity  of  frogs,  imagined,  accord- 
ing to  the  fuperftition  of  their  age,  that  the  fouls  of  their  friends  appeared 
to  them  under  that  metamorphofis. 

Is  it  allowable  in  epic  poetry  to  introduce  a  comparifon  taken  from  a  low 
image  ?  This  is  a  queft ion  which  has  exerclfed  the  abilities  of  critics  and 
translators,  till  criticifm  has  degenerated  into  trifling,  and  learning  into  pe- 
dantry. To  fome  it  may  perhaps  appear  needful  to  vindicate  Camoens, 
in  a  point  wherein  he  is  fupported  by  the  authority  of  Homer  and"Virgil. 
Yet  as  many  readers  are  infected  with  the  fang  froidot  a  Rollin  or  a  Perrault, 
an  obfervation  in  defence  of  our  poet  cannot  be  thought  impertinent.  If 
we  examine  the  fined  efTufions  of  genius,  we  fhall  find,  that  the  moft  ge- 
nuine poetical  feeling  has  often  dictated  thole  fimiles  which  are  drawn  from 
familiar  and  low  objects.  The  (acred  writers,  and  the  greateft  poets  of  every 
nation,  have  ufed  them.  We  may  therefore  conclude,  that  the  criticifm 
which  condemns  them  is  a  refinement  not  founded  on  Nature.  But,  al- 
lowing them  admiffible,  it  muft  be  obferved,  that  to  render  them  pleafing 
requires  a  peculiar  happinefs  and  delicacy  of  management.  When  the  poet 
attains  this  indifpenfable  point,  he  gives  a  ftriking  proof  of  his(elegance, 
and  of  his  mafterfhip  in  his  art.  That  the  fimiles  of  the  emmets  and  of 
the  frogs  in  Camoens  are  happily  expreffed  and  applied,  is  indifputable.  In 
that  of  the  frogs  there  is  a  peculiar  propriety,  both  in  the  comparifon  it- 
felf,  and  in  the  allufion  to  the  fable  ;  as  it  was  the  intent  of  the  poet  to  re- 
prefent  not  only  the  flight,  but  the  bafenefsof  the  Moors.  The  fimile  he 
feems  to  have  copied  from  Dante,  Inf.  Cant.  9. 

Come  le  rane  innanzi  a  la  nemica 
Bifcia  per  Cacqua  ft  dileguan  tutte 
Fin  cbe  a  la  terra  ciafcuna  s'albica. 

And  Cant.  22. 

£  come  a  I'orlo  de  I'acqua  dtun  foffo 
Stan  li  ranoccbi  pur  col  mufo  fuorl 
Si'  cbe  celano  i  pied:,  e  I'altro  grojfo. 
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All  fudden  plunging  leave  the  margin  green, 

And  but  their  heads  above  the  pool  are  feen. 

So  plung'd  the  Moors,  when,  horrid  to  behold  ! 

From  the  bar'd  rock's  dread  jaws  the  billows  roll'd, 

Opening  in  inftant  fate  the  fleet  to  whelm. 

When  ready  Vasco  caught  the  ftaggering  helm : 

Swift  as  his  lofty  voice  refounds  aloud 

The  ponderous  anchors  dafh  the  whitening  flood, 

And  round  his  vefTel,  nodding  o'er  the  tide, 

His  other  fhips,  bound  by  their  anchors,  ride. 

And  now  revolving  in  his  piercing  thought 

Thefe  various  fcenes  with  hidden  import  fraught ; 

The  boaftful  pilot's  felf-accufing  flight, 

The  former  treafon  of  the  Moorifh  fpite  j 

How  headlong  to  the  rock  the  furious  wind, 

The  boiling  current,  and  their  art  combin'd, 

Yet  though  the  groaning  blaft  the  canvafs  fwell'd, 

Some  wondrous  caufe,  unknown,  their  fpeed  withheld : 

Amaz'd,  with  hands  high  rais'd,  and  fparkling  eyes, 

A  '  miracle  !  the  raptur'd  Gam  a  cries, 

A  miracle ! 

i  A  miracle. — Oforius  gives  the  following  account  of  this  adventure.  Talk- 
ing of  the  two  exiles  whom  Gama  had  lent  on  fhore ;  Rex  Izta  et  hilari 
fronte  exules  excepit,  imperavitque  domefticis  fuis,  ut  illis  urbis  fitum  et 
pulchritudinem  demonftrarent.  Ubi  vero  reverfi  funt,  Rex  multa  aroma- 
tum  genera,  qua;  ex  India  deportari  folent,  illis  often  tat,  et  quantulum  vifum 
eft  donat,  ut-  Gamae  monftrare  poflent,  et  admonere,  quanto  eftet  utilius 
apud  Regem  amicum  iem  gerere,  quam  vitam  tarn  periculofe  navigation! 
committere.  Cum  his  mandatis  redeunt  exules  in  clafl'em,  Gama  mirifice 
lxtatus  eft,  et  poftridie  anchoras  tolli  jubet,  et  naves  prope  urbem  confti- 
tui.  Cum.  vero  illius  navis  aeftus  incitati  vi  celerius,  quam  commodum 
€ffet,  inveheretur,  timens  ille  ne  in  vadum  incideret,  vela  contrahere  et  an- 
v  choras 


S6  THE    LUSIAD.  book  u. 

A  miracle  !  O  hail  thou  facred  fign, 

Thou  pledge  illuftrious  of  the  care  divine  ! 

Ah  !  fraudful  malice !  how  mail  wifdom's  care 

Efcape  the  poifon  of  thy  gilded  fnare  ! 

The  front  of  honefty,  the  faintly  fhew, 

The  fmile  of  friendihip,  and  the  holy  vow ; 

All,  all  conjoin'd  our  eafy  faith  to  gain, 

To  whelm  us,  mipwreck'd,  in  the  ruthlefs  main  j 

But  where  our  prudence  no  deceit  could  fpy, 

There,  heavenly  guardian,  there  thy  watchful  eye 

Beheld  our  danger  :  ftiil,  O  ftill  prevent, 

Where  human  forelight  fails,  the  dire  intent, 

The  lurking  treafon  of  the  fmiling  foe  ; 

And  let  our  toils,  our  days  of  lengthening  woe, 

Our  weary  wanderings  end.     If  ftill  for  thee, 

To  fpread  thy  rites,  our  toils  and  vows  agree, 

On  India's  ftrand  thy  facred  fhrines  to  rear, 

Oh,  let  fome  friendly  land  of  reft  appear  ! 

If  for  thine  honour  we  thefe  toils  have  dar'd, 

Thefc  toils  let  India's  long-fought  fhore  reward  ! 

So 

choras  demittere  confeftim  juflit Quo  faelo  Mozambiquenfes 

gubcrnatorcs  metu  repentino  perculfi,  fe  praecipites  in  mare  dejiciunt,  et  ad 

lintres  quafclam,  qua»non  procul  aberant,  nando  confugiunt At 

Gama  magnis  vocibus  ad  eos,  qui  in  lintribus  erant,  incLimavit,  ut  fibifuos 
gubernatores  redderent :  at  iili  clamores  illius  afpernati,  gubernatores  in 
terram  expofuerunt.  Hie  Gama  cum  et  conjeclura,  et  aliquo  etiam  Arabis 
gubernatoris  indicio,  et  multis  piaeterea  fignis,  perlpexiflet  e  quanto  peri- 
culo  foiflet  auxilio  divino  liberatus,  manus  in  caelum  luftulit.  Barros  and 
Caftaneda,  in  relating  this  part  of  the  voyage  of  Gama,  fay,  that  the  fleet, 
juft  as  they  were  entering  the  port  of  MombafTa  were  driven  back,  as  it 
by  an  invifible  hand.  The  fafety  of  the  armada  depended  upon  this 
circumirance. 
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So  fpoke  the  chief:  The  pious  accents  move 
The  gentle  bofom  of  celeftial  love  : 
The  beauteous  queen  to  heaven  now  darts  away ; 
In  vain  the  weeping  nymphs  implore  her  ftay : 
Behind  her  now  the  morning  ftar  fhe  leaves, 
And  the  k  fixth  heaven  her  lovely  form  receives. 
Her  radiant  eyes  fuch  living  fplendors  cafe, 
The  fparkling  ftars  were  brighten'd  as  flie  paft  ; 
The  frozen  pole  with  fudden  ftreamlets  flow'd, 
And  as  the  burning  zone  with  fervor  glow'd. 
And  now,  confeft  before  the  throne  of  Jove, 
In  all  her  charms  appears  the  queen  of  love : 
Flufh'd  by  the  ardour  of  her  rapid  flight 
Through  fields  of  aether  and  the  realms  of  light, 
Bright  as  the  blufhes  of  the  rofeate  morn, 
New  blooming  tints  her  glowing  cheeks  adorn ; 
And  all  that  pride  of  beauteous  grace  fhe  wore, 
As  '  when  in  Ida's  bower  fhe  flood  of  yore, 

When 

k  As  the  planet  of  Jupiter  is  in  the  fixth  heaven,  the  author  has  with  pro- 
priety there  placed  the  throne  of  that  God.     Caftera. 

1  As  "when  in  Ida  s  boivcr  Jke  flood  of  yore.— -"  J'entends  les  cenfcurs,  fays  Cat 
"  tera,  fe  recrier  que  cct  endroit-ci  ne  convient  nullement  a  la  Venus  celejle.—l  am 
"  aware  of  the  objeiftion,  that  this  paflage  is  by  no  means  applicable  to  the 
"  celeftial  Venus.  I  anfwer  once  for  all,  that  the  names  and  adventures  of 
"  the  Pagan  divinities  are  fo  blended  and  uncertain  in  mythology,  that  a 
"  poet  is  at  great  liberty  to  adapt  them  to  his  allegory  as  he  pleafes.  Even 
"  the  fables,  which  tothofe  who  penetrate  no  deeper  than  the  rind,  may 
"  appear  as  profane,  even  thefe  contain  hiftorical,  physical,  and  moral 
"  truths,  which  fully  atone  for  the  feeming  licentioufnefs  of  the  letter.  I 
"  could  prove  this  in  many  inflances,  but  let  the  prefent  fumce.  Paris,  fon 
"  of  Priam,  king  of  Troy,  ipent  his  firft  years  as  a  fhephcrd  in  the  country. 
"  At  this  time  Juno,  Minerva,  and.Vcnus  disputed  for  the  apple  of  gold, 

"  which 
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When  every  charm,  and  every  hope  of  joy 

Enraptured  and  allured  the  Trojan  boy. 

Ah  !  m  had  that  hunter,  whofe  unhappy  fate 

The  human  vifage  loft  by  Dian's  hate, 

Had  he  beheld  this  fairer  goddefs  move 

Not  hounds  had  flain  him,  but  the  fires  of  love. 

Adown  her  neck,  more  white  than  virgin  mow, 

Of  fofteft  hue  the  golden  trefles  flow ; 

Her  heaving  breafts  of  purer,  fofter  white, 

Than  mow  hills  gliftening  in  the  moon's  pale  light, 

Except  where  covered  by  the  fafh,  were  bare, 

And  n  love,  unfeen,  fmil'd  foft,  and  panted  there. 

Nor  lefs  the  zone  the  god's  fond  zeal  employs ; 

The  zone  awakes  the  flame  of  fecret  joys. 

As 

"  which  was  deftined  to  be  given  to  the  mod  beautiful  goddefs.  They  con- 
"  fented  that  Paris  mould  be  their  judge.  His  equity  claimed  this  honour. 
"  He  faw  them  all  naked.  Juno  promifed  him  riches,  Minerva  the  fci- 
"  enceSj  but  he  decided  in  favour  of  Venus,  who  promifed  him  the  poflef- 
"  (ion  of  the  moft  beautiful  woman.  What  a  ray  of  light  is  contained  in 
"  this  philofophical  fable  !  Paris  reprefents  a  ftudious  man,  who,  in  the  fi- 
"  lence  of  folitude,  feeks  the  fupreme  good.  Juno  is  the  emblem  of  riches 
"  and  dignities,  Minerva,  that  of  the  fciences  purely  human,  Venus  is  that 
"  of  religion,  which  contains  the  fciences  both  human  and  divine ;  the 
"  charming  female,  which  (he  prOmifes  to  the  Trojan  (hepherd,  is  that  divine 
"  wifdom  which  gives  tranquillity  of  heart.  A  judge  fo  philofophical  as 
"  Paris  would  not  hefitate  a  moment  to  whom  to  give  the  apple  of  gold." 

m  Ah,  had  that  hunter. — "  The  allegory  of  Camoens  is  here  obvious.  If 
"  Adteon,  and  the  (laves  of  their  violent  padions  could  difcover  the  beauties 
"  of  true  religion,  they  would  be  aftonifhed  and  reclaimed ;  according  to 
"  the  exprefllon  of  Seneca,  Si  virtus  cernipojfit  oculis  corporeis,  omnes  ad  amorem 
"  fuum  pelliceret.     Caftera. 

a  And  love,  unfeen.—"  That  is  divine  love,  which  always  accompanies  reli- 
"  gion.  Behold  how  our  author  infinuates  the  excellence  of  his  moral !" 
Caftera. 

Camoens, 


book  ii."  THE    LUSIAD.  59 

As  ivy  tendrils,  round  her  limbs  divine 

Their  fpreading  arms  the  young  defires  entwine : 

Below  her  waift,  and  quivering  on  the  gale, 

Of  thinneft  texture  flows  the  filken  veil : 

(Ah  !  where  the  lucid  curtain  dimly  mows, 

With  doubled  fires  the  roving  fancy  glows !) 

The  hand  of  modefty  the  foldings  threw, 

Nor  all  conceal'd,  nor  all  was  given  to  view. 

Yet  her  deep  grief  her  lovely  face  betrays, 

Though  on  her  cheek  the  foft  finite  faultering  plays. 

All  heaven  was  mov'd — as  when  fome  damfel  coy, 

Hurt  by  the  rudenefs  of  the  amorous  boy, 

Offended  chides  and  fmiles  ;  with  angry  mien 

Thus  mixt  with  fmiles,  advanc'd  the  plaintive  queen ; 

And  °  thus :  O  Thunderer  !  O  potent  Sire  ! 

Shall  I  in  vain  thy  kind  regard  require  ! 

Alas !  and  cherifh  ftill  the  fond  deceit, 

That  yet  on  me  thy  kindeft  fmiles  await ! 

Ah  heaven  !  and  muft  that  valour  which  I  love 

Awake  the  vengeance  and  the  rage  of  Jove  ! 

Yet  mov'd  with  pity  for  my  fav'rite  race 

I  fpeak,  though  frowning  on  thine  awful  face 

I  mark 


Camoens,  as  obferved  in  the  preface,  has  twice  afTerted,  that  his  machi- 
nery is  allegorical.  The  poet's  afTertion,  and  the  tafle  of  the  age  in  which 
he  wrote,  fufhciently  vindicate  the  endeavour  to  unravel  and  explain  the  al- 
legory of  the  Lufiad. 

•  And  thus,  0  tbunderer.—Tht  following  fpeech  of  Venus,  and  the  reply 
of  Jupiter,  are  a  fine  imitation  from  the  firfl  iEneid,  and  do  great  honour 
to  the  clafGcal  tafte  of  the  Portuguefe  poet. 
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I  mark  the  tenor  of  the  dread  decree, 

That  to  thy  wrath  configns  my  fons  and  me. 

Yes  !  let  ftern  Bacchus  blefs  thy  partial  care, 

His  be  the  triumph,  and  be  mine  defpair. 

The  bold  advent'rous  fons  of  Tagos  clime 

I  loved — alas !  that  love  is  now  their  crime  : 

O  happy  they,  and  profp'rous  gales  their  fate, 

Had  I  purfued  them  with  relentlefs  hate  ! 

Yes !  let  my  woeful  fighs  in  vain  implore, 

Yes !  let  them  perifh  on  fome  barb'rous  fliore, 

For  I  have  loved  them — Here,  the  fwelling  figh 

And  pearly  tear-drop  rufhing  in  her  eye, 

As  morning  dew  hangs  trembling  on  the  rofe, 

Though  fond  to  fpeak,  her  farther  fpeech  oppofe — 

Her  lips,  then  moving,  as  the  paufe  of  woe 

Were  now  to  give  the  voice  of  grief  to  flow : 

When  kindled  by  thofe  charms,  whofe  woes  might  move, 

And  melt  the  prowling  tyger's  rage  to  love, 

The  thundering  god  her  weeping  forrows  ey'd, 

And  fudden  threw  his  awful  ftate  afide : 

With  that  mild  look  which  ftills  the  driving  ftorm, 

When  black  roll'd  clouds  the  face  of  heaven  deform ; 

With  that  mild  vifage  and  benignant  mien 

Which  to  the  flcy  reftores  the  blue  ferene, 

Her  fnowy  neck  and  glowing  cheek  he  preft, 

And  wip'd  her  tears,  and  clafped  her  to  his  breaft : 

Yet  fhe,  ftill  fighing,  dropt  the  trickling  tear, 

As  the  chid  nurfling  mov'd  with  pride  and  fear, 

Still 
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Still  fighs  and  moans,  though  fondled  and  careft ; 

Till  thus  great  Jove  the  fates  decrees  confeft : 

O  thou,  my  daughter,  ftill  belov'd  as  fair, 

Vain  are  thy  fears,  thy  heroes  claim  my  care  : 

No  power  of  gods  could  e'er  my  heart  incline, 

Like  one  fond  fmile,  one  powerful  tear  of  thine. 

Wide  o'er  the  eaftern  fhores  flialt  thou  behold 

The  flags  far-ftreaming,  and  thy  thunders  roll'd  ; 

While  nobler  triumphs  fhall  thy  nation  crown, 

Than  thofe  of  Roman  or  of  Greek  renown. 

If  by  mine  aid  the  fapient  Greek  could  brave 
The  Ogycian  feas,  nor  P  fink  a  deathlefs  flave  ; 
If  through  th'  Illyrian  fhelves  Antenor  bore, 
Till  fafe  he  landed  on  Timavus'  fhore ; 
If,  by  his  fate,  the  pious  Trojan  led, 
Safe  through  Charibdis's  barking  whirlpools  fped  : 
Shall  thy  bold  heroes,  by  my  care  difclaim'd, 
Be  left  to  perifh,  who,  to  worlds  unnam'd 
By  vaunting  Rome,  purfue  their  dauntlefs  way  ? 
No — foon  fhalt  thou  with  raviih'd  eyes  furvey, 
From  ftream  to  ftream  their  lofty  cities  fpread, 
And  their  proud  turrets  rear  the  warlike  head  : 
The  ftern-brow'd  Turk  fhall  bend  the  fuppliant  knee, 
And  Indian  monarchs,  now  fcxure  and  free, 
Beneath  thy  potent  monarch's  yoke  fhall  bend, 
Till  thy  juft  laws  wide  o'er  the  eaft  extend. 

Thy 

r 1  Norfink  a  deotblefi  Jlaw. — i.  c.  The  Have  of  Calypfo,  who  of- 
fered UlviTe»  immortality  on  condition  he  would  live  with  her. 
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Thy  chief,  who  now  in  error's  circling  maze, 

For  India's  fhore  through  (helves  and  tempefts  ftrays ; 

That  chief  (halt  thou  behold,  with  lordly  pride, 

O'er  Neptune's  trembling  realm  triumphant  ride. 

O  wondrous  fate  !  when  not  a  breathing  q  gale 

Shall  curl  the  billows,  or  diftend  the  fail, 

The  wave  mail  boil  and  tremble,  aw'd  with  dread, 

And  own  the  terror  o'er  their  empire  fpread. 

That  hoftile  coaft,  with  various  ftreams  fupplied, 

Whofe  treacherous  fons  the  fountain's  gifts  deny'd ; 

That  coaft  fhalt  thou  behold  his  port  fupply, 

Where  oft  thy  weary  fleets  in  reft  fhall  lie. 

Each  fhore  which  weav'd  for  him  the  fnares  of  death, 

To  him  thefe  mores  fhall  pledge  their  offer'd  faith  ; 

To  him  their  haughty  lords  fhall  lowly  bend, 

And  yield  him  tribute  for  the  name  of  friend. 

The  Red-lea  wave  fhall  darken  in  the  fhade 

Of  thy  broad  fails  in  frequent  pomp  difplay'd  ; 

Thine  eyes  fhall  fee  the  golden  Ormuz'  fhore, 

Twice  thine,  twice  conquered,  while  the  furious  Moor, 

Amazed, 

* When  not  a  breathing  gale  Jhall  curl  the  hilloivs. — After  the  Pol  tuguefe 

had  made  great  conquelts  in  India,  Gama  had  the  honour  to  be  appointed 
viceroy.  In  1524,  as  he  failed  thither  to  take  pofleiTion  of  his  government, 
his  fleet  was  becalmed  on  the  coaft  of  Cambaya,  and  the  mips  ftood  moti- 
onlcl's  on  the  water :  inftantly,  without  the  leaft  change  of  weather,  the 
waves  were  fhaken  with  the  moft  violent  agitation.  The  ihips  were  tolled 
about ;  the  failors  were  terrified,  and  in  the  utmoft  confuiion,  thinking 
themiLlves  loll;  when  Gama,  perceiving  it  to  be  the  effect  of  an  earthquake, 
with  his  wonted  heroifm  and  prudence,  exclaimed,"  Of  ivhat  are  you  afraid? 
Do  you  not  fee  hoiu  the  ocean  trembles  under  its  fovereigns  /"  Barros,  L.  9.  C.  I. 
and  Faria  (torn.  I.  C.  9.)  who  fays,  that  fuch  as  lay  fick  of  fevers  were  cured 
by  the  fright. 
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Amazed,  fhall  view  his  arrows  backward  r  driven, 
Showered  on  his  legions  by  the  hand  of  heaven. 
Though  twice  afTailed  by  many  a  vengeful  band, 
Unconquered  ftill  fhall  Dio's  ramparts  ftand  ; 
Such  prowefs  there  fhall  raife  the  Lufian  name 
That  Mars  fhall  tremble  for  his  blighted  fame  ; 
There  fhall  the  Moors,  blafpheming,  fink  in  death, 
And  curfe  their  prophet  with  their  parting  breath. 

Where  Goa's  warlike  ramparts  frown  on  high, 

Pleas'd  (halt  thou  fee  thy  Lufian  banners  fly  ; 

The  Pagan  tribes  in  chains  fhall  crowd  her  gate, 

While  fhe  fublime  fhall  tower  in  regal  ftate, 

The  fatal  fcourge,  the  dread  of  all  who  dare 

Againft  thy  fons  to  plan  the  future  war. 

Though  few  thy  troops  who  Conanour  fuftain, 

The  foe,  though  numerous,  fhall  afTault  in  vain. 

Great  Calicut,  for  potent  hofts  renown'd, 

By  Lifboa's  fons  aflail'd  fhall  ftrew  the  ground : 

What  floods  on  floods  of  vengeful  hofts  fhall  wage 

On  Cochin's  walls  their  fwift  repeated  rage  ! 

In  vain  :  a  s  Lufian  hero  fhall  oppofe 

His  dauntlefs  bofom,  -and  difperfe  the  foes, 

As 

T  bis  arrows  back-ward  Jrhen. — Both  Barros  and  Caftaneda  relate  this 

faft.  Albuquerk,  during  the  war  of  Ormuz,  having  given  battle  to  the 
Perfians  and  Moors,  by  the  violence  of  a  fudden  wind  the  arrows  of  the 
latter  were  driven  back  upon  themfelves,  whereby  many  of  their  troops 
were  wounded. 

*  A  Lufian  hero Pacheco ;  in  the  fiege  of  Cochin  he  defeated 

lucceffively  feven  numerous  armies  raifed  by  the  Zamorim  for  the  reduction 
of  that  city. 
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As  high-fweli'd  waves,  that  thunder'J  to  the  fhock, 

Difperfe  in  feeble  ftreamlets  from  the  rock. 

When  t  blackening  broad  and  far  o'er  AcUum's  tide 

Auguftus'  fleets  the  ilave  of  love  defy'd, 

When  that  fallen  warrior  to  the  combat  led 

The  braveft  troops  in  Bactrian  Scythia  bred, 

With  Allan  legions,  and,  his  fhameful  bane, 

The  Egyptian  queen  attendant  in  the  train  ; 

Though  Mars  raged  high,  and  all  his  fury  pour'd, 

Till  with  the  ftorm  the  boiling  furges  roar'd  ; 

Yet  fhall  thine  eyes  more  dreadful  fcenes  behold, 

On  burning  furges  burning  furges  roll'd, 

The  fheets  of  fire  far  billowing  o'er  the  brine, 

While  I  my  thunder  to  thy  fons  refign. 

Thus  many  a  fea  fhall  blaze,  and  many  a  fhore 

Refound  the  horror  of  the  combat's  roar, 

While  thy  bold  prows  triumphant  ride  along 

By  trembling  China  to  the  ifles  unfung 

By 


'  When  blackening  broad  and  far  o'er  ASiium  s  tide. 

Hinc  ope  barbarica  ■variifque  Antonius  armis 
ViElor,  ab  Ai:r^)\e popnlis  l5f  liioie  rubro 
JEgyptum,  virefque  orientis,  53s  ultima  fecum 
BaElra  Debit  :  fequhurque  ncf.is  !   JEgyptia  co/tjvx. 
Una  omnes  mere,  ac  totum fpuir.are  reJuilis 
Convuflum  rcmis  rujlrifquc  irU.-ntibus  aqtior. 
Altapetuni  wlfas 

Cycladat,  aul  monies  concurre-c  moniibus  altos  '. 
tarda  mole  viri  turritis  puppibus  injlant. 
Stupea  jlanima  mamt,  tel'fque  iiolatii-  j'c,  rum 
Sparg'tur  :    arv,>  nova  Nepiunia  Caile  rabefcunt, 

favit  medio  in  certamine  Mavors.  VlRG.  JEn.  VIII. 
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By  ancient  bard,  by  ancient  chief  unknown, 
Till  ocean's  utmoft  fhore  thy  bondage  own. 

Thus  from  the  Ganges  to  the  Gadian  ftrand, 
From  the  mod  northern  wave  to  fouthmoft  land  ; 
That  land  decreed  to  bear  the  injured  name 
Of  Magalhaens,  the  Lufian  u  pride  and  fhame ; 
From  all  that  vaft,  tho'  crown'd  with  heroes  old, 
Who  with  the  gods  were  derni-gods  enrolPd  ; 
From  all  that  vaft  no  equal  heroes  fhine 
To  match  in  arms,  O  lovely  daughter,  thine. 

So  fpake  the  awful  ruler  of  the  fkies, 
And  Maia's  fon  fwift  at  his  mandate  flies : 
His  charge,  from  treafon  and  MombafFa's  king 
The  weary  fleet  in  friendly  port  to  bring, 
And  while  in  fleep  the  brave  De  Gam  a  lay,  , 

To  warn,  and  fair  the  fhore  of  reft  difplay. 
Fleet  through  the  yielding  air  Cyllenius  glides, 
As  to  the  light,  the  nimble  air  divides. 
The  myftic  helmet  on  his  head  he  wore, 
And  in  his  right  the  fatal  rod  he  T  bore  j 

vol.  1.  F  That 

u  — The  Lu/ian  pride  and Jhame .—- Magalhaens,  a  moft  celebrated  navigator. 
Neglected  by  John  II.  king  of  Portugal,  he  offered  his  fen-ice  to  the  kingdom 
of  Spain,  under  whom  he  made  moft  important  difcoveries  round  the  Itraks 
which  bear  his  name,  and  in  the  back  parts  of  South  America;  acquirements, 
which  at  this  day  are  of  the  utmoft  value  to  the  Spanilh  empire.  Of  this 
hero  fee  farther,  X  Lufiad,  in  the  notes. 
▼  ___  T"  

Turn  ■virv.tm  capit:   hac  animas  ille  evocat  Oreo 

PalUnta  ;  alias  f.b  trijiia  Tartara  mittit, 

Dat  fomnos  adimitaue,  &  lamina  mcrte  rejignat.  Virg.  JEs.  ir. 
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That  rod,  of  power  to  wake  the  filent  dead, 

Or  o'er  the  lids  of  care  foft  flumbers  fhed. 

And  now,  attended  by  the  herald  fame, 

To  fair  Melinda's  gate  conceal'd  he  came ; 

And  foon  loud  rumour  echoed  through  the  town, 

How  from  the  weftern  world,  from  waves  unknown, 

A  noble  band  had  reach'd  the  -/Ethiop  fhore, 

Through  feas  and  dangers  never  dared  before : 

The  godlike  dread  attempt  their  wonder  fires, 

Their  generous  wonder  fond  regard  infpires, 

And  all  the  city  glows  their  aid  to  give, 

To  view  the  heroes,  and  their  wants  relieve. 

'Twas  now  the  folemn  hour  when  midnight  reigns, 
And  dimly  twinkling  o'er  the  ethereal  plains 
The  ftarry  hoft,  by  gloomy  filence  led, 
O'er  earth  and  fea  a  glimmering  palenefs  fhed  ; 
"When  to  the  fleet,  which  hemm'd  with  dangers  lay, 
The  filver-wing'd  Cyllenius  darts  away. 
Each  care  was  now  in  foft  oblivion  fteep'd, 
The  Watch  alone  accuftom'd  vigils  kept ; 
E'en  Gama,  wearied  by  the  day's  alarms, 
Forgets  his  cares,  reclined  in  {lumber's  arms. 
Scarce  had  he  clofed  his  careful  eyes  in  reft, 
When  Maia's  fon  in  vifion  flood  confeft  : 
And  fly,  he  cried,  O  Lufitanian,  fly ; 
Here  guile  and  treafon  every  nerve  apply: 
An  impious  king  for  thee  the  toil  prepares, 

An 
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An  impious  people  weave  a  thoufand  fnares : 
Oh  fly  thefe  fhores,  unfurl  the  gather'd  fail, 
Lo,  heaven,  thy  guide,  commands  the  riling  gale  •, 
Hark,  loud  it  nifties,  fee,  the  gentle  tide 
Invites  thy  prows ;  the  winds  thy  lingering  chide. 
Here  fuch  dire  welcome  is  for  thee  prepared 
As  y  Diomed's  unhappy  ftrangers  fhared  ; 
His  haplefs  guefts  at  filent  midnight  bled, 
On  their  torn  limbs  his  fnorting  courfers  fed. 
Oh  fly,  or  here  with  ftrangers'  blood  imbrew'd 
Bufiris'  altars  thou  flialt  find  renew'd  : 
Amidft  his  flaughter'd  guefts  his  altars  flood 
Obfcene  with  gore,  and  bark'd  with  human  blood  : 
Then  thou,  beloved  of  heaven,  my  counfel  hear  j 
Right  by  the  coaft  thine  onward  journey  fteer, 
Till  where  the  fun  of  noon  no  fhade  begets,  , 
But  day  with  night  in  equal  tenor  fets. 
A  fovereign  there,  of  generous  faith  unftain'd, 
With  ancient  bounty,  and  with  joy  unfeign'd 
Your  glad  arrival  on  his  fhore  fhall  greet, 
And  foothe  with  every  care  your  weary  fleet. 

F  2  And 

J  As  Diomed's  unhappy firangers. — Diomede,  a  tyrant  of  Thrace,  who  fed  his 
horfes  with  human  flefh ;  a  thing,  fays  the  grave  Caftera,  prrfquc  incr 
almoft  incredible.     Bufiris  was  a  king  of  Egypt,  who  facrificed  (trainers. 

<3>uis—illaudati  ncfcit  Bufiridis  aras  ?  Vi  R c .  G e o  R .  iii. 

Hercules  vanquifhed  both  thefe  tyrants,  and  put  them  to  the  fame  punish- 
ments which  their  cruelty  had  inflicted  on  others.  Ifocr3tes  compofed  an 
oration  in  honour  of  Bufiris;  a  malterly  example  of  Attic  raillery  and  fa- 
tire.  To  this  Caftera  wifely  appeals,  to  prove  the  truth  of  the  hiflory  of 
that  tyrant. 
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And  when  again  for  India's  golden  ftrand 
Before  the  profperous  gale  your  fails  expand, 
A  fkilful  pilot  oft  in  danger  try'd, 
Of  heart  fincere,  fhall  prove  your  faithful  guide. 

Thus  Hermes  fpoke,  and  as  his  flight  he  takes 
Melting  in  ambient  air,  De  Gam  a  wakes. 
Chill'd  with  amaze  he  ftood,  when  through  the  night 
With  hidden  ray  appear'd  the  burfting  light ; 

The  winds  loud  whizzing  through  the  cordage  figh'd 

Spread,  fpread  the  fail,  the  raptured  Vasco  cried; 

Aloft,  aloft,  this,  this  the  gale  of  heaven  ; 

By  heaven  our  guide  th'  aufpicious  fign  is  given  ; 

Mine  eyes  beheld  the  meffenger  divine  ; 

O  fly,  he  cried,  and  gave  the  favouring  fign, 

Here  treafon  lurks. Swift  as  the  captain  fpake 

The  mariners  fpring  bounding  to  the  deck, 
And  now  with  fhouts  far-echoing  o'er  the  fea, 
Proud  of  their  ftrength  the  ponderous  anchors  weigh. 
When  z  heaven  again  its  guardian  care  difplay'd  ; 

Above  the  wave  rofe  many  a  Moorifh  head 

Conceal'd  by  night  they  gently  fwam  along, 
And  with  their  weapons  fawed  the  cables  ftrong, 

That 

1  When  leaven  again  its  guardian  can  difplay'd. — Having  mentioned  the 
efcape  of  the  Moorifh  pilots,  Ofo>  ius  proceeds :  Rex  dcinde  homines  magno 
cum  filentio  fcaphis  &  lintribus  fubmittebat,  qui  fccuribus  anchoralia  nofte 
praeciderent.  Quod  nifi  fuiiTet  a  noftris  lingular!  Gama:  induftria  vigilatum, 
et  infidiis  fcclerati  illius  regis  occnrfum,  noftri  in  fummum  vita;  difcrimen 
incidiflent. 
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That  by  the  fwelling  currents  whirl'd  and  toft, 
The  navy's  wrecks  might  ftrew  the  rocky  coaft  : 
But  now  difcover'd,  every  nerve  they  ply, 
And  dive,  and  fwift  as  frighten'd  vermin  fly. 

Now  through  the  filver  waves  that  curling  rofe, 
And  gently  murmur'd  round  the  floping  prows, 
The  gallant  fleet  before  the  fteady  wind 
Sweeps  on,  and  leaves  long  foamy  tracks  behind  •, 
While  as  they  fail  the  joyful  crew  relate 
Their  wondrous  fafety  from  impending  fate ; 
And  every  bofom  feels  how  fweet  the  joy 
"When  dangers  paft  the  grateful  tongue  employ. 

The  fun  had  now  his  annual  journey  run, 
And  blazing  forth  another  courfe  begun, 
When  fmoothly  gliding  o'er  the  hoary  tide 
Two  floops  afar  the  watchful  mafler  fpied ; 
Their  Moorifh  make  the  feaman's  art  difplay'd ; 
Here  Gama  weens  to  force  the  pilot's  aid : 
One,  bafe  with  fear,  to  certain  fhipwreck  flew  ; 
The  keel  dafh'd  on  the  fhore,  efcap'd  the  crew. 
The  other  bravely  trufts  the  generous  foe, 
And  yields,  ere  flaughter  ftruck  the  lifted  blow, 
Ere  Vulcan's  thunders  bellowed.     Yet  again 
The  captain's  prudence  and  his  wifh  were  vain  ; 
No  pilot  here  his  wandering  courfe  to  guide, 
No  lip  to  tell  where  rolls  the  Indian  tide  j 

The 
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The  voyage  calm,   or  perilous,  or  afar, 

Beneath  what  heaven,  or  which  the  guiding  ftar  : 

Yet  this  they  told,  that  by  the  neighbouring  bay 

A  potent  monarch  reign'd,  whofe  pious  fway 

For  truth  and  nobleft  bounty  far  renown'd, 

Still  with  the  ftranger's  grateful  praife  was  crown'd. 

O'erjoyed  brave  Gam  a  heard  the  tale,  which  feal'd 

The  facred  truth  that  Maia's  fon  reveal'd  ; 

And  bids  the  pilot,  warn'd  by  heaven  his  guide, 

For  fair  Melinda  turn  the  helm  afide. 

'Twas  now  the  jovial  feafon,  when  the  morn 
From  Taurus  flames,  when  Amalthea's  horn 
O'er  hill  and  dale  the  rofe-crown'd  Flora  pours, 
And  fcatters  corn  and  wine,  and  fruits  and  flowers. 
Right  to  the  port  their  courfe  the  fleet  purfued, 
And  the  glad  dawn  that  facred  day  renewed, 
When  with  the  fpoils  of  vanquifh'd  death  adorn'd 
To  heaven  the  victor  of  the  tomb  return'd, 
And  foon  Melinda's  more  the  failors  fpy ; 
From  every  maft  the  purple  ftreamers  fly ; 
Rich-figured  tap'ftry  now  fupplies  the  fail, 
The  gold  and  fcarlet  tremble  in  the  gale  ; 
The  ftandc.rd  broad  its  brilliant  hues  bewrays, 
And  floating  on  the  wind  wide-billowing  plays  ; 
Shrill  through  the  air  the  quivering  trumpet  founds, 
And  the  rough  drum  the  routing  march  rebounds. 

As 
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As  thus  regardful  of  the  facred  day 

The  feftive  navy  cut  the  watery  way, 

Melinda's  fons  the  fhore  in  thoufands  crowd, 

And  offering  joyful  welcome  fhout  aloud  : 

And  truth  the  voice  infpired.     Unawed  by  fear, 

"With  warlike  pomp  adorn'd,  himfelf  fincere, 

Now  in  the  port  the  geuerous  Gam  a  rides  ; 

His  fbtely  veflels  range  their  pitchy  fides 

Around  their  chief;  the  bowfprits  nod  the  head, 

And  the  barb'd  anchors  gripe  the  harbour's  bed. 

Strait  to  the  king,  as  friends  to  generous  friends, 

A  captive  Moor  the  valiant  Gam  a  fends. 

The  Lufian  fame  the  king  already  knew, 

What  gulphs  unknown  the  fleet  had  labour'd  through, 

What  fhelves,  what  tempefts  dared  :  His  liberal  mind 

Exults  the  captain's  manly  truft  to  find  j 

With  that  ennobling  worth,  whofe  fond  employ 

Befriends  the  brave,  the  monarch  owns  his  joy, 

Entreats  the  leader  and  his  weary  band 

To  tafte  the  dews  of  fweet  repofe  on  land, 

And  all  the  riches  of  his  cultured  fields 

Obedient  to  the  nod  of  Gam  a  yields. 

His  care  meanwhile  their  prefent  want  attends, 

And  various  fowl,  and  various  fruits  he  fends  ; 

The  oxen  low,  the  fleecy  lambkins  bleat, 

And  rural  founds  are  echoed  through  the  fleet. 

His  gifts  with  joy  the  valiant  chief  receives, 

And  gifts  in  turn,  confirming  friendfhip,  gives. 

Here 
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Here  the  proud  fcarlet  darts  its  ardent  rays, 

And  here  the  purple  and  the  orange  blaze : 

O'er  thefe  profufe  the  branching  coral  fpread, 

The  a  coral  wondrous  in  its  watery  bed : 

Soft  there  it  creeps,  in  curving  branches  thrown  j 

In  air  it  hardens  to  a  precious  ftone. 

With  thefe  an  herald,  on  whofe  melting  tongue 

The  b  copious  rhet'ric  of  Arabia  hung, 

He  fends,  his  wants  and  purpofe  to  reveal, 

And  holy  vows  of  lafting  peace  to  feal. 

The  monarch  fits  amid  his  fplendid  bands, 

Before  the  regal  throne  the  herald  ftands, 

And  thus,  as  eloquence  his  lips  infpired, 

O  king  !  he  cries,  for  facred  truth  admired, 

Ordain'd  by  heaven  to  bend  the  ftubborn  knees 

Of  haughtieft  nations  to  thy  juft  decrees ; 

Fear'd  as  thou  art,  yet  fet  by  heaven  to  prove 

That  empire's  ftrength  refults  from  public  love : 

To  thee,  O  king,  for  friendly  aid  we  come  ; 

Nor  lawlefs  robbers  o'er  the  deep  we  roam  : 

No  luft  of  gold  could  e'er  our  breafts  inflame 

To  fcatter  fire  and  {laughter  where  we  came  ; 

Nor 

*  The  coral  ivondrous  in  Us  watery  bed 

Vimen  erat  dumflagna  fulfil ,  procefferat  undis 

Gemma  fuit.  CLAUD. 

Sic  et  coralium,  quo  primum  contigit  auras. 

Tempore  durcfcity  mollis  fuit  herbafub  undis.  Ovid. 

b  The  copious  rhet'ric  of  Arabia. — There  were  on  board  Gama's fleet  feve- 
ial  peribns  /killed  in  the  Oriental  languages.    Ofor. 
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Nor  fword,  nor  fpear  our  harmlefs  hands  employ 

To  feize  the  carelefs,  or  the  weak  deftroy. 

At  our  moft  potent  monarch's  dread  command 

We  fpread  the  fail  from  lordly  Europe's  ftrand : 

Through  feas  unknown,  through  gulphs  untry'd  before, 

We  force  our  journey  to  the  Indian  more. 

Alas,  what  rancour  fires  the  human  breaft  ! 
By  what  ftern  tribes  are  Afric's  fhores  pofTeft ! 
How  many  a  wile  they  try'd,  how  many  a  fnare  ! 
Not  wifdom  fav'd  us,  'twas  the  heaven's  own  care  : 
Not  harbours  only,  e'en  the  barren  fands 
A  place  of  reft  deny'd  our  weary  bands : 
From  us,  alas,  what  harm  could  prudence  fear  ! 
From  us  fo  few,  their  numerous  friends  fo  near  ! 
While  thus  from  more  to  cruel  more  long  driven, 
To  thee  conducted  by  a  guide  from  heaven, 
We  come,  O  monarch,  of  thy  truth  allured, 
Of  hofpitable  rites  by  heaven  fecured ; 
Such  c  rites  as  old  Alcinous'  palace  graced, 
When  lorn  UlyfTes  fat  his  favour'd  gueft. 
Nor  deem,  O  king,  that  cold  fufpicion  taints 
Our  valiant  leader,  or  his  wifh  prevents  : 
Great  is  our  monarch,  and  his  dread  command 
To  our  brave  captain  interdicts  the  land 
Till  Indian  earth  he  tread  :  What  nobler  caufe 
Than  loyal  faith  can  wake  thy  fond  applaufe, 

O  thou, 

«  See  the  Eighth  Odyifey,  &c. 
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O  thou,  who  knoweft  the  ever-preffing  weight 

Of  kingly  d  office,  and  the  cares  of  flate ! 

And  hear,  ye  confcious  heavens,  if  Gama's  heart 

Forget  thy  kindnefs,  or  from  truth  depart, 

The  facred  light  fhall  perifh  from  the  fun, 

And  rivers  to  the  fea  fhall  ceafe  to  e  run. 

He 

6  Of  kingly  office. — Caftera's  note  on  this  place  is  fo  charaeleriftical  of  a 
Frenchman,  that  the  reader  will  perhaps  be  pleafed  to  fee  it  tranferibed.  In 
his  text  he  fays,  "  Toi  qui  occupts  Ji  dignement  le  rangf/preme.—— In  the  note 
he  thus  apologifes  :  "  Le  Poete  dit,  Tens  d:  Rey  o  officio,  Toi  qui  fais  le  metier 
"  ie  Roi — The  poet  fays,  thou  ivho  holdef  the  bufmefs  of  a  king.  "  I  confefs  I 
"  found  a  ftrong  inclination  to  tranflate  this  fentence  literally.  I  find  much 
"  noblenefsin  it.  However,  I  fubmitted  to  the  opinion  of  fome  friends,  who 
"  were  afraid  that  the  ears  of  Frenchmen  would  be  Ihocked  at  the  word  luft- 
"  nefs  applied  to  a  king.  It  is  true,  neverthelefs,  that  royalty  is  a  bufmefs. 
"  Philip  II.  of  Spain  was  convinced  of  it,  as  we  may  difcern  from  one  of  his 
"  letters.  Hallo,  fays  he,  me  may  cmbaracado,  8iC.  I am  fo  entangled  and  incum- 
"  bered  •with  the  multiplicity  of  bufmef,  that  I  have  not  a  moment  to  my f elf.  In 
"  truth  ive  Unas  hold  a  laborious  office,  there  is  little  reafonto  envy  us"  May  the 
politenefs  of  England  never  be  difgufled  with  the  word  bufmefs  applied  to  a 
king ! 

«  The  herald's  fpeech. — The  propriety  and  artfulnefs  of  Homer's  fpeeches 
have  been  often  and  juftly  admired.  Camoens  is  peculiarly  happy  in  the 
fame  department  of  the  epopceia.  The  fpeech  of  Gama's  herald  to  the 
king;  of  Melinda  is  a  ftriking  inftance  of  it.  The  compliments  with  which 
it  begins  have  a  direct  tendency  to  the  favours  afterwards  to  be  alked.  The- 
afTurance  of  the  innocence,  the  purpofe  of  the  voyagers,  and  the  greatnefs 
of  their  king,  are  happily  touched.  The  exclamation  on  the  barbarous 
treatment  they  had  experienced,  "  Not  wifdom  faved  us,  but  heaven's  own 
care,"  are  maflerly  infinuations.  Their  barbarous  treatment  is  again  re- 
peated in  a  manner  to  move  companion  :  Alas  !  what  could  they  fear,  &c. 
is  reafoning  joined  with  the  pathos.  That  they  were  conducted  to  the  king 
of  Melinda  by  heaven,  and  were  by  heaven  allured  of  his  truth,  is  a  moft 
delicate  compliment,  and  in  the  true  i'pirit  of  the  epic  poem.  The  allu- 
fion  to  Alcinous  is  well  timed.  The  apology  for  Gama's  reiufal  to  come  on 
fhore,  is  exceeding  artful.  It  conveys  a  proof  of  the  greatnefs  of  the  Por- 
tu.guefe  fovereign,  and  affords  a  compliment  to  loyalty,  which  could  not  fail 

to 
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He  ipoke ;  a  muruaur  of  applaufe  fucceeds, 

And  each  with  wonder  own'd  the  val'rous  deeds 

Of  that  bold  race,  whofe  flowing  vanes  had  wav'd 

Beneath  fo  many  a  fky,  fo  many  an  ocean  brav'd. 

Nor  lefs  the  king  their  loyal  faith  reveres, 

And  Lifboa's  lord  in  awful  ftate  aDpears, 

Whofe  leaft  command  on  fartheft  fhores  obey'd, 

His  fovereign  grandeur  to  the  world  difplay'd. 

Elate  with  joy,  uprofe  the  royal  Moor, 

And,  fmiling,  thus, — O  welcome  to  my  more  ! 

If  yet  in  you  the  fear  of  treafon  dwell, 

Far  from  your  thoughts  th'  ungenerous  fear  expel : 

Still  with  the  brave,  the  brave  will  honour  find, 

And  equal  ardour  will  their  friendfhip  bind. 

But  thofe  who  fpurn'd  you,  men  alone  in  fhew, 

Rude  as  the  beftial  herd,  no  worth  they  know  ; 

Such  dwell  not  here  :  and  fince  your  laws  require 

Obedience  ftric~t,  I  yield  my  fond  defire. 

Though  much  I  wifh'd  your  chief  to  grace  my  board, 

Fair  be  his  duty  to  his  fovereign  lord  : 

Yet  when  the  morn  walks  forth  with  dewy  feet 

My  barge  fhall  waft  me  to  the  warlike  fleet  j 

There  fhall  my  longing  eyes  the  heroes  view, 

And  holy  vows  the  mucual  peace  renew. 

What 


to  be  acceptable  to  a  monarch.  In  fhort,the  whole  of  the  fpeech  fupp!ie?tes 
warmly, but  at  the  fame  time  in  the  mod  manly  manner;  and  the  adju  .'- 
tion  concludes  it  with  all  the  appearance  of  warmth  and  fincerity.  E'.'.a- 
thius  would  have  written  a  whole  chapter  on  fuch  a  fpeech  in  the  Iliad  or 
Odyfley. 
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What  from  the  bluftering  winds  and  lengthening  tide 
Your  fhips  have  fuffer'd,  fhall  be  here  fupply'd. 
Arms  and  provifions  I  myfelf  will  fend, 
And,  great  of  fkill,  a  pilot  fhall  attend. 

So  fpoke  the  king  :  And  now,  with  purpled  ray, 
Beneath  the  fhining  wave  the  god  of  day 
Retiring,  left  the  evening  fhades  to  fpread ; 
And  to  the  fleet  the  joyful  herald  fped : 
To  find  fuch  friends  each  breaft  with  rapture  glows, 
The  feaft  is  kindled,  and  the  goblet  flows ; 
The  trembling  comet's  imitated  rays 
Bound  to  the  fkies,  and  trail  a  fparkling  blaze  : 
The  vaulting  bombs  awake  their  fleeping  fire, 
And  like  the  Cyclops'  bolts,  to  heaven  afpire  : 
The  bombardiers  their  roaring  engines  ply, 
And  earth  and  ocean  thunder  to  the  fky. 
The  trump  and  fife's  fhrill  clarion  far  around 
The  glorious  mufic  of  the  fight  refound. 
Nor  lefs  the  joy  Melinda's  fons  difplay, 
The  fulphur  burfts  in  many  an  ardent  ray, 
And  to  the  heaven  afcends  in  whizzing  gyres, 
And  ocean  flames  with  artificial  fires. 
In  feftive  war  the  fea  and  land  engage, 
And  echoing  fhouts  confefs  the  joyful  rage. 
So  pad  the  night :  and  now  with  filvery  ray 
The  ftar  of  morning  ufhers  in  the  day. 

The 
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The  fhadows  fly  before  the  rofeate  hours, 

And  the  chill  dew  hangs  glittering  on  the  flowers  : 

The  pruning  hook  or  humble  fpade  to  wield, 

The  cheerful  labourer  haftens  to  the  field ; 

When  to  the  fleet  with  many  a  founding  oar 

The  monarch  fails ;  the  natives  crowd  the  fhore. 

Their  various  robes  in  one  bright  fplendor  join, 

The  purple  blazes,  and  the  gold-ftripes  fhine  ; 

Nor  as  ftern  warriors  with  the  quivering  lance, 

Or  moon-arch'd  bow,  Melinda's  fons  advance  ; 

Green  boughs  of  palm  with  joyful  hands  they  wave, 

An  omen  of  the  meed  that  crowns  the  brave. 

Fair  was  the  fhow  the  royal  barge  difplay'd, 

With  many  a  flag  of  gliftening  filk  array'd, 

Whofe  various  hues,  as  waving  thro'  the  bay, 

Return'd  the  luilre  of  the  riling  day  : 

And  onward  as  they  came,  in  fovereign  ftate 

The  mighty  king  amid  his  princes  fate  : 

His  robes  the  pomp  of  eafrern  fplendor  fhew, 

A  proud  tiara  decks  his  lordly  brow  : 

The  various  tifiue  fhines  in  every  fold, 

The  lilken  luitre  and  the  rays  of  gold. 

His  purple  mantle  boafts  the  dye  of  Tyre, 
And  in  the  fun-beam  glows  with  living  fire. 
A  golden  chain,  the  fkilful  artift's  pride, 
Hung  from  his  neck  ;  and  glittering  by  his  fide 
The  dagger's  hilt  of  ftar-bright  diamond  fhonc, 
The  girding  baldric  burns  with  precious  ftone  ; 

And 
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And  precious  ftone  in  it.uds  of  gold  enchafed, 

The  fhaggy  velvet  of  his  bufkins  graced : 

Wide  o'er  his  head,  of  various  filks  inlaid, 

A  fair  umbrella  cafi  a  grateful  lhade. 

A  band  of  menials,  bending  o'er  the  prow, 

Of  horn- wreath' d  round  the  crooked  trumpets  blow  ; 

And  each  attendant  barge  aloud  rebounds 

A  barbarous  difcord  of  rejoicing  founds. 

With  equal  pomp  the  captain  leaves  the  fleet, 

Melinda's  monarch  on  the  tide  to  greet : 

His  barge  nods  on  amidft  a  fplendid  train, 

Himfelf  adorn'd  in  all  the  pride  of  Spain  : 

With  fair  embroidery  F  fhone  his  armed  breaft, 

For  polifli'd  fteel  fupply'd  the  warrior's  veftj 

His  fleeves,  beneath,  were  filk  of  paly  blue, 

Above,  more  loofe,  the  purple's  brighteft  hue 

Hung  as  a  fcarf,  in  equal  gatherings  rolFd, 

With  golden  buttons  and  with  loops  of  gold  : 

Bright  in  the  fun  the  polifli'd  radiance  burns, 

And  the  dimm'd  eye-ball  from  the  luftre  turns. 

Of  crimfon  fatin,  dazzling  to  behold, 

His  caflbc  fwell'd  in  many  a  curving  fold; 

The  make  was  Gallic,  but  the  lively  bloom 

Confeft  the  labour  of  Venetia's  loom  : 

Gold 


'  With  fair  embroidery  Jhone  bis  armed  breaft. Camoens  feems  to  have  his 

eve  on  the  picture  of  Gama,  which  is  thus  defcribed  by  Faria  y  Son/a.  "  He 
*'  is  painted  with  a  black  cap,cloak  and  breeches  edged  with  velvet,  all  flafhed, 
«'  through  which  appears  the  crimfon  lining,  the  doublet  of  crimfon  fatin, 
"  a  tid  over  it  his  armour  inlaid  with  gold." 
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Gold  was  his  fword,  and  warlike  trowfers  laced 

With  thongs  of  gold  his  manly  legs  embraced : 

"With  graceful  mien  his  cap  aflant  was  turn'd  j 

The  velvet  cap  a  nodding  plume  adorn'd. 

His  noble  afpect,  and  the  purple's  ray, 

Amidft  his  train  the  gallant  chief  bewray. 

The  various  veftments  of  the  warrior  train, 

Like  flowers  of  various  colours  on  the  plain, 

Attract  the  pleafed  beholders  wondering  eye, 

And  with  the  fplendor  of  the  rainbow  vie. 

Now  Gama's  bands  the  quivering  trumpet  blow, 

Thick  o'er  the  wave  the  crowding  barges  row, 

The  Moorifh  flags  the  curling  waters  fweep, 

The  Lufian  mortars  thunder  o'er  the  deep ; 

Again  the  fiery  roar  heaven's  concave  tears, 

The  Moors  aftonifh'd  ftop  their  wounded  ears  : 

Again  loud  thunders  rattle  o'er  the  bay, 

And  clouds  of  fmoke  wide-rolling  blot  the  day  ; 

The  captain's  barge  the  generous  king  afcends, 

His  arms  the  chief  enfold  ;  the  captain  bends, 

A  reverence  to  the  fcepter'd  grandeur  due  : 

In  filent  awe  the  monarch's  wondering  view 

Is  fixt  g  on  Va sco's  noble  mien  ;    the  while 

His  thoughts  with  wonder  weigh  the  hero's  toil, 

Efteem 

5  The  monarch's  luondtring  virtu  isjixt  on  Vufco ' s  mile  ««.•!.— T! 

ration  and  friendfhip  of  the  king  of  Melinda,  fo  much  infilled  on  by  Ca- 
moens,  is  a  judicious  imitation  of  Virgil's  Dido.  In  both  cafLs  fuch  prepa- 
ration was  neceflary  to  introduce  the  long  epifodes  which  f .' 
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Efteem  and  friendfhip  with  his  wonder  rife, 

And  free  to  Gam  a  all  his  kingdom  lies. 

Though  never  fon  of  Lufus'  race  before 

Had  met  his  eye,  or  trod  Melinda's  fhore, 

To  him  familiar  was  the  mighty  name, 

And  much  his  talk  extols  the  Lufian  fame ; 

How  through  the  vaft  of  Afric's  wildeft  bound 

Their  deathlefs  feats  in  gallant  arms  refound  ; 

When  that  fair  land  where  Hefper's  offspring  reign'd, 

Their  valour's  prize  the  Lufian  youth  obtain'd. 

Much  ft  ill  he  talk'd,  enraptured  of  the  theme, 

Though  but  the  faint  vibrations  of  their  fame 

To  him  had  echoed.     Pleafed  his  warmth  to  view, 

Convinced  his  promife  and  his  heart  were  true, 

The  illuftrious  Gama  thus  his  foul  expreft, 

And  own'd  the  joy  that  laboured  in  his  breaft  : 

Oh  thou,  benign,  of  all  the  tribes  alone, 

Who  feel  the  rigour  of  the  burning  zone, 

Whofe  piety,  with  mercy's  gentle  eye, 

Beholds  our  wants,  and  gives  the  wifh'd  fupply  ; 

Our  navy  driven  from  many  a  barbarous  coaft, 

On  many  a  tempeft-harrowed  ocean  toft, 

At  laft  with  thee  a  kindly  refuge  finds, 

Safe  from  the  fury  of  the  howling  winds. 

O  generous  king,  may  he  whofe  mandate  rolls 

The  circling  heavens,  and  human  pride  controls, 

May  the  great  Spirit  to  thy  breaft  return, 

That  needful  aid,  beftowed  on  us  forlorn  ! 

And 
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And  while  yon  fun  emits  his  rays  divine, 
And  while  the  ftars  in  midnight  azure  fhine, 
Where'er  my  fails  are  ftretch'd  the  world  around, 
Thy  praife  (hall  brighten,  and  thy  name  refound. 

He  fpoke  ;  the  painted  barges  fwept  the  flood , 
Where,  proudly  gay,  the  anchored  navy  rode ; 
Earneft  the  king  the  lordly  fleet  furveys ; 
The  mortars  thunder,  and  the  trumpets  raife 
Their  martial  founds  Melinda's  fons  to  greet ; 
Melinda's  fons  with  timbrels  hail  the  fleet. 
And  now  no  more  the  fulphury  tempeft  roars ; 
The  boatmen  leaning  on  the  refted  oars 
Breathe  fhort ;  the  barges  now  at  anchor  moor' J 
The  king,  while  filence  liilen'd  round,  implored 
The  glories  of  the  Luflan  wars  to  hear, 
Whofe  fainteft  echoes  long  had  pleafed  his  ear  : 
Their  various  triumphs  on  the  Afric  fhore 
O'er  thofe  who  hold  the  fon  of  Hagar's  lore, 
Fond  he  demands,  and  now  demands  again 
Their  various  triumphs  on  the  weftern  main  ; 
Again,  ere  readieft  anfwer  found  a  place, 
He  afks  the  ftory  of  the  Luflan  race ; 
What  god  was  founder  of  the  mighty  line, 
Beneath  what  heaven  their  land,  what  fhores"  adjoin ; 
And  what  their  climate,  where  the  finking  day 
Gives  the  laft  glimpfe  of  twilight's  filvery  ray. 

vol.  i.  G  But 
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But  moil,  O  chief,  the  zealous  monarch  cries, 

What  raging  feas  you  braved,  what  louring  Ikies  ; 

What  tribes,  what  rites  you  faw  j  what  favage  hate 

On  our  rude  Afric  proved  your  haplefs  fate : 

Oh  tell,  for  lo,  the  chilly  dawning  ftar 

Yet  rides  before  the  morning's  purple  car ; 

And  o'er  the  wave  the  fun's  bold  courfers  raife 

Their  flaming  fronts,  and  give  the  opening  blaze  ; 

Soft  on  the  glafly  wave  the  zephyrs  fleep, 

And  the  ftill  billows  holy  lilence  keep. 

Nor  lefs  are  Ave,  undaunted  chief,  prepared 

To  hear  thy  nation's  gallant  deeds  declared ; 

Nor  think,  tho'  fcorch'd  beneath  the  car  of  day, 

Our  minds  too  dull  the  debt  of  praife  to  pay  j 

Melinda's  fons  the  teft  of  greatnefs  know, 

And  on  the  Luilan  race  the  palm  bellow. 

If  Titan's  h  giant  brood  with  impious  arms 
Shook  high  Olympus'  brow  with  rude  alarms  j 
If  Thefeus  and  Pirithous  dared  invade 
The  difmal  horrors  of  the  Stygian  fhade, 
Nor  lefs  your  glory,  nor  your  boldnefs  lefs, 
That  thus  exploring  Neptune's  laft  recefs 
Contemn  his  waves  and  tempefts  !  If  the  third: 
To  live  in  fame,  though  famed  for  deeds  accurft, 

Could 

h  For  a  defence  of  the  king  of  Melinda's  learning,  ignorantly  objected 
*o  by  Voltaire,  fee  the  preface. 
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Could  urge  the  caitiff,  who  to  win  a  name 

Gave  Dian's  temple  to  the  wafting  flame  : 

If  fuch  the  ardour  to  attain  renown, 

How  bright  the  luftre  of  the  hero's  crown, 

Whofe  deeds  of  fair  emprife  his  honours  raife, 

And  bind  his  brows,  like  thine,  with  deathlefs  bays  ! 


END  OF  THE  FIRST   VOLUME, 
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